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Understanding Cultural Anthropology Journals in the US

cultural anthropology journals us are indispensable tools for academics, researchers, and anyone keen

on understanding the intricate tapestry of human societies. These publications serve as vital platforms

for disseminating cutting-edge research, theoretical debates, and ethnographic findings that explore the

diversity of human cultures across the globe. From exploring indigenous traditions to analyzing modern

social movements, US-based journals provide a rich repository of knowledge. This article delves into

the landscape of these journals, highlighting their significance, key players, and how to navigate this

scholarly ecosystem to uncover valuable insights into the human experience. We will explore what

makes a journal prominent, what kind of research you can expect to find, and how these publications

contribute to the broader academic discourse in cultural anthropology.
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The Crucial Role of Cultural Anthropology Journals

Cultural anthropology journals are the lifeblood of the discipline. They are where scholars share their

groundbreaking discoveries, challenge existing paradigms, and contribute to the ongoing conversation

about humanity. Without these dedicated publications, the advancement of anthropological knowledge

would be significantly hampered. Think of them as curated pipelines for the latest anthropological

thinking, ensuring that research reaches the right audience and sparks further inquiry. They provide a

peer-reviewed space, meaning that submitted articles are scrutinized by other experts in the field,



guaranteeing a high standard of academic rigor and validity. This process is critical for building a

reliable body of knowledge.

Scholarly Discourse and Peer Review

The core function of any reputable academic journal, including those in cultural anthropology, is to

foster scholarly discourse. This discourse is built upon the foundation of peer review. When a

researcher submits an article, it undergoes a rigorous evaluation process by other anthropologists who

are specialists in the article's subject matter. They assess the research's methodology, theoretical

framework, originality, and clarity. This feedback loop is invaluable, helping authors refine their work

and ensuring that published research is sound and contributes meaningfully to the field. It’s a

collaborative effort to elevate the quality of anthropological knowledge.

Preserving and Archiving Knowledge

Beyond immediate discourse, these journals play a monumental role in preserving and archiving

anthropological knowledge for posterity. Each published article becomes a permanent record of

research conducted at a specific time and place, reflecting the prevailing theoretical currents and

methodological approaches. This archival function is crucial for future generations of scholars who will

build upon, critique, or contextualize the work of their predecessors. It's like creating a historical library

of human understanding, allowing us to trace the evolution of our ideas about culture.

Key Cultural Anthropology Journals Based in the US

The United States boasts a robust ecosystem of cultural anthropology journals, each with its unique

editorial focus and readership. These journals are often affiliated with major universities or

anthropological associations, lending them significant academic weight and influence within the global

anthropological community. Identifying the prominent ones is a crucial first step for anyone looking to

stay abreast of the field. These publications are not just repositories of information; they are active

shapers of anthropological thought.



American Anthropologist

As the flagship journal of the American Anthropological Association (AAA), the American

Anthropologist is arguably the most influential cultural anthropology journal in the US. It publishes a

wide range of articles covering all subfields of anthropology, though cultural anthropology has a

significant presence. Its pages are known for featuring theoretically sophisticated and methodologically

diverse research, often setting the agenda for broader anthropological discussions. Getting published

here is a significant achievement for many scholars.

American Ethnologist

American Ethnologist is another highly regarded journal from the AAA, with a specific focus on cultural

anthropology and ethnology. It is renowned for its emphasis on ethnographic research, showcasing

detailed, in-depth studies of diverse cultures. The journal is a go-to source for scholars interested in

the nuances of lived experience, cultural practices, and the construction of social realities. It often

features articles that engage with contemporary social and political issues through an ethnographic

lens.

Current Anthropology

While not exclusively a US-based journal, Current Anthropology is published by the University of

Chicago Press and has a significant US-based editorial presence and readership. It is distinguished by

its unique format: articles are published with extensive commentary from a wide range of scholars,

followed by the author’s response. This interactive approach fosters robust debate and offers readers

a multi-faceted perspective on each published work, making it a vibrant forum for intellectual

exchange.

Journal of Anthropological Research

Published by the University of New Mexico, the Journal of Anthropological Research (JAR) is a

respected peer-reviewed journal that covers all areas of anthropology, with a strong commitment to



cultural anthropology. JAR is known for its clear and accessible writing, making it a valuable resource

for both established scholars and students. It publishes original research articles, theoretical

discussions, and book reviews, contributing to a broad understanding of anthropological issues.

Cultural Anthropology

The journal Cultural Anthropology itself, published by Duke University Press, is a leading publication

dedicated exclusively to cultural anthropology. It is known for its theoretically innovative and often

critically engaged scholarship. The journal consistently publishes articles that push the boundaries of

the discipline, exploring topics such as globalization, identity, power, and representation with a sharp,

contemporary focus. It's a place where cutting-edge ideas often first appear.

Navigating the Landscape of US Cultural Anthropology Journals

Choosing which cultural anthropology journals to engage with can feel like navigating a dense

academic forest. However, with a strategic approach, you can effectively identify the most relevant and

impactful publications for your needs. This involves understanding the editorial focus of each journal,

its publication history, and its impact on the broader anthropological conversation. It’s not just about

finding a journal; it’s about finding the right journal for the specific research or interest you have.

Identifying Journal Scope and Focus

The first step in navigating is to understand the specific scope and focus of each journal. Does it

specialize in a particular region of the world, a specific theoretical approach (e.g., symbolic

anthropology, feminist anthropology), or a certain type of research (e.g., applied anthropology,

linguistic anthropology)? Many journals have clear mission statements or aims and scopes available on

their websites that outline their editorial priorities. This helps ensure that your research aligns with what

they typically publish.

Understanding Editorial Boards and Advisory Committees



The composition of a journal's editorial board and advisory committee can offer significant clues about

its intellectual direction and strengths. These individuals are leading scholars in the field, and their

collective expertise shapes the journal's content. Examining the affiliations and research interests of

board members can help you gauge a journal's commitment to certain theoretical traditions or topical

areas within cultural anthropology.

Examining Publication Frequency and Impact Factor

While not the sole determinant of a journal's quality, publication frequency and impact factor can be

indicators of its visibility and influence. Journals that publish more frequently might offer a quicker

turnaround for submissions but could also have a broader range of topics. Impact factor, while a

debated metric, generally reflects how often articles from a particular journal are cited by other

scholars. These metrics can help you understand where a journal stands in the broader academic

landscape.

Considering Open Access and Subscription Models

Increasingly, cultural anthropology journals are exploring open access models, making their research

freely available to a wider audience. Understanding whether a journal is fully open access, hybrid, or

primarily subscription-based is important for both readers and authors. Open access journals can

significantly increase the dissemination and impact of research, a trend that is shaping the future of

academic publishing.

Thematic Focus and Emerging Trends in US Journals

Thematic focus and emerging trends within US cultural anthropology journals are a dynamic reflection

of global societal changes and evolving anthropological inquiry. These publications are not static; they

adapt and respond to new challenges and intellectual currents, providing a fascinating glimpse into the

future of understanding human culture. By tracking these trends, we can see where the discipline is

heading.



Globalization and Transnationalism

A pervasive theme in contemporary cultural anthropology journals is the impact of globalization and

transnationalism. Articles explore how global forces reshape local cultures, the formation of diasporic

communities, and the complexities of intercultural communication in an increasingly interconnected

world. This includes examining the flow of ideas, goods, and people across borders and their

consequences for identity and social structures.

Identity, Power, and Social Justice

Discussions around identity, power, and social justice continue to be central. US journals frequently

feature research on race, gender, sexuality, class, and indigeneity, often with a critical lens on how

power operates in diverse cultural contexts. This includes studies on activism, resistance, and

movements for social change, highlighting the role of anthropology in addressing contemporary

inequalities.

Digital Culture and Technology

The rise of digital technologies has opened up new avenues for anthropological research, and US

journals are at the forefront of exploring these. Topics include the anthropology of social media, online

communities, the impact of artificial intelligence on social relations, and the digital divide. This area of

study examines how technology is not just a tool but is deeply interwoven with cultural practices and

social meanings.

Environmental Anthropology and Climate Change

With growing global concerns about the environment, environmental anthropology is gaining

prominence. Journals are publishing research on how different cultures understand and interact with

their environments, the social impacts of climate change, indigenous ecological knowledge, and

sustainable practices. This thematic area underscores the discipline’s relevance to understanding

pressing global challenges.



Health, Medicine, and the Body

The anthropology of health, medicine, and the body remains a vibrant area. Research in this domain

delves into diverse understandings of illness and healing, the social construction of the body,

biomedical practices, and the cultural dimensions of public health. These studies offer critical

perspectives on healthcare systems and human well-being across different societies.

Impact and Dissemination of Research

The impact and dissemination of research published in US cultural anthropology journals extend far

beyond the academic ivory tower. These journals serve as crucial conduits, ensuring that

anthropological insights reach a diverse range of audiences, from policymakers to the general public,

and inform critical debates and actions. The way research is shared is as important as the research

itself.

Informing Public Policy and Practice

Well-researched articles in cultural anthropology journals can directly inform public policy and practice.

For instance, ethnographic studies on community dynamics can guide urban planning, research on

cultural attitudes towards health can shape public health campaigns, and analyses of social

inequalities can inform legislation. Anthropologists often work to translate academic findings into

actionable insights for non-academic stakeholders.

Educating Future Generations

These journals are fundamental resources for educating the next generation of anthropologists.

University courses rely heavily on the research published in these outlets to introduce students to key

theories, methodologies, and ethnographic findings. The accessibility and breadth of topics covered

ensure that students receive a comprehensive understanding of the discipline.

Contributing to Broader Intellectual Debates



The intellectual contributions of cultural anthropology journals extend to broader societal debates. By

offering nuanced perspectives on culture, human behavior, and social organization, they help enrich

public understanding of complex issues. Articles published in these journals can challenge simplistic

assumptions, promote cross-cultural empathy, and foster more informed public discourse on a wide

array of social and cultural phenomena.

The Role of Digital Platforms

In today's academic landscape, the dissemination of research is increasingly facilitated by digital

platforms. Beyond the journals' own websites, many articles are shared through academic social

networks, university repositories, and online syllabi. This digital reach amplifies the impact of cultural

anthropology research, allowing it to engage with a global audience and transcend traditional

disciplinary boundaries, fostering interdisciplinary collaboration and public engagement.

FAQ

Q: What is the most prestigious cultural anthropology journal in the

US?

A: The American Anthropologist, as the flagship publication of the American Anthropological

Association (AAA), is widely considered the most prestigious cultural anthropology journal in the US,

publishing a broad range of high-impact research across all subfields of anthropology.

Q: Are there journals focused specifically on ethnographic research in

the US?

A: Yes, American Ethnologist, also published by the AAA, is a prominent US-based journal specifically

renowned for its focus on in-depth ethnographic research and its nuanced exploration of diverse

cultural practices.



Q: How can I find out if a specific cultural anthropology journal is a

good fit for my research?

A: To determine if a journal is a good fit, you should review its "Aims and Scope" or mission

statement, often found on the journal's official website. You can also browse recent issues to see the

types of articles they publish and examine the research interests of their editorial board members.

Q: What is the significance of the "commentary" format in some US

cultural anthropology journals?

A: Journals like Current Anthropology use a commentary format where articles are published with

extensive peer commentary from multiple scholars, followed by the author's response. This format

fosters robust intellectual debate, allowing for a multi-faceted examination of the research and

contributing to a deeper understanding of complex anthropological issues.

Q: How do US cultural anthropology journals address emerging trends

like digital culture?

A: US cultural anthropology journals actively address emerging trends by publishing articles that

explore the anthropological implications of digital technologies. This includes research on online

communities, the impact of social media on identity, and how digital platforms are reshaping social

interactions and cultural practices.

Q: What role do open access models play in US cultural anthropology

journals?

A: Open access models are increasingly significant, allowing research published in US cultural

anthropology journals to be freely available to a global audience. This enhances the dissemination and

impact of anthropological findings, promoting wider access to knowledge and facilitating



interdisciplinary collaboration.

Q: Can research published in US cultural anthropology journals

influence public policy?

A: Absolutely. The rigorous ethnographic and theoretical research found in these journals can inform

public policy by providing nuanced understandings of social dynamics, cultural practices, and the

impact of interventions. Anthropologists often bridge the gap between academic research and real-

world application.
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