CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL

A CoMPRrEHENSIVE GUIDE TO CRAFTING YoUR CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL IS A CRITICAL FIRST STEP, A FOUNDATIONAL DOCUMENT THAT
SETS THE STAGE FOR YOUR ENTIRE DOCTORAL RESEARCH JOURNEY. IT’'s MoRrE THAN JUST A FORMALITY, IT's A BLUEPRINT, A
PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT, AND A CLEAR ARTICULATION OF YOUR SCHOLARLY AMBITIONS. THIS PROPOSAL DEMONSTRATES YOUR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE FIELD, YOUR ABILITY TO IDENTIFY A SIGNIFICANT RESEARCH PROBLEM, AND YOUR METHODOLOGICAL
PROWESS TO TACKLE IT. IN THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE, WE'LL DELVE INTO THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF A COMPELLING
PROPOSAL, FROM SELECTING A RESEARCH TOPIC AND FORMULATING A STRONG RESEARCH QUESTION TO OUTLINING YOUR
METHODOLOGY AND ANTICIPATING POTENTIAL CHALLENGES. WE WILL EXPLORE HOW TO EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATE YOUR
PROJECTIS SIGNIFICANCE, NAVIGATE ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS, AND CONSTRUCT A DOCUMENT THAT WILL NOT ONLY SATISFY
YOUR COMMITTEE BUT ALSO IGNITE YOUR OWN PASSION FOR DISCOVERY. UNDERSTANDING THESE ELEMENTS IS KEY TO
UNLOCKING A SUCCESSFUL AND IMPACTFUL DISSERTATION.
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UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF A CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY
DISSERTATION PROPOSAL

SO/ WHY DO WE EVEN BOTHER WITH THIS DETAILED DOCUMENT? THINK OF YOUR CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION
WRITING PROPOSAL AS THE ARCHITECT'S BLUEPRINT FOR A MAGNIFICENT BUILDING. |T'S THE INITIAL, METICULOUSLY DRAWN
PLAN THAT OUTLINES EVERY STRUCTURAL ELEMENT, EVERY AESTHETIC CHOICE, AND EVERY FUNCTIONAL REQUIREMENT BEFORE
ANY BRICKS ARE LAID OR FOUNDATIONS ARE DUG. |TS PRIMARY PURPOSE IS TO CONVINCE YOUR DISSERTATION COMMITTEE THAT
YOU HAVE A VIABLE, SIGNIFICANT, AND WELL-THOUGHT-OUT RESEARCH PROJECT THAT IS BOTH ACHIEVABLE WITHIN THE SCOPE
OF A DOCTORAL PROGRAM AND CONTRIBUTES MEANINGFULLY TO THE DISCIPLINE OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY. IT’S YOUR
CHANCE TO SHOWCASE YOUR INTELLECTUAL MATURITY, YOUR GRASP OF EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP, AND YOUR INNOVATIVE
APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING HUMAN SOCIETIES AND CULTURES.

BEYOND SIMPLY OUTLINING YOUR INTENDED RESEARCH, THE PROPOSAL SERVES AS A CONTRACT OF SORTS. |T FORMALIZES YOUR
RESEARCH DIRECTION, ENSURING THAT YOU AND YOUR ADVISORS ARE ON THE SAME PAGE REGARDING THE SCOPE, METHODOLOGY,
AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES. THIS SHARED UNDERSTANDING IS INVALUABLE, PREVENTING POTENTIAL MISCOMMUNICATIONS AND
GUIDING YOUR PROGRESS THROUGHOUT THE DISSERTATION PROCESS. |T ALSO FORCES YOU TO CRITICALLY EXAMINE EVERY
ASPECT OF YOUR PROPOSED STUDY, FROM THE FEASIBILITY OF DATA COLLECTION TO THE POTENTIAL ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS.
ESSENTIALLY, IT’S YOUR FIRST MAJOR ACADEMIC HURDLE, AND CLEARING IT WITH A STRONG PROPOSAL SETS A CONFIDENT AND
DIRECTED TRAJECTORY FOR THE YEARS OF DEDICATED WORK AHEAD.

Key COMPONENTS OF A STRONG PROPOSAL

CRAFTING A ROBUST CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL INVOLVES SEVERAL INTERCONNECTED



PARTS, EACH PLAYING A CRUCIAL ROLE IN PRESENTING A COHERENT AND PERSUASIVE CASE FOR YOUR RESEARCH. \W/HILE SPECIFIC
REQUIREMENTS MAY VARY SLIGHTLY BETWEEN INSTITUTIONS, MOST PROPOSALS WILL ADHERE TO A COMMON STRUCTURE
DESIGNED TO SHOWCASE YOUR INTELLECTUAL RIGOR AND RESEARCH PREPAREDNESS.

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

THIS SECTION IS YOUR HOOK. |T NEEDS TO IMMEDIATELY GRAB THE READER'S ATTENTION BY INTRODUCING THE BROAD AREA OF
YOUR RESEARCH AND THEN NARROWING IT DOWN TO THE SPECIFIC PROBLEM YOU INTEND TO ADDRESS. YOU'LL WANT TO
PROVIDE A CONCISE OVERVIEW OF THE CULTURAL PHENOMENON OR ISSUE THAT SPARKS YOUR INTEREST. WHY IS THIS TOPIC
IMPORTANT, NOT JUST TO YOU, BUT TO THE WIDER FIELD OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY? BRIEFLY TOUCH UPON THE SOCIAL,
CULTURAL, OR THEORETICAL RELEVANCE. THINK OF IT AS SETTING THE STAGE, PROVIDING THE NECESSARY CONTEXT FOR YOUR
AUDIENCE TO UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR PROPOSED INVESTIGATION. A WELL-CRAFTED INTRODUCTION SHOULD
CLEARLY ARTICULATE THE PROBLEM YOUR DISSERTATION AIMS TO EXPLORE AND HINT AT THE UNIQUE CONTRIBUTION YOU PLAN
TO MAKE.

ReseArcH QUESTION(S)

THIS IS THE BEATING HEART OF YOUR PROPOSAL. Y OUR RESEARCH QUESTION(S) SHOULD BE CLEAR, FOCUSED, AND
ANSWERABLE THROUGH ANTHROPOLOGICAL INQUIRY. THEY ARE THE GUIDING STARS OF YOUR RESEARCH, DICTATING THE
DIRECTION OF YOUR LITERATURE REVIEW, YOUR DATA COLLECTION, AND YOUR ANALYSIS. AVOID QUESTIONS THAT ARE TOO
BROAD, TOO NARROW, OR THAT CAN BE ANSWERED WITH A SIMPLE YES OR NO. INSTEAD, AIM FOR QUESTIONS THAT INVITE
EXPLORATION, INTERPRETATION, AND CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT WITH COMPLEX CULTURAL REALITIES. CONSIDER THE DIFFERENT
TYPES OF ANTHROPOLOGICAL QUESTIONS: DESCRIPTIVE, EXPLANATORY, OR THEORETICAL. THE BEST QUESTIONS OFTEN HAVE
AN ELEMENT OF "HOw" OR “WHY,” PROMPTING A DEEPER DIVE INTO THE NUANCES OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND BELIEF.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

W/HY SHOULD ANYONE CARE ABOUT YOUR RESEARCH? THIS SECTION IS WHERE YOU ARTICULATE THE POTENTIAL IMPACT AND
CONTRIBUTIONS OF YOUR DISSERTATION. W/ILL IT FILL A GAP IN EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP? W/ILL IT CHALLENGE PREVAILING
THEORIES? W/ILL IT OFFER NEW INSIGHTS INTO A PARTICULAR CULTURAL GROUP OR PRACTICE? EXPLAIN HOW YOUR WORK WILL
ADVANCE THEORETICAL UNDERSTANDING, CONTRIBUTE TO POLICY DEBATES, OR HAVE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS FOR THE
COMMUNITIES YOU STUDY. BE SPECIFIC AND CONFIDENT IN OUTLINING THE VALUE OF YOUR PROJECT. THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY
TO DEMONSTRATE THAT YOUR DISSERTATION IS NOT JUST AN ACADEMIC EXERCISE BUT A MEANINGFUL CONTRIBUTION TO
KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE.

LITERATURE REVIEW

THIS IS WHERE YOU DEMONSTRATE YOUR MASTERY OF THE EXISTING ACADEMIC CONVERSATION SURROUNDING YOUR TOPIC.
You're NOT JUST SUMMARIZING WHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID, YOU'RE CRITICALLY ENGAGING WITH IT. IDENTIFY KEY SCHOLARS,
SEMINAL \WORKS, AND DOMINANT THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS RELEVANT TO YOUR RESEARCH AREA. SHOW HOW YOUR PROPOSED
STUDY BUILDS UPON, CHALLENGES, OR EXTENDS THIS EXISTING BODY OF KNO\WLEDGE. IT'S CRUCIAL TO IDENTIFY ANY GAPS OR
LIMITATIONS IN CURRENT RESEARCH THAT YOUR DISSERTATION WILL ADDRESS. A COMPREHENSIVE LITERATURE REVIEW SITUATES
YOUR WORK WITHIN THE BROADER ANTHROPOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE AND JUSTIFIES THE NEED FOR YOUR SPECIFIC RESEARCH
PROJECT.

METHODOLOGY

THIS IS THE "HOW-TO"” OF YOUR DISSERTATION. HERE/ YOU DETAIL THE SPECIFIC METHODS YOU WILL EMPLOY TO GATHER AND
ANALYZE YOUR DATA. FOR CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY, THIS OFTEN INCLUDES ETHNOGRAPHIC FIELDWORK, WHICH MIGHT
INVOLVE PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION, IN"DEPTH INTERVIEWS, FOCUS GROUPS, ARCHIVAL RESEARCH, OR A COMBINATION OF
THESE. CLEARLY EXPLAIN YOUR RESEARCH DESIGN, YOUR SAMPLING STRATEGY (IF APPLICABLE), YOUR DATA COLLECTION
INSTRUMENTS, AND YOUR ANALYTICAL TECHNIQUES. BE PRECISE ABOUT HOW YOUR CHOSEN METHODS WILL ENABLE YOU TO



ANSWER YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS. |T’S ALSO IMPORTANT TO JUSTIFY WHY THESE PARTICULAR METHODS ARE THE MOST
APPROPRIATE FOR YOUR STUDY.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

ANTHROPOLOGY OFTEN INVOLVES WORKING CLOSELY WITH HUMAN SUBJECTS, MAKING ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS PARAMOUNT.
YOU MUST DEMONSTRATE A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF ETHICAL PRINCIPLES IN RESEARCH INVOLVING PEOPLE. THIS INCLUDES
INFORMED CONSENT, CONFIDENTIALITY, ANONYMITY, AVOIDING HARM, AND RESPECTING CULTURAL SENSITIVITIES. DETAIL HOW
YOU WILL OBTAIN ETHICAL APPROVAL FROM YOUR INSTITUTION AND ANY RELEVANT REVIEW BOARDS. EXPLAIN YOUR
PROTOCOLS FOR ENSURING THE WELL-BEING AND DIGNITY OF YOUR PARTICIPANTS THROUGHOUT THE RESEARCH PROCESS. THIS
SECTION SHOWCASES YOUR COMMITMENT TO RESPONSIBLE AND RESPECTFUL SCHOLARSHIP.

TIMELINE AND BUDGET

THIS PRACTICAL SECTION OUTLINES THE PROJECTED TIMELINE FOR COMPLETING YOUR DISSERTATION, BREAKING DOWN THE
PROCESS INTO MANAGEABLE STAGES WITH ESTIMATED COMPLETION DATES. THIS DEMONSTRATES YOUR ABILITY TO PLAN AND
MANAGE A LARGE-SCALE PROJECT. |F YOUR RESEARCH INVOLVES TRAVEL, EQUIPMENT, OR OTHER EXPENSES, YOU’LL ALSO NEED
TO PROVIDE A REALISTIC BUDGET. EVEN IF FUNDING IS SECURED ELSEWHERE, SHOWING A CLEAR FINANCIAL PLAN IS PART OF
DEMONSTRATING PROJECT FEASIBILITY. THIS IS ABOUT SHOWING YOUR COMMITTEE THAT YOU HAVE A PRACTICAL ROADMAP
FOR BRINGING YOUR DISSERTATION TO FRUITION.

ExPecTeD OUuTCOMES AND DISSEMINATION

W/HAT DO YOU ANTICIPATE FINDING, AND HOW WILL YOU SHARE YOUR DISCOVERIES? W/HILE YOU CAN'T PREDICT EXACT
FINDINGS, YOU CAN DISCUSS THE POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEORY, METHODOLOGY, OR UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR CHOSEN
TOPIC. FURTHERMORE, OUTLINE YOUR PLANS FOR DISSEMINATING YOUR RESEARCH BEYOND THE DISSERTATION ITSELF, SUCH AS
PUBLICATIONS IN ACADEMIC JOURNALS, PRESENTATIONS AT CONFERENCES, OR COMMUNITY-BASED REPORTS. THis
DEMONSTRATES A FORWARD-THINKING APPROACH AND A COMMITMENT TO CONTRIBUTING TO THE BROADER ACADEMIC AND
PUBLIC DISCOURSE.

DeveLoPING A COMPELLING RESEARCH ToPIC AND QUESTION

THE GENESIS OF ANY SUCCESSFUL CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL LIES IN A WELL-DEFINED AND
COMPELLING RESEARCH TOPIC. |T'S NOT ENOUGH TO BE INTERESTED IN A BROAD AREA; YOU NEED TO IDENTIFY A SPECIFIC
PROBLEM OR PHENOMENON WITHIN THAT AREA THAT IS RIPE FOR INVESTIGATION. THINK ABOUT WHAT FASCINATES YOU, WHAT
PUZZLES YOU ABOUT HUMAN CULTURES. WHAT CONTEMPORARY ISSUES, HISTORICAL DEBATES, OR CULTURAL PRACTICES PIQUE
YOUR INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY? YOUR TOPIC SHOULD BE ONE THAT YOU CAN SUSTAIN INTEREST IN FOR SEVERAL YEARS OF
DEDICATED RESEARCH. OFTEN, THE BEST TOPICS EMERGE FROM A COMBINATION OF PERSONAL PASSION, EXISTING SCHOLARLY
CONVERSATIONS, AND A PERCEIVED GAP IN CURRENT KNOWLEDGE.

ONCE YOU HAVE A GENERAL AREA OF INTEREST, THE NEXT CRUCIAL STEP IS TO FORMULATE A PRECISE RESEARCH QUESTION.
THIS QUESTION ACTS AS THE LYNCHPIN OF YOUR ENTIRE PROJECT. |T SHOULD BE NEITHER TOO BROAD NOR TOO NARROW. A
QUESTION LIKE “How Do PEOPLE IN X CULTURE SOCIALIZEP” IS FAR TOO VAST. |NSTEAD, YOU MIGHT REFINE IT TO SOMETHING
LIkE: “How DO SPECIFIC DIGITAL COMMUNICATION PRACTICES AMONG YOUNG ADULTS IN URBAN X MEDIATE THEIR ENGAGEMENT
WITH TRADITIONAL KINSHIP OBLIGATIONS?” NOTICE HOW THIS QUESTION IS SPECIFIC, IDENTIFIABLE, AND SUGGESTS A
PARTICULAR AREA OF FOCUS FOR DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS. |T ALSO IMPLICITLY POINTS TOWARDS THEORETICAL
FRAMEWORKS YOU MIGHT EMPLOY, SUCH AS THOSE RELATED TO GLOBALIZATION, TECHNOLOGY, OR SOCIAL CHANGE.



BRAINSTORMING AND REFINING YOUR ToOPIC

THE PROCESS OF IDENTIFYING A RESEARCH TOPIC IS RARELY LINEAR; IT OFTEN INVOLVES A GREAT DEAL OF EXPLORATION AND
REFINEMENT. BEGIN BY READING WIDELY WITHIN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND RELATED FIELDS. PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT
SCHOLARS ARE DEBATING, WHAT QUESTIONS REMAIN UNANSWERED, AND WHAT NEW PHENOMENA ARE EMERGING IN THE SOCIAL
WORLD. ATTEND GUEST LECTURES, TALKS, AND SEMINARS. DISCUSS YOUR NASCENT IDEAS WITH PROFESSORS, MENTORS, AND
PEERS. OFTEN, A CASUAL CONVERSATION CAN SPARK A CRUCIAL INSIGHT OR HELP YOU SEE A NEW ANGLE ON A FAMILIAR
SUBJECT. DON'T BE AFRAID TO EXPLORE SEEMINGLY NICHE AREAS; SOMETIMES THE MOST IMPACTFUL RESEARCH EMERGES FROM
FOCUSED, IN-DEPTH STUDY OF A SPECIFIC CULTURAL CONTEXT OR PRACTICE.

FORMULATING A Focusep ReEseARCH QUESTION

A STRONG RESEARCH QUESTION IS THE BEDROCK OF A SUCCESSFUL DISSERTATION. |T'S THE COMPASS THAT GUIDES YOUR
ENTIRE RESEARCH ENDEAVOR. TO DEVELOP ONE, ASK YOURSELF: W/HAT SPECIFICALLY DO | WANT TO UNDERSTAND OR EXPLAIN?
\WHAT IS THE CORE PUZZLE | AIM TO SOLVE? CONSIDER THE “WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, AND WHY" OF YOUR TOPIC, BUT
PUSH BEYOND SIMPLE DESCRIPTIONS. AIM FOR QUESTIONS THAT ENCOURAGE ANALYSIS, INTERPRETATION, AND THE DEVELOPMENT
OF NEW INSIGHTS. FOR INSTANCE, INSTEAD OF ASKING “W/HAT ARE THE RITUALS OF X GROUP?”, A MORE COMPELLING QUESTION
MIGHT BE: “HOW DO THE PERFORMANCE AND ADAPTATION OF SPECIFIC INITIATION RITUALS AMONG THE X GROUP REFLECT
CHANGING PERCEPTIONS OF INTERGENERATIONAL SOLIDARITY IN THE CONTEXT OF RAPID ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE?”

ENSURING FEASIBILITY AND SIGNIFICANCE

[TS VITAL THAT YOUR CHOSEN RESEARCH TOPIC AND QUESTION ARE NOT ONLY INTELLECTUALLY ENGAGING BUT ALSO FEASIBLE
WITHIN THE CONSTRAINTS OF A DOCTORAL PROGRAM. CAN YOU REALISTICALLY COLLECT THE NECESSARY DATA WITHIN THE
ALLOTTED TIME? DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO THE REQUIRED RESOURCES, BE IT THROUGH FIELDWORK, ARCHIVES, OR EXISTING
DATASETS? EQUALLY IMPORTANT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR STUDY. DOES IT CONTRIBUTE TO EXISTING ANTHROPOLOGICAL
THEORY, FILL A GAP IN THE LITERATURE, OR OFFER NEW PERSPECTIVES ON IMPORTANT SOCIAL ISSUES? A PROPOSAL THAT
TACKLES AN OVERLY AMBITIOUS OR INSIGNIFICANT TOPIC IS UNLIKELY TO GAIN TRACTION WITH YOUR COMMITTEE.
DEMONSTRATING BOTH FEASIBILITY AND SIGNIFICANCE IS KEY TO A PERSUASIVE PROPOSAL.

LITERATURE REVIEW: SITUATING YOUR W ORK

Y OUR LITERATURE REVIEW IS FAR MORE THAN JUST A SUMMARY OF WHAT OTHERS HAVE WRITTEN, IT'S AN ARGUMENT FOR WHY
YOUR RESEARCH IS NECESSARY. |T DEMONSTRATES THAT YOU ARE AWARE OF THE EXISTING SCHOLARLY CONVERSATION AND
THAT YOUR WORK WILL MEANINGFULLY CONTRIBUTE TO IT. THINK OF IT AS A SCHOLARLY DIALOGUE WHERE YOU LISTEN
CAREFULLY TO WHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID, IDENTIFY THE KEY THEMES AND DEBATES, AND THEN ARTICULATE YOUR UNIQUE VOICE
AND PERSPECTIVE. A THOROUGH REVIEW SHOWS YOUR COMMITTEE THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THE THEORETICAL UNDERPINNINGS
OF YOUR CHOSEN AREA AND THAT YOU CAN CRITICALLY ASSESS THE STRENGTHS AND LIMITATIONS OF PREVIOUS RESEARCH.

W/HEN CONSTRUCTING YOUR LITERATURE REVIEW FOR A CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL, THE
GOAL IS TO SHOWCASE YOUR CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT. Y OU'RE NOT JUST CATALOGING SOURCES, YOU'RE SYNTHESIZING THEM,
IDENTIFYING PATTERNS, CONTROVERSIES, AND GAPS. THIS PROCESS HELPS TO REFINE YOUR OWN RESEARCH QUESTION AND
METHODOLOGY, ENSURING THAT YOUR PROJECT IS BOTH ORIGINAL AND RELEVANT. IT ALLOWS YOU TO DEMONSTRATE YOUR
EXPERTISE AND YOUR ABILITY TO PLACE YOUR FORTHCOMING RESEARCH WITHIN THE BROADER DISCIPLINARY CONTEXT. A WELL-
EXECUTED LITERATURE REVIEW BUILDS CONFIDENCE IN YOUR ABILITY TO CONDUCT INDEPENDENT SCHOLARLY INQUIRY.

IDENTIFYING KEY THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

W/ITHIN THE VAST LANDSCAPE OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY, NUMEROUS THEORETICAL FRAMEW ORKS OFFER DIFFERENT LENSES
THROUGH WHICH TO UNDERSTAND HUMAN SOCIETIES. FOR YOUR LITERATURE REVIEW, IT'S CRUCIAL TO IDENTIFY THE DOMINANT
THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES THAT HAVE SHAPED DISCUSSIONS IN YOUR AREA OF INTEREST. ARE YOU ENGAGING WITH



STRUCTURALISM, POST-STRUCTURALISM, FEMINIST ANTHROPOLOGY , POST-COLONIAL THEORY, PRACTICE THEORY, OR PERHAPS
A MORE NICHE THEORETICAL APPROACH? CLEARLY ARTICULATING THESE FRAMEWORKS AND EXPLAINING HOW THEY HAVE
INFORMED OR INFLUENCED THE EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP ON YOUR TOPIC IS ESSENTIAL. |T DEMONSTRATES YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF
THE INTELLECTUAL TRADITIONS THAT UNDERPIN YOUR FIELD.

SYNTHESIZING RELEVANT SCHOLARSHIP

SYNTHESIZING MEANS MORE THAN JUST LISTING SUMMARIES OF ARTICLES AND BOOKS. |T INVOLVES GROUPING SIMILAR IDEAS,
IDENTIFYING COMMON THEMES, AND HIGHLIGHTING POINTS OF DIVERGENCE OR DEBATE AMONG SCHOLARS. Y OU SHOULD BE ABLE
TO DRAW CONNECTIONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT WORKS, SHOWING HOW THEY RELATE TO ONE ANOTHER AND HOW THEY
COLLECTIVELY INFORM THE UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR RESEARCH PROBLEM. LOOK FOR RECURRING ARGUMENTS, METHODOLOGICAL
TRENDS, AND SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS. A GOOD SYNTHESIS WILL REVEAL THE CURRENT STATE OF KNOWLEDGE AND, IMPORTANTLY,
POINT TOWARDS AREAS WHERE FURTHER RESEARCH IS NEEDED — AREAS THAT YOUR DISSERTATION WILL AIM TO ADDRESS.

IDENTIFYING GAPS AND LIMITATIONS IN EXISTING RESEARCH

THIS IS A PIVOTAL ELEMENT OF YOUR LITERATURE REVIEW. AFTER YOU'VE SYNTHESIZED THE EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP, YOU NEED
TO CRITICALLY ASSESS IT TO IDENTIFY WHAT REMAINS UNKNOWN OR UNDEREXPLORED. ARE THERE SPECIFIC POPULATIONS,
CULTURAL PRACTICES, OR THEORETICAL QUESTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN OVERLOOKED? HAVE PREVIOUS STUDIES BEEN LIMITED BY
THEIR METHODOLOGY , GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE, OR THEORETICAL ASSUMPTIONS? CLEARLY ARTICULATING THESE GAPS AND
LIMITATIONS IS WHAT JUSTIFIES THE NEED FOR YOUR PROPOSED RESEARCH. |T DEMONSTRATES THAT YOU HAVENITJUST CHOSEN
A TOPIC THAT INTERESTS YOU BUT ONE THAT GENUINELY REQUIRES FURTHER SCHOLARLY ATTENTION AND WILL MAKE A NOVEL
CONTRIBUTION.

MeTHODOLOGICAL APPROACH: DESIGNING YOUR RESEARCH

THE METHODOLOGICAL SECTION OF YOUR CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL IS WHERE YOU LAY
OUT THE CONCRETE PLAN FOR HOW YOU WILL CONDUCT YOUR RESEARCH. THIS IS YOUR ROADMAP FOR DATA COLLECTION AND
ANALYSIS, DEMONSTRATING THAT YOU HAVE A ROBUST AND APPROPRIATE STRATEGY FOR ANSWERING YOUR RESEARCH
QUESTIONS. IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY, THIS OFTEN MEANS DELVING INTO THE INTRICACIES OF ETHNOGRAPHIC METHODS, BUT
IT CAN ALSO INVOLVE OTHER APPROACHES. THE KEY IS TO BE PRECISE, JUSTIFY YOUR CHOICES, AND SHOW THAT YOU HAVE A
CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRACTICALITIES INVOLVED IN YOUR CHOSEN RESEARCH DESIGN.

THINK OF THIS SECTION AS THE OPERATIONAL MANUAL FOR YOUR DISSERTATION. |T NEEDS TO BE DETAILED ENOUGH FOR YOUR
COMMITTEE TO ENVISION YOU IN THE FIELD (OR IN THE ARCHIVES, OR BEHIND THE COMPUTER) ACTIVELY GATHERING INFORMATION.
JUSTIFYING WHY YOUR CHOSEN METHODS ARE THE BEST FIT FOR YOUR SPECIFIC RESEARCH QUESTIONS IS PARAMOUNT. You're
NOT JUST LISTING TECHNIQUES, YOU'RE EXPLAINING THEIR STRATEGIC DEPLOYMENT TO ILLUMINATE THE PHENOMENON YOU ARE
STUDYING. THIS SECTION REQUIRES CAREFUL THOUGHT ABOUT HOW YOU WILL TRANSLATE YOUR THEORETICAL INTERESTS INTO
TANGIBLE RESEARCH ACTIONS.

ETHNOGRAPHIC FIELDWORK AND DATA COLLECTION TECHNIQUES

IF YOUR RESEARCH INVOLVES FIELDWORK, THIS IS THE CORE OF YOUR METHODOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION. YoU'LL NEED TO DETAIL
WHAT KIND OF ETHNOGRAPHIC ENGAGEMENT YOU ENVISION. W/ILL YOU BE LIVING IN A COMMUNITY , OBSERVING DAILY LIFE, AND
PARTICIPATING IN ACTIVITIES? WHAT SPECIFIC DATA COLLECTION TECHNIQUES WILL YOU EMPLOY? THIS MIGHT INCLUDE:

o PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION: DESCRIBING HOW YOU WILL IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE DAILY LIFE AND PRACTICES OF THE
COMMUNITY OR GROUP YOU ARE STUDYING.

® IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS: EXPLAINING THE TYPES OF INTERVIEWS YOU PLAN TO CONDUCT (E.G., SEMI"STRUCTURED,
UNSTRUCTURED), THE KINDS OF QUESTIONS YOU ANTICIPATE ASKING, AND YOUR STRATEGY FOR RECRUITING



INFORMANTS.

e Focus Grours: IF APPLICABLE, DETAILING HOW YOU WILL USE FOCUS GROUPS TO GATHER COLLECTIVE PERSPECTIVES
ON SPECIFIC TOPICS.

o GENEALOGIES AND LIFE HISTORIES: MENTIONING IF YOU PLAN TO COLLECT DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF INDIVIDUAL LIVES OR
FAMILY STRUCTURES.

e VISUAL ANTHROPOLOGY: |F YOU INTEND TO USE PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEOGRAPHY, OR OTHER VISUAL METHODS.

® ARCHIVAL RESEARCH: IF YOUR STUDY INVOLVES HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, GOVERNMENT RECORDS, OR OTHER WRITTEN
MATERIALS.

CRUCIALLY, YOU MUST EXPLAIN WHY THESE SPECIFIC TECHNIQUES ARE APPROPRIATE FOR YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND THE
CULTURAL CONTEXT YOU ARE STUDYING. FOR INSTANCE, EXPLAINING WHY IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS ARE BETTER SUITED THAN
SURVEYS FOR UNDERSTANDING NUANCED CULTURAL BELIEFS.

SAMPLING STRATEGY (IF APPLICABLE)

FOR MANY ETHNOGRAPHIC PROJECTS, SAMPLING IS NOT ABOUT STATISTICAL REPRESENTATIVENESS BUT ABOUT PURPOSEFUL
SELECTION OF INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, OR EVENTS THAT CAN PROVIDE RICH INSIGHTS INTO YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS. You
MIGHT DESCRIBE HOW YOU WILL IDENTIFY KEY INFORMANTS BASED ON THEIR KNOWLEDGE, ROLES, OR EXPERIENCES. IF YOU ARE
STUDYING A SPECIFIC COMMUNITY, YOU’LL NEED TO EXPLAIN HOW YOU WILL GAIN ACCESS AND HOW YOU WILL SELECT
PARTICIPANTS FOR INTERVIEWS OR OBSERVATION. FOR EXAMPLE, YOU MIGHT AIM TO SPEAK WITH ELDERS, COMMUNITY LEADERS,
YOUNG PEOPLE, AND INDIVIDUALS FROM DIFFERENT SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS TO ENSURE A DIVERSITY OF PERSPECTIVES.

DATA ANALYSIS PLAN

ONCE YOU'VE COLLECTED YOUR DATA, HOW WILL YOU MAKE SENSE OF IT? THIS SECTION REQUIRES YOU TO OUTLINE YOUR
PLAN FOR ANALYZING THE INFORMATION YOU GATHER. FOR QUALITATIVE DATA, THIS MIGHT INVOLVE!:

® THEMATIC ANALYSIS: IDENTIFYING RECURRING THEMES AND PATTERNS WITHIN INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS OR FIELD NOTES.

DISCOURSE ANALYSIS: EXAMINING THE LANGUAGE USED IN CONVERSATIONS AND TEXTS TO UNDERSTAND UNDERLYING
MEANINGS AND POWER DYNAMICS.

NARRATIVE ANALYSIS: FOCUSING ON THE STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF STORIES AND PERSONAL ACCOUNTS.

GROUNDED THEORY: DEVELOPING THEORETICAL INSIGHTS DIRECTLY FROM THE DATA ITSELF.

o COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: [F YOUR RESEARCH INVOLVES MULTIPLE SITES OR GROUPS.

BE SPECIFIC ABOUT THE SOFTWARE YOU MIGHT USE (£.G., NVIVO, ATLAS.TI) IF APPLICABLE, OR THE MANUAL CODING AND
CATEGORIZATION PROCESSES YOU WILL FOLLOW. CLEARLY LINK YOUR ANALYSIS PLAN BACK TO YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS.

JusTIFICATION oF MeTHODOLOGICAL CHOICES

THIS IS PERHAPS THE MOST CRITICAL PART OF YOUR METHODOLOGY SECTION. EVERY METHOD YOU PROPOSE MUST BE JUSTIFIED.
W/HY IS ETHNOGRAPHIC FIELDWORK THE RIGHT APPROACH FOR YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION? \W/HY ARE IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS
MORE SUITABLE THAN A SURVEY? WHY IS PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION ESSENTIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE CULTURAL
PRACTICES YOU AIM TO INVESTIGATE? YOUR JUSTIFICATIONS SHOULD BE GROUNDED IN ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEORY AND
DEMONSTRATE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE STRENGTHS AND LIMITATIONS OF DIFFERENT RESEARCH METHODS. IT’S ABOUT
SHOWING THAT YOUR METHODOLOGICAL CHOICES ARE DELIBERATE, STRATEGIC, AND BEST SUITED TO YIELDING MEANINGFUL



INSIGHTS INTO YOUR RESEARCH PROBLEM.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS IN ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY OFTEN INVOLVES DEEP ENGAGEMENT WITH HUMAN COMMUNITIES, MAKING ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS
PARAMOUNT. A ROBUST CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL MUST EXPLICITLY ADDRESS THE
ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF YOUR PROPOSED RESEARCH AND DEMONSTRATE A CLEAR PLAN FOR NAVIGATING THEM RESPONSIBLY.
THIS ISN'T A SECTION TO BE TREATED LIGHTLY;, IT’S A DEMONSTRATION OF YOUR COMMITMENT TO UPHOLDING THE HIGHEST
STANDARDS OF SCHOLARLY INTEGRITY AND RESPECTING THE DIGNITY AND WELL-BEING OF THE PEOPLE YOU STUDY. FAILURE TO
ADEQUATELY ADDRESS ETHICAL CONCERNS CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT ROADBLOCK TO APPROVAL.

THINKING THROUGH ETHICAL ISSUES BEFOREHAND IS NOT JUST ABOUT FOLLOWING RULES; IT'S ABOUT FOSTERING TRUST AND
ENSURING THAT YOUR RESEARCH CONTRIBUTES POSITIVELY, OR AT LEAST DOES NO HARM, TO THE COMMUNITIES INVOLVED. IT’s
ABOUT ACKNOWLEDGING THE POWER DYNAMICS INHERENT IN RESEARCH AND TAKING PROACTIVE STEPS TO MITIGATE POTENTIAL
NEGATIVE IMPACTS. THIS PROACTIVE APPROACH BUILDS A FOUNDATION OF RESPECT AND COLLABORATION, WHICH IS ESSENTIAL
FOR MEANINGFUL ANTHROPOLOGICAL INQUIRY.

INFORMED CONSENT PROCEDURES

THIS IS THE CORNERSTONE OF ETHICAL RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN PARTICIPANTS. YOU NEED TO DETAIL HOW YOU WILL
OBTAIN INFORMED CONSENT FROM EVERY INDIVIDUAL YOU INTERACT WITH IN A RESEARCH CAPACITY. THIS MEANS ENSURING THAT
PARTICIPANTS FULLY UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF YOUR RESEARCH, THEIR ROLE IN IT, THE POTENTIAL RISKS AND BENEFITS, THEIR
RIGHT TO WITHDRAW AT ANY TIME WITHOUT PENALTY, AND HOW THEIR DATA WILL BE USED AND PROTECTED. Y OUR PROPOSAL
SHOULD OUTLINE THE PROCESS FOR PRESENTING THIS INFORMATION (VERBALLY, IN WRITING, OR BOTH) AND HOW YOU WILL
DOCUMENT THEIR CONSENT. CONSIDER HOW YOU WILL ADAPT THESE PROCEDURES FOR DIFFERENT CULTURAL CONTEXTS,
ENSURING COMPREHENSION AND VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.

CONFIDENTIALITY AND ANONYMITY

PROTECTING THE PRIVACY OF YOUR PARTICIPANTS IS CRUCIAL. YOU MUST CLEARLY STATE HOW YOU WILL ENSURE
CONFIDENTIALITY AND/OR ANONYMITY. CONFIDENTIALITY MEANS THAT YOU KNOW WHO THE PARTICIPANT IS BUT WILL KEEP
THEIR IDENTITY PRIVATE. ANONYMITY MEANS THAT YOU DO NOT KNOW WHO THE PARTICIPANT IS. EXPLAIN YOUR STRATEGIES
FOR DE-IDENTIFYING DATA, SUCH AS USING PSEUDONYMS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND LOCATIONS IN YOUR WRITING AND FIELD NOTES.
DISCUSS HOW YOU WILL STORE DATA SECURELY TO PREVENT UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS. THIS IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT
WHEN RESEARCHING SENSITIVE TOPICS OR VULNERABLE POPULATIONS.

AVOIDING HARM AND EXPLOITATION

Y OUR PROPOSAL MUST DEMONSTRATE A COMMITMENT TO AVOIDING ANY FORM OF HARM, WHETHER PHYSICAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL,
SOCIAL, OR ECONOMIC, TO YOUR RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS. THIS INCLUDES BEING MINDFUL OF THE POTENTIAL FOR YOUR
RESEARCH TO EXACERBATE EXISTING INEQUALITIES OR CREATE NEW ONES. YOU SHOULD OUTLINE HOW YOU WILL CONDUCT
YOURSELF IN A WAY THAT RESPECTS CULTURAL NORMS AND AVOIDS CAUSING DISTRESS. CONSIDER HOW YOU WILL HANDLE
POTENTIALLY SENSITIVE TOPICS AND HOW YOU WILL RESPOND IF A PARTICIPANT EXPERIENCES DISTRESS DURING AN INTERVIEW
OR INTERACTION.

INSTITUTIONAL ReVIEw BoArD (IRB) APPROVAL

MOST UNIVERSITIES AND RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS REQUIRE RESEARCHERS TO OBTAIN APPROVAL FROM AN INSTITUTIONAL
Review Boarb (IRB) or ETHICS COMMITTEE BEFORE COMMENCING RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN SUBJECTS. Y OUR PROPOSAL
SHOULD STATE THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THIS REQUIREMENT AND WILL SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH PLAN FOR ETHICAL REVIEW. YOU



MAY NEED TO INCLUDE DETAILS ABOUT THE SPECIFIC IRB AT YOUR INSTITUTION THAT YOU WILL BE SUBMITTING TO AND
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOUR RESEARCH CANNOT PROCEED WITHOUT THEIR FORMAL APPROVAL. THIS DEMONSTRATES ADHERENCE
TO ESTABLISHED ACADEMIC GOVERNANCE.

ReciprocITY AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

BEYOND SIMPLY AVOIDING HARM, ETHICAL RESEARCH OFTEN INVOLVES A DEGREE OF RECIPROCITY AND POSITIVE ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE COMMUNITIES YOU STUDY. CONSIDER HOW YOU MIGHT GIVE BACK TO THE COMMUNITY IN A MEANINGFUL WAY. THIS
COULD INVOLVE SHARING YOUR RESEARCH FINDINGS IN AN ACCESSIBLE FORMAT (E.G., REPORTS, PRESENTATIONS), CONTRIBUTING
TO LOCAL PROJECTS, OR ENSURING THAT YOUR RESEARCH BENEFITS THE COMMUNITY IN SOME TANGIBLE WAY. CLEARLY
ARTICULATING YOUR COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT FOSTERS A MORE COLLABORATIVE AND ETHICAL RESEARCH
RELATIONSHIP.

TIMELINE AND BUDGET: PRACTICAL PLANNING

A WELL-STRUCTURED CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL ISNITJUST ABOUT THE INTELLECTUAL
CONTENT, IT ALSO DEMONSTRATES YOUR ABILITY TO MANAGE A LARGE-SCALE PROJECT. THE TIMELINE AND BUDGET SECTIONS
ARE CRUCIAL FOR SHOWING YOUR COMMITTEE THAT YOU HAVE A REALISTIC AND ACHIEVABLE PLAN FOR COMPLETING YOUR
DISSERTATION WITHIN THE EXPECTED TIMEFRAME AND WITH THE NECESSARY RESOURCES. THESE SECTIONS SHOWCASE YOUR
ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS AND YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRACTICAL DEMANDS OF DOCTORAL RESEARCH.

THINK OF THESE ELEMENTS AS YOUR PROJECT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY. THEY PROVIDE CONCRETE EVIDENCE THAT YOU’VE
THOUGHT THROUGH THE LOGISTICAL HURDLES AND HAVE A SOLID PLAN TO OVERCOME THEM. THIS PROACTIVE PLANNING
INSTILLS CONFIDENCE IN YOUR ABILITY TO SEE THE PROJECT THROUGH TO COMPLETION, DEMONSTRATING A MATURITY IN YOUR
APPROACH TO SCHOLARLY WORK THAT IS HIGHLY VALUED BY ACADEMIC COMMITTEES.

DeveLoPING A ReALISTIC ReSeARCH TIMELINE

CREATING A DETAILED TIMELINE IS ESSENTIAL FOR MAPPING OUT THE VARIOUS STAGES OF YOUR DISSERTATION PROJECT. BREAK
DOWN THE ENTIRE PROCESS INTO MANAGEABLE PHASES, SUCH AS LITERATURE REVIEW COMPLETION, PROPOSAL DEFENSE,
FIELD\WWORK PREPARATION, DATA COLLECTION, DATA ANALYSIS, WRITING CHAPTERS, AND FINAL DISSERTATION SUBMISSION.
ASSIGN REALISTIC DEADLINES TO EACH PHASE. IT'S OFTEN HELPFUL TO USE A GANTT CHART OR A SIMILAR VISUAL TOOL TO
PRESENT YOUR TIMELINE, AS THIS MAKES IT EASY FOR YOUR COMMITTEE TO SEE THE PROGRESSION OF YOUR W ORK. REMEMBER TO
FACTOR IN POTENTIAL DELAYS, SUCH AS IRB APPROVAL TIMELINES OR UNFORESEEN FIELDWORK CHALLENGES.

PHASES OF DISSERTATION W ORK

ProPosAL DEVELOPMENT AND DEFENSE: INCLUDING LITERATURE REVIEW, METHODOLOGY DESIGN, AND THE FORMAL
PROPOSAL DEFENSE MEETING.

IRB APPLICATION AND APPROVAL: THE PROCESS OF SEEKING ETHICAL CLEARANCE FOR YOUR RESEARCH.
FIELDWORK PREPARATION: INCLUDING SECURING FUNDING, ARRANGING LOGISTICS, AND MAKING INITIAL CONTACTS.
DATA CoLLecTION (FIELDWORK/ ARCHIVAL): THE PERIOD DEDICATED TO ACTIVELY GATHERING YOUR PRIMARY DATA.

DATA TRANSCRIPTION AND PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS: INITIAL PROCESSING OF COLLECTED DATA.



IN-DEPTH DATA ANALYSIS: THE RIGOROUS EXAMINATION OF YOUR COLLECTED INFORMATION.
CHAPTER \X/RITINGI DRAFTING INDIVIDUAL CHAPTERS OF YOUR DISSERTATION.
RevISION AND EDITING: REFINING THE CONTENT AND LANGUAGE OF YOUR CHAPTERS.

FINAL DISSERTATION ASSEMBLY AND SUBMISSION: PUTTING ALL THE PIECES TOGETHER AND SUBMITTING THE COMPLETED
MANUSCRIPT.

10.
DiSSERTATION DEFENSE: THE FINAL ORAL EXAMINATION OF YOUR \WORK.

EsTIMATING NECESSARY BUDGETARY NEEDS

IF YOUR RESEARCH INVOLVES EXPENSES, SUCH AS TRAVEL TO A FIELD SITE, ACCOMMODATION, EQUIPMENT (E.G., RECORDING
DEVICES, CAMERAS)I TRANSLATION SERVICES, OR DATA MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE, YOU WILL NEED TO DEVELOP A DETAILED
BUDGET. ITEMIZE EACH ANTICIPATED EXPENSE AND PROVIDE A REASONABLE ESTIMATE FOR ITS COST. BE THOROUGH AND
REALISTIC. IF YOU HAVE ALREADY SECURED OR APPLIED FOR FUNDING, MENTION THIS IN YOUR PROPOSAL. IF NOT, THIS SECTION
DEMONSTRATES YOUR AW ARENESS OF THE FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS AND YOUR POTENTIAL TO SECURE FUNDING.

IDENTIFYING POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES

Y OUR PROPOSAL MAY BENEFIT FROM MENTIONING ANY POTENTIAL OR SECURED FUNDING SOURCES FOR YOUR RESEARCH. THIS
COULD INCLUDE UNIVERSITY GRANTS, EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIPS, FELLOWSHIPS, OR DEPARTMENTAL FUNDING. DEMONSTRATING
THAT YOU HAVE A STRATEGY FOR FINANCING YOUR FIELDWORK AND RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IS CRUCIAL FOR SHOWING
FEASIBILITY. |F YOU ARE NOT YET CERTAIN ABOUT FUNDING, YOU CAN INDICATE THAT YOU ARE ACTIVELY SEEKING OR PLAN TO
APPLY FOR RELEVANT GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS TO SUPPORT YOUR PROJECT.

CONTINGENCY PLANNING FOR DELAYS

[T IS WISE TO BUILD SOME FLEXIBILITY INTO YOUR TIMELINE AND BUDGET. RESEARCH, ESPECIALLY FIELDWORK, CAN BE
UNPREDICTABLE. UNEXPECTED POLITICAL SITUATIONS, HEALTH ISSUES, OR LOGISTICAL CHALLENGES CAN CAUSE DELAYS. YoURr
PROPOSAL SHOULD ACKNOWLEDGE THIS POSSIBILITY AND, WHERE APPROPRIATE, BRIEFLY MENTION HOW YOU MIGHT ADAPT OR
CONTINGENCY PLANS YOU HAVE IN MIND SHOULD SIGNIFICANT DELAYS OCCUR. THIS SHOWS YOUR PREPAREDNESS AND
FORESIGHT, REASSURING YOUR COMMITTEE THAT YOU CAN NAVIGATE CHALLENGES EFFECTIVELY.

ANTICIPATED CHALLENGES AND MITIGATION STRATEGIES

A SOPHISTICATED CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL DOESN'T SHY AWAY FROM POTENTIAL
OBSTACLES; INSTEAD, IT ANTICIPATES THEM AND OUTLINES CLEAR STRATEGIES FOR OVERCOMING THEM. THIS DEMONSTRATES
FORESIGHT, CRITICAL THINKING, AND A REALISTIC UNDERSTANDING OF THE RESEARCH PROCESS. BY ACKNOWLEDGING CHALLENGES,
YOU SHOW YOUR COMMITTEE THAT YOU’VE THOUGHT BEYOND THE IDEAL SCENARIO AND ARE PREPARED FOR THE COMPLEXITIES
THAT OFTEN ARISE IN FIELDWORK AND ACADEMIC WRITING. THIS PROACTIVE APPROACH BUILDS CONFIDENCE IN YOUR ABILITY TO
NAVIGATE DIFFICULTIES EFFECTIVELY.



W/HEN YOU ADDRESS POTENTIAL CHALLENGES, YOU’RE NOT ADMITTING DEFEAT BEFORE YOU START. RATHER/ YOURE
SHOWCASING YOUR RESILIENCE AND PROBLEM-SOLVING CAPABILITIES. |T’S ABOUT DEMONSTRATING THAT YOU’VE CRITICALLY
ASSESSED THE POTENTIAL PITFALLS AND HAVE A PLAN IN PLACE, WHICH MAKES YOUR PROPOSAL MUCH MORE ROBUST AND
CONVINCING. THIS PREPAREDNESS IS A HALLMARK OF SUCCESSFUL DOCTORAL CANDIDATES.

CHALLENGES RELATED TO FIELDWORK ACCESS AND RELATIONSHIPS

GAINING ACCESS TO RESEARCH SITES AND BUILDING RAPPORT WITH PARTICIPANTS CAN BE CHALLENGING. YOU MIGHT FACE
BUREAUCRATIC HURDLES, SUSPICION FROM LOCAL AUTHORITIES, OR DIFFICULTIES IN ESTABLISHING TRUST WITH COMMUNITY
MEMBERS. TO MITIGATE THESE, YOUR PROPOSAL COULD OUTLINE STRATEGIES SUCH AS:

® BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH GATEKEEPERS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS WELL IN ADVANCE.

® DEMONSTRATING A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF AND RESPECT FOR LOCAL CUSTOMS AND PROTOCOLS.
e BEING TRANSPARENT ABOUT YOUR RESEARCH GOALS AND HOW THE COMMUNITY MIGHT BENEFIT.

® DEVELOPING FLEXIBILITY IN YOUR APPROACH TO ADAPT TO UNFORESEEN SOCIAL DYNAMICS.

[TS ALSO IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER HOW YOU WILL NAVIGATE POWER DIFFERENTIALS INHERENT IN THE RESEARCHER-
PARTICIPANT RELATIONSHIP.

MeTHoDoLoGICAL AND DATA-ReELATED CHALLENGES

DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS ARE NOT ALWAYS STRAIGHTFORWARD. Y OU MIGHT ENCOUNTER LANGUAGE BARRIERS, RECALL
ISSUES FROM PARTICIPANTS, OR THE DIFFICULTY OF OBSERVING CERTAIN SENSITIVE PRACTICES. POTENTIAL MITIGATION
STRATEGIES COULD INCLUDE:

e HIRING LOCAL TRANSLATORS AND INTERPRETERS WHERE NECESSARY.
® EMPLOYING MULTIPLE DATA COLLECTION METHODS TO TRIANGULATE FINDINGS.

® BEING PREPARED FOR UNEXPECTED FINDINGS THAT MIGHT REQUIRE ADJUSTMENTS TO YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS OR
ANALYTICAL FRAMEW ORK.

¢ DEVELOPING RIGOROUS METHODS FOR DATA ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT TO ENSURE ACCURACY AND INTEGRITY.

CONSIDER THE POTENTIAL FOR RESEARCHER BIAS AND HOW YOU WILL ADDRESS IT.

PeErRSONAL AND LoaGisTICAL DIFFICULTIES

FIELDWORK CAN BE DEMANDING, AND PERSONAL CHALLENGES CAN ARISE, SUCH AS CULTURE SHOCK, ISOLATION, HEALTH
CONCERNS, OR UNEXPECTED LOGISTICAL ISSUES (E.G., TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS, UNRELIABLE INTERNET ACCESS)‘ YOuRr
PROPOSAL COULD ACKNOWLEDGE THESE AND SUGGEST STRATEGIES LIKE:

® ESTABLISHING A STRONG SUPPORT NETWORK, BOTH IN THE FIELD AND BACK HOME.
® PRIORITIZING SELF-CARE AND MAINTAINING A HEALTHY WORK-LIFE BALANCE.
® HAVING BACKUP PLANS FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICES AND COMMUNICATION.

e DEVELOPING A FLEXIBLE APPROACH TO YOUR DAILY SCHEDULE.



THIS DEMONSTRATES THAT YOU ARE THINKING HOLISTICALLY ABOUT THE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE.

WRITING AND DISSEMINATION CHALLENGES

THE DISSERTATION WRITING PROCESS ITSELF CAN BE DAUNTING, AND DISSEMINATING YOUR RESEARCH EFFECTIVELY ALSO
PRESENTS CHALLENGES. YOU MIGHT FACE WRITER’S BLOCK, DIFFICULTIES IN SYNTHESIZING COMPLEX DATA, OR CHALLENGES IN
REACHING ACADEMIC AUDIENCES. Y OUR PROPOSAL COULD MENTION STRATEGIES LIKE:

® SETTING REGULAR WRITING GOALS AND SEEKING FEEDBACK FROM YOUR ADVISOR AND PEERS.

PARTICIPATING IN WRITING WORKSHOPS OR GROUPS.

® PLANNING FOR ITERATIVE REVISION OF YOUR CHAPTERS BASED ON FEEDBACK.

® |DENTIFYING TARGET JOURNALS AND CONFERENCES FOR POTENTIAL PUBLICATION AND PRESENTATION.

ACKNOWLEDGING THESE CHALLENGES SHOWS A MATURE UNDERSTANDING OF THE ACADEMIC WRITING JOURNEY.

THE WRITING PrROCESS: TIPS FOR SUCCESS

EMBARKING ON THE WRITING OF YOUR CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL IS A SIGNIFICANT
UNDERTAKING, REQUIRING A BLEND OF INTELLECTUAL RIGOR AND METICULOUS ORGANIZATION. IT'S A PROCESS THAT DEMANDS
CLARITY, COHERENCE, AND A PERSUASIVE NARRATIVE. APPROACHING IT STRATEGICALLY CAN TRANSFORM WHAT MIGHT SEEM
LIKE AN OVERWHELMING TASK INTO A MANAGEABLE AND EVEN REW ARDING EXPERIENCE. REMEMBER, THIS DOCUMENT IS YOUR
OPPORTUNITY TO ARTICULATE YOUR SCHOLARLY VISION AND CONVINCE YOUR COMMITTEE THAT YOUR RESEARCH IS BOTH
VALUABLE AND FEASIBLE. THE WAY YOU PRESENT YOUR IDEAS HERE WILL SET THE TONE FOR YOUR ENTIRE DOCTORAL JOURNEY.

THINK OF THE WRITING PROCESS AS BUILDING A COMPELLING ARGUMENT. EACH SECTION OF YOUR PROPOSAL SERVES AS A PIECE
OF EVIDENCE THAT SUPPORTS YOUR CENTRAL THESIS: THAT YOUR RESEARCH IS IMPORTANT, WELL-CONCEIVED, AND
ACHIEVABLE. BY FOCUSING ON CLARITY, LOGICAL FLOW, AND A PROFESSIONAL TONE, YOU CAN CREATE A DOCUMENT THAT NOT
ONLY MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS BUT ALSO GENUINELY EXCITES YOUR READERS ABOUT YOUR PROJECT. EFFECTIVE WRITING HERE
IS ABOUT MORE THAN JUST FULFILLING AN OBLIGATION, IT'S ABOUT COMMUNICATING YOUR PASSION AND INTELLECTUAL
CAPABILITY.

START EARLY AND OUTLINE THOROUGHLY

THE TEMPTATION TO PROCRASTINATE ON PROPOSAL WRITING IS STRONG, BUT STARTING EARLY IS KEY. BEGIN BY CREATING A
DETAILED OUTLINE THAT MAPS OUT EACH SECTION AND SUB-SECTION OF YOUR PROPOSAL. THIS OUTLINE WILL SERVE AS YOUR
GUIDE, ENSURING THAT YOU COVER ALL ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS AND MAINTAIN A LOGICAL FLOW. DON'T BE AFRAID TO REVISIT
AND REVISE YOUR OUTLINE AS YOUR IDEAS DEVELOP. A SOLID OUTLINE PROVIDES STRUCTURE AND PREVENTS YOU FROM FEELING
LOST AS YOU BEGIN TO WRITE.

WRITE CLEAR AND CONCISE PROSE

ACADEMIC WRITING DEMANDS CLARITY AND PRECISION. AVOID JARGON WHERE POSSIBLE, AND WHEN IT IS NECESSARY, ENSURE IT
IS USED CORRECTLY AND EXPLAINED IF NECESSARY. EVERY SENTENCE SHOULD SERVE A PURPOSE, CONTRIBUTING TO THE OVERALL
ARGUMENT OF YOUR PROPOSAL. STRIVE FOR CONCISENESS, CUTTING OUT UNNECESSARY WORDS OR PHRASES THAT CAN
CLUTTER YOUR WRITING AND OBSCURE YOUR MEANING. Y OUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE BUSY, MAKE IT EASY FOR THEM TO
UNDERSTAND YOUR IDEAS BY USING DIRECT AND STRAIGHTFORW ARD LANGUAGE.



Seek FEEDBACK REGULARLY

DON'T WRITE IN A VACUUM. SHARE DRAFTS OF YOUR PROPOSAL WITH YOUR DISSERTATION ADVISOR AND OTHER TRUSTED
FACULTY MEMBERS OR PEERS. THEIR FEEDBACK IS INVALUABLE FOR IDENTIFYING AREAS THAT ARE UNCLEAR, UNDERDEVELOPED, OR
NEED FURTHER REFINEMENT. BE OPEN TO CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM AND WILLING TO REVISE YOUR WORK BASED ON THEIR
SUGGESTIONS. THIS ITERATIVE PROCESS OF WRITING AND FEEDBACK IS CRUCIAL FOR STRENGTHENING YOUR PROPOSAL.

MAINTAIN A CONSISTENT AND PROFESSIONAL T ONE

YOUR CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL SHOULD MAINTAIN A PROFESSIONAL AND ACADEMIC TONE
THROUGHOUT. WHILE YOU WANT TO CONVEY YOUR ENTHUSIASM FOR YOUR RESEARCH, AVOID OVERLY CASUAL LANGUAGE,
EMOTIONAL APPEALS, OR UNSUBSTANTIATED CLAIMS. PRESENT YOUR ARGUMENTS IN A REASONED AND EVIDENCE-BASED MANNER.
A CONSISTENT TONE REINFORCES YOUR CREDIBILITY AS A SCHOLAR AND DEMONSTRATES YOUR SERIOUSNESS ABOUT THE
RESEARCH ENDEAVOR.

PROOFREAD METICULOUSLY

BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR PROPOSAL, PROOFREAD IT METICULOUSLY FOR ANY GRAMMATICAL ERRORS, TYPOS, OR
PUNCTUATION MISTAKES. THESE SMALL ERRORS CAN DETRACT FROM THE OVERALL QUALITY OF YOUR WORK AND GIVE THE
IMPRESSION THAT YOU HAVEN'T PAID SUFFICIENT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. READING YOUR PROPOSAL ALOUD CAN HELP YOU
CATCH AWKWARD PHRASING AND ERRORS THAT YOUR EYES MIGHT OTHERWISE MISS. CONSIDER HAVING A TRUSTED FRIEND OR
COLLEAGUE DO A FINAL PROOFREAD AS WELL.

REFINING AND PRESENTING YOUR PROPOSAL

ONCE THE INITIAL DRAFT OF YOUR CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL IS COMPLETE, THE WORK IS
FAR FROM OVER. THE PROCESS OF REFINING AND POLISHING THIS CRUCIAL DOCUMENT IS WHERE IT TRULY TRANSFORMS FROM A
COLLECTION OF IDEAS INTO A COMPELLING AND PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT. THIS STAGE INVOLVES NOT ONLY SUBSTANTIVE
REVISIONS BUT ALSO CAREFUL ATTENTION TO PRESENTATION, ENSURING THAT YOUR PROPOSAL IS NOT ONLY INTELLECTUALLY
SOUND BUT ALSO PROFESSIONALLY EXECUTED. A WELL-PRESENTED PROPOSAL SIGNALS YOUR READINESS FOR ADVANCED
SCHOLARLY \WORK.

THINK OF THIS FINAL STAGE AS THE ART OF MAKING YOUR PROPOSAL SHINE. |T'S ABOUT ENSURING THAT EVERY ELEMENT IS AS

STRONG AS IT CAN BE, THAT THE LOGIC IS IMPECCABLE, AND THAT THE OVERALL IMPRESSION IS ONE OF COMPETENCE, CLARITY,
AND INTELLECTUAL PROMISE. A POLISHED PROPOSAL DOESN/TJUST MEET THE REQUIREMENTS; IT ACTIVELY INSPIRES CONFIDENCE
AND ENTHUSIASM FROM YOUR COMMITTEE. THIS ATTENTION TO DETAIL IS A REFLECTION OF THE METICULOUS WORK YOU WILL

UNDERTAKE THROUGHOUT YOUR DISSERTATION.

SUBSTANTIVE ReVISION BASED ON FEEDBACK

AFTER RECEIVING FEEDBACK FROM YOUR ADVISOR AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS, THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP IS TO ENGAGE WITH
THEIR COMMENTS CONSTRUCTIVELY. DON'T SIMPLY MAKE SUPERFICIAL CHANGES; DELVE INTO THE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES THEY
RAISE. |F YOUR METHODOLOGY SECTION IS UNCLEAR, YOU MAY NEED TO RETHINK YOUR APPROACH OR PROVIDE MORE DETAILED
JUSTIFICATIONS. |F YOUR LITERATURE REVIEW LACKS DEPTH, YOU MAY NEED TO ENGAGE WITH ADDITIONAL SCHOLARSHIP. Be
PREPARED TO REWRITE SECTIONS ENTIRELY IF NECESSARY. THIS IS WHERE THE TRUE STRENGTH OF YOUR PROPOSAL IS FORGED.

ENSURING LoGicAL FLow AND COHESION

READ YOUR PROPOSAL FROM BEGINNING TO END, PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO HOW THE DIFFERENT SECTIONS CONNECT. Does
THE INTRODUCTION LOGICALLY LEAD INTO THE RESEARCH QUESTION? DOES THE LITERATURE REVIEW CLEARLY ESTABLISH THE



GAP THAT YOUR RESEARCH WILL FILL? DOES YOUR METHODOLOGY DIRECTLY ADDRESS HOW YOU WILL ANSWER YOUR RESEARCH
QUESTION? ENSURE SMOOTH TRANSITIONS BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS AND SECTIONS. A COHESIVE PROPOSAL TELLS A CLEAR AND
COMPELLING STORY ABOUT YOUR RESEARCH PROJECT.

FORMATTING AND PRESENTATION STANDARDS

ADHERING TO FORMATTING GUIDELINES IS CRUCIAL. MOST INSTITUTIONS WILL HAVE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR MARGINS, FONT
Size, CITATION STYLE (E.G., APA, CHICAGO), AND GENERAL LAYOUT. CAREFULLY REVIEW YOUR UNIVERSITY'S GRADUATE
HANDBOOK OR DEPARTMENTAL GUIDELINES FOR THESE SPECIFICATIONS. CONSISTENT FORMATTING MAKES YOUR PROPOSAL EASY
TO READ AND DEMONSTRATES YOUR ATTENTION TO DETAIL. A PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION ENHANCES THE CREDIBILITY OF
YOUR WORK.

THe ProPosAL DEFeNSE PREPARATION

THE CULMINATION OF THE PROPOSAL WRITING PROCESS IS OFTEN THE PROPOSAL DEFENSE. THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO
PRESENT YOUR RESEARCH PLAN ORALLY TO YOUR COMMITTEE AND ANSWER THEIR QUESTIONS. PREPARE A CLEAR AND CONCISE
PRESENTATION THAT SUMMARIZES THE KEY ELEMENTS OF YOUR PROPOSAL. ANTICIPATE POTENTIAL QUESTIONS FROM YOUR
COMMITTEE, PARTICULARLY REGARDING YOUR METHODOLOGY, THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK, AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR
RESEARCH. PRACTICING YOUR PRESENTATION MULTIPLE TIMES CAN HELP YOU FEEL MORE CONFIDENT AND ARTICULATE DURING THE
DEFENSE ITSELF. REMEMBER, THE DEFENSE IS A DIALOGUE, AN OPPORTUNITY TO ENGAGE WITH YOUR COMMITTEE AND REFINE YOUR
PROJECT FURTHER.

FINAL POLISH AND SUBMISSION

BEFORE SUBMITTING THE FINAL VERSION OF YOUR PROPOSAL, CONDUCT ONE LAST THOROUGH PROOFREAD. CHECK FOR ANY
LINGERING TYPOS, GRAMMATICAL ERRORS, OR INCONSISTENCIES IN FORMATTING. ENSURE THAT ALL NECESSARY COMPONENTS ARE
INCLUDED AND THAT THE DOCUMENT ADHERES STRICTLY TO ALL DEPARTMENTAL AND UNIVERSITY GUIDELINES. ONCE YOU ARE
SATISFIED WITH ITS QUALITY, SUBMIT IT WITH CONFIDENCE, KNOWING YOU HAVE PUT FORTH YOUR BEST INTELLECTUAL EFFORT.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS ABOUT CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY
DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSALS

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION
WRITING PROPOSAL?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING PROPOSAL IS TO ARTICULATE A CLEAR,
FEASIBLE, AND SIGNIFICANT RESEARCH PROJECT TO A DISSERTATION COMMITTEE. IT SERVES AS A BLUEPRINT FOR THE
DISSERTATION, DEMONSTRATING THE STUDENT’'S UNDERSTANDING OF THE FIELD, ABILITY TO FORMULATE RESEARCH QUESTIONS,
MASTERY OF RELEVANT LITERATURE, AND A SOUND METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH, ALL WHILE ADHERING TO ETHICAL GUIDELINES
AND PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS LIKE TIMELINE AND BUDGET.

Q: How po | CHOOSE A RESEARCH TOPIC FOR MY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY
DISSERTATION?

A: CHOOSING A RESEARCH TOPIC INVOLVES IDENTIFYING AN AREA OF INTEREST WITHIN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY THAT
GENUINELY EXCITES YOU. READ WIDELY IN THE FIELD, ATTEND LECTURES, AND DISCUSS POTENTIAL IDEAS WITH PROFESSORS AND
PEERS. LOOK FOR GAPS IN EXISTING LITERATURE, EMERGING SOCIAL PHENOMENA , OR PERSISTENT ANTHROPOLOGICAL DEBATES
THAT YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE TO. THE TOPIC SHOULD BE SPECIFIC ENOUGH TO BE MANAGEABLE WITHIN A DOCTORAL TIMEFRAME
BUT BROAD ENOUGH TO ALLOW FOR IN"DEPTH ANALYSIS.



Q: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A RESEARCH QUESTION AND A RESEARCH
PROBLEM?

A: A RESEARCH PROBLEM IS THE BROADER ISSUE OR PHENOMENON THAT YOUR DISSERTATION WILL INVESTIGATE, OFTEN
REPRESENTING A GAP IN KNOWLEDGE OR A CONTENTIOUS ISSUE. A RESEARCH QUESTION, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS A SPECIFIC,
FOCUSED QUESTION THAT YOUR RESEARCH AIMS TO ANSWER TO ADDRESS THAT BROADER PROBLEM. FOR EXAMPLE, A RESEARCH
PROBLEM MIGHT BE THE IMPACT OF GLOBALIZATION ON INDIGENOUS IDENTITIES, WHILE A RESEARCH QUESTION COULD BE: “How
DO YOUNGER GENERATIONS OF THE X INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY NEGOTIATE THEIR CULTURAL IDENTITY THROUGH ONLINE MEDIA
PLATFORMS?”

Q: How DETAILED SHOULD THE METHODOLOGY SECTION OF MY PROPOSAL BE?

A: THE METHODOLOGY SECTION SHOULD BE HIGHLY DETAILED. Y OU NEED TO CLEARLY EXPLAIN YOUR RESEARCH DESIGN,
INCLUDING SPECIFIC DATA COLLECTION TECHNIQUES (E‘G., PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION, INTERVIEWS, ARCHIVAL RESEARCH),
YOUR SAMPLING STRATEGY (HO\X/ YOU WILL SELECT PARTICIPANTS OR SITES), AND YOUR PLAN FOR DATA ANALYSIS (E.G.,
THEMATIC ANALYSIS, DISCOURSE ANALYSIS). CRUCIALLY/ YOU MUST JUSTIFY WHY YOUR CHOSEN METHODS ARE THE MOST
APPROPRIATE FOR ANSWERING YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS WITHIN YOUR SPECIFIC CULTURAL CONTEXT.

QZ \WHAT ARE THE KEY ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS | MUST ADDRESS IN MY PROPOSAL?

A: KEY ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS INCLUDE OBTAINING INFORMED CONSENT FROM ALL PARTICIPANTS, ENSURING THEIR
CONFIDENTIALITY AND ANONYMITY, AVOIDING HARM OR EXPLOITATION, RESPECTING CULTURAL SENSITIVITIES, AND ADHERING TO
INSTITUTIONAL REVIEWW BOARD (”28) GUIDELINES. YOU MUST CLEARLY OUTLINE YOUR PROCEDURES FOR EACH OF THESE
ASPECTS AND DEMONSTRATE YOUR COMMITMENT TO RESPONSIBLE AND ETHICAL RESEARCH PRACTICES.

QI How LONG SHOULD A CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISSERTATION WRITING
PROPOSAL TYPICALLY BE?

A: THE LENGTH OF A DISSERTATION PROPOSAL CAN VARY SIGNIFICANTLY BY INSTITUTION AND DEPARTMENT, BUT IT OFTEN
RANGES FROM 20 To 50 PAGES. IT'S ESSENTIAL TO CHECK YOUR SPECIFIC UNIVERSITY'S GRADUATE HANDBOOK OR
DEPARTMENTAL GUIDELINES FOR PRECISE REQUIREMENTS REGARDING LENGTH, FORMATTING, AND REQUIRED SECTIONS.

Q: \WHAT IS THE ROLE OF A LITERATURE REVIEW IN MY PROPOSAL?

A: THE LITERATURE REVIEW DEMONSTRATES YOUR COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE EXISTING SCHOLARLY
CONVERSATION RELEVANT TO YOUR RESEARCH TOPIC. |T SITUATES YOUR WORK WITHIN THE FIELD, IDENTIFIES KEY THEORETICAL
FRAMEWORKS AND DEBATES, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, HIGHLIGHTS THE GAPS OR LIMITATIONS IN CURRENT RESEARCH THAT
YOUR DISSERTATION WILL ADDRESS, THEREBY JUSTIFYING THE SIGNIFICANCE AND ORIGINALITY OF YOUR PROJECT.

Q: CAN MY RESEARCH TOPIC CHANGE AFTER MY PROPOSAL IS APPROVED?

A: WHILE THE PROPOSAL SERVES AS A STRONG GUIDE, IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT RESEARCH IS AN ITERATIVE PROCESS. MINOR
ADJUSTMENTS TO METHODOLOGY OR FOCUS MAY BE NECESSARY AS YOU CONDUCT YOUR RESEARCH, ESPECIALLY IN RESPONSE
TO UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES OR NEW INSIGHTS GAINED DURING FIELDW ORK. HO\)VEVER, SIGNIFICANT DEVIATIONS FROM YOUR
APPROVED TOPIC OR RESEARCH QUESTIONS TYPICALLY REQUIRE FORMAL DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL FROM YOUR DISSERTATION
COMMITTEE.
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