CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY

UNDERSTANDING THE INTERPLAY: CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND
SocioLoGY

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY ARE TWO FOUNDATIONAL SOCIAL SCIENCE DISCIPLINES THAT, WHILE DISTINCT IN
THEIR PRIMARY FOCUS, OFFER PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE BY EXAMINING SOCIETIES AND CULTURES. BoTH
FIELDS STRIVE TO UNDERSTAND HOW HUMANS ORGANIZE THEMSELVES, CREATE MEANING, AND NAVIGATE THEIR SOCIAL WORLDS,
ALBEIT THROUGH DIFFERENT LENSES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE CORE PRINCIPLES, METHODOLOGIES, AND SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTIONS OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY, EXPLORING THEIR SHARED TERRITORIES AND UNIQUE
PERSPECTIVES. WE WILL UNCOVER HOW CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY FOCUSES ON THE DIVERSITY OF HUMAN CULTURES
\WORLDWIDE, OFTEN THROUGH ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES, WHILE SOCIOLOGY TYPICALLY ANALYZES BROADER SOCIAL
STRUCTURES, INSTITUTIONS, AND INTERACTIONS WITHIN COMPLEX SOCIETIES. BY UNDERSTANDING THEIR SYMBIOTIC
RELATIONSHIP, WE CAN GAIN A RICHER, MORE COMPREHENSIVE APPRECIATION OF THE INTRICATE TAPESTRY OF HUMAN SOCIAL
LIFE.
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY, AT ITS HEART, IS THE STUDY OF HUMAN SOCIETIES AND CULTURES AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT. IT
SEEKS TO UNDERSTAND THE VAST SPECTRUM OF HUMAN WAYS OF LIFE, PAST AND PRESENT, ACROSS THE GLOBE. THIS DISCIPLINE
IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS COMMITMENT TO UNDERSTANDING SOCIETIES FROM THE “EMIC” PERSPECTIVE = THAT IS, FROM THE
VIEWPOINT OF THE PEOPLE BEING STUDIED. THIS HOLISTIC APPROACH MEANS ANTHROPOLOGISTS AIM TO GRASP THE INTRICATE
WEB OF BELIEFS, VALUES, CUSTOMS, SOCIAL STRUCTURES, AND MATERIAL ASPECTS THAT CONSTITUTE A PARTICULAR
CULTURE. THE DISCIPLINE EMERGED FROM A HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF EUROPEAN EXPLORATION AND COLONIZATION, INITIALLY
FOCUSING ON NON-\WESTERN SOCIETIES, BUT HAS SINCE BROADENED ITS SCOPE TO INCLUDE ALL HUMAN GROUPS. | TS ENDURING
LEGACY LIES IN CHALLENGING ETHNOCENTRISM, THE TENDENCY TO VIEW ONE'S OWN CULTURE AS SUPERIOR, AND IN FOSTERING A
DEEP APPRECIATION FOR CULTURAL RELATIVISM — THE IDEA THAT CULTURES SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD ON THEIR OWN TERMS.



Key ConcerTs IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

SEVERAL CORE CONCEPTS ARE INDISPENSABLE FOR GRASPING THE ESSENCE OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY.

o CULTURE: THIS IS THE CORNERSTONE. CULTURE REFERS TO THE SHARED PATTERNS OF BEHAVIOR, BELIEFS, VALUES, AND
NORMS THAT ARE LEARNED AND TRANSMITTED FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT WITHIN A GROUP OF PEOPLE. |T'S THE
LENS THROUGH WHICH INDIVIDUALS PERCEIVE AND INTERACT WITH THE \WORLD.

® ETHNOGRAPHY: THIS IS THE PRIMARY RESEARCH METHOD IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY. IT INVOLVES IMMERSIVE
FIELDWORK WHERE ANTHROPOLOGISTS LIVE AMONG THE PEOPLE THEY STUDY, OBSERVING, INTERVIEWING, AND
PARTICIPATING IN DAILY LIFE TO PRODUCE DETAILED DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNTS OF A CULTURE.

¢ CULTURAL ReELATIVISM: As MENTIONED, THIS PRINCIPLE GUIDES ANTHROPOLOGISTS TO SUSPEND JUDGMENT AND
UNDERSTAND CULTURAL PRACTICES WITHIN THEIR SPECIFIC CULTURAL CONTEXT, AVOIDING THE IMPOSITION OF ONE'S
OWN CULTURAL STANDARDS.

® HoLisM: CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGISTS STRIVE FOR A HOLISTIC UNDERSTANDING, RECOGNIZING THAT ALL ASPECTS OF A
CULTURE — FROM KINSHIP SYSTEMS TO RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, FROM ECONOMIC PRACTICES TO POLITICAL STRUCTURES — ARE
INTERCONNECTED AND INFLUENCE ONE ANOTHER.

® SYMBOLIC ANTHROPOLOGY: THIS SUBFIELD EMPHASIZES THE STUDY OF SYMBOLS, MEANINGS, AND INTERPRETATIONS
WITHIN A CULTURE, VIEWING CULTURE AS A SYSTEM OF SHARED MEANINGS THAT PEOPLE USE TO MAKE SENSE OF THEIR
LIVES.

THE ScoPe oF SocloLoGY

SOCIOLOGY, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS THE SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF SOCIETY, INCLUDING PATTERNS OF SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS,
SOCIAL INTERACTION, AND CULTURE. IT EXAMINES THE SOCIAL FORCES THAT SHAPE INDIVIDUALS' LIVES, FOCUSING ON HOW
SOCIETIES ARE ORGANIZED, HOW THEY CHANGE, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF THESE DYNAMICS. SOCIOLOGISTS ARE INTERESTED IN
EVERYTHING FROM INTIMATE INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS TO LARGE-SCALE SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, EXAMINING SOCIAL
STRATIFICATION, SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS (LIKE FAMILY, EDUCATION, AND GOVERNMENT), AND THE IMPACT OF SOCIAL PROCESSES
LIKE SOCIALIZATION AND DEVIANCE. WHILE CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY OFTEN ZOOMS IN ON SPECIFIC CULTURAL GROUPS,
SOCIOLOGY TENDS TO ANALYZE BROADER SOCIETAL PATTERNS AND STRUCTURES, LOOKING FOR COMMONALITIES AND
VARIATIONS ACROSS DIFFERENT SEGMENTS OF A SOCIETY.

CorEe SoclioLoaicAL THeorles AND CONCEPTS

SOCIOLOGY IS RICH WITH THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS AND CONCEPTS THAT HELP EXPLAIN SOCIAL PHENOMENA.
® SOCIAL STRUCTURE: THIS REFERS TO THE RECURRENT PATTERNS OF SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS THAT INFLUENCE INDIVIDUAL
BEHAVIOR. | T ENCOMPASSES INSTITUTIONS, SOCIAL CLASSES, AND SOCIAL ROLES.
¢ SocIAL INSTITUTIONS: THESE ARE ESTABLISHED AND ENDURING PATTERNS OF SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS THAT ARE
ORGANIZED AROUND PARTICULAR PURPOSES OR FUNCTIONS, SUCH AS THE FAMILY, THE ECONOMY, THE POLITICAL

SYSTEM, AND RELIGION.

¢ SocCIAL STRATIFICATION: THIS IS THE HIERARCHICAL ARRANGEMENT OF INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS IN A SOCIETY BASED
ON FACTORS LIKE WEALTH, POWER, AND PRESTIGE.

® SOCIALIZATION: THE LIFELONG PROCESS THROUGH WHICH INDIVIDUALS LEARN THE VALUES, BELIEFS, NORMS, AND



BEHAVIORS OF THEIR SOCIETY, INTERNALIZING ITS CULTURE.

® FUNCTIONALISM: A MACRO-LEVEL THEORY THAT VIEWS SOCIETY AS A COMPLEX SYSTEM WHOSE PARTS WORK
TOGETHER TO PROMOTE SOLIDARITY AND STABILITY.

o CONFLICT THEORY: ANOTHER MACRO-LEVEL PERSPECTIVE, THIS THEORY EMPHASIZES SOCIAL INEQUALITIES AND POWER
DIFFERENCES, SUGGESTING THAT SOCIETY IS CHARACTERIZED BY STRUGGLE BETWEEN COMPETING GROUPS FOR SCARCE
RESOURCES.

¢ SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM: A MICRO-LEVEL THEORY THAT FOCUSES ON THE FACE-TO-FACE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN
INDIVIDUALS AND HOW THEY CREATE SHARED MEANINGS THROUGH SYMBOLS, GESTURES, AND LANGUAGE.

THE OVERLAP AND SYNERGY: CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY

DESPITE THEIR DISTINCT ORIGINS AND EMPHASES, CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY SHARE SIGNIFICANT COMMON
GROUND AND BENEFIT IMMENSELY FROM EACH OTHER'S INSIGHTS. BOTH DISCIPLINES ARE CONCERNED WITH UNDERSTANDING THE
COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR WITHIN SOCIAL CONTEXTS. CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY'S DEEP DIVES INTO THE NUANCES OF
SPECIFIC CULTURES CAN ILLUMINATE THE UNDERLYING CULTURAL LOGICS THAT SHAPE SOCIAL PHENOMENA STUDIED BY
SOCIOLOGISTS. For EXAMPLE, UNDERSTANDING THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF FAMILY STRUCTURES IN ONE SOCIETY, A
TYPICAL ANTHROPOLOGICAL FOCUS, CAN PROFOUNDLY INFORM A SOCIOLOGIST'S ANALYSIS OF FAMILY AS A SOCIAL
INSTITUTION. CONVERSELY/ SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES ABOUT SOCIAL CLASS, POWER DYNAMICS, AND INSTITUTIONAL INFLUENCE
CAN PROVIDE A BROADER FRAMEW ORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THE LARGER SOCIETAL FORCES THAT IMPACT THE CULTURAL
PRACTICES OBSERVED BY ANTHROPOLOGISTS.

ONE KEY AREA OF SYNERGY LIES IN THE STUDY OF SOCIAL CHANGE. ANTHROPOLOGISTS CAN PROVIDE GRANULAR, ETHNOGRAPHIC
ACCOUNTS OF HOW CULTURAL NORMS AND PRACTICES ADAPT TO OR RESIST BROADER SOCIETAL SHIFTS, SUCH AS
GLOBALIZATION OR TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENT. SOCIOLOGISTS, IN TURN, CAN ANALYZE THESE MICRO-LEVEL CHANGES
WITHIN MACRO-LEVEL PATTERNS OF SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION. BOTH FIELDS ARE INCREASINGLY RECOGNIZING THE
INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF CULTURE AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE, MOVING AWAY FROM RIGID DISCIPLINARY BOUNDARIES. THE STUDY
OF IDENTITY, FOR INSTANCE, IS A PRIME EXAMPLE WHERE BOTH DISCIPLINES CONVERGE, WITH ANTHROPOLOGISTS EXPLORING THE
CULTURAL CONSTRUCTION OF SELFHOOD AND SOCIOLOGISTS EXAMINING THE SOCIAL FACTORS THAT SHAPE INDIVIDUAL AND
GROUP IDENTITIES.

MeTHoDOLOGICAL APPROACHES: A COMPARATIVE Look

THE METHODOLOGICAL TOOLS EMPLOYED BY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGISTS AND SOCIOLOGISTS, WHILE OVERLAPPING, OFTEN
HIGHLIGHT THEIR DIFFERING PRIORITIES. CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY IS MOST FAMOUSLY ASSOCIATED WITH ETHNOGRAPHY,
WHICH, AS MENTIONED, INVOLVES PROLONGED IMMERSION IN A COMMUNITY. THIS PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION ALLOWS FOR AN
UNPARALLELED DEPTH OF UNDERSTANDING, CAPTURING THE UNSPOKEN RULES AND SUBTLE MEANINGS THAT FORMAL SURVEYS
MIGHT MISS. ANTHROPOLOGISTS OFTEN USE QUALITATIVE METHODS LIKE IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS, LIFE HISTORIES, AND THE
ANALYSIS OF ORAL TRADITIONS TO BUILD THEIR RICH, DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNTS.

SOCIOLOGYI WHILE ALSO UTILIZING QUALITATIVE METHODS, TENDS TO RELY MORE HEAVILY ON QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH,
ESPECIALLY FOR LARGE-SCALE SOCIETAL ANALYSIS. SURVEYS, STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF CENSUS DATA, AND EXPERIMENTS
ARE COMMON TOOLS USED TO IDENTIFY TRENDS, CORRELATIONS, AND CAUSAL RELATIONSHIPS ACROSS LARGE POPULATIONS.
HO\X/EVERI MANY SOCIOLOGISTS ALSO ENGAGE IN QUALITATIVE RESEARCH, INCLUDING ETHNOGRAPHY, IN"DEPTH INTERVIEWS,
AND CONTENT ANALYSIS OF MEDIA, PARTICULARLY WHEN EXPLORING SUBCULTURES, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, OR THE LIVED
EXPERIENCES OF SPECIFIC SOCIAL GROUPS. THE CHOICE OF METHODOLOGY OFTEN DEPENDS ON THE RESEARCH QUESTION. IF THE
GOAL IS TO UNDERSTAND THE INTRICATE MEANING OF A RITUAL IN A REMOTE VILLAGE, ETHNOGRAPHY IS PARAMOUNT. IF THE
GOAL IS TO UNDERSTAND THE CORRELATION BETWEEN INCOME LEVEL AND EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT ACROSS AN ENTIRE
NATION, QUANTITATIVE STATISTICAL ANALYSIS BECOMES ESSENTIAL.



CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNDERSTANDING SOCIETY

BOTH CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY HAVE MADE INDISPENSABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF
HUMANITY. CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN HIGHLIGHTING THE INCREDIBLE DIVERSITY OF HUMAN
CULTURES, DEMONSTRATING THAT THERE IS NO SINGLE “NORMAL" WAY OF LIFE. IT HAS CHALLENGED WESTERN BIASES AND
PROMOTED A MORE NUANCED AND EMPATHETIC VIEW OF DIFFERENT SOCIETIES, FOSTERING CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING. ITs
FOCUS ON THE SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCES OF INDIVIDUALS WITHIN THEIR CULTURAL CONTEXTS OFFERS INVALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO
HUMAN MOTIVATION, BELIEF SYSTEMS, AND SOCIAL BEHAVIOR.

SOCIOLOGY HAS PROVIDED CRUCIAL FRAMEWORKS FOR UNDERSTANDING THE LARGE-SCALE FORCES THAT SHAPE OUR LIVES,
FROM ECONOMIC SYSTEMS AND POLITICAL STRUCTURES TO SOCIAL INEQUALITIES AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS. |T
HELPS US SEE THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN OUR PERSONAL TROUBLES AND LARGER PUBLIC ISSUES, ENCOURAGING CRITICAL
THINKING ABOUT THE SOCIAL WORLD. BY ANALYZING SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS, SOCIOLOGY HELPS US UNDERSTAND HOW SOCIETIES
FUNCTION, HOW THEY PERPETUATE CERTAIN PATTERNS, AND HOW THEY MIGHT BE CHANGED. TOGETHER/ THESE DISCIPLINES OFFER
A POWERFUL TOOLKIT FOR DISSECTING THE MULTIFACETED NATURE OF HUMAN EXISTENCE, FROM THE MOST INTIMATE PERSONAL
INTERACTIONS TO THE GRAND SWEEP OF GLOBAL SOCIAL TRENDS.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS AND INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

THE FUTURE OF BOTH CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY LIES INCREASINGLY IN INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION.
AS THE WORLD BECOMES MORE INTERCONNECTED, THE LINES BETWEEN DISTINCT SOCIETIES AND CULTURES BLUR, NECESSITATING
A MORE INTEGRATED APPROACH TO SOCIAL INQUIRY. RESEARCHERS ARE INCREASINGLY DRAWING ON THEORIES AND METHODS
FROM BOTH FIELDS TO TACKLE COMPLEX CONTEMPORARY ISSUES SUCH AS CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION, MIGRATION
PATTERNS, THE IMPACT OF DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES ON SOCIAL LIFE, AND THE PERSISTENT CHALLENGES OF SOCIAL INEQUALITY
AND DISCRIMINATION.

FURTHERMORE, BOTH DISCIPLINES ARE GRAPPLING WITH HOW TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF POWER, REPRESENTATION, AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE WITHIN THEIR RESEARCH PRACTICES. THERE'S A GROWING EMPHASIS ON DECOLONIZING METHODOLOGIES, AMPLIFYING
MARGINALIZED VOICES, AND ENSURING THAT RESEARCH CONTRIBUTES TO POSITIVE SOCIAL CHANGE. THE SYNERGY BETWEEN
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY PROMISES A RICHER, MORE ROBUST UNDERSTANDING OF THE HUMAN CONDITION,
EQUIPPING US WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES NEEDED TO NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF OUR EVER-
EVOLVING GLOBAL SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

QI How 1S CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DIFFERENT FROM SOCIOLOGY?

A: WHILE BOTH STUDY HUMAN SOCIETIES, CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY PRIMARILY FOCUSES ON THE DIVERSITY OF HUMAN
CULTURES, OFTEN USING IMMERSIVE ETHNOGRAPHIC METHODS TO UNDERSTAND SPECIFIC GROUPS FROM THEIR OWN PERSPECTIVES.
SOCIOLOGY, CONVERSELY, TENDS TO ANALYZE BROADER SOCIAL STRUCTURES, INSTITUTIONS, AND PATTERNS OF INTERACTION
WITHIN MORE COMPLEX, OFTEN INDUSTRIALIZED SOCIETIES, FREQUENTLY EMPLOYING QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS.

QI CAN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY BE STUDIED TOGETHER?

A: ABSOLUTELY! THEY ARE HIGHLY COMPLEMENTARY. CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY PROVIDES DEEP CONTEXTUAL
UNDERSTANDING OF CULTURAL NUANCES, WHILE SOCIOLOGY OFFERS MACRO-LEVEL FRAMEWORKS FOR ANALYZING SOCIAL
STRUCTURES AND TRENDS. COMBINING THEIR INSIGHTS LEADS TO A MORE COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR
AND SOCIETAL DYNAMICS.



QI \WHAT IS THE MOST COMMON RESEARCH METHOD IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY?

A: THE MOST DISTINCTIVE AND COMMON RESEARCH METHOD IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY IS ETHNOGRAPHY, WHICH INVOLVES
EXTENSIVE FIELDWORK, INCLUDING PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION, IN"DEPTH INTERVIEWS, AND LIVING AMONG THE PEOPLE BEING
STUDIED TO GAIN A HOLISTIC UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR CULTURE.

QZ WHAT ARE SOME OF THE KEY AREAS OF STUDY IN SOCIOLOGY?

A: SOCIOLOGY INVESTIGATES A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS, INCLUDING SOCIAL STRATIFICATION (CLASS, RACE, GENDER), SOCIAL
INSTITUTIONS (FAMILY, EDUCATION, RELIGION, GOVERNMENT)I SOCIAL CHANGE, CRIME AND DEVIANCE, URBANIZATION,
GLOBALIZATION, AND THE SOCIOLOGY OF EVERYDAY LIFE.

QI How DO CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGISTS ADDRESS CULTURAL BIAS?

A: CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGISTS COMBAT BIAS PRIMARILY THROUGH THE PRINCIPLE OF CULTURAL RELATIVISM, WHICH
ENCOURAGES UNDERSTANDING CULTURES ON THEIR OWN TERMS WITHOUT JUDGMENT. ETHNOGRAPHIC FIELDWORK, BY EMPHASIZING
THE INSIDER'S PERSPECTIVE (EMIC VIE\X/), ALSO HELPS TO MITIGATE ETHNOCENTRIC BIASES.

Q: WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CULTURE AND SOCIETY?

A: CULTURE REFERS TO THE SHARED BELIEFS, VALUES, CUSTOMS, AND BEHAVIORS OF A GROUP, WHILE SOCIETY REFERS TO THE
STRUCTURED RELATIONSHIPS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT ORGANIZE PEOPLE. CULTURE PROVIDES THE CONTENT AND MEANING FOR
SOCIAL LIFE, WHILE SOCIETY PROVIDES THE STRUCTURE WITHIN WHICH CULTURE IS ENACTED AND TRANSMITTED.

Q: ARE THERE ANY THEORETICAL OVERLAPS BETWEEN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND
SOCIOLOGY?

A: YES, THERE ARE SIGNIFICANT THEORETICAL OVERLAPS. FOR INSTANCE, BOTH DISCIPLINES EXPLORE CONCEPTS OF SOCIAL
STRUCTURE, NORMS, SOCIALIZATION, AND IDENTITY. SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES LIKE FUNCTIONALISM AND CONFLICT THEORY CAN
BE APPLIED TO ANALYZE CULTURAL SYSTEMS, AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL INSIGHTS INTO CULTURAL SYMBOLISM INFORM
SOCIOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDINGS OF MEANING-MAKING.

QZ \WHY IS A HOLISTIC APPROACH IMPORTANT IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY?

A: A HOLISTIC APPROACH IS CRUCIAL BECAUSE ANTHROPOLOGISTS BELIEVE THAT ALL ASPECTS OF A CULTURE ARE
INTERCONNECTED. TO TRULY UNDERSTAND A CULTURAL PRACTICE, LIKE A RELIGIOUS RITUAL, ONE MUST ALSO CONSIDER ITS
RELATIONSHIP TO THE SOCIETY'S ECONOMIC SYSTEM, POLITICAL STRUCTURE, KINSHIP PATTERNS, AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT.
|GNORING THESE CONNECTIONS WOULD LEAD TO AN INCOMPLETE OR INACCURATE UNDERSTANDING.
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