cultural anthropology and conflict zones

Cultural Anthropology and Conflict Zones: Understanding the Human Dimension of War

Cultural anthropology and conflict zones represents a critical, yet often overlooked, nexus in
understanding the complexities of human conflict. It's through this lens that we can begin to unravel
the intricate tapestry of social structures, belief systems, and historical grievances that fuel and
sustain violence. For too long, analyses of conflict have been dominated by geopolitical strategies and
economic factors, leaving the deeply embedded cultural dimensions largely unexplored. This article
delves into the profound contributions of cultural anthropology in dissecting the roots of conflict, the
lived experiences of those within war-torn regions, and the pathways toward sustainable peace. We
will examine how anthropological methodologies illuminate the nuances of identity, kinship, power
dynamics, and cultural narratives that shape conflict, offering invaluable insights for practitioners,
policymakers, and anyone seeking a more comprehensive understanding of global instability.
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The Role of Cultural Anthropology in Conflict Analysis

Cultural anthropology offers a unique and indispensable perspective when examining conflict zones.
Unlike purely quantitative approaches that might focus on troop movements or economic indicators,
anthropology digs into the qualitative aspects of human behavior and societal organization. It
provides a framework for understanding why people fight, how social relationships fracture or
reinforce during times of crisis, and what cultural values are at stake. By immersing themselves in the
daily lives of communities, anthropologists can identify subtle social cues, historical memory, and
underlying tensions that might otherwise remain invisible to external observers. This deep, contextual
understanding is crucial for developing effective interventions, whether they involve humanitarian aid,
peacekeeping operations, or long-term development strategies.

The discipline’s emphasis on holism means that it considers all facets of a society - from its economic
practices and political structures to its religious beliefs and artistic expressions - as interconnected. In



conflict zones, this interconnectedness becomes even more pronounced. A seemingly minor dispute
over land, for instance, might be deeply intertwined with ancestral rights, religious symbolism, and
historical narratives of oppression. Anthropologists are trained to trace these complex linkages,
revealing how multiple cultural factors converge to create and sustain a conflict. Without this nuanced
understanding, well-intentioned efforts to resolve conflict can inadvertently exacerbate existing
tensions or fail to address the core issues at play.

Understanding the Cultural Roots of Conflict

Delving into the cultural roots of conflict requires a deep dive into a society’s historical trajectory, its
dominant belief systems, and its prevailing social norms. Often, conflicts are not spontaneous
eruptions of violence but rather the culmination of long-standing grievances, perceived injustices, and
the manipulation of cultural symbols for political gain. Anthropologists explore how collective
memories of past traumas, such as colonialism, displacement, or genocide, can be selectively invoked
to mobilize populations and justify present-day hostilities. These narratives are not always factual in a
literal sense but are powerfully potent in shaping group identity and fostering a sense of ‘us’ versus
‘them’.

Furthermore, understanding power structures within a society is paramount. Anthropology examines
how power is distributed, negotiated, and contested, paying close attention to how marginalized
groups articulate their grievances. In many conflict zones, social stratification based on ethnicity,
religion, class, or gender plays a significant role in creating fertile ground for conflict. When certain
groups feel systematically disenfranchised or denied basic rights, the potential for resentment and
resistance grows. Anthropologists utilize ethnographic methods to document these power dynamics
from the ground up, giving voice to those who are often silenced in official accounts of conflict.

Kinship, Social Networks, and Conflict Escalation

Kinship systems and social networks are foundational to many societies and can play a dual role in
conflict. On one hand, strong kinship ties can provide crucial support systems during times of crisis,
fostering solidarity and collective resilience. Families and extended kin groups can act as buffers
against external pressures, providing resources and emotional support. However, kinship can also
become a vehicle for conflict escalation. When ethnic or tribal affiliations are strong, perceived threats
to one group can trigger a unified response, often drawing in distant relatives who might not have
been directly involved initially. Anthropologists meticulously map these networks to understand how
social ties are mobilized for or against peace.

Moreover, feuds and vendettas can be deeply embedded within kinship structures. A wrong
committed against an individual can be seen as an affront to their entire lineage, necessitating
retribution. These cycles of violence, perpetuated through generations, are a prime example of how
cultural norms, when intertwined with social structures, can sustain conflict. Understanding the
specific rules and expectations governing kinship obligations and honor within a particular cultural
context is therefore essential for any effective conflict resolution strategy.

Ritual, Symbolism, and the Construction of Identity

Rituals and symbols are potent tools in the construction and maintenance of collective identities, and
in conflict zones, they are often weaponized. Shared rituals, whether religious ceremonies, national



holidays, or communal storytelling, bind people together and reinforce a sense of belonging.
However, these same practices can be co-opted by political actors to foster exclusionary identities
and demonize ‘the other’. Anthropologists analyze how specific symbols - flags, religious icons,
historical figures - are imbued with meaning and how this meaning can be manipulated to incite
hatred or rally support for a cause.

The transformation of sacred spaces or the desecration of cultural artifacts can serve as powerful
triggers for violence, highlighting the deep emotional and symbolic significance attached to cultural
heritage. Understanding the nuanced meanings of these symbols and rituals within a specific cultural
context allows for a more sensitive and effective approach to conflict prevention and resolution. It
means recognizing that what might seem like an abstract symbol to an outsider can be deeply tied to
a community’s sense of self-worth and historical continuity.

Ethnography in Conflict Zones: Methods and
Challenges

Ethnography, the cornerstone of cultural anthropology, involves immersive fieldwork, where
researchers live among the people they study, observing their daily lives, conducting interviews, and
participating in local activities. In conflict zones, this method is both incredibly valuable and fraught
with significant challenges. The richness of ethnographic data gathered in such environments
provides unparalleled insights into the lived realities of conflict, moving beyond official reports and
statistics to capture the human experience of violence, displacement, and resilience. It allows
anthropologists to document the subtle ways in which conflict impacts social structures, individual
psychology, and community cohesion.

However, conducting fieldwork in active conflict zones demands extreme caution, ethical
considerations, and a deep understanding of local political dynamics. Researchers must navigate
security risks, build trust with communities that may be wary of outsiders, and grapple with the
emotional toll of witnessing suffering. The very presence of an anthropologist can sometimes be
misinterpreted, leading to suspicion or even danger. Furthermore, the ethical imperative to ‘do no
harm’ becomes amplified, requiring careful consideration of how research findings might be used and
who might benefit or be harmed by their dissemination. Building rapport and ensuring informed
consent in environments where coercion is a constant threat are complex, ongoing ethical
negotiations.

Building Trust and Rapport in Adversarial Environments

Establishing trust and rapport with communities in conflict zones is a delicate and protracted process.
It requires consistent engagement, genuine respect for local customs and perspectives, and a
commitment to transparency. Anthropologists often spend extended periods in a community, not just
conducting research, but also participating in local life, offering assistance where appropriate, and
demonstrating their understanding of the local context. This slow, organic building of relationships is
essential for gaining access to sensitive information and for ensuring that research participants feel
safe and respected.

Conversely, a lack of trust can create significant barriers, leading to suspicion, misinformation, or
outright refusal to cooperate. In environments where violence and betrayal are common, people are
naturally cautious. Anthropologists must be patient, adaptable, and willing to adjust their
methodologies based on the evolving security situation and the expressed needs and concerns of the



community. The ability to listen actively, to show empathy, and to demonstrate a commitment to the
well-being of the community are paramount in overcoming these challenges.

Navigating Security Risks and Ethical Dilemmas

Security is an ever-present concern for anthropologists working in conflict zones. The risks can range
from petty crime and kidnapping to direct exposure to combat or crossfire. Researchers must
undertake rigorous risk assessments, develop comprehensive security protocols, and often rely on
local fixers or security personnel who have intimate knowledge of the terrain and the actors involved.
The decision to enter or remain in a conflict zone is never taken lightly and involves a constant
weighing of the potential benefits of the research against the inherent dangers.

Ethical dilemmas abound. How does one respond when witnessing human rights abuses? What are
the obligations of a researcher to intervene or report? The principle of non-maleficence, or ‘do no
harm,’ is central. This means carefully considering how research questions are framed, how data is
collected and stored, and how findings are disseminated to avoid inadvertently putting individuals or
communities at further risk. The potential for research to be misused by governments or armed
groups to further their agendas is a grave concern that requires constant vigilance and ethical
reflection.

Identity, Ethnicity, and the Fueling of Conflict

Identity, particularly ethnic and religious identity, is frequently at the heart of protracted conflicts. In
many regions, colonial legacies, arbitrary border drawing, and historical power imbalances have
created or exacerbated divisions between groups. When these identities are mobilized politically, they
can be used to create a powerful sense of ‘us’ versus ‘them,’ fostering animosity and distrust that can
easily escalate into violence. Cultural anthropologists are skilled at deconstructing these identity
formations, examining how they are constructed, maintained, and manipulated through cultural
practices, historical narratives, and political discourse.

The concept of the ‘other’ is central to this process. When one group perceives another as
fundamentally different, threatening, or inherently inferior, it creates a psychological and social
distance that can justify aggression. Anthropologists study the cultural mechanisms through which
these ‘othering’ processes occur, examining stereotypes, prejudices, and dehumanizing rhetoric.
Understanding these dynamics is crucial for developing interventions that promote intergroup
dialogue and challenge divisive narratives.

The Construction of Collective Memory and Historical
Grievances

Collective memory, the shared remembrance of past events within a group, is a powerful force in
shaping contemporary identities and fueling ongoing conflicts. Historical grievances, whether real or
perceived, are often selectively recalled and amplified to foster a sense of victimhood and justify
demands for redress or even revenge. Anthropologists analyze how these memories are transmitted
through oral traditions, historical accounts, monuments, and public commemorations. They explore
how certain events are highlighted while others are suppressed, and how these narratives are
constantly reinterpreted to serve present-day political agendas.



Understanding the construction of collective memory is vital for any peacebuilding effort. Simply
imposing a new narrative or ignoring past injustices is unlikely to be effective. Instead, approaches
that acknowledge, validate, and engage with these memories in a nuanced way are more likely to
foster reconciliation. This might involve supporting processes of historical dialogue, truth
commissions, or memorialization projects that allow for multiple perspectives to be heard and
understood.

The Role of Religion in Identity and Conflict

Religion often plays a complex and multifaceted role in conflict zones. While many religions promote
peace, compassion, and social justice, religious ideologies can also be instrumentalized to legitimize
violence, create divisions, and mobilize followers. Anthropologists examine how religious beliefs and
institutions interact with other social and political forces, influencing notions of identity, morality, and
legitimate authority. They investigate how religious leaders and communities become involved in
conflict, both as perpetrators and as agents of peace.

The manipulation of religious symbols, texts, and narratives for political purposes is a common
feature of many conflicts. This can involve framing the conflict as a cosmic struggle between good
and evil, or invoking divine mandates to justify actions. Anthropologists work to understand the
specific interpretations of religious doctrines within particular cultural contexts and how these
interpretations are used to shape group loyalties and foster animosity towards perceived enemies.
Conversely, they also document the crucial role that religious communities can play in providing
humanitarian aid, mediating disputes, and promoting reconciliation.

The Anthropology of Peacebuilding and Reconciliation

Beyond analyzing the causes of conflict, cultural anthropology offers critical insights into the
processes of peacebuilding and reconciliation. This subfield examines how societies transition from
violence to stability, focusing on the cultural mechanisms that can foster healing, trust, and
coexistence. Anthropologists explore the social dynamics of disarmament, demobilization, and
reintegration (DDR) programs, the effectiveness of transitional justice mechanisms, and the role of
community-based initiatives in rebuilding shattered lives and social fabrics.

Peacebuilding is not merely the absence of war; it involves the active construction of sustainable
peace, which requires addressing the underlying social, economic, and cultural factors that
contributed to the conflict in the first place. Cultural anthropologists emphasize that effective
peacebuilding must be locally driven and culturally sensitive, recognizing that solutions imposed from
the outside are rarely sustainable. They work with communities to identify their own pathways to
peace, drawing on local knowledge, traditions, and social structures.

Community-Based Peacebuilding Initiatives

Community-based peacebuilding initiatives are often the most effective at fostering sustainable
change. These initiatives are rooted in local contexts and empower communities to take ownership of
their own peace processes. Anthropologists play a crucial role in identifying and supporting these
initiatives, which can include dialogue forums, reconciliation workshops, community policing
programs, and cultural exchange projects. They help to ensure that these efforts are culturally
appropriate and responsive to the specific needs and challenges of the community.



These initiatives often focus on rebuilding trust between former adversaries, addressing trauma, and
creating opportunities for economic and social reintegration. By working at the grassroots level,
anthropologists can help to foster a sense of shared purpose and collective responsibility for peace.
They can also help to bridge divides between different ethnic, religious, or political groups, creating
spaces for dialogue and understanding.

The Role of Culture in Transitional Justice

Transitional justice mechanisms, such as truth commissions, reparations programs, and international
criminal tribunals, are designed to address past human rights violations and promote accountability.
Cultural anthropologists contribute to this field by highlighting the importance of cultural context in
the design and implementation of these mechanisms. They emphasize that what constitutes ‘justice’
or ‘reconciliation’ can vary significantly across cultures, and that successful transitional justice
requires a deep understanding of local norms, values, and expectations.

For instance, in some societies, formal legal processes might be less effective than traditional dispute
resolution mechanisms. In others, collective forms of remembrance and acknowledgment might be
more important than individual punishment. Anthropologists work to ensure that transitional justice
processes are culturally sensitive and inclusive, allowing for a broader range of voices to be heard and
for a more holistic approach to healing and accountability to emerge.

Cultural Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution

Cultural diplomacy, the exchange of ideas, information, art, and other aspects of culture among
nations and their peoples to foster mutual understanding, plays a significant role in conflict resolution.
In conflict zones, where trust and communication are often broken, cultural exchange can serve as a
powerful tool for building bridges and fostering empathy. Anthropologists can help to identify and
facilitate such exchanges, recognizing that shared artistic experiences, educational programs, or even
culinary traditions can create unexpected points of connection between divided communities.

This approach moves beyond traditional diplomatic channels, engaging people on a more personal
and emotional level. By experiencing each other’s culture, individuals can begin to see shared
humanity and common ground, chipping away at stereotypes and prejudices. This can create a more
fertile environment for formal peace negotiations and long-term reconciliation. Cultural diplomacy,
when informed by anthropological insights, can be a subtle yet profoundly effective means of de-
escalating tensions and building the foundations for lasting peace.

Arts, Media, and Peacebuilding Narratives

The arts and media are powerful vehicles for shaping perceptions and constructing narratives, making
them crucial tools in both conflict and peacebuilding. In conflict zones, propaganda and biased media
coverage can exacerbate divisions and fuel hatred. Conversely, art, music, theater, and film can be
used to challenge these narratives, promote empathy, and foster a sense of shared humanity.
Anthropologists examine how these cultural forms are used by different groups and how they can be
harnessed for peacebuilding purposes.

For example, collaborative art projects can bring together individuals from opposing sides, allowing
them to express their experiences and find common ground. Documentaries and media campaigns
can raise awareness about the human cost of conflict and promote messages of tolerance and



reconciliation. The careful crafting of peacebuilding narratives, informed by an understanding of
cultural sensitivities and historical contexts, can be instrumental in shifting public opinion and
creating a more conducive environment for peace.

Case Studies: Anthropological Insights from Conflict
Zones

Examining specific case studies vividly illustrates the critical role of cultural anthropology in
understanding and addressing conflict. From the intricate ethnic tensions in the Balkans to the deep-
seated grievances in post-colonial Africa, anthropological fieldwork has provided invaluable context
that external analyses often miss. For instance, studies in Rwanda have highlighted how pre-existing
social structures and historical marginalization contributed to the genocide, revealing that the conflict
was not solely an explosion of ethnic hatred but was deeply rooted in political manipulation of social
divisions. Similarly, research in Afghanistan has shed light on the complex interplay of tribal loyalties,
religious interpretations, and local power dynamics, offering critical insights into the challenges of
state-building and counterinsurgency.

These case studies underscore that conflicts are rarely monolithic; they are intricate webs of social,
political, economic, and cultural factors. An anthropological lens allows for the unpacking of these
complexities, revealing how local customs, belief systems, and historical experiences shape the
trajectory of violence and the possibilities for peace. Without such nuanced understanding,
interventions risk being ineffective, counterproductive, or even exacerbating the very problems they
aim to solve. The ethnographic detail gathered by anthropologists provides a vital counterpoint to
broad-stroke analyses, grounding our understanding of conflict in the lived realities of the people
affected.

The Balkans: Ethnicity, Memory, and Resurgent Nationalism

The conflicts in the former Yugoslavia serve as a stark example of how manipulated ethnic identities
and contested historical narratives can fuel devastating violence. Anthropological research in the
region documented how political elites selectively invoked historical grievances and religious
affiliations to create divisions between populations that had previously coexisted. The emphasis on
distinct ethnic and religious identities, often amplified through media and public discourse, fostered a
climate of fear and suspicion, which was then exploited to mobilize populations for war.
Understanding the complex layers of collective memory, the role of cultural symbols, and the social
mechanisms that reinforced ethnic divisions was crucial for comprehending the escalation and
perpetuation of these conflicts. Post-conflict anthropological work has also been vital in understanding
the challenges of reconciliation and the ongoing efforts to rebuild multi-ethnic societies, highlighting
the deep scars left by historical trauma and the slow, painstaking process of rebuilding trust.

Afghanistan: Tribalism, Religion, and the Challenge of State
Building
In Afghanistan, anthropological studies have illuminated the profound influence of tribal structures,

kinship networks, and diverse interpretations of Islam on the country’s long-standing conflicts. The
complex web of allegiances and rivalries between different Pashtun tribes, as well as the relationships



between Pashtuns and other ethnic groups like Tajiks and Hazaras, has significantly shaped the
political landscape and the dynamics of conflict. Anthropologists have meticulously documented how
religious ideology has been both a source of solace and a tool for mobilization, with various factions
drawing on different interpretations of Islamic law and doctrine to legitimize their actions. The
challenges of establishing a unified and effective state in Afghanistan are deeply intertwined with
these socio-cultural realities, where traditional forms of authority and dispute resolution often
supersede formal government structures. Understanding these local dynamics is essential for any
external actor seeking to engage constructively with Afghan society and contribute to sustainable
peace and development.

Future Directions for Cultural Anthropology in Conflict
Studies

The field of cultural anthropology continues to evolve, with increasing focus on interdisciplinary
collaboration and the application of anthropological insights to contemporary global challenges. In the
realm of conflict studies, future directions will likely involve greater integration with fields such as
peace studies, international relations, and psychology. The use of digital ethnography and the
analysis of online discourse offer new avenues for understanding how identities are constructed and
mobilized in virtual spaces, which are increasingly relevant in contemporary conflicts. Furthermore,
there is a growing emphasis on participatory research methods, where communities themselves are
actively involved in defining research questions and interpreting findings, ensuring that
anthropological work is not only academically rigorous but also practically useful for local
peacebuilding efforts.

There is also a critical need for anthropologists to engage more directly with policymakers and
practitioners, translating complex ethnographic findings into actionable recommendations. The
development of innovative tools and methodologies, such as visual anthropology for documenting
cultural heritage under threat or the use of storytelling platforms for sharing diverse perspectives, will
further enhance the field’s impact. As global instability persists, the unique ability of cultural
anthropology to provide deep, contextualized understanding of the human dimension of conflict will
remain indispensable. The discipline’s commitment to empathy, critical analysis, and understanding
the nuances of human experience is more vital than ever in navigating the complexities of our
increasingly interconnected and often fractured world.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration and Applied Anthropology

The future of cultural anthropology in conflict zones will undoubtedly see a greater emphasis on
interdisciplinary collaboration. Working alongside peace researchers, international law experts,
development practitioners, and even data scientists, anthropologists can offer richer, more
comprehensive analyses of conflict dynamics. This collaborative approach allows for the triangulation
of data and methodologies, leading to a more robust understanding of complex problems. Applied
anthropology, in particular, will become increasingly crucial, focusing on how anthropological
knowledge can be directly translated into effective interventions for conflict prevention, resolution,
and post-conflict reconstruction. This might involve designing culturally sensitive aid programs,
advising on de-escalation strategies, or developing effective reintegration programs for former
combatants.



Technological Innovations and Digital Ethnography

Technological advancements are opening up new frontiers for anthropological research in conflict
zones. Digital ethnography, which involves studying online communities, social media interactions,
and digital communication patterns, offers a novel way to understand how identities are formed, how
information (and misinformation) spreads, and how political discourse evolves in contemporary
conflicts. While digital methods cannot replace traditional immersive fieldwork, they can provide
valuable complementary data and allow researchers to observe phenomena that might be
inaccessible through conventional means. The ethical considerations surrounding digital research,
such as data privacy and informed consent in online spaces, are also a critical area of ongoing
development and debate within the discipline.

The Ethical Imperative for Anthropological Engagement

There is a growing ethical imperative for cultural anthropologists to actively engage with conflict and
peacebuilding processes. The discipline’s core tenets of understanding diverse perspectives,
advocating for marginalized voices, and promoting social justice align directly with the goals of
conflict resolution. This engagement necessitates a commitment to not only researching conflict but
also to actively contributing to solutions. This can involve working with NGOs, international
organizations, or local communities to develop and implement peacebuilding initiatives, advocate for
policy changes, or facilitate dialogue. The ethical challenge lies in balancing the researcher’s role as
an objective observer with the moral responsibility to act when confronted with injustice and
suffering. This requires careful consideration of the potential impacts of one’s work and a
commitment to ensuring that anthropological contributions serve the interests of peace and human
well-being.

Q: What is the primary role of cultural anthropology in
understanding conflict zones?

A: The primary role of cultural anthropology in understanding conflict zones is to provide a deep,
gualitative analysis of the human dimension of conflict. This involves exploring the intricate social
structures, belief systems, historical grievances, cultural narratives, and power dynamics that fuel and
sustain violence, offering insights that quantitative or geopolitical analyses might miss.

Q: How does ethnography contribute to the study of conflict
zones?

A: Ethnography, through immersive fieldwork, allows anthropologists to live among communities in
conflict zones, observing daily life and gathering firsthand accounts. This provides rich, contextualized
data on the lived experiences of conflict, revealing subtle social cues, underlying tensions, and the
impact of violence on individuals and communities, which is invaluable for understanding the human
cost of war.



Q: Can cultural anthropology help prevent conflicts from
escalating?

A: Yes, by identifying the cultural roots of grievances, understanding how identities are mobilized, and
analyzing the social mechanisms that perpetuate animosity, cultural anthropology can contribute to
conflict prevention. Its insights can inform early warning systems and the development of
interventions aimed at de-escalating tensions before they erupt into violence.

Q: What are the main ethical challenges faced by
anthropologists in conflict zones?

A: Major ethical challenges include navigating security risks, building trust with potentially wary
populations, ensuring informed consent in coercive environments, and the responsibility to ‘do no
harm.” Anthropologists must carefully consider how their research findings might be used and who
might be negatively impacted.

Q: How does cultural anthropology contribute to
peacebuilding and reconciliation efforts?

A: Cultural anthropology contributes by understanding how societies transition from violence to
stability, examining the effectiveness of peacebuilding initiatives, and highlighting the importance of
culturally sensitive approaches to justice and reconciliation. It emphasizes locally driven solutions and
the rebuilding of trust and social cohesion.

Q: What is the significance of identity, particularly ethnic and
religious identity, in anthropological studies of conflict?

A: Identity, especially ethnic and religious identity, is often central to conflicts. Anthropologists study
how these identities are constructed, mobilized, and manipulated, often leading to the creation of ‘us
vs. them’ narratives that fuel animosity. Understanding these identity dynamics is crucial for
comprehending the motivations behind conflict.

Q: How can cultural diplomacy, informed by anthropology, aid
in conflict resolution?

A: Cultural diplomacy, by facilitating the exchange of ideas, art, and culture, can foster mutual
understanding and empathy between divided groups. Anthropological insights help in identifying
culturally appropriate exchange programs and communication strategies that can build bridges and
create common ground, facilitating formal peace negotiations.

Q: What are the future trends in anthropological research on
conflict zones?

A: Future trends include greater interdisciplinary collaboration with fields like peace studies and



international relations, the use of digital ethnography to study online discourse, and a stronger focus
on participatory research methods where communities are actively involved in the research process.

Q: Can understanding cultural nuances help in designing more
effective humanitarian aid in conflict zones?

A: Absolutely. Cultural understanding ensures that aid is delivered in a way that is culturally
appropriate, respects local customs, and addresses the specific needs and sensitivities of the
recipient population. This can prevent unintended offense or disruption, making aid delivery more
efficient and effective.

Q: How does the concept of collective memory influence
conflict, and how do anthropologists study it?

A: Collective memory, the shared remembrance of past events, can be a powerful source of historical

grievances that fuels conflict. Anthropologists study how these memories are transmitted through oral
traditions, narratives, and commemorations, and how they are selectively invoked or reinterpreted to

serve present-day political agendas.
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