cuban perspective on us policy

Understanding the Complexities of the Cuban Perspective on

US Policy

Cuban perspective on US policy is a deeply multifaceted subject, shaped by decades of geopolitical
tension, economic sanctions, and a persistent struggle for sovereignty. This article delves into how
Cubans view American actions, from the enduring embargo to more recent shifts in diplomatic
engagement. We will explore the historical roots of these perceptions, the impact of US policies on
Cuban society and economy, and the evolving dialogue between the two nations. Understanding this

perspective is crucial for anyone seeking to grasp the intricacies of US-Cuba relations.
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Historical Context of US-Cuba Relations

The relationship between Cuba and the United States is a long and often contentious one, with roots
stretching back to the late 19th century. Following Cuba's independence from Spain, the US exerted
significant influence, even enacting the Platt Amendment, which granted the US the right to intervene
in Cuban affairs. This period instilled a deep-seated Cuban distrust of American intentions, a sentiment
that would only intensify after the Cuban Revolution in 1959. The revolution, led by Fidel Castro,
ushered in a socialist government that nationalized industries and aligned Cuba with the Soviet Union,

setting the stage for the decades of animosity that followed.

From the Cuban viewpoint, the US has historically acted as an imperial power, seeking to control and
exploit the island's resources rather than fostering genuine partnership. This historical narrative is
fundamental to understanding present-day Cuban perspectives on US policy. The revolution is often
seen as a definitive break from this era of foreign domination, a moment when Cuba asserted its right
to self-determination. Therefore, any perceived US interference, whether overt or subtle, is viewed

through this lens of historical struggle and a fierce desire to protect hard-won national sovereignty.

The Enduring Impact of the US Embargo

The US embargo against Cuba, formally known as the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, remains a
central and profoundly impactful element of US policy. Implemented in the early 1960s, the embargo

has severely restricted trade, travel, and financial transactions between the two countries. For Cubans,



this policy is not just an economic measure; it is perceived as a collective punishment, aimed at
destabilizing the government and causing suffering to the population. They often describe it as an
unjust blockade that violates international law and hinders Cuba's ability to develop and provide for its

citizens.

The economic consequences are undeniable. Essential goods, medical supplies, and technological
advancements are often difficult or prohibitively expensive to acquire due to the embargo's reach. This
has forced Cuba to seek alternative trading partners, often at less favorable terms, and has contributed
to the scarcity of certain products on the island. Many Cubans feel that the embargo is an outdated
relic of the Cold War, a policy that has failed to achieve its intended goals of regime change but has
instead inflicted significant hardship on ordinary people. The argument often made from the island is
that engagement, not isolation, would be a more constructive approach to fostering change and

improving living standards.

Economic Repercussions of US Policy

The economic repercussions of US policy, primarily driven by the embargo, are felt daily by Cubans.
The inability to access US markets or engage in direct financial transactions with American entities
creates significant hurdles for businesses, both state-owned and nascent private enterprises. This has
a ripple effect, impacting job creation, wage levels, and the overall quality of life. For instance,
acquiring necessary spare parts for machinery or modern technology often involves convoluted and

expensive intermediaries, increasing costs and delaying progress.

Furthermore, the embargo's extraterritorial reach, which can penalize third-country companies doing
business with Cuba, creates an environment of fear and discourages foreign investment. This limits
Cuba's ability to attract capital necessary for infrastructure development, tourism expansion, and other
key sectors. The Cuban perspective often highlights how this policy stifles economic growth and
hinders the island's potential to integrate more effectively into the global economy, perpetuating a cycle

of underdevelopment that is seen as a direct consequence of American foreign policy.



Cuban Views on US Intervention and Sovereignty

A cornerstone of the Cuban perspective on US policy is an unwavering commitment to national
sovereignty and a deep-seated suspicion of foreign intervention. The historical memory of US
dominance and its perceived attempts to influence Cuban internal affairs fuels this sensitivity. Any
action by the US government that is interpreted as an attempt to dictate Cuba's political or economic

system is met with strong resistance and a renewed emphasis on self-determination.

This perspective is not limited to overt political pressure. It extends to US-funded programs aimed at
promoting democracy or supporting civil society within Cuba, which are often viewed with skepticism.
From Havana's vantage point, these initiatives can be seen as clandestine efforts to undermine the
existing government and sow internal discord. The Cuban government and many of its citizens believe
that the path to a stable and prosperous future lies in decisions made by Cubans themselves, free
from external coercion or interference. This belief in absolute sovereignty is a powerful undercurrent in

how they interpret and react to US foreign policy decisions.

Social and Cultural Exchanges: A Shifting Landscape

Despite the significant political and economic estrangement, social and cultural exchanges between
Cuba and the United States have often served as a bridge, offering glimpses of a more nuanced
relationship. In periods of détente, there has been a notable increase in travel, academic
collaborations, and artistic exchanges. For many Cubans, these interactions provide invaluable
opportunities to connect with people from the US, share their culture, and gain different perspectives,

challenging some of the more entrenched stereotypes.

However, the fluctuating nature of US policy has also meant that these exchanges can be easily
curtailed. When diplomatic relations are strained, restrictions on travel and cultural engagement often

tighten, limiting the potential for people-to-people diplomacy. Cubans often express a desire for more



consistent and open channels of communication and cultural understanding, seeing these as vital for
fostering mutual respect and breaking down barriers, irrespective of governmental policies. They

recognize the power of shared humanity and artistic expression to transcend political divides.

The Obama Era: A Period of Rapprochement

The administration of President Barack Obama marked a significant turning point in US-Cuba relations,
initiating a period of détente and normalization that was widely welcomed by many Cubans. The re-
establishment of diplomatic ties in 2015, the opening of embassies in Havana and Washington D.C.,
and the easing of some travel and economic restrictions were seen as historic steps towards a more
constructive relationship. From the Cuban perspective, this era represented a potential shift away from

decades of punitive policies towards a more pragmatic and respectful engagement.

During this time, there was a palpable sense of optimism on the island. Increased tourism, the
resumption of direct flights, and the ability for some American businesses to engage with Cuban
counterparts offered tangible benefits and sparked hopes for economic revitalization and broader
access to goods and services. Many Cubans viewed Obama's approach as a recognition of Cuba's
right to self-determination and a more mature understanding of how to foster positive change through
dialogue rather than isolation. This period offered a compelling vision of what a more cooperative

future could look like.

Challenges and Setbacks in Recent Years

The period of rapprochement initiated under the Obama administration faced significant challenges and
subsequent setbacks in the years that followed. Under the Trump administration, many of the policies
that had eased restrictions were reversed, and new sanctions were imposed. This resurgence of
hardline policies was met with disappointment and frustration on the island. From the Cuban

perspective, these actions not only halted progress but also created a climate of uncertainty and



renewed hardship, undermining the hopes that had been built.

The designation of Cuba as a state sponsor of terrorism and the tightening of the embargo, particularly
concerning remittances and travel, were seen as particularly damaging. Cubans often feel that these
policies are not only detrimental to their nation's development but also reflect a lack of understanding
of the realities on the ground and the desire of many Cubans for continued engagement. This era
highlighted the volatility of US foreign policy and its direct impact on the daily lives and aspirations of
the Cuban people, leading to a renewed sense of resilience and determination to chart their own

course.

The Future of US-Cuba Policy from a Cuban Standpoint

Looking ahead, the Cuban perspective on US policy is characterized by a blend of cautious optimism
and a pragmatic understanding of the challenges that remain. While acknowledging the historical
grievances and the impact of past and present policies, there is a consistent desire for a stable,
respectful, and mutually beneficial relationship with the United States. Cubans generally advocate for
an end to the embargo, viewing it as an anachronism that impedes their nation's progress and their

ability to engage fully in the global community.

There is a strong emphasis on dialogue, cooperation, and recognizing Cuba's right to sovereignty.
Many Cubans believe that engagement, rather than isolation, is the most effective way to foster
understanding and encourage positive developments on both sides. They hope for a future where US
policy is based on mutual respect, recognizing Cuba as an independent nation with its own aspirations
and a distinct cultural identity. The ultimate goal from the Cuban standpoint is to build a sovereign,
prosperous nation, and they believe that a more constructive US policy would significantly contribute to

achieving this objective.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary Cuban viewpoint regarding the US

embargo?

A: The primary Cuban viewpoint is that the US embargo is an unjust and harmful policy that
constitutes collective punishment. Cubans often see it as a blockade that infringes upon
international law and severely hinders their nation's economic development, access to essential

goods, and the well-being of its citizens.

Q: How has the historical relationship between Cuba and the US

influenced current Cuban perspectives on US policy?

A: The historical relationship, marked by periods of US intervention and influence, has instilled a
deep-seated Cuban commitment to national sovereignty and a profound distrust of perceived

foreign interference. This historical narrative is fundamental to how Cubans interpret and react to
current US policies, viewing any perceived overreach through the lens of past struggles for self-

determination.

Q: What was the Cuban perception of the Obama administration's

policy towards Cuba?



A: The Cuban perception of the Obama administration's policy was largely positive, viewing it as
a historic period of détente and normalization. The re-establishment of diplomatic ties and the
easing of some restrictions were seen as a significant step towards a more constructive and

respectful relationship, generating optimism for future engagement.

Q: How did the US policy shifts under the Trump administration

affect the Cuban perspective?

A: The policy shifts under the Trump administration, which reversed some of the normalization
efforts and imposed new sanctions, were met with disappointment and frustration. This
resurgence of hardline policies was perceived as a setback, undermining previous progress and

reinforcing the challenges to improving US-Cuba relations from a Cuban standpoint.

Q: What are the key desires of Cubans concerning future US

policy?

A: Key desires include the complete lifting of the US embargo, which they view as an obstacle to
progress. Cubans generally advocate for continued dialogue, mutual respect, cooperation, and
policies that acknowledge Cuba's sovereign right to self-determination, believing that

engagement is more beneficial than isolation.

Q: In what ways does the US embargo impact the daily lives of



ordinary Cubans?

A: The embargo impacts daily life by limiting access to a wide range of goods, including
medicine and technology, often increasing their cost and scarcity. It also affects job opportunities
and the overall economic climate, contributing to shortages and a lower purchasing power for

many citizens.

Q: How do Cubans view US-funded democracy promotion

programs?

A: US-funded democracy promotion programs are often viewed with suspicion from the Cuban
perspective. They are frequently interpreted as attempts to undermine the existing government
and interfere in Cuba's internal affairs, rather than as genuine efforts to foster democratic

development.
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