CUBAN AMERICAN INFLUENCE ON US FOREIGN POLICY

THe CUBAN AMERICAN INFLUENCE ON US FOREIGN POLICY IS A COMPLEX AND ENDURING NARRATIVE, SHAPED BY DECADES OF
POLITICAL ACTIVISM, ECONOMIC PRESSURES, AND DEEPLY PERSONAL EXPERIENCES. THIS SIGNIFICANT DIASPORA HAS
CONSISTENTLY ADVOCATED FOR A ROBUST, OFTEN ADVERSARIAL STANCE TOWARDS THE CuBaN GOVERNMENT, IMPACTING
LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS, PRESIDENTIAL DECISIONS, AND DIPLOMATIC OVERTURES FOR GENERATIONS. FROM THE EMBARGO'S ORIGINS
TO ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT ENGAGEMENT, THE VOICE OF THE CuBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY HAS BEEN A FORMIDABLE FORCE IN
SHAPING AMERICA’S APPROACH TO THE ISLAND NATION AND, BY EXTENSION, ITS BROADER CARIBBEAN AND LATIN AMERICAN
STRATEGIES. WE WILL DELVE INTO THE HISTORICAL ROOTS OF THIS INFLUENCE, EXAMINE ITS EVOLUTION THROUGH DIFFERENT
PRESIDENTIAL ADMINISTRATIONS, EXPLORE THE MULTIFACETED TACTICS EMPLOYED BY ADVOCACY GROUPS, AND ASSESS ITS
CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE IN A CHANGING GLOBAL LANDSCAPE.
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HisToricAL RooTs oF CusaN AMERICAN INFLUENCE

THE sToRY oF CUBAN AMERICAN INFLUENCE ON US FOREIGN POLICY IS INEXTRICABLY LINKED TO THE CUBAN REVOLUTION AND
THE SUBSEQUENT EXODUS OF CUBANS FROM THEIR HOMELAND. FOLLOWING FIDEL CASTRO'S RISE TO POWER IN 1959, A \WAVE
OF MIGR S, MANY OF WHOM \WERE PROSPEROUS PROFESSIONALS AND LANDOWNERS, ARRIVED IN THE UNITED STATES,
PRIMARILY IN SOUTH FLORIDA. THESE EARLY ARRIVALS BROUGHT WITH THEM A PROFOUND ANTI-COMMUNIST SENTIMENT AND A
DEEP-SEATED DESIRE TO SEE THE RESTORATION OF A DEMOCRATIC CUBA FREE FROM CASTRO'S RULE. THIS SHARED EXPERIENCE
OF DISPLACEMENT AND OPPOSITION TO THE REVOLUTION QUICKLY FOSTERED A STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND A UNIFIED
POLITICAL PURPOSE. THEIR COLLECTIVE GRIEVANCES AND ASPIRATIONS LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR ORGANIZED ADVOCACY
THAT WOULD SOON BECOME A SIGNIFICANT FACTOR IN AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY DECISION-MAKING REGARDING CUBA.

INITIALLY, THESE EXILES FOUND A RECEPTIVE AUDIENCE IN A UNITED STATES ENGAGED IN THE CoLD W/ AR. THE PERCEIVED
THREAT OF COMMUNISM SPREADING THROUGHOUT LATIN AMERICA ALIGNED WITH THE CUBAN AMERICANS' NARRATIVE OF A
TYRANNICAL REGIME IMPOSING ITS WILL ON THE ISLAND. THIS PROVIDED A POWERFUL IMPETUS FOR THE US GOVERNMENT TO
ADOPT A STRONG STANCE AGAINST CUBA, LEADING TO EARLY POLICIES AIMED AT ISOLATING THE ISLAND AND SUPPORTING
ANTI-CASTRO EFFORTS. THE CUBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY, THOUGH INITIALLY SMALL, DEMONSTRATED REMARKABLE RESILIENCE
AND ORGANIZATIONAL PROWESS, QUICKLY ESTABLISHING POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS AND ENGAGING WITH ELECTED OFFICIALS
TO ARTICULATE THEIR DEMANDS. THEIR EFFORTS WERE CRUCIAL IN FRAMING THE ISSUE OF CUBA AS A MATTER OF NATIONAL
SECURITY AND IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE FOR THE UNITED STATES, SOLIDIFYING THEIR ROLE AS KEY STAKEHOLDERS IN SHAPING
US-CUBAN RELATIONS.

THE EMBARGO AND ITS EVOLUTION

THE ECONOMIC EMBARGO AGAINST CUBA STANDS AS THE MOST TANGIBLE AND ENDURING LEGACY OF CUBAN AMERICAN
INFLUENCE ON US FOREIGN POLICY. IMPLEMENTED IN STAGES, BEGINNING IN THE EARLY ]9()05, THE EMBARGO WAS A DIRECT
RESPONSE TO THE NATIONALIZATION OF AMERICAN PROPERTIES AND THE PERCEIVED ALIGNMENT OF CUBA WITH THE SOVIET
UnNioN. CUBAN AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN ADVOCATING FOR AND SUSTAINING THE EMBARGO, VIEWING IT
AS A CRITICAL TOOL TO EXERT PRESSURE ON THE CASTRO REGIME AND PREVENT ANY FORM OF ECONOMIC SUPPORT THAT
COULD BOLSTER ITS POWER. THEIR PERSISTENT LOBRYING EFFORTS ENSURED THAT THE EMBARGO REMAINED A CENTRAL PILLAR OF
us POLICY, EVEN AS OTHER NATIONS PURSUED MORE DIPLOMATIC OR TRADE-ORIENTED APPROACHES.



OVER THE DECADES, THE EMBARGO HAS UNDERGONE SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT MODIFICATIONS AND EXPANSIONS, OFTEN IN DIRECT
RESPONSE TO EVENTS IN CUBA AND THE CONTINUED ADVOCACY OF THE CUBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY. LEGISLATION SUCH AS
THE CuBAN DEMOCRACY AcT ofF 1992 (TorrICELLI AcT) AND THE CUBAN LIBERTY AND DEMOCRATIC SOLIDARITY ACT OF
1996 (HeLMs-BurTON ACT) WERE CHAMPIONED BY CUBAN AMERICAN GROUPS AND AIMED TO FURTHER TIGHTEN ECONOMIC
SANCTIONS AND IMPOSE CONDITIONS FOR ANY FUTURE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS, SUCH AS DEMOCRATIC REFORMS AND
COMPENSATION FOR EXPROPRIATED PROPERTIES. THESE LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES DEMONSTRATED THE COMMUNITY'S ABILITY TO
TRANSLATE POLITICAL WILL INTO CONCRETE POLICY, SHAPING THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF US-CUBA RELATIONS FOR YEARS TO
COME. THE CONSISTENT PRESSURE FROM THIS INFLUENTIAL BLOC ENSURED THAT ANY ADMINISTRATION CONTEMPLATING A SHIFT
IN POLICY FACED CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL HEADWINDS.

LoBBYING AND PoLITICAL MOBILIZATION

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF CUBAN AMERICAN INFLUENCE ON US FOREIGN POLICY CAN BE LARGELY ATTRIBUTED TO SOPHISTICATED
AND SUSTAINED LOBBYING AND POLITICAL MOBILIZATION EFFORTS. ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE CUBAN AMERICAN NATIONAL
FOUNDATION (CANF) HAVE PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE, ACTING AS A CENTRAL NEXUS FOR ADVOCACY, RESEARCH, AND PUBLIC
AW ARENESS CAMPAIGNS. THESE GROUPS HAVE CONSISTENTLY ENGAGED WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, THE WHITE HOUSE, AND
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PROVIDING POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS, MOBILIZING VOTERS, AND SHAPING PUBLIC DISCOURSE. THEIR
STRATEGIES HAVE ENCOMPASSED A RANGE OF ACTIVITIES, FROM GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING AND VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES TO
HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS WITH POLICYMAKERS AND PARTICIPATION IN THINK TANKS AND ACADEMIC DISCUSSIONS.

THE COMMUNITY’S POLITICAL POWER IS CONCENTRATED IN KEY ELECTORAL DISTRICTS, PARTICULARLY IN FLORIDA, \WHERE
CUBAN AMERICAN VOTERS REPRESENT A SIGNIFICANT DEMOGRAPHIC. THIS GEOGRAPHIC CONCENTRATION TRANSLATES INTO
CONSIDERABLE ELECTORAL INFLUENCE, MAKING POLITICIANS KEENLY AWARE OF THE COMMUNITY'S PRIORITIES ON CUBA POLICY.
FURTHERMORE, CuBAN AMERICANS HAVE ALSO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATED IN CAMPAIGN FINANCE, CONTRIBUTING TO POLITICAL
CAMPAIGNS AND SUPPORTING CANDIDATES WHO ALIGN WITH THEIR VIEWS. THIS FINANCIAL MUSCLE, COMBINED WITH THEIR
ORGANIZED ACTIVISM, CREATES A FORMIDABLE POLITICAL FORCE THAT IS DIFFICULT FOR ANY ADMINISTRATION TO IGNORE WHEN
FORMULATING ITS CUBA POLICY. THEIR SUSTAINED ENGAGEMENT ENSURES THAT THE ISSUE OF CUBA REMAINS ON THE POLITICAL
AGENDA, EVEN DURING PERIODS OF SHIFTING INTERNATIONAL PRIORITIES.

IMPACT ON SPECIFIC US ADMINISTRATIONS

THe CUBAN AMERICAN INFLUENCE ON US FOREIGN POLICY HAS BEEN A CONSTANT FACTOR, BUT ITS IMPACT HAS MANIFESTED
DIFFERENTLY ACROSS VARIOUS PRESIDENTIAL ADMINISTRATIONS, REFLECTING THE EVOLVING POLITICAL LANDSCAPE AND THE
SPECIFIC PRIORITIES OF EACH LEADER. DURING THE CoLD \X/AR, ADMINISTRATIONS FROM KENNEDY TO REAGAN LARGELY ALIGNED
wITH THE CUBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY'S CALLS FOR A HARDLINE APPROACH, VIEWING CuUBA AS A SOVIET PROXY.
PRESIDENTS LIKE RONALD REAGAN/ FOR EXAMPLE, EMBRACED THE ANTI-COMMUNIST FERVOR AND AMPLIFIED THE RHETORIC
AGAINST CASTRO'S REGIME, A STANCE THAT RESONATED DEEPLY WITH THE CUBAN AMERICAN DIASPORA.

LATER ADMINISTRATIONS FACED A MORE COMPLEX ENVIRONMENT. THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION, WHILE MAINTAINING THE
EMBARGO, ALSO SAW SOME LIMITED ENGAGEMENT. THe GEORGE W. BUSH ADMINISTRATION LARGELY CONTINUED THE
ESTABLISHED POLICIES, EMPHASIZING DEMOCRACY PROMOTION. HO\X/EVER/ IT WAS THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION THAT MARKED A
SIGNIFICANT SHIFT. IN A MOVE THAT SURPRISED MANY AND WAS MET WITH MIXED REACTIONS WITHIN THE CUBAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITY, PRESIDENT OBAMA INITIATED A THAW IN US-CuBA RELATIONS, NORMALIZING DIPLOMATIC TIES AND EASING SOME
TRAVEL AND TRADE RESTRICTIONS. THIS POLICY SHIFT WAS A DIRECT CHALLENGE TO DECADES OF ENTRENCHED ADVOCACY FROM
CuBAN AMERICAN GROUPS, WHO LARGELY OPPOSED THE ENGAGEMENT AND CONTINUED TO PUSH FOR STRICTER MEASURES. THE
SUBSEQUENT TRUMP ADMINISTRATION REVERSED MANY OF OBAMA'S OVERTURES, LARGELY REVERTING TO A MORE
CONFRONTATIONAL STANCE, A MOVE THAT WAS WELCOMED BY A SEGMENT OF THE CuBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY THAT HAD
BEEN VOCAL IN ITS CRITICISM OF ENGAGEMENT.



SHIFTING DEMOGRAPHICS AND EVOLVING PERSPECTIVES

W/HILE THE TRADITIONAL NARRATIVE OF CUBAN AMERICAN INFLUENCE HAS OFTEN BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY A UNIFIED DEMAND FOR
A HARDLINE POLICY TOWARDS CUBA, CONTEMPORARY DEMOGRAPHICS AND EVOLVING PERSPECTIVES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY
ARE INTRODUCING NEW COMPLEXITIES. AS YOUNGER GENERATIONS OF CUBAN AMERICANS HAVE BEEN BORN AND RAISED IN THE
UNITED STATES, THEIR EXPERIENCES AND PRIORITIES MAY DIFFER FROM THOSE OF THEIR PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS WHO
DIRECTLY LIVED THROUGH THE REVOLUTION AND ITS IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH. THIS DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFT HAS LED TO A GROWING
DIVERSITY OF OPINIONS REGARDING US POLICY TOWARDS CUBA, WITH SOME ADVOCATING FOR CONTINUED ENGAGEMENT AND
THE EXPLORATION OF NEW AVENUES FOR TRADE AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE.

THIS EVOLUTION IS NOT MONOLITHIC. WITHIN THE CUBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY, THERE REMAINS A STRONG CONTINGENT THAT
CONTINUES TO ADVOCATE FOR A ROBUST, CONDITIONAL APPROACH TO NORMALIZATION, EMPHASIZING HUMAN RIGHTS AND
DEMOCRATIC REFORMS ON THE ISLAND. HO\X/EVER/ THERE IS ALSO A GROWING SEGMENT, PARTICULARLY AMONG YOUNGER CuBAN
AMERICANS, THAT VIEWS THE LONG-STANDING EMBARGO AS COUNTERPRODUCTIVE AND DETRIMENTAL TO THE CUBAN PEOPLE,
SEEKING A MORE PRAGMATIC AND LESS IDEOLOGICALLY DRIVEN FOREIGN POLICY. THIS INTERNAL DEBATE AND THE INCREASING
DIVERSITY OF VIEWPOINTS PRESENT A MORE NUANCED PICTURE OF CUBAN AMERICAN INFLUENCE, SUGGESTING THAT FUTURE
ADVOCACY MAY BE LESS UNIFORMLY ALIGNED AND MORE REFLECTIVE OF THE COMMUNITY'S MULTIFACETED EXPERIENCES AND
ASPIRATIONS.

CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

THE ENDURING CUBAN AMERICAN INFLUENCE ON US FOREIGN POLICY FACES CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING
GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPE. THE END OF THE COLD W/ AR HAS DIMINISHED THE IDEOLOGICAL URGENCY THAT ONCE FUELED MUCH
OF THE HARDLINE STANCE. FURTHERMORE, THE INCREASING INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AND THE GROWING
DEMAND FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AND TRADE CREATE PRESSURES FOR A MORE OPEN APPROACH. Y OUNGER CUBAN
AMEEICANS, AS MENTIONED, ARE OFTEN MORE INCLINED TO EXPLORE DIPLOMATIC AND ECONOMIC AVENUES RATHER THAN SOLELY
RELYING ON SANCTIONS, ADDING A DYNAMIC TENSION TO THE LONG-ESTABLISHED ADVOCACY.

DESPITE THESE SHIFTS, THE ORGANIZED CuUBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY REMAINS A POTENT POLITICAL FORCE, ADEPT AT
LEVERAGING ITS INFLUENCE THROUGH LOBBYING, VOTER MOBILIZATION, AND STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT WITH POLICYMAKERS. THE
DEBATE OVER THE FUTURE OF US-CUBA RELATIONS IS LIKELY TO CONTINUE TO BE SHAPED BY THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN THE
TRADITIONAL ADVOCACY OF OLDER GENERATIONS AND THE EVOLVING PERSPECTIVES OF YOUNGER CUBAN AMERICANS, AS WELL
AS THE BROADER STRATEGIC INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES. UNDERSTANDING THIS COMPLEX INTERPLAY IS CRUCIAL FOR
COMPREHENDING THE ONGOING EVOLUTION OF US FOREIGN POLICY TOWARDS CUBA AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR REGIONAL
RELATIONS.

THE QUESTION OF HOW TO BEST PROMOTE DEMOCRATIC VALUES AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN CUBA WHILE FOSTERING STABILITY AND
ENGAGEMENT REMAINS A CENTRAL CHALLENGE. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SANCTIONS VERSUS DIPLOMATIC OVERTURES IS A
PERENNIAL DEBATE, AND THE CuBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY'S VOICE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE TO BE A SIGNIFICANT
FACTOR IN HOW THESE POLICY DECISIONS ARE MADE. THE FUTURE MAY SEE A MORE VARIED AND NUANCED APPROACH,
REFLECTING THE DIVERSE OPINIONS AND ASPIRATIONS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY ITSELF, AS WELL AS THE BROADER SHIFTS IN
GLOBAL POLITICS.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

Q: WHAT IS THE HISTORICAL BASIS FOR CUBAN AMERICAN INFLUENCE ON US FOREIGN
POLICY?

A: THE HISTORICAL BASIS STEMS FROM THE CUBAN REVOLUTION IN 1959 AND THE SUBSEQUENT EXODUS OF CUBANS TO THE



US. MANY OF THESE MIGR S WERE OPPOSED TO FIDEL CASTRO’S REGIME AND ADVOCATED FOR A STRONG ANTI-COMMUNIST
STANCE FROM THE US GOVERNMENT, INFLUENCING EARLY POLICIES LIKE THE EMBARGO.

Q: How HAs THE CUBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY INFLUENCED US LEGISLATION
REGARDING CUBA?

A: THE COMMUNITY HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN ADVOCATING FOR AND SHAPING LEGISLATION SUCH AS THE CUBAN DEMOCRACY
AcT ofF 1992 aND THE CusaN LIBERTY AND DEMOCRATIC SOLIDARITY ACT oF 1996. THESE ACTS TIGHTENED ECONOMIC
SANCTIONS AND ESTABLISHED CONDITIONS FOR FUTURE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS.

Q: WHAT roLE bo CUBAN AMERICAN LOBBYING GROUPS PLAY?

A: ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE CuBAN AMERICAN NATIONAL FounpaTIoN (CANF) ACTIVELY LoBBY CONGRESS AND THE W/HITE
HOUSE, CONDUCT RESEARCH, AND ENGAGE IN PUBLIC AW ARENESS CAMPAIGNS TO ADVOCATE FOR POLICIES FAVORABLE TO THEIR
OBJECTIVES, OFTEN EMPHASIZING A HARDLINE STANCE AGAINST THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT.

Q: How HAVE DIFFERENT US PRESIDENTIAL ADMINISTRATIONS RESPONDED TO CUBAN
AMERICAN INFLUENCE?

A: ADMINISTRATIONS DURING THE COLD W/ AR LARGELY ALIGNED WITH THE COMMUNITY'S CALLS FOR A STRONG STANCE. LATER
ADMINISTRATIONS, LIKE OBAMA/S/ PURSUED ENGAGEMENT, WHICH WAS MET WITH OPPOSITION FROM SOME CuBAN AMERICAN
GROUPS, WHILE OTHERS, LIKE TRUMPIS/ REVERTED TO MORE CONFRONTATIONAL POLICIES.

Q: ARe ALL CUBAN AMERICANS UNITED IN THEIR VIEWS ON US FOREIGN POLICY
TowARDS CUBA?

A: NO, PERSPECTIVES ARE EVOLVING. WHILE A SIGNIFICANT PORTION MAINTAINS TRADITIONAL VIEWS ADVOCATING FOR STRICT
SANCTIONS, YOUNGER GENERATIONS OFTEN FAVOR ENGAGEMENT AND A MORE NUANCED APPROACH, REFLECTING CHANGING
DEMOGRAPHICS AND EXPERIENCES.

Q: WHAT I1s THE IMPACT oF THE CUBAN AMERICAN VOTE IN US ELECTIONS?

A: THE CUBAN AMERICAN VOTE, PARTICULARLY CONCENTRATED IN FLOEIDA, HOLDS SIGNIFICANT SWAY IN ELECTORAL
POLITICS, MAKING POLITICIANS ATTENTIVE TO THEIR POLICY PRIORITIES REGARDING Cusa.

Q: How DOES THE ECONOMIC EMBARGO AGAINST CUBA RELATE TO CUBAN AMERICAN
INFLUENCE?

A: THE EMBARGO IS A DIRECT PRODUCT OF SUSTAINED ADVOCACY BY THE CUBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY, WHO VIEWED IT AS
A CRUCIAL TOOL TO PRESSURE THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT AND PREVENT ITS CONSOLIDATION OF POWER.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES TO CUBAN AMERICAN INFLUENCE ON
US FOREIGN POLICY?

A: CHALLENGES INCLUDE THE DIMINISHED IDEOLOGICAL URGENCY OF THE CoLD \X/AR, INCREASING GLOBAL INTERCONNECTEDNESS,
AND EVOLVING PERSPECTIVES WITHIN THE CUBAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY ITSELF, LEADING TO A MORE DIVERSE RANGE OF
OPINIONS ON POLICY.
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