CRITICAL THINKING FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

ARTICLE TITLE: CULTIVATING FUTURE LEADERS: THE ESSENTIAL ROLE oF CRITICAL THINKING FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

CRITICAL THINKING FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT IS MORE THAN JUST A BUZZ\WORD, IT'S THE BEDROCK UPON WHICH RESILIENT,
ADAPTABLE, AND INNOVATIVE YOUNG MINDS ARE BUILT. IN TODAY'S RAPIDLY EVOLVING WORLD, EQUIPPING OUR YOUTH WITH
THE ABILITY TO ANALYZE INFORMATION, EVALUATE ARGUMENTS, AND FORM REASONED JUDGMENTS IS PARAMOUNT. THIS
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES INTO WHY CRITICAL THINKING IS INDISPENSABLE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, EXPLORING ITS MULTIFACETED
BENEFITS, PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR FOSTERING THESE SKILLS, AND THE PROFOUND IMPACT IT HAS ON THEIR PERSONAL,
ACADEMIC, AND FUTURE PROFESSIONAL LIVES. WELL UNCOVER HOW DEVELOPING CRITICAL THINKING EMPOWERS YOUTH TO
NAVIGATE COMPLEX CHALLENGES, MAKE SOUND DECISIONS, AND CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO SOCIETY.
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UNDERSTANDING CRITICAL THINKING IN THE CONTEXT OF YOUTH

AT ITS CORE, CRITICAL THINKING FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT INVOLVES THE ABILITY TO THINK CLEARLY AND RATIONALLY ABOUT
WHAT TO DO OR WHAT TO BELIEVE. IT'S NOT ABOUT BEING NEGATIVE OR CYNICAL; RATHER, IT'S ABOUT BEING OBJECTIVE AND
ANALYTICAL. FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, THIS TRANSLATES TO QUESTIONING ASSUMPTIONS, IDENTIFYING BIASES, CONSIDERING
DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES, AND DRAWING WELL-SUPPORTED CONCLUSIONS. |T’S ABOUT MOVING BEYOND SURFACE-LEVEL
UNDERSTANDING TO A DEEPER ENGAGEMENT WITH IDEAS AND INFORMATION. IMAGINE A YOUNG PERSON ENCOUNTERING A
SENSATIONAL NEWS HEADLINE — CRITICAL THINKING PROMPTS THEM TO ASK: “WHO WROTE THIS? WHAT'S THEIR AGENDA? IS
THERE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THIS CLAIMP” THIS INQUISITIVE APPROACH IS FUNDAMENTAL TO INTELLECTUAL GROW TH.

FURTHERMORE, CRITICAL THINKING FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ENCOMPASSES A SET OF TRANSFERABLE SKILLS THAT ARE
APPLICABLE ACROSS ALL AREAS OF LIFE. THESE SKILLS INCLUDE PROBLEM-SOLVING, DECISION-MAKING, CREATIVITY, AND
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION. |T'S A DYNAMIC PROCESS THAT ENCOURAGES ACTIVE LEARNING RATHER THAN PASSIVE RECEPTION
OF INFORMATION. INSTEAD OF SIMPLY MEMORIZING FACTS, YOUNG THINKERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO EXPLORE THE "WHY' AND
‘How' BEHIND THEM. THIS CULTIVATES A CURIOSITY THAT FUELS LIFELONG LEARNING AND PERSONAL EXPLORATION.

THE MULTIFACETED BeNEFITS OF CRITICAL THINKING FOR Y OUNG PEOPLE

THE ADVANTAGES OF NURTURING CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS IN YOUTH ARE EXTENSIVE AND FAR-REACHING, IMPACTING
VIRTUALLY EVERY FACET OF THEIR LIVES. ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT BENEFITS IS ENHANCED ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE.
STUDENTS WHO CAN THINK CRITICALLY ARE BETTER EQUIPPED TO UNDERSTAND COMPLEX SUBJECTS, ENGAGE IN MEANINGFUL
DISCUSSIONS, AND PRODUCE HIGHER-QUALITY WORK. THEY CAN ANALYZE TEXTS, DECONSTRUCT ARGUMENTS IN ESSAYS, AND
APPROACH PROBLEM~SOLVING IN SUBJECTS LIKE MATH AND SCIENCE WITH A MORE STRATEGIC MINDSET.

Bevonp ACADEMICS, CRITICAL THINKING SIGNIFICANTLY BOLSTERS DECISION-MAKING ABILITIES. AS YOUNG PEOPLE ENCOUNTER
AN INCREASING ARRAY OF CHOICES, FROM PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS TO FUTURE CAREER PATHS, THE CAPACITY TO WEIGH
OPTIONS, ANTICIPATE CONSEQUENCES, AND MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS BECOMES VITAL. THIS SKILL HELPS THEM AVOID
IMPULSIVE CHOICES AND NAVIGATE PEER PRESSURE MORE EFFECTIVELY. THINK ABOUT NAVIGATING SOCIAL MEDIA TRENDS OR
DECIDING ON EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, CRITICAL THINKING ALLOWS THEM TO ASSESS WHAT TRULY ALIGNS WITH THEIR
VALUES AND GOALS.

MOREOVER, FOSTERING CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS PROMOTES GREATER INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-RELIANCE. YOUTH WHO CAN
ANALYZE INFORMATION AND FORM THEIR OWN CONCLUSIONS ARE LESS LIKELY TO BE SWAYED BY MISINFORMATION OR THE
OPINIONS OF OTHERS WITHOUT PROPER CONSIDERATION. THIS SELF-ASSUREDNESS IS CRUCIAL FOR BUILDING RESILIENCE AND A
STRONG SENSE OF IDENTITY. |T EMPOWERS THEM TO STAND BY THEIR CONVICTIONS AND TO PURSUE THEIR OWN UNIQUE PATHS,
FOSTERING A SENSE OF AGENCY OVER THEIR LIVES.



FINALLYI CRITICAL THINKING IS INTRINSICALLY LINKED TO CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION. BY ENCOURAGING YOUNG PEOPLE TO
QUESTION THE STATUS QUO AND EXPLORE ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS, WE UNLOCK THEIR POTENTIAL FOR ORIGINAL THOUGHT
AND NOVEL APPROACHES TO CHALLENGES. THIS ABILITY TO THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX IS ESSENTIAL FOR PROBLEM-SOLVING IN A
RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD. |T ALLOWS THEM TO SEE OPPORTUNITIES WHERE OTHERS SEE OBSTACLES.

DeVveLOPING CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS: PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR YOUTH

CULTIVATING CRITICAL THINKING FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT REQUIRES A DELIBERATE AND CONSISTENT APPROACH, BOTH AT
HOME AND IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS. ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE METHODS IS TO ENCOURAGE QUESTIONING. INSTEAD OF JUST
ACCEPTING ANSWERS, PROMPT YOUNG PEOPLE TO ASK “WHY?” AND “HOW DO YOU kNOW?” THIS SIMPLE ACT SHIFTS THEM
FROM PASSIVE RECIPIENTS TO ACTIVE INVESTIGATORS OF INFORMATION. ENCOURAGE THEM TO QUESTION ASSUMPTIONS IN
EVERY THING FROM CLASSROOM LESSONS TO ADVERTISEMENTS THEY ENCOUNTER.

ANOTHER KEY STRATEGY INVOLVES PROMOTING PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING. PRESENTING YOUTH WITH REAL-WORLD PROBLEMS
OR HYPOTHETICAL SCENARIOS AND ASKING THEM TO DEVISE SOLUTIONS ENCOURAGES THEM TO ANALYZE THE SITUATION,
IDENTIFY KEY FACTORS, AND DEVELOP LOGICAL STEPS TO ACHIEVE AN OUTCOME. THIS HANDS-ON APPROACH MAKES LEARNING
ENGAGING AND DEMONSTRATES THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF CRITICAL THINKING. FOR EXAMPLE, A CHALLENGE LIKE PLANNING
A SCHOOL EVENT OR DESIGNING A SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION FOR A LOCAL ISSUE CAN BE EXCELLENT CATALYSTS.

EXPOSURE TO DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES IS ALSO CRUCIAL. ENCOURAGE YOUNG PEOPLE TO READ WIDELY, ENGAGE WITH DIFFERENT
VIEWPOINTS, AND DISCUSS THEM RESPECTFULLY. (UNDERSTANDING THAT THERE CAN BE MULTIPLE VALID WAYS OF LOOKING AT
AN ISSUE IS A CORNERSTONE OF CRITICAL THINKING. THIS CAN BE FACILITATED THROUGH DEBATES, BOOK CLUBS, OR EVEN
SIMPLY ENCOURAGING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT CURRENT EVENTS FROM VARIOUS ANGLES.

HERE ARE SOME SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES THAT CAN FOSTER CRITICAL THINKING:

® ENGAGING IN DEBATES AND DISCUSSIONS: ENCOURAGE STRUCTURED ARGUMENTS WHERE YOUTH MUST SUPPORT THEIR
CLAIMS WITH EVIDENCE.

® PLAYING STRATEGY GAMES: BOARD GAMES AND PUZZLES THAT REQUIRE PLANNING, FORESIGHT, AND PROBLEM-SOLVING
ARE EXCELLENT TOOLS.

® ANALYZING MEDIA: DISCUSSING NEWS ARTICLES, ADVERTISEMENTS, AND SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS, QUESTIONING THEIR
INTENT AND CREDIBILITY.

e CREATIVE PROBLEM-SOLVING EXERCISES: PRESENTING OPEN-ENDED CHALLENGES THAT HAVE MULTIPLE SOLUTIONS.

® ENCOURAGING REFLECTION: ASKING “W/HAT DID YOU LEARN?” OR “HOW COULD YOU HAVE APPROACHED THIS
DIFFERENTLY?” AFTER AN ACTIVITY OR EXPERIENCE.

® TEACHING RESEARCH SKILLS: GUIDING YOUTH ON HOW TO FIND RELIABLE SOURCES AND EVALUATE INFORMATION FOR
ACCURACY AND BIAS.

MODELING CRITICAL THINKING IS PERHAPS THE MOST POWERFUL TOOL. W/HEN ADULTS OPENLY DISCUSS THEIR OWN THOUGHT
PROCESSES, ACKNOWLEDGE UNCERTAINTY, AND DEMONSTRATE HOW THEY ARRIVE AT CONCLUSIONS, THEY PROVIDE A TANGIBLE
EXAMPLE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO FOLLOW. THIS INCLUDES ADMITTING WHEN YOU DON'T KNOW SOMETHING AND EXPLAINING HOW
YOU WOULD GO ABOUT FINDING THE ANS\WER.

CriTICAL THINKING IN ACTION: REAL-\WORLD APPLICATIONS FOR YOUTH

THE IMPORTANCE OF CRITICAL THINKING FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT BECOMES PROFOUNDLY EVIDENT WHEN WE LOOK AT ITS
APPLICATION IN EVERYDAY SCENARIOS. CONSIDER THE DIGITAL LANDSCAPE: YOUNG PEOPLE ARE BOMBARDED WITH INFORMATION
ONLINE, FROM SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS TO NEWS ARTICLES AND ONLINE ADVERTISEMENTS. CRITICAL THINKING EQUIPS THEM TO
DISCERN FACT FROM FICTION, IDENTIFY FAKE NEWS AND PROPAGANDA, AND AVOID ONLINE SCAMS. THEY LEARN TO BE DISCERNING
CONSUMERS OF INFORMATION, UNDERSTANDING THAT NOT EVERYTHING THEY SEE OR READ IS ACCURATE OR UNBIASED.

IN ACADEMIC PURSUITS, CRITICAL THINKING IS NOT JUST ABOUT PASSING EXAMS; IT’S ABOUT UNDERSTANDING THE MATERIAL AT



A DEEPER LEVEL. W/HEN WRITING AN ESSAY, A CRITICAL THINKER DOESNITJUST REGURGITATE INFORMATION; THEY ANALYZE
SOURCES, FORM AN ARGUMENT, SUPPORT IT WITH EVIDENCE, AND ANTICIPATE COUNTERARGUMENTS. IN SCIENCE, IT MEANS
QUESTIONING EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS, DESIGNING BETTER EXPERIMENTS, AND UNDERSTANDING THE LIMITATIONS OF SCIENTIFIC
FINDINGS. THIS INTELLECTUAL RIGOR SETS THEM APART.

SOCIALLY, CRITICAL THINKING EMPOWERS YOUTH TO NAVIGATE COMPLEX INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS. THEY CAN ANALYZE
SOCIAL CUES, UNDERSTAND DIFFERENT MOTIVATIONS, AND RESOLVE CONFLICTS MORE EFFECTIVELY. THEY LEARN TO EMPATHIZE
BY CONSIDERING SITUATIONS FROM ANOTHER PERSON’S POINT OF VIEW, A CRUCIAL SKILL FOR BUILDING STRONG CONNECTIONS
AND FOSTERING A HARMONIOUS COMMUNITY. THIS ALSO EXTENDS TO UNDERSTANDING AND CHALLENGING SOCIETAL NORMS AND
INJUSTICES.

FURTHERMOEE/ WHEN FACED WITH PERSONAL DILEMMAS, WHETHER IT'S CHOOSING FRIENDS, DECIDING ON A PART-TIME JOB, OR
MANAGING THEIR FINANCES, CRITICAL THINKING PROVIDES A FRAMEWORK FOR MAKING SOUND DECISIONS. |T ENCOURAGES THEM TO
CONSIDER SHORT-TERM AND LONG~-TERM CONSEQUENCES, EVALUATE RISKS AND BENEFITS, AND ALIGN THEIR CHOICES WITH THEIR
PERSONAL VALUES AND GOALS. THIS PROACTIVE APPROACH TO DECISION-MAKING SETS THEM ON A PATH TOWARD GREATER
PERSONAL FULFILLMENT AND SUCCESS.

THE LoNG-TErRM IMPACT oF CRITICAL THINKING ON YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS IN YOUTH IS NOT MERELY AN EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVE; IT'S A LIFELONG
INVESTMENT WITH PROFOUND LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS. Y OUNG INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE HONED THEIR CRITICAL THINKING
ABILITIES ARE BETTER PREPARED FOR THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES OF ADULTHOOD. THEY ARE MORE ADAPTABLE IN THE
FACE OF CHANGE, A CRUCIAL TRAIT IN A WORLD THAT IS CONSTANTLY EVOLVING. THEIR CAPACITY TO ANALYZE NEW
SITUATIONS, LEARN QUICKLY, AND DEVISE INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS MAKES THEM VALUABLE ASSETS IN ANY PROFESSIONAL
ENVIRONMENT.

IN THE \WORKPLACE, CRITICAL THINKERS ARE SOUGHT AFTER FOR THEIR PROBLEM-SOLVING PROWESS AND THEIR ABILITY TO
CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO STRATEGIC DECISION-MAKING. THEY CAN IDENTIFY INEFFICIENCIES, PROPOSE IMPROVEMENTS, AND
LEAD TEAMS WITH A CLEAR, RATIONAL APPROACH. THIS OFTEN TRANSLATES TO GREATER CAREER ADVANCEMENT AND JOB
SATISFACTION. EMPLOYERS RECOGNIZE THE INTRINSIC VALUE OF AN EMPLOYEE WHO CAN THINK INDEPENDENTLY AND SOLVE
PROBLEMS WITHOUT CONSTANT SUPERVISION.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, CRITICAL THINKING FOSTERS GREATER RESILIENCE AND EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE. BY LEARNING TO
ANALYZE THEIR OWN THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS, AS WELL AS THE PERSPECTIVES OF OTHERS, YOUNG PEOPLE DEVELOP A MORE
ROBUST UNDERSTANDING OF THEMSELVES AND THE WORLD AROUND THEM. THIS SELF-AW ARENESS HELPS THEM NAVIGATE
STRESS, MANAGE SETBACKS, AND BUILD HEALTHIER RELATIONSHIPS. THEY ARE LESS SUSCEPTIBLE TO MANIPULATION AND MORE
EMPOWERED TO MAKE CHOICES THAT ALIGN WITH THEIR WELL-BEING.

MOREOVER, CRITICAL THINKERS ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE ENGAGED AND INFORMED CITIZENS. THEY CAN CRITICALLY EVALUATE
POLITICAL DISCOURSE, UNDERSTAND COMPLEX SOCIAL ISSUES, AND PARTICIPATE CONSTRUCTIVELY IN CIVIC LIFE. THiS
CONTRIBUTES TO A MORE THOUGHTFUL AND FUNCTIONAL DEMOCRACY, WHERE INDIVIDUALS ARE EQUIPPED TO MAKE INFORMED
DECISIONS ABOUT THEIR COMMUNITIES AND THE WIDER WORLD. THEY BECOME AGENTS OF POSITIVE CHANGE, CAPABLE OF
IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS AND WORKING TOWARDS SOLUTIONS.

CoNcLusioN; NURTURING THE NEXT GENERATION OF T HINKERS

THE JOURNEY OF CRITICAL THINKING FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT IS A CONTINUOUS PROCESS, ONE THAT BEGINS IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND EXTENDS THROUGHOUT LIFE. BY PRIORITIZING THE CULTIVATION OF THESE ESSENTIAL SKILLS, WE EMPOWER
YOUNG PEOPLE NOT ONLY TO SUCCEED ACADEMICALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY BUT ALSO TO LEAD FULFILLING, ENGAGED, AND
RESPONSIBLE LIVES. |T’S ABOUT EQUIPPING THEM WITH THE INTELLECTUAL TOOLS TO NAVIGATE AN INCREASINGLY COMPLEX
WORLD, TO QUESTION, TO ANALYZE, AND TO INNOVATE. THE INVESTMENT WE MAKE TODAY IN FOSTERING CRITICAL THINKERS
WILL UNDOUBTEDLY SHAPE A BRIGHTER AND MORE THOUGHTFUL FUTURE FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

QI \W/HY IS CRITICAL THINKING PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT FOR TEENAGERS?

A: TEENAGERS ARE AT A CRUCIAL DEVELOPMENTAL STAGE WHERE THEY ARE FORMING THEIR IDENTITIES, MAKING INDEPENDENT
DECISIONS, AND GRAPPLING WITH COMPLEX SOCIAL AND ACADEMIC CHALLENGES. CRITICAL THINKING HELPS THEM NAVIGATE PEER



PRESSURE, EVALUATE INFORMATION FROM VARIOUS SOURCES (ESPECIALLY ONLINE)/ AND MAKE MORE REASONED CHOICES ABOUT
THEIR FUTURE, FROM EDUCATIONAL PATHS TO PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS.

Q: How CAN PARENTS ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING AT HOME?

A: PARENTS CAN ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING BY ASKING OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS, ENCOURAGING CHILDREN TO EXPLAIN THEIR
REASONING, INVOLVING THEM IN PROBLEM~SOLVING ACTIVITIES (LIKE PLANNING A TRIP OR MANAGING A BUDGET), AND MODELING
CRITICAL THINKING THEMSELVES BY DISCUSSING THEIR OWN DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES AND ACKNOWLEDGING WHEN THEY
DON'T HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS.

QI \WHAT ROLE DO SCHOOLS PLAY IN DEVELOPING CRITICAL THINKING FOR YOUTH?

A: SCHOOLS ARE PIVOTAL IN DEVELOPING CRITICAL THINKING BY INTEGRATING IT INTO THE CURRICULUM. THIS INVOLVES
TEACHING STUDENTS HOW TO ANALYZE INFORMATION, EVALUATE SOURCES, ENGAGE IN DEBATES, SOLVE PROBLEMS, AND THINK
CREATIVELY. EDUCATORS CAN FOSTER THESE SKILLS THROUGH PROJECT-BASED LEARNING, SOCRATIC QUESTIONING, AND
ENCOURAGING DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES IN CLASSROOM DISCUSSIONS.

QI CAN CRITICAL THINKING BE LEARNED , OR IS IT AN INNATE TALENT?

A: CRITICAL THINKING IS A SKILL THAT CAN ABSOLUTELY BE LEARNED AND DEVELOPED THROUGH PRACTICE AND DELIBERATE
INSTRUCTION. W/HILE SOME INDIVIDUALS MAY HAVE A NATURAL INCLINATION TOWARDS ANALYTICAL THINKING, EVERYONE CAN
IMPROVE THEIR CRITICAL THINKING ABILITIES WITH CONSISTENT EFFORT, EXPOSURE TO RELEVANT STRATEGIES, AND
OPPORTUNITIES TO APPLY THEM.

Q: How DOES CRITICAL THINKING DIFFER FROM SIMPLY BEING SMART?

A: BEING SMART OFTEN REFERS TO HAVING A HIGH |Q OR A GOOD MEMORY. CRITICAL THINKING, HOWEVER, IS ABOUT THE
APPLICATION OF INTELLIGENCE. IT'S THE ABILITY TO USE YOUR KNOWLEDGE, REASON, AND ANALYSIS TO EVALUATE
INFORMATION, SOLVE PROBLEMS, AND MAKE DECISIONS EFFECTIVELY, RATHER THAN JUST POSSESSING INFORMATION.

QI \WHAT ARE SOME COMMON BARRIERS TO CRITICAL THINKING IN YOUTH?

A: COMMON BARRIERS INCLUDE A FEAR OF BEING WRONG, A RELIANCE ON MEMORIZATION RATHER THAN UNDERSTANDING,
SUSCEPTIBILITY TO EMOTIONAL APPEALS OR BIASES, LACK OF EXPOSURE TO DIVERSE VIEWPOINTS, AND INSUFFICIENT
OPPORTUNITIES TO PRACTICE ANALYTICAL SKILLS. OVERCOMING THESE REQUIRES SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENTS THAT ENCOURAGE
QUESTIONING AND EXPLORATION.

Q: How DOES CRITICAL THINKING HELP YOUTH RESIST MISINFORMATION AND
PROPAGANDA?

A: CRITICAL THINKING EQUIPS YOUTH WITH THE TOOLS TO QUESTION THE SOURCE OF INFORMATION, IDENTIFY POTENTIAL
BIASES, LOOK FOR EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT CLAIMS, AND CONSIDER ALTERNATIVE EXPLANATIONS. THIS ANALYTICAL APPROACH
HELPS THEM TO DEBUNK FALSE NARRATIVES AND MAKE INFORMED JUDGMENTS RATHER THAN BLINDLY ACCEPTING WHAT THEY SEE
OR HEAR.

QZ \WHAT IS THE CONNECTION BETWEEN CRITICAL THINKING AND CREATIVITY IN YOUTH?

A: CRITICAL THINKING AND CREATIVITY ARE DEEPLY INTERTWINED. CRITICAL THINKING ALLOWS YOUNG PEOPLE TO ANALYZE
EXISTING IDEAS AND IDENTIFY GAPS OR PROBLEMS, WHICH THEN FUELS CREATIVITY BY PROMPTING THEM TO BRAINSTORM NOVEL
SOLUTIONS OR ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES. CREATIVITY/ IN TURN, CAN LEAD TO NEW PERSPECTIVES THAT CRITICAL THINKING
CAN THEN EVALUATE.
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