CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY US

THE TITLE OF THE ARTICLE IS: UNPACKING CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US: POWER, INEQUALITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY US IS A VIBRANT AND EVOLVING FIELD THAT PROFOUNDLY CHALLENGES CONVENTIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS
OF CRIME AND JUSTICE. |T MOVES BEYOND SIMPLY ASKING “\WHY DO PEOPLE COMMIT CRIMES?” TO EXPLORING THE SYSTEMIC
FORCES THAT SHAPE CRIMINALIZATION, VICTIMIZATION, AND THE VERY DEFINITION OF WHAT CONSTITUTES A CRIME IN THE
UNITED STATES. THIS ANALYTICAL LENS INTERROGATES HOW POWER STRUCTURES, ECONOMIC DISPARITIES, AND SOCIAL
INEQUALITIES IN THE US CONTRIBUTE TO THE PERPETUATION OF HARM AND THE UNEVEN APPLICATION OF THE LAW.
THROUGHOUT THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL DELVE INTO THE CORE TENETS OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY, ITS HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
WITHIN THE AMERICAN CONTEXT, AND ITS VARIOUS SUB-FIELDS, EXAMINING HOW THEY ILLUMINATE PERSISTENT ISSUES OF
SOCIAL INJUSTICE AND INEQUALITY IN THE US CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.
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UNDERSTANDING THE FOUNDATIONS OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY

AT ITS HEART, CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY OFFERS A RADICAL DEPARTURE FROM TRADITIONAL CRIMINOLOGICAL THOUGHT. INSTEAD
OF VIEWING CRIME AS SOLELY THE PRODUCT OF INDIVIDUAL PATHOLOGY OR POOR CHOICES, IT POSITS THAT CRIME IS
INTRINSICALLY LINKED TO SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL POWER. THE FIELD FUNDAMENTALLY QUESTIONS WHO GETS TO
DEFINE CRIME AND WHY, OFTEN HIGHLIGHTING HOW THOSE IN POWER ARE ABLE TO CRIMINALIZE THE BEHAVIORS OF THE LESS
POWERFUL WHILE THEIR OWN HARMFUL ACTIONS ARE OVERLOOKED OR EVEN SANCTIONED. |T’S ABOUT PEELING BACK THE LAYERS
OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM TO EXPOSE THE UNDERLYING BIASES AND STRUCTURAL ISSUES THAT LEAD TO DIFFERENTIAL
TREATMENT AND OUTCOMES.

A CENTRAL CONCEPT IN CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IS THE IDEA THAT DEFINITIONS OF CRIME ARE NOT NEUTRAL BUT ARE SOCIALLY
CONSTRUCTED AND SERVE THE INTERESTS OF DOMINANT GROUPS. THIS MEANS THAT WHAT IS CONSIDERED CRIMINAL IN THE US
CAN CHANGE OVER TIME AND DIFFERS ACROSS SOCIAL CLASSES AND RACIAL GROUPS. CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGISTS ARGUE THAT
THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, RATHER THAN BEING A NEUTRAL ARBITER OF JUSTICE, OFTEN FUNCTIONS TO MAINTAIN EXISTING
SOCIAL HIERARCHIES AND TO CONTROL MARGINALIZED POPULATIONS. THIS PERSPECTIVE ENCOURAGES US TO LOOK BEYOND THE
INDIVIDUAL OFFENDER AND EXAMINE THE BROADER SOCIETAL CONTEXT THAT CONTRIBUTES TO CRIME AND ITS CONTROL.

HisToricAL RooTs oF CriTicAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US

THE SEEDS OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY WERE SOWN LONG BEFORE THE TERM ITSELF BECAME WIDELY RECOGNIZED. EARLY
SOCIOLOGICAL ANALYSES OF POVERTY, INEQUALITY, AND THE IMPACT OF INDUSTRIALIZATION IN THE US BEGAN TO QUESTION
THE FAIRNESS OF THE LEGAL SYSTEM. THINKERS LIKE CLARENCE DARRO\X/, A PROMINENT DEFENSE ATTORNEY IN THE LATE 19TH
AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES, ARTICULATED ARGUMENTS THAT HIGHLIGHTED HOW SOCIAL CONDITIONS, RATHER THAN INHERENT
CRIMINALITY, LED INDIVIDUALS TO BREAK THE LAW. His WORK, THOUGH NOT EXPLICITLY LABELED " CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY,”
LAID IMPORTANT GROUNDWORK BY CHALLENGING DETERMINISTIC VIEWS OF CRIME AND EMPHASIZING THE ROLE OF ENVIRONMENT
AND CIRCUMSTANCE.

THe MID-20TH CENTURY SAW A MORE CONCERTED DEVELOPMENT OF THESE IDEAS, PARTICULARLY THROUGH THE INFLUENCE OF
THE CHICAGO SCHOOL OF SOCIOLOGY, WHICH EXAMINED URBAN SOCIAL PROBLEMS. LATER, THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND
ANTI-WAR PROTESTS OF THE 19605 AND 1970S BROUGHT A SURGE OF CRITICAL SCHOLARSHIP. SCHOLARS BEGAN TO
EXPLICITLY CRITIQUE THE WAYS IN WHICH THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED MINORITY GROUPS
AND THE POOR. THIS ERA WITNESSED THE RISE OF LABELING THEORY AND CONFLICT THEORY, WHICH ARE NOW CONSIDERED



FOUNDATIONAL TO CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY, OFFERING POWERFUL CRITIQUES OF HOW DEVIANCE IS DEFINED AND MANAGED IN
AMERICAN SOCIETY.

Key THeoreTIcAL FRAMEWORKS WITHIN CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY

CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IS NOT A MONOLITHIC ENTITY, RATHER, IT IS AN UMBRELLA TERM FOR A DIVERSE RANGE OF THEORETICAL
PERSPECTIVES, EACH OFFERING A UNIQUE LENS THROUGH WHICH TO EXAMINE CRIME AND JUSTICE IN THE US. THESE FRAMEWORKS
COLLECTIVELY CHALLENGE DOMINANT NARRATIVES AND ENCOURAGE A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE ROOT CAUSES OF SOCIAL
PROBLEMS THAT MANIFEST AS CRIME.

MARXIST CRIMINOLOGY

ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL THEORETICAL STRANDS IS MARXIST CRIMINOLOGY, WHICH DRAWS HEAVILY FROM THE WORK OF
KARL MARX. THIS PERSPECTIVE VIEWS CRIME AS A PRODUCT OF CAPITALISM AND THE INHERENT INEQUALITIES IT GENERATES. |T
ARGUES THAT THE RULING CLASS CREATES LAWS THAT PROTECT THEIR PROPERTY AND POWER, WHILE THE BEHAVIORS OF THE
WORKING CLASS, OFTEN DRIVEN BY POVERTY AND DESPERATION, ARE CRIMINALIZED. FrOM THIS VIEWPOINT, THE STATE,
THROUGH ITS LEGAL APPARATUS, ACTS TO MAINTAIN THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM AND SUPPRESS DISSENT.

CoNFLICT THEORY

COoNFLICT THEORY, CLOSELY RELATED TO MARXIST CRIMINOLOGY, POSITS THAT CRIME IS A RESULT OF CONFLICT BETWEEN
DIFFERENT SOCIAL GROUPS COMPETING FOR POWER AND RESOURCES. |T SUGGESTS THAT LAWS ARE NOT CREATED OUT OF A
CONSENSUS BUT ARE IMPOSED BY THE POWERFUL ON THE LESS POWERFUL. [HIS PERSPECTIVE HIGHLIGHTS HOW SOCIAL CLASS,
RACE, AND OTHER DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS INFLUENCE AN INDIVIDUAL'S LIKELIHOOD OF BEING LABELED A CRIMINAL AND THE
SEVERITY OF PUNISHMENT THEY RECEIVE IN THE US LEGAL SYSTEM.

FeminisT CRIMINOLOGY

FEMINIST CRIMINOLOGY CRITIQUES TRADITIONAL CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORIES FOR THEIR MALE-CENTRIC BIAS. |T EXAMINES HOW
GENDER SHAPES EXPERIENCES OF CRIME, VICTIMIZATION, AND PUNISHMENT. THIS FRAMEWORK EXPLORES THE WAYS IN WHICH
PATRIARCHAL STRUCTURES CONTRIBUTE TO GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE, THE DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT OF WOMEN WITHIN THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, AND THE SPECIFIC WAYS IN WHICH WOMEN’S INVOLVEMENT IN CRIME IS UNDERSTOOD AND RESPONDED
TO IN THE US. |T ALSO ANALYZES HOW WOMEN’S EXPERIENCES AS OFFENDERS, VICTIMS, AND PROFESSIONALS WITHIN THE
SYSTEM ARE SHAPED BY SOCIETAL GENDER ROLES AND POWER DYNAMICS.

LerT ReaLISM

W/HILE STILL CRITICAL OF SOCIAL INEQUALITIES, LEFT REALISM EMERGED AS A RESPONSE TO SOME OF THE PERCEIVED
SHORTCOMINGS OF MORE RADICAL CRITICAL APPROACHES. |T ACKNOWLEDGES THAT CRIME IS A REAL PROBLEM THAT AFFECTS
\WORKING-CLASS COMMUNITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY. LEFT REALISTS FOCUS ON UNDERSTANDING THE RELATIVE DEPRIVATION,
MARGINALIZATION, AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION THAT CONTRIBUTE TO CRIME, AND THEY ADVOCATE FOR PRACTICAL, GRASSROOTS
SOLUTIONS ALONGSIDE SYSTEMIC REFORMS IN THE US. THEY AIM TO BALANCE STRUCTURAL CRITIQUES WITH AN
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE IMMEDIATE IMPACT OF CRIME ON INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES.

PeACEMAKING CRIMINOLOGY

PEACEMAKING CRIMINOLOGY ADVOCATES FOR A MORE HUMANE AND RESTORATIVE APPROACH TO CRIME AND JUSTICE. INFLUENCED
BY SPIRITUAL AND HUMANISTIC TRADITIONS, IT EMPHASIZES COMPASSION, EMPATHY, AND NON-VIOLENCE. THIS PERSPECTIVE
SUGGESTS THAT THE CURRENT CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IN THE US OFTEN PERPETUATES VIOLENCE AND SUFFERING, AND IT



CALLS FOR A PARADIGM SHIFT TOWARDS CONFLICT RESOLUTION, RECONCILIATION, AND HEALING. IT SEEKS TO ADDRESS THE
ROOT CAUSES OF CRIME THROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS.

MaJor BRANCHES oF CriITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US

THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS DISCUSSED ABOVE HAVE GIVEN RISE TO SEVERAL DISTINCT BUT OFTEN OVERLAPPING BRANCHES
OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY THAT FOCUS ON SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF CRIME AND JUSTICE WITHIN THE AMERICAN LANDSCAPE. THESE
BRANCHES OFFER SPECIALIZED INSIGHTS INTO THE COMPLEX DYNAMICS OF CRIMINALIZATION AND SOCIAL CONTROL.

CriTicaL RACE THEORY AND CRIMINOLOGY

CRITICAL RACE THEORY (CRT) AND ITS APPLICATION IN CRIMINOLOGY ARE INDISPENSABLE FOR UNDERSTANDING RACIAL
DISPARITIES IN THE US CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. CRT SCHOLARS EXAMINE HOW RACE AND RACISM ARE NOT MERELY
INDIVIDUAL PREJUDICES BUT ARE DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN LEGAL SYSTEMS AND SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS, SHAPING EVERYTHING FROM
POLICING PRACTICES TO SENTENCING OUTCOMES. THIS PERSPECTIVE HIGHLIGHTS HOW HISTORICAL LEGACIES OF SLAVERY,
SEGREGATION, AND DISCRIMINATION CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE THE DISPROPORTIONATE ARREST, CONVICTION, AND INCARCERATION
RATES OF RACIAL MINORITIES IN THE US.

GRrEeN CRIMINOLOGY

GREEN CRIMINOLOGY FOCUSES ON ENVIRONMENTAL HARM AND CRIME, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS " GREEN CRIMES.” THIS BRANCH
CRITICALLY EXAMINES HOW CORPORATE ACTIVITIES, STATE POLICIES, AND CONSUMERISM CONTRIBUTE TO ENVIRONMENTAL
DEGRADATION, POLLUTION, AND ECOLOGICAL DESTRUCTION. |T ARGUES THAT SUCH HARMS, WHICH DISPROPORTIONATELY
AFFECT MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES AND DEVELOPING NATIONS, ARE OFTEN NOT ADEQUATELY CRIMINALIZED OR PUNISHED BY THE
LEGAL SYSTEMS IN THE US AND GLOBALLY. |T QUESTIONS WHO BENEFITS FROM ENVIRONMENTAL EXPLOITATION AND WHO BEARS
THE BRUNT OF ITS CONSEQUENCES.

STATE CRIME

THE CONCEPT OF STATE CRIME, CENTRAL TO CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY, CHALLENGES THE NOTION THAT CRIME IS SOLELY
COMMITTED BY INDIVIDUALS. |T INVESTIGATES HARMS PERPETRATED BY STATE AGENTS AND INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING
GOVERNMENTS AND THEIR AGENCIES, IN THE US AND ELSEWHERE. THIS CAN ENCOMPASS ACTIONS RANGING FROM POLICE
BRUTALITY AND UNLAWFUL SURVEILLANCE TO STATE-SANCTIONED VIOLENCE AND THE NEGLECT OF PUBLIC WELFARE. STATE
CRIME ANALYSIS SEEKS TO HOLD POWERFUL ACTORS ACCOUNTABLE FOR ACTIONS THAT CAUSE SIGNIFICANT HARM BUT ARE
OFTEN SHIELDED FROM CONVENTIONAL LEGAL SCRUTINY.

RApicAL CRIMINOLOGY

RADICAL CRIMINOLOGY, ONE OF THE EARLIEST FORMS OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY, FUNDAMENTALLY CRITIQUES CAPITALISM AND
THE STATE AS THE PRIMARY SOURCES OF CRIME AND SOCIAL CONTROL. |IT ADVOCATES FOR PROFOUND SOCIETAL
TRANSFORMATION TO ELIMINATE THE ROOT CAUSES OF CRIME, WHICH IT SEES AS STEMMING FROM ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION AND
SOCIAL ALIENATION. RADICAL CRIMINOLOGISTS OFTEN CALL FOR A DISMANTLING OF THE EXISTING CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AND
ITS REPLACEMENT WITH MORE EQUITABLE AND HUMANE ALTERNATIVES IN THE US.

APPLICATIONS AND IMPLICATIONS OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US

THE INSIGHTS GENERATED BY CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY HAVE SIGNIFICANT PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS FOR HOW WE UNDERSTAND



AND ADDRESS CRIME AND JUSTICE ISSUES IN THE UNITED STATES. BY SHIFTING THE FOCUS FROM INDIVIDUAL BLAME TO SYSTEMIC
CAUSES, IT OPENS UP NEW AVENUES FOR POLICY AND REFORM.

o CHALLENGING CRIMINAL JUSTICE PoLIcIEs: CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY PROVIDES A POWERFUL FRAMEWORK FOR CRITIQUING
EXISTING CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICIES AND PRACTICES. |T HIGHLIGHTS HOW POLICIES LIKE MANDATORY MINIMUM
SENTENCING, THE W AR ON DRUGS, AND AGGRESSIVE POLICING CAN EXACERBATE EXISTING SOCIAL INEQUALITIES AND
DISPROPORTIONATELY HARM MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES. THIS CRITICAL LENS ENCOURAGES THE DEVELOPMENT OF MORE
JUST AND EQUITABLE ALTERNATIVES.

¢ PrROMOTING SOCIALJUSTICE ADVOCACY: THE FIELD DIRECTLY INFORMS SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS BY PROVIDING THE
THEORETICAL GROUNDING TO UNDERSTAND AND ARTICULATE THE SYSTEMIC NATURE OF INJUSTICE. |T EMPOWERS
ADVOCATES TO CHALLENGE THE CRIMINALIZATION OF POVERTY, DRUG ADDICTION, AND MENTAL ILLNESS, PUSHING FOR
PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACHES AND COMMUNITY-BASED INTERVENTIONS RATHER THAN PUNITIVE MEASURES IN THE US.

® RerorMING LEGAL DeriINITIONS oF CRIME: CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGISTS ADVOCATE FOR A RE-EVALUATION OF WHAT
CONSTITUTES A CRIME, URGING SOCIETY TO CONSIDER HARMS CAUSED BY POWERFUL INSTITUTIONS AND INDIVIDUALS,
SUCH AS CORPORATE MALFEASANCE OR ENVIRONMENTAL DESTRUCTION, WITH THE SAME SERIOUSNESS AS STREET CRIME.
THIS BROADER DEFINITION CAN LEAD TO MORE COMPREHENSIVE APPROACHES TO ACCOUNTABILITY AND PREVENTION.

* ENHANCING UNDERSTANDING OF VICTIMIZATION: BY FOCUSING ON SOCIAL STRUCTURES, CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY OFFERS
A MORE NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF VICTIMIZATION, RECOGNIZING THAT INDIVIDUALS ARE OFTEN VICTIMIZED NOT JUST
BY INDIVIDUAL OFFENDERS BUT BY OPPRESSIVE SOCIAL SYSTEMS. THIS UNDERSTANDING CAN LEAD TO MORE SUPPORTIVE
AND EFFECTIVE VICTIM SERVICES AND PREVENTION STRATEGIES.

CriTicisMs AND FUTURE DIRecTIONS FOR CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US

DESPITE ITS SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS, CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IS NOT WITHOUT ITS CRITICS. SOME ARGUE THAT IT CAN BE
OVERLY ABSTRACT AND DETACHED FROM THE LIVED REALITIES OF CRIME VICTIMS, OR THAT IT CAN BE TOO RADICAL INITS
PROPOSED SOLUTIONS, MAKING IT DIFFICULT TO IMPLEMENT PRACTICAL REFORMS WITHIN EXISTING SYSTEMS IN THE US. THere
ARE ALSO DEBATES ABOUT THE VARYING LEVELS OF CONSENSUS AMONG CRITICAL THEORISTS THEMSELVES REGARDING THE
PRIMARY DRIVERS OF CRIME AND THE MOST EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES FOR CHANGE.

LooKING AHEAD, CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, ENGAGING WITH NEW SOCIAL PHENOMENA AND
ADAPTING ITS THEORIES. EMERGING AREAS OF FOCUS INCLUDE DIGITAL CRIMINOLOGY AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR SURVEILLANCE
AND ONLINE HARMS, THE INTERSECTION OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND CRIME, AND FURTHER EXPLORATION OF
INTERSECTIONALITY——HOW MULTIPLE FORMS OF OPPRESSION, SUCH AS RACE, CLASS, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY, INTERACT TO
SHAPE EXPERIENCES OF CRIME AND JUSTICE. THE ONGOING CHALLENGE FOR CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGISTS IS TO MAINTAIN THEIR
RIGOROUS CRITIQUE OF POWER WHILE ALSO DEVELOPING ACTIONABLE STRATEGIES THAT PROMOTE A MORE JUST AND
EQUITABLE SOCIETY.












Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY FOCUS OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US?

A: THE PRIMARY FOCUS OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US IS TO ANALYZE HOW POWER, INEQUALITY, AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE
SHAPE THE DEFINITIONS OF CRIME, THE OPERATION OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, AND THE EXPERIENCES OF INDIVIDUALS
WITHIN IT. |T CHALLENGES CONVENTIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS BY EXPLORING THE SYSTEMIC FORCES THAT LEAD TO
CRIMINALIZATION AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT.

QI How DOES CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY DIFFER FROM TRADITIONAL CRIMINOLOGY?

A: TRADITIONAL CRIMINOLOGY OFTEN FOCUSES ON INDIVIDUAL OFFENDER CHARACTERISTICS AND BEHAVIORS, SEEKING TO
EXPLAIN WHY INDIVIDUALS COMMIT CRIMES. CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY, ON THE OTHER HAND, EMPHASIZES THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC,
AND POLITICAL STRUCTURES THAT CREATE CRIME AND INFLUENCE HOW IT IS DEFINED AND DEALT WITH, VIEWING CRIME AS A
PRODUCT OF SOCIAL INEQUALITY AND POWER IMBALANCES.

Q: CAN YOU EXPLAIN THE ROLE OF MARXIST THEORY IN CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE
US?

A: MARXIST THEORY IN CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US VIEWS CRIME AS A DIRECT CONSEQUENCE OF CAPITALISM. |IT ARGUES
THAT THE RULING CLASS CREATES LAWS TO PROTECT THEIR INTERESTS, LEADING TO THE CRIMINALIZATION OF BEHAVIORS OF
THE WORKING CLASS, WHICH ARE OFTEN A RESULT OF POVERTY AND SYSTEMIC EXPLOITATION.

QI \WHAT IS FEMINIST CRIMINOLOGY'S CONTRIBUTION TO CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE
USe

A: FEMINIST CRIMINOLOGY CONTRIBUTES BY HIGHLIGHTING THE GENDERED NATURE OF CRIME AND JUSTICE. |T CRITIQUES
TRADITIONAL THEORIES FOR THEIR MALE BIAS AND EXAMINES HOW PATRIARCHAL STRUCTURES INFLUENCE CRIME, VICTIMIZATION,
AND THE EXPERIENCES OF WOMEN WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IN THE US.

Q: How DOES CRITICAL RACE THEORY INFORM CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US?

A: CRITICAL RACE THEORY (CRT) INFORMS CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US BY ANALYZING HOW RACE AND RACISM ARE
EMBEDDED IN LEGAL SYSTEMS AND INSTITUTIONS, LEADING TO DISPROPORTIONATE OUTCOMES FOR RACIAL MINORITIES. IT
EXPOSES HOW HISTORICAL AND ONGOING DISCRIMINATION CONTRIBUTES TO RACIAL DISPARITIES IN ARRESTS, CONVICTIONS, AND
SENTENCING.

Q: WHAT IS “STATE CRIME” IN THE CONTEXT OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US?

A: STATE CRIME REFERS TO HARMS COMMITTED BY STATE AGENTS AND INSTITUTIONS. IN THE US CONTEXT, THIS CAN INCLUDE
ACTIONS LIKE POLICE BRUTALITY, UNLAWFUL SURVEILLANCE, OR GOVERNMENTAL POLICIES THAT LEAD TO WIDESPREAD HARM,
WHICH ARE OFTEN NOT ADEQUATELY ADDRESSED BY CONVENTIONAL LEGAL FRAMEW ORKS.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US?

A: PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS INCLUDE CRITIQUING EXISTING CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICIES, INFORMING SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY,
PUSHING FOR REFORMS IN LEGAL DEFINITIONS OF CRIME TO INCLUDE HARMS BY POWERFUL ENTITIES, AND ENHANCING THE
UNDERSTANDING OF VICTIMIZATION BY FOCUSING ON SYSTEMIC CAUSES.

Q: WHAT CRITICISMS ARE OFTEN LEVELED AGAINST CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY?

A: CRITICISMS INCLUDE ARGUMENTS THAT IT CAN BE TOO ABSTRACT, DETACHED FROM VICTIMS REALITIES, OVERLY RADICAL,
AND POTENTIALLY LACKING IN PRACTICAL, IMPLEMENTABLE SOLUTIONS WITHIN EXISTING SYSTEMS.



Q: WHAT ARE EMERGING AREAS OF FOCUS FOR CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IN THE US?

A: EMERGING AREAS INCLUDE DIGITAL CRIMINOLOGY, THE INTERSECTION OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND CRIME, AND A DEEPER
EXPLORATION OF INTERSECTIONALITY, EXAMINING HOW MULTIPLE FORMS OF OPPRESSION INTERACT TO SHAPE EXPERIENCES OF
CRIME AND JUSTICE.

QZ WHAT IS THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY?

A: THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY IS TO ACHIEVE A MORE JUST AND EQUITABLE SOCIETY BY EXPOSING AND
CHALLENGING THE STRUCTURES OF POWER AND INEQUALITY THAT CONTRIBUTE TO CRIME AND SOCIAL HARM.
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