CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES US

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES IN THE US ARE MULTIFACETED AND DEEPLY INGRAINED IN THE FABRIC OF AMERICAN SOCIETY, DEMANDING
CONSTANT SCRUTINY AND REFORM. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF THESE CHALLENGES, EXPLORING
EVERYTHING FROM SYSTEMIC INEQUITIES AND MASS INCARCERATION TO THE EVOLVING LANDSCAPE OF POLICING AND THE
PERSISTENT DEBATE AROUND REHABILITATION VERSUS RETRIBUTION. WE WILL EXAMINE THE HISTORICAL ROOTS OF MANY
CURRENT PROBLEMS AND THE ONGOING EFFORTS TO CREATE A MORE JUST AND EQUITABLE SYSTEM FOR ALL. UNDERSTANDING
THESE CRITICAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES US FACE IS PARAMOUNT TO FOSTERING POSITIVE CHANGE AND BUILDING SAFER
COMMUNITIES.
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THE PErVASIVE PROBLEM OF MASS INCARCERATION IN THE UNITED STATES

MASS INCARCERATION HAS BECOME A DEFINING CHARACTERISTIC OF THE AMERICAN CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, WITH THE us
INCARCERATING A HIGHER PERCENTAGE OF ITS POPULATION THAN ANY OTHER DEVELOPED NATION. THIS PHENOMENON IS NOT
MERELY ABOUT LOCKING PEOPLE UP;, IT HAS PROFOUND AND OFTEN DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES FOR INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES,
AND ENTIRE COMMUNITIES. THE SHEER VOLUME OF PEOPLE BEHIND BARS STRAINS RESOURCES, CREATES CYCLES OF POVERTY AND
DISENFRANCHISEMENT, AND DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACTS MARGINALIZED GROUPS.

SEVERAL FACTORS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THIS DRAMATIC RISE IN INCARCERATION RATES. THE “WAR ON DRUGS” INITIATED IN
THE LATTER HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY LED TO HARSHER SENTENCING LAWS, INCLUDING MANDATORY MINIMUMS, WHICH
REMOVED JUDICIAL DISCRETION AND OFTEN RESULTED IN LENGTHY PRISON TERMS FOR NON-VIOLENT OFFENSES. THIS APPROACH,
WHILE INTENDED TO CURB DRUG USE AND TRAFFICKING, HAS ARGUABLY BEEN MORE EFFECTIVE AT FILLING PRISONS THAN AT
ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF ADDICTION AND CRIME. FURTHERMORE, POLICIES LIKE “THREE STRIKES” LAWS, WHICH IMPOSE
SEVERE PENALTIES FOR REPEAT OFFENDERS, HAVE ALSO SWELLED PRISON POPULATIONS.

CONSEQUENCES OF MASS INCARCERATION

THE RIPPLE EFFECTS OF MASS INCARCERATION EXTEND FAR BEYOND THE PRISON WALLS. FOR INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS, THE
EXPERIENCE CAN BE TRAUMATIC, LEADING TO MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES, DIFFICULTY FINDING EMPLOYMENT UPON RELEASE, AND
SEVERED TIES WITH LOVED ONES. FAMILIES OFTEN STRUGGLE FINANCIALLY AND EMOTIONALLY, WITH CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED
PARENTS FACING INCREASED RISKS OF ACADEMIC FAILURE, BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS, AND FUTURE INVOLVEMENT IN THE JUSTICE
SYSTEM. ON A BROADER SOCIETAL LEVEL, COMMUNITIES WITH HIGH INCARCERATION RATES OFTEN EXPERIENCE DIMINISHED
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES AND SOCIAL CAPITAL, PERPETUATING CYCLES OF DISADVANTAGE.

ECONOMICALLY/ THE COST OF MAINTAINING SUCH A LARGE PRISON SYSTEM IS STAGGERING. BILLIONS OF DOLLARS ARE SPENT
ANNUALLY ON CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES, STAFF, AND INMATE CARE. THIS INVESTMENT COULD POTENTIALLY BE REDIRECTED
TOWARDS EVIDENCE-BASED CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGIES, EDUCATION, AND SOCIAL SERVICES THAT ADDRESS THE UNDERLYING
ISSUES CONTRIBUTING TO CRIME. THE DEBATE OFTEN CENTERS ON WHETHER THIS PUNITIVE APPROACH IS TRULY SERVING PUBLIC
SAFETY OR SIMPLY CREATING MORE PROBLEMS THAN IT SOLVES.



ADDRESSING SYSTEMIC RACIAL DISPARITIES IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

ONE OF THE MOST PERSISTENT AND TROUBLING CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES US GRAPPLE WITH IS THE DEEPLY EMBEDDED RACIAL
BIAS WITHIN THE SYSTEM. DECADES OF RESEARCH AND ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE HAVE CONSISTENTLY SHOWN THAT PEOPLE OF
COLOR, PARTICULARLY BLAck AMERICANS/ ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY ARRESTED, CHARGED, CONVICTED, AND SENTENCED MORE
HARSHLY THAN THEIR WHITE COUNTERPARTS FOR SIMILAR OFFENSES. THIS DISPARITY IS NOT NECESSARILY DUE TO OVERT
INDIVIDUAL PREJUDICE IN EVERY INSTANCE, BUT RATHER A COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF HISTORICAL LEGACIES, IMPLICIT BIASES, AND
SYSTEMIC PRACTICES.

FROM THE INITIAL POINT OF CONTACT WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT TO THE FINAL SENTENCING, RACIAL DISPARITIES CAN MANIFEST
AT EVERY STAGE. THIS CAN INCLUDE RACIAL PROFILING BY POLICE, DIFFERENTIAL CHARGING DECISIONS BY PROSECUTORS, AND
BIASED JURY SELECTION. THE CONSEQUENCES ARE PROFOUND, CONTRIBUTING TO THE OVERREPRESENTATION OF RACIAL
MINORITIES IN PRISONS AND PERPETUATING GENERATIONAL CYCLES OF INEQUALITY. ADDRESSING THESE INEQUITIES REQUIRES A
COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH THAT EXAMINES POLICIES, PRACTICES, AND INDIVIDUAL BEHAVIORS.

THE IMPACT OF BIASED POLICING AND SENTENCING

THE PERCEPTION OF UNFAIRNESS WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM ERODES PUBLIC TRUST, PARTICULARLY IN COMMUNITIES
THAT FEEL TARGETED. \WHEN INDIVIDUALS BELIEVE THEY ARE BEING POLICED AND PROSECUTED DIFFERENTLY BASED ON THEIR
RACE, IT CREATES A DIVIDE BETWEEN LA ENFORCEMENT AND THE COMMUNITIES THEY ARE SWORN TO PROTECT. THIS CAN LEAD
TO DECREASED COOPERATION WITH POLICE, HIGHER RATES OF NON-COMPLIANCE, AND A GENERAL SENSE OF ALIENATION.

SENTENCING DISPARITIES ARE ALSO A CRITICAL CONCERN. FOR EXAMPLE, HISTORICALLY, CRACK COCAINE OFFENSES, WHICH ARE
MORE PREVALENT IN BLACK COMMUNITIES, HAVE CARRIED SIGNIFICANTLY HARSHER PENALTIES THAN POWDER COCAINE OFFENSES,
WHICH ARE MORE COMMON IN WHITE COMMUNITIES, DESPITE BEING PHARMACOLOGICALLY SIMILAR. W/HILE SOME LEGISLATIVE
EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO ADDRESS THESE DISPARITIES, THE LEGACY OF SUCH LAWS CONTINUES TO AFFECT SENTENCING
OUTCOMES AND CONTRIBUTE TO RACIAL IMBALANCES IN INCARCERATION.

THe EvoLVING LANDSCAPE OF PoLICING AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS

THE ROLE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT IN SOCIETY IS CONSTANTLY UNDER EXAMINATION, AND RECENT YEARS HAVE SEEN A HEIGHTENED
FOCUS ON POLICING REFORMS AND THE CRITICAL NEED TO IMPROVE RELATIONS BETWEEN POLICE AND THE COMMUNITIES THEY
SERVE. THIS INCLUDES ADDRESSING ISSUES OF EXCESSIVE FORCE, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND THE APPROPRIATE SCOPE OF POLICE
RESPONSIBILITIES. THE GOAL IS TO FOSTER TRUST, ENSURE PUBLIC SAFETY, AND PROMOTE EQUITABLE TREATMENT FOR ALL
INDIVIDUALS.

CALLS FOR REFORM HAVE GAINED MOMENTUM FOLLOWING NUMEROUS HIGH-PROFILE INCIDENTS WHERE ALLEGATIONS OF POLICE
MISCONDUCT HAVE SURFACED. THESE EVENTS HAVE SPARKED WIDESPREAD PROTESTS AND INTENSIFIED PUBLIC DEBATE ABOUT
THE BEST WAYS TO ACHIEVE EFFECTIVE AND JUST POLICING. COMMUNITIES ARE DEMANDING GREATER TRANSPARENCY, MORE
ROBUST OVERSIGHT MECHANISMS, AND A MORE COMMUNITY~ORIENTED APPROACH TO LAW ENFORCEMENT.

STRATEGIES FOR POLICING REFORM

V ARIOUS STRATEGIES ARE BEING EXPLORED AND IMPLEMENTED TO REFORM POLICING. THESE INCLUDE:

® ENHANCED DE-ESCALATION TRAINING FOR OFFICERS TO REDUCE THE USE OF FORCE.

® |NCREASED DIVERSITY WITHIN POLICE DEPARTMENTS TO BETTER REFLECT THE COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE.



® BODY-WORN CAMERAS TO INCREASE TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY.
® |NDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT BOARDS TO REVIEW COMPLAINTS OF MISCONDUCT.

® REIMAGINING THE ROLE OF POLICE BY SHIFTING CERTAIN RESPONSIBILITIES TO SOCIAL WORKERS OR MENTAL HEALTH
PROFESSIONALS FOR NON-VIOLENT CRISIS SITUATIONS.

BUILDING TRUST BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COMMUNITIES IS A COMPLEX BUT ESSENTIAL UNDERTAKING. |T REQUIRES OPEN
COMMUNICATION, MUTUAL RESPECT, AND A SHARED COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC SAFETY. EFFECTIVE COMMUNITY POLICING MODELS
OFTEN INVOLVE OFFICERS ACTIVELY ENGAGING WITH RESIDENTS, UNDERSTANDING LOCAL CONCERNS, AND \WORKING
COLLABORATIVELY TO SOLVE PROBLEMS. THIS CAN HELP TO BREAK DOWN BARRIERS AND FOSTER A MORE POSITIVE AND
PRODUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP.

THE FUTURE oF CRIMINAL JUSTICE: EMBRACING REHABILITATION AND
REINTEGRATION

AS THE CONVERSATION AROUND CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES US ADVANCE, THERE IS A GROWING RECOGNITION THAT A SOLELY
PUNITIVE APPROACH IS INSUFFICIENT AND OFTEN COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. THE FOCUS IS SHIFTING TOWARDS REHABILITATION AND
SUCCESSFUL REINTEGRATION OF INDIVIDUALS BACK INTO SOCIETY. THIS PERSPECTIVE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT MANY PEOPLE WHO
BECOME INVOLVED IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM ARE STRUGGLING WITH UNDERLYING ISSUES SUCH AS ADDICTION, MENTAL HEALTH
CHALLENGES, LACK OF EDUCATION, AND LIMITED JOB SKILLS.

INVESTING IN REHABILITATION PROGRAMS CAN LEAD TO REDUCED RECIDIVISM RATES, MEANING FEWER PEOPLE RETURNING TO
PRISON AFTER THEIR RELEASE. THIS NOT ONLY BENEFITS THE INDIVIDUALS THEMSELVES BY OFFERING THEM A CHANCE FOR A
PRODUCTIVE LIFE BUT ALSO CONTRIBUTES TO SAFER COMMUNITIES AND A MORE EFFICIENT USE OF PUBLIC RESOURCES. THE GOAL
IS TO MOVE AWAY FROM A SYSTEM THAT PRIMARILY W AREHOUSES INDIVIDUALS AND TOWARDS ONE THAT HELPS THEM TO
BECOME CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS OF SOCIETY.

EFFeCTIVE REHABILITATION PROGRAMS

EFFECTIVE REHABILITATION PROGRAMS OFTEN ENCOMPASS A RANGE OF SERVICES TAILORED TO INDIVIDUAL NEEDS. THESE CAN
INCLUDE!:

® SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT AND COUNSELING.

® MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES AND THERAPY.

® EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING TO ENHANCE EMPLOYABILITY.

® |IFE SKILLS DEVELOPMENT, SUCH AS FINANCIAL LITERACY AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION.

® RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRACTICES THAT FOCUS ON REPAIRING HARM AND FOSTERING ACCOUNTARBILITY.

SUCCESSFUL REINTEGRATION ALSO REQUIRES ADDRESSING THE BARRIERS THAT FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS FACE WHEN
RETURNING TO THEIR COMMUNITIES. THIS CAN INCLUDE CHALLENGES IN FINDING HOUSING, SECURING STABLE EMPLOYMENT, AND
REGAINING THE RIGHT TO VOTE. SUPPORT SYSTEMS AND COMMUNITY-BASED REENTRY PROGRAMS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN HELPING
INDIVIDUALS NAVIGATE THESE OBSTACLES AND BUILD A SUCCESSFUL FUTURE.



THE EvoLVING RoLE oF TECHNOLOGY IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

TECHNOLOGY IS RAPIDLY TRANSFORMING VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, OFFERING BOTH POTENTIAL
BENEFITS AND NEW CHALLENGES. FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT TOOLS TO COURT PROCEEDINGS AND CORRECTIONAL MANAGEMENT,
DIGITAL ADVANCEMENTS ARE RESHAPING HOW JUSTICE IS ADMINISTERED. UNDERSTANDING THESE CHANGES IS CRUCIAL TO
NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF MODERN CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES US FACE.

L AW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES ARE INCREASINGLY UTILIZING TECHNOLOGIES LIKE PREDICTIVE POLICING SOFTWARE, FACIAL
RECOGNITION, AND ADVANCED SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS. \WHILE THESE TOOLS CAN AID IN CRIME PREVENTION AND INVESTIGATION,
THEY ALSO RAISE SIGNIFICANT ETHICAL AND PRIVACY CONCERNS. THE POTENTIAL FOR BIAS IN ALGORITHMS AND THE EROSION OF
CIVIL LIBERTIES ARE CRITICAL CONSIDERATIONS THAT MUST BE ADDRESSED PROACTIVELY.

TecHNoLoGY IN COURTS AND CORRECTIONS

Bevonp POLICING, TECHNOLOGY IS ALSO IMPACTING THE JUDICIAL PROCESS AND CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES. VIDEO
CONFERENCING IS BECOMING MORE COMMON FOR COURT HEARINGS, PARTICULARLY FOR ROUTINE MATTERS, WHICH CAN INCREASE
EFFICIENCY AND REDUCE COSTS. E-DISCOVERY HAS REVOLUTIONIZED HOW EVIDENCE IS MANAGED IN CRIMINAL CASES, AND DIGITAL
RECORD-KEEPING IS STREAMLINING ADMINISTRATIVE TASKS. IN CORRECTIONAL SETTINGS, TECHNOLOGY IS BEING USED FOR INMATE
MONITORING, COMMUNICATION, AND EVEN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS.

HO\X/EVER, THE DIGITAL DIVIDE CAN EXACERBATE EXISTING INEQUALITIES, AND ENSURING EQUITABLE ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY
AND THE NECESSARY DIGITAL LITERACY SKILLS IS PARAMOUNT. THE RESPONSIBLE IMPLEMENTATION OF TECHNOLOGY IN CRIMINAL
JUSTICE REQUIRES CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF ITS IMPACT ON FAIRNESS, TRANSPARENCY, AND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS. ONGOING
DIALOGUE AND POLICY DEVELOPMENT ARE ESSENTIAL TO HARNESS THE BENEFITS OF TECHNOLOGY WHILE MITIGATING ITS
POTENTIAL RISKS.

ADDRESSING UNIQUE CHALLENGES IN JUVENILE JUSTICE

THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM OPERATES WITH A DISTINCT PHILOSOPHY FROM THE ADULT SYSTEM, AIMING FOR REHABILITATION
AND FOCUSING ON THE DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS OF YOUNG OFFENDERS. HO\X/EVER,JUVENILEJUSTICE ISSUES US FACE ARE
SIGNIFICANT, INCLUDING CONCERNS ABOUT THE SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE, THE DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT ON MINORITY
YOUTH, AND THE EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERVENTIONS. THE OVERARCHING GOAL IS TO PROVIDE YOUNG PEOPLE WITH THE SUPPORT
AND GUIDANCE THEY NEED TO AVOID A LIFE OF CRIME.

THE SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE REFERS TO THE POLICIES AND PRACTICES THAT PUSH STUDENTS OUT OF SCHOOLS AND INTO
THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. THIS CAN INCLUDE ZERO-TOLERANCE POLICIES, INCREASED SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS FOR
MINOR INFRACTIONS, AND THE PRESENCE OF LA ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS IN SCHOOLS. FOR MANY YOUNG PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY
THOSE FROM DISADVANTAGED BACKGROUNDS, A MINOR DISCIPLINARY ISSUE CAN LEAD TO AN ARREST AND A PATHWAY
TOWARDS INCARCERATION.

REFORMING JUVENILE INTERVENTIONS

EFFORTS TO REFORM THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM OFTEN FOCUS ON PREVENTION, EARLY INTERVENTION, AND EVIDENCE-BASED
PRACTICES. THIS INCLUDES:

® |NVESTING IN SCHOOL-BASED MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES AND COUNSELING.

¢ |MPLEMENTING RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRACTICES TO ADDRESS HARM AND PROMOTE ACCOUNTABILITY.



® DEVELOPING DIVERSION PROGRAMS THAT OFFER ALTERNATIVES TO FORMAL COURT PROCESSING FOR LOW-LEVEL
OFFENSES.

® ENSURING THAT JUVENILE FACILITIES ARE REHABILITATIVE ENVIRONMENTS THAT PRIORITIZE EDUCATION AND SKILL
DEVELOPMENT.

RECOGNIZING THE UNIQUE DEVELOPMENTAL STAGE OF ADOLESCENTS IS CRUCIAL. INTERVENTIONS SHOULD BE TAILORED TO THEIR
COGNITIVE AND EMOTIONAL CAPACITIES, WITH A STRONG EMPHASIS ON POSITIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AND OPPORTUNITIES
FOR GROWTH. THE AIM IS TO HELP YOUNG PEOPLE MAKE BETTER CHOICES AND BUILD A FOUNDATION FOR A SUCCESSFUL FUTURE,
RATHER THAN SIMPLY PUNISHING THEM.

THe CruUcIAL IMPORTANCE oOF VICTIM RIGHTS AND SUPPORT

W/HILE MUCH OF THE DISCOURSE SURROUNDING CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES US FOCUS ON OFFENDERS, THE RIGHTS AND NEEDS OF
VICTIMS ARE EQUALLY VITAL. ENSURING THAT VICTIMS ARE TREATED WITH DIGNITY, RESPECT, AND COMPASSION THROUGHOUT
THE JUSTICE PROCESS IS A CORNERSTONE OF A TRULY JUST SYSTEM. THIS INCLUDES PROVIDING THEM WITH INFORMATION,
SUPPORT, AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARTICIPATION.

VICTIMS OF CRIME OFTEN EXPERIENCE SIGNIFICANT TRAUMA, BOTH EMOTIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL. THE JUSTICE SYSTEM CAN,
UNFORTUNATELY, SOMETIMES RETTRAUMATIZE THEM THROUGH LENGTHY COURT PROCEEDINGS, INSENSITIVE QUESTIONING, AND A
LACK OF ADEQUATE SUPPORT. COMPREHENSIVE VICTIM SERVICES ARE ESSENTIAL TO HELP THEM COPE WITH THEIR EXPERIENCES,
UNDERSTAND THEIR RIGHTS, AND NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE LEGAL PROCESS.

CoMPONENTS oF VICTIM SUPPORT

EFFECTIVE VICTIM SUPPORT TYPICALLY INCLUDES:

e ACCESS TO VICTIM ADVOCATES WHO CAN PROVIDE EMOTIONAL SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE.
® INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROGRESS OF THEIR CASE AND THE LEGAL RIGHTS THEY POSSESS.

PROTECTION FROM INTIMIDATION OR HARASSMENT BY THE OFFENDER.

® ASSISTANCE WITH ACCESSING RESOURCES SUCH AS COUNSELING, FINANCIAL AID, AND MEDICAL CARE.

e OPPORTUNITIES TO PROVIDE VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENTS IN COURT, ALLOWING THEIR EXPERIENCES TO BE CONSIDERED
DURING SENTENCING.

FURTHERMORE, THE CONCEPT OF RESTORATIVE JUSTICE OFTEN SEEKS TO INVOLVE VICTIMS DIRECTLY IN THE RESOLUTION OF
HARM, PROVIDING THEM WITH A VOICE AND AN OPPORTUNITY TO SEEK UNDERSTANDING AND CLOSURE. W/HILE THIS APPROACH IS
NOT SUITABLE FOR ALL CASES, ITS PRINCIPLES CAN CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE VICTIM-CENTERED AND HEALING-ORIENTED JUSTICE
SYSTEM.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS ABoUT CRIMINAL JUSTICE Issues US



Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DRIVER OF MASS INCARCERATION IN THE UNITED STATES?

A: THE PRIMARY DRIVER OF MASS INCARCERATION IN THE UNITED STATES IS A COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF FACTORS, INCLUDING THE
“\WAR ON DRUGS,” WHICH LED TO STRICTER SENTENCING LAWS LIKE MANDATORY MINIMUMS, AND POLICIES SUCH AS “THREE
STRIKES” LAWS. THESE LEGISLATIVE APPROACHES HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE INCARCERATED,
PARTICULARLY FOR NON-VIOLENT OFFENSES, AND HAVE HAD A DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT ON MINORITY COMMUNITIES.

QZ How DO RACIAL DISPARITIES MANIFEST WITHIN THE US CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM?

A: RACIAL DISPARITIES ARE EVIDENT AT MULTIPLE STAGES OF THE US CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, FROM INITIAL POLICE STOPS
AND ARRESTS TO CHARGING DECISIONS, TRIAL OUTCOMES, AND SENTENCING. STUDIES CONSISTENTLY SHOW THAT BLACK AND
HiSPANIC INDIVIDUALS ARE ARRESTED, CONVICTED, AND SENTENCED MORE HARSHLY THAN \WHITE INDIVIDUALS FOR SIMILAR
OFFENSES, REFLECTING SYSTEMIC BIASES THAT CAN BE BOTH IMPLICIT AND EXPLICIT.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME OF THE PROPOSED REFORMS FOR US POLICING?

A: PROPOSED REFORMS FOR US POLICING ARE DIVERSE AND AIM TO IMPROVE ACCOUNTABILITY, TRANSPARENCY, AND
COMMUNITY RELATIONS. THESE INCLUDE ENHANCED DE-ESCALATION TRAINING, INCREASED USE OF BODY~-WORN CAMERAS,
INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT BOARDS, DEMILITARIZATION OF POLICE FORCES, AND A GREATER EMPHASIS ON COMMUNITY POLICING
MODELS THAT FOSTER COLLABORATION AND TRUST BETWEEN OFFICERS AND RESIDENTS.

Q: WHY IS REHABILITATION INCREASINGLY BEING EMPHASIZED IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
CRIMINAL JUSTICE?

A: REHABILITATION IS INCREASINGLY EMPHASIZED BECAUSE A PURELY PUNITIVE APPROACH TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE HAS PROVEN TO
BE INEFFECTIVE AND COSTLY. EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THAT INVESTING IN PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS UNDERLYING ISSUES SUCH AS
ADDICTION, MENTAL HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND JOB SKILLS LEADS TO LOWER RECIDIVISM RATES, MAKING COMMUNITIES SAFER AND
INDIVIDUALS MORE LIKELY TO BECOME CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS OF SOCIETY.

QZ \WHAT ARE THE ETHICAL CONCERNS SURROUNDING THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN
CRIMINAL JUSTICE?

A: ETHICAL CONCERNS SURROUNDING THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE PRIMARILY REVOLVE AROUND PRIVACY,
BIAS, AND FAIRNESS. TECHNOLOGIES LIKE FACIAL RECOGNITION AND PREDICTIVE POLICING ALGORITHMS CAN PERPETUATE EXISTING
SOCIETAL BIASES IF NOT CAREFULLY DESIGNED AND MONITORED, POTENTIALLY LEADING TO DISCRIMINATORY OUTCOMES. THE
BROAD COLLECTION OF DATA AND SURVEILLANCE ALSO RAISES SIGNIFICANT PRIVACY IMPLICATIONS FOR CITIZENS.

QZ How DOES THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM DIFFER FROM THE ADULT SYSTEM?

A: THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM DIFFERS FROM THE ADULT SYSTEM BY FOCUSING ON REHABILITATION RATHER THAN
PUNISHMENT. |T AIMS TO ADDRESS THE DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS OF YOUNG OFFENDERS, OFFERING INTERVENTIONS LIKE COUNSELING,
EDUCATION, AND SKILL-BUILDING. THE GOAL IS TO GUIDE YOUNG PEOPLE TOWARDS A POSITIVE PATH AND PREVENT THEM FROM
ENTERING THE ADULT CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.

QI \WHAT ARE THE KEY COMPONENTS OF VICTIM SUPPORT SERVICES IN THE US?

A: KEY COMPONENTS OF VICTIM SUPPORT SERVICES IN THE US INCLUDE PROVIDING EMOTIONAL AND PRACTICAL ASSISTANCE
THROUGH VICTIM ADVOCATES, OFFERING INFORMATION ABOUT CASE PROGRESS AND LEGAL RIGHTS, ENSURING PROTECTION FROM
OFFENDERS, FACILITATING ACCESS TO COUNSELING AND FINANCIAL AID, AND ALLOWING VICTIMS TO SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES
THROUGH VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENTS IN COURT.
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