COUNTY JAIL INMATE RIGHTS

UNDERSTANDING YOUR COUNTY JAIL INMATE RIGHTS: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

COUNTY JAIL INMATE RIGHTS ARE A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, ENSURING THAT INDIVIDUALS, EVEN WHILE
INCARCERATED, ARE TREATED WITH DIGNITY AND RESPECT. IT's A COMPLEX AREA, AND MANY PEOPLE ARE UNA\WARE OF THE
PROTECTIONS AFFORDED TO THOSE HELD IN LOCAL CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO DEMYSTIFY THESE RIGHTS,
COVERING ESSENTIAL ASPECTS SUCH AS BASIC HUMAN NEEDS, ACCESS TO MEDICAL CARE, LEGAL REPRESENTATION,
COMMUNICATION, AND PROTECTION FROM ABUSE OR MISTREATMENT. UNDERSTANDING THESE ENTITLEMENTS IS CRUCIAL FOR
INMATES, THEIR FAMILIES, AND LEGAL ADVOCATES ALIKE, EMPOWERING THEM TO NAVIGATE THE CHALLENGES OF INCARCERATION
AND ADVOCATE FOR FAIR TREATMENT. WE'LL DELVE INTO THE SPECIFICS OF WHAT CONSTITUTES HUMANE CONDITIONS, THE
PROCEDURES FOR ACCESSING HEALTHCARE, THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING CONTACT WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD, AND THE
RECOURSE AVAILABLE SHOULD THESE RIGHTS BE VIOLATED.
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Basic HUMAN Neebs AND HUMANE CONDITIONS

W/HEN SOMEONE IS INCARCERATED IN A COUNTY JAIL, IT DOESN'T MEAN THEY FORFEIT THEIR BASIC HUMAN NEEDS. THE LAW
RECOGNIZES THAT EVEN THOSE ACCUSED OR CONVICTED OF CRIMES DESERVE TO BE HOUSED IN CONDITIONS THAT ARE SAFE,
SANITARY, AND HUMANE. THIS ENCOMPASSES A RANGE OF NECESSITIES THAT ARE VITAL FOR A PERSON'S WELL-BEING, BOTH
PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY.JAIL ADMINISTRATORS HAVE A DUTY TO PROVIDE THESE FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENTS, AND INMATES
HAVE A CORRESPONDING RIGHT TO EXPECT THEM. |GNORING THESE BASIC REQUIREMENTS CAN LEAD TO SERIOUS HEALTH ISSUES
AND PSYCHOLOGICAL DISTRESS, WHICH IS WHY THEY ARE LEGALLY PROTECTED.

W/HAT EXACTLY FALLS UNDER “HUMANE CONDITIONS”? |T'S MORE THAN JUST HAVING A ROOF OVER YOUR HEAD. THIS INCLUDES
ADEQUATE FOOD THAT IS NUTRITIOUS AND PREPARED HYGIENICALLY. INMATES HAVE A RIGHT TO RECEIVE MEALS THAT MEET
CERTAIN DIETARY STANDARDS, AND ANY SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS DUE TO MEDICAL CONDITIONS OR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS MUST BE
ACCOMMODATED. FURTHERMORE, CLEAN DRINKING WATER MUST BE READILY AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES. THE LIVING SPACES
THEMSELVES MUST BE KEPT CLEAN AND FREE FROM INFESTATIONS, AND THERE SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT VENTILATION AND LIGHTING.
OVERCROWDING, WHILE A PERSISTENT ISSUE IN MANY FACILITIES, IS ALSO SUBJECT TO LEGAL SCRUTINY, AS EXTREME
OVERCROWDING CAN DEGRADE LIVING CONDITIONS TO AN UNACCEPTABLE LEVEL.

BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT, THERE'S ALSO THE RIGHT TO PERSONAL SAFETY.JAIL STAFF ARE RESPONSIBLE
FOR MAINTAINING ORDER AND PREVENTING VIOLENCE BETWEEN INMATES. THIS MEANS IMPLEMENTING SECURITY MEASURES AND
RESPONDING APPROPRIATELY TO THREATS OR INCIDENTS. INMATES SHOULD NOT BE SUBJECTED TO UNREASONABLE FORCE BY
CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS. THE FACILITIES MUST ALSO BE MAINTAINED IN A SAFE STATE OF REPAIR, WITH NO HAZARDS THAT
COULD CAUSE INJURY. THIS MIGHT SEEM OBVIOUS, BUT ENSURING THESE CONDITIONS ARE CONSISTENTLY MET REQUIRES ONGOING
VIGILANCE AND ADHERENCE TO ESTABLISHED STANDARDS BY JAIL AUTHORITIES.

Access To MepicAaL AND MenTAL HEALTH CARE

ONE OF THE MOST CRITICAL RIGHTS FOR ANY COUNTY JAIL INMATE IS ACCESS TO ADEQUATE MEDICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH



CARE. THE EIGHTH AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION, WHICH PROHIBITS CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT, HAS BEEN
INTERPRETED BY COURTS TO INCLUDE A RIGHT TO HEALTHCARE FOR INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS. THIS MEANS THAT JAIL
OFFICIALS CANNOT DELIBERATELY IGNORE OR BE INDIFFERENT TO A SERIOUS MEDICAL NEED, AS DOING SO CAN LEAD TO SEVERE
SUFFERING OR EVEN DEATH.

THE SCOPE OF MEDICAL CARE EXTENDS BEYOND JUST EMERGENCIES. |T INCLUDES ROUTINE CHECK-UPS, TREATMENT FOR CHRONIC
CONDITIONS, AND ACCESS TO NECESSARY MEDICATIONS. W/HEN AN INMATE REPORTS A HEALTH PROBLEM, THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO
BE SEEN BY A QUALIFIED MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL IN A TIMELY MANNER. THIS DOESN’T NECESSARILY MEAN IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO A
SPECIALIST FOR EVERY MINOR AILMENT, BUT IT DOES REQUIRE A SYSTEM THAT CAN ASSESS AND TREAT SERIOUS CONDITIONS
AND MANAGE ONGOING HEALTH ISSUES. MENTAL HEALTH CARE IS EQUALLY IMPORTANT, AND FACILITIES SHOULD PROVIDE
ACCESS TO COUNSELING, PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATIONS, AND MEDICATION FOR THOSE EXPERIENCING MENTAL HEALTH CRISES OR
CONDITIONS.

\W/HEN AN INMATE FEELS THEIR MEDICAL OR MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS ARE NOT BEING MET, THERE ARE TYPICALLY PROCEDURES IN
PLACE FOR THEM TO MAKE GRIEVANCES OR REQUESTS. THESE MIGHT INVOLVE FILLING OUT SPECIFIC FORMS OR SPEAKING TO A
NURSE OR MEDICAL STAFF MEMBER. |T'S ESSENTIAL FOR INMATES TO DOCUMENT THESE REQUESTS AND ANY RESPONSES, AS THIS
CAN BE CRUCIAL IF FURTHER ACTION IS NEEDED. THE LACK OF ADEQUATE CARE CAN HAVE DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES, MAKING
THIS ONE OF THE MOST VIGOROUSLY PROTECTED RIGHTS FOR THOSE IN CUSTODY.

LeGAL RIGHTS AND DUE PROCESS

EVEN BEFORE A CONVICTION, INDIVIDUALS IN COUNTY JAIL RETAIN SIGNIFICANT LEGAL RIGHTS, PRIMARILY CENTERED AROUND DUE
PROCESS. THIS MEANS THEY HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE INFORMED OF THE CHARGES AGAINST THEM, THE RIGHT TO A FAIR HEARING,
AND THE RIGHT TO LEGAL REPRESENTATION. FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT AFFORD AN ATTORNEY, THE SIXTH AMENDMENT
GUARANTEES THE RIGHT TO HAVE ONE APPOINTED AT PUBLIC EXPENSE.

\WHEN YOU'RE INJAIL, LEGAL CONSULTATIONS ARE PARAMOUNT. INMATES HAVE THE RIGHT TO SPEAK PRIVATELY WITH THEIR
ATTORNEY WITHOUT THEIR CONVERSATIONS BEING MONITORED OR RECORDED. THIS CONFIDENTIALITY IS VITAL FOR BUILDING A
STRONG DEFENSE.JAIL STAFF MUST FACILITATE THESE MEETINGS AND ALLOW INMATES REASONABLE ACCESS TO THEIR LEGAL
COUNSEL. THIS ALSO EXTENDS TO THE ABILITY TO PREPARE FOR THEIR DEFENSE, WHICH MIGHT INVOLVE REVIEWING DOCUMENTS
OR COMMUNICATING WITH WITNESSES.

FURTHERMORE, IF AN INMATE IS FACING DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS WITHIN THE JAIL THAT COULD AFFECT THEIR SENTENCE OR
PRIVILEGES, THEY ARE ENTITLED TO CERTAIN DUE PROCESS PROTECTIONS. THIS TYPICALLY INCLUDES NOTICE OF THE CHARGES,
AN OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT THEIR SIDE OF THE STORY, AND THE RIGHT TO CALL WITNESSES. \W/HILE JAIL DISCIPLINARY
HEARINGS ARE NOT FULL CRIMINAL TRIALS, THEY STILL REQUIRE A BASIC LEVEL OF FAIRNESS TO PREVENT ARBITRARY
PUNISHMENTS.

CoMMUNICATION AND VISITATION RIGHTS

MAINTAINING CONNECTIONS WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD IS INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT FOR AN INMATE'S MORALE, MENTAL HEALTH,
AND REHABILITATION. COUNTY JAILS GENERALLY RECOGNIZE THE NEED FOR INMATES TO COMMUNICATE WITH FAMILY, FRIENDS,
AND THEIR LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES. THESE RIGHTS TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE ABILITY TO MAKE PHONE CALLS AND RECEIVE MAIL,
THOUGH THERE ARE OFTEN SPECIFIC RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THESE COMMUNICATIONS.

PHONE CALLS ARE A PRIMARY WAY FOR INMATES TO STAY IN TOUCH. WHILE JAILS PROVIDE ACCESS TO PHONES, THEY ARE
OFTEN PREPAID SYSTEMS, AND THE INMATE OR THEIR FAMILY MUST FUND THE CALLS. THERE ARE USUALLY LIMITS ON THE
FREQUENCY AND DURATION OF CALLS, AND CERTAIN CALLS MAY BE MONITORED FOR SECURITY REASONS, WITH THE EXCEPTION
OF PRIVILEGED CALLS TO ATTORNEYS. |T'S IMPORTANT FOR INMATES AND THEIR FAMILIES TO UNDERSTAND THE SPECIFIC PHONE
SYSTEM AND ASSOCIATED COSTS AT THE PARTICULAR JAIL.



RECEIVING MAIL IS ANOTHER CRUCIAL COMMUNICATION CHANNEL. GENERALLY/ ALL INCOMING MAIL, EXCEPT FOR LEGAL
DOCUMENTS AND PACKAGES WHICH MAY HAVE DIFFERENT PROCEDURES, CAN BE INSPECTED BY JAIL STAFF FOR CONTRABAND.
HO\X/EVER, THIS INSPECTION SHOULD NOT BE USED AS A TOOL TO CENSOR OR DELAY PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE
UNNECESSARILY. THERE ARE ALSO RIGHTS RELATED TO VISITATION. WHILE VISITATION POLICIES VARY SIGNIFICANTLY BETWEEN
JAILS, MOST ALLOW FOR REGULAR VISITS FROM APPROVED FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS. THESE VISITS ARE OFTEN SUPERVISED,
AND THERE MAY BE RESTRICTIONS ON WHO CAN VISIT AND FOR HOW LONG. THE ABILITY TO RECEIVE THESE COMMUNICATIONS
AND VISITS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT AN INMATE'S WELL-BEING DURING THEIR TIME IN CUSTODY.

PROTECTION FROM ABUSE AND UNFAIR TREATMENT

A FUNDAMENTAL TENET OF COUNTY JAIL INMATE RIGHTS IS PROTECTION FROM ABUSE, EXCESSIVE FORCE, AND UNFAIR OR
DISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT. CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS ARE ENTRUSTED WITH AUTHORITY, BUT THIS AUTHORITY MUST BE
EXERCISED WITHIN LEGAL AND ETHICAL BOUNDARIES. INMATES HAVE A RIGHT TO BE TREATED WITH RESPECT AND TO BE FREE
FROM PHYSICAL, SEXUAL, OR PSYCHOLOGICAL ABUSE BY STAFF OR OTHER INMATES.

EXCESSIVE FORCE IS A SERIOUS CONCERN. W/HILE OFFICERS ARE PERMITTED TO USE FORCE WHEN NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN ORDER
OR ENSURE SAFETY, THE FORCE USED MUST BE REASONABLE AND PROPORTIONATE TO THE SITUATION. ANY USE OF FORCE THAT
IS UNNECESSARY OR GOES BEYOND WHAT IS REQUIRED TO CONTROL A SITUATION CAN BE CONSIDERED A VIOLATION OF AN
INMATE’S RIGHTS. THIS ALSO APPLIES TO RETALIATORY FORCE, WHERE AN OFFICER MIGHT USE EXCESSIVE FORCE IN RESPONSE TO
A MINOR INFRACTION OR PERCEIVED DISRESPECT.

DISCRIMINATION IS ANOTHER AREA OF PROTECTION. INMATES SHOULD NOT BE SUBJECTED TO DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT BASED ON
THEIR RACE, RELIGION, GENDER, OR OTHER PROTECTED CHARACTERISTICS. THIS APPLIES TO ALL ASPECTS OF JAIL LIFE, FROM
HOUSING ASSIGNMENTS AND DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS TO ACCESS TO PROGRAMS AND SERVICES. |F AN INMATE EXPERIENCES OR
WITNESSES ABUSE OR UNFAIR TREATMENT, THEY TYPICALLY HAVE THE RIGHT TO FILE A GRIEVANCE OR COMPLAINT. REPORTING
THESE INCIDENTS IS A CRITICAL STEP IN HOLDING THE FACILITY ACCOUNTABLE AND SEEKING REDRESS FOR ANY VIOLATIONS.

ReLiGious FReepoM IN COUNTY JAILS

THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION PROTECTS THE FREE EXERCISE OF RELIGION, AND THIS RIGHT EXTENDS TO
INDIVIDUALS INCARCERATED IN COUNTY JAILS. W/HILE THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN A CORRECTIONAL
SETTING CAN BE COMPLEX, JAIL AUTHORITIES HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO REASONABLY ACCOMMODATE INMATES RELIGIOUS
BELIEFS AND PRACTICES.

THIS ACCOMMODATION CAN TAKE VARIOUS FORMS. |T GENERALLY INCLUDES THE RIGHT TO POSSESS RELIGIOUS TEXTS,
PARTICIPATE IN RELIGIOUS SERVICES OR WORSHIP, AND ADHERE TO DIETARY RESTRICTIONS BASED ON RELIGIOUS TENETS,
PROVIDED THESE DO NOT POSE A SECURITY RISK OR UNDUE BURDEN ON THE FACILITY. FOR EXAMPLE, IF A FAITH REQUIRES
SPECIFIC FASTING PERIODS OR HAS DIETARY PROHIBITIONS, THE JAIL SHOULD MAKE REASONABLE EFFORTS TO COMPLY.
SIMILARLY, INMATES SHOULD GENERALLY BE ALLOWED TO WEAR RELIGIOUS SYMBOLS OR ATTIRE, AS LONG AS THEY DO NOT
COMPROMISE SECURITY PROTOCOLS.

HO\X/EVER/ THE RIGHT TO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IS NOT ABSOLUTE WITHIN A JAIL ENVIRONMENT.JAIL ADMINISTRATORS CAN IMPOSE
LIMITATIONS IF A PARTICULAR PRACTICE GENUINELY DISRUPTS THE SECURITY, ORDER, OR DISCIPLINARY FUNCTIONING OF THE
INSTITUTION, OR IF IT INFRINGES ON THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS. THE KEY IS THAT ANY RESTRICTIONS MUST BE NARROWLY TAILORED
AND SERVE A LEGITIMATE PENOLOGICAL INTEREST. INMATES WHO FEEL THEIR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IS BEING UNDULY RESTRICTED
SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES AVAILABLE WITHIN THE JAIL TO ADDRESS SUCH CONCERNS.



IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS AND HOowW TO SEEK HELP

NAVIGATING COUNTY JAIL INMATE RIGHTS CAN BE A CHALLENGING PROCESS. IT'S CRUCIAL FOR INMATES AND THEIR LOVED ONES
TO UNDERSTAND THAT WHILE THESE RIGHTS EXIST, THEIR ENFORCEMENT OFTEN DEPENDS ON AW ARENESS, COMMUNICATION, AND
SOMETIMES LEGAL ACTION. DOCUMENTATION IS YOUR FRIEND, KEEP RECORDS OF EVERYTHING — REQUESTS, COMPLAINTS, MEDICAL
ISSUES, DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS, AND COMMUNICATIONS WITH STAFF. THIS EVIDENCE CAN BE INVALUABLE IF YOU NEED TO
ESCALATE A CONCERN.

IF AN INMATE BELIEVES THEIR RIGHTS ARE BEING VIOLATED, THE FIRST STEP IS USUALLY TO UTILIZE THEJAILIS INTERNAL
GRIEVANCE SYSTEM. EVERY JAIL SHOULD HAVE A PROCEDURE FOR INMATES TO FORMALLY COMPLAIN ABOUT CONDITIONS OR
TREATMENT. THESE GRIEVANCES SHOULD BE IN WRITING, CLEARLY STATING THE ISSUE AND THE DESIRED RESOLUTION. IT's
IMPORTANT TO FOLLOW THE OUTLINED STEPS AND DEADLINES FOR FILING GRIEVANCES.

|F THE INTERNAL GRIEVANCE PROCESS DOES NOT YIELD SATISFACTORY RESULTS, OR IF THE SITUATION IS SEVERE, SEEKING
EXTERNAL HELP IS THE NEXT LOGICAL STEP. THIS CAN INVOLVE CONTACTING A CIVIL RIGHTS ATTORNEY WHO SPECIALIZES IN
REPRESENTING INMATES. MANY LEGAL AID ORGANIZATIONS AND NON-PROFIT GROUPS ALSO OFFER ASSISTANCE TO INMATES
FACING RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS CAN PLAY A VITAL ROLE BY CONTACTING LEGAL PROFESSIONALS ON
BEHALF OF THE INMATE OR BY GATHERING INFORMATION AND EVIDENCE. REMEMBER, KNOWING YOUR RIGHTS IS THE FIRST STEP
TOWARD ENSURING THEY ARE UPHELD, AND TAKING ACTION IS ESSENTIAL WHEN THEY ARE NOT.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS ABoUT COUNTY JAIL INMATE RIGHTS

Q: WHAT ARE THE BASIC LIVING CONDITIONS AN INMATE HAS A RIGHT TO IN COUNTY
JAIL?

A: INMATES HAVE A RIGHT TO BASIC HUMAN NEEDS, INCLUDING ADEQUATE AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD, CLEAN DRINKING WATER, A
CLEAN AND SANITARY LIVING ENVIRONMENT FREE FROM INFESTATIONS, ADEQUATE VENTILATION AND LIGHTING, AND SUFFICIENT
PERSONAL SPACE TO AVOID UNREASONABLE OVERCROWDING. THEY ALSO HAVE A RIGHT TO SAFETY AND SECURITY WITHIN THE
FACILITY.

Q: CAN AN INMATE REFUSE MEDICAL TREATMENT IN COUNTY JAILP

A: GENERALLY, COMPETENT ADULTS HAVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE MEDICAL TREATMENT. HO\X/EVER, IF AN INMATE IS DEEMED
INCOMPETENT OR IF THE MEDICAL CONDITION IS LIFE-THREATENING OR POSES A RISK TO OTHERS, JAIL OFFICIALS MAY SEEK COURT
ORDERS TO PROVIDE NECESSARY TREATMENT.

Q: How OFTEN CAN AN INMATE MAKE PHONE CALLS FROM COUNTY JAILP

A: THE FREQUENCY AND DURATION OF PHONE CALLS ARE DETERMINED BY THE SPECIFIC_JAILIS POLICIES. TYPICALLY,JAILS
PROVIDE ACCESS TO PHONES, BUT INMATES OR THEIR CONTACTS OFTEN NEED TO SET UP PREPAID ACCOUNTS TO FUND THE
CALLS. THERE ARE USUALLY LIMITS ON CALL LENGTH AND THE NUMBER OF CALLS ALLOWED PER DAY OR WEEK.

QI ARE INMATE MAIL RIGHTS PROTECTED IN COUNTY JAIL?

A: YES, INMATES HAVE THE RIGHT TO RECEIVE MAIL. W/HILE JAILS CAN INSPECT NON-LEGAL MAIL FOR CONTRABAND, THEY
GENERALLY CANNOT CENSOR OR DELAY PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE UNLESS IT CONTAINS ILLEGAL MATERIAL OR POSES A
SECURITY THREAT. LEGAL MAIL FROM ATTORNEYS IS TYPICALLY HANDLED WITH MORE PRIVACY.



QI \WHAT SHOULD AN INMATE DO IF THEY BELIEVE THEIR RIGHTS ARE BEING VIOLATED?

A: THE FIRST STEP IS USUALLY TO FILE A FORMAL GRIEVANCE THROUGH THEJAILIS INTERNAL GRIEVANCE SYSTEM. IF THE ISSUE IS
NOT RESOLVED OR IS OF A SERIOUS NATURE, THE INMATE MAY NEED TO SEEK LEGAL COUNSEL FROM AN ATTORNEY SPECIALIZING
IN CIVIL RIGHTS OR INMATE ADVOCACY.

QZ Do INMATES HAVE A RIGHT TO PRACTICE THEIR RELIGION IN COUNTY JAIL?

A: YES, INMATES HAVE A FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHT TO THE FREE EXERCISE OF EELIGION.JAILS MUST REASONABLY ACCOMMODATE
RELIGIOUS PRACTICES, SUCH AS PROVIDING RELIGIOUS TEXTS, ALLOWING PARTICIPATION IN SERVICES, AND RESPECTING DIETARY
RESTRICTIONS, AS LONG AS THESE ACCOMMODATIONS DO NOT COMPROMISE SECURITY OR CREATE AN UNDUE BURDEN ON THE
FACILITY.

QZ CAN JAIL STAFF ENTER AN INMATE'S CELL WITHOUT PERMISSION?

A: YES,JAIL STAFF GENERALLY HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO ENTER AN INMATE'S CELL FOR SEARCHES, SECURITY CHECKS, OR TO
ADDRESS AN EMERGENCY. HO\X/EVER, THE SEARCH MUST BE CONDUCTED IN A REASONABLE MANNER, AND STAFF SHOULD NOT
ENGAGE IN GRATUITOUS DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY OR DISRESPECTFUL BEHAVIOR.

QI \WHAT RECOURSE DOES AN INMATE HAVE IF THEY ARE SUBJECTED TO EXCESSIVE
FORCE BY A CORRECTIONAL OFFICER?

A: IF AN INMATE IS SUBJECTED TO EXCESSIVE FORCE, THEY CAN FILE A GRIEVANCE WITHIN THE JAIL SYSTEM. |F THE GRIEVANCE
PROCESS IS UNSUCCESSFUL OR IF THE VIOLATION IS SEVERE, THEY MAY HAVE GROUNDS TO FILE A CIVIL LAWSUIT AGAINST THE
CORRECTIONAL OFFICER AND THE JAIL FOR A VIOLATION OF THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS.
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