CORE ARGUMENTS COMMUNIST MANIFESTO

IUNDERSTANDING THE CORE ARGUMENTS OF THE COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO

CORE ARGUMENTS COMMUNIST MANIFESTO HAVE RESONATED ACROSS CENTURIES, SPARKING DEBATE AND SHAPING POLITICAL
THOUGHT LIKE FEW OTHER DOCUMENTS IN HISTORY. THIS SEMINAL WORK BY KARL MARX AND FRIEDRICH ENGELS, PUBLISHED IN
]848/ PRESENTS A SWEEPING CRITIQUE OF CAPITALIST SOCIETY AND OUTLINES A VISION FOR A REVOLUTIONARY
TRANSFORMATION. AT ITS HEART, THE MANIFESTO ARGUES THAT HISTORY IS FUNDAMENTALLY A STORY OF CLASS STRUGGLE,
A PERPETUAL CONFLICT BETWEEN THE OPPRESSORS AND THE OPPRESSED. |T DETAILS THE RISE OF THE BOURGEOISIE AND ITS
REVOLUTIONARY IMPACT ON FEUDALISM, ONLY TO ESTABLISH A NEW SYSTEM RIFE WITH ITS OWN INHERENT CONTRADICTIONS.
THE DOCUMENT METICULOUSLY DISSECTS THE ALIENATING NATURE OF CAPITALIST LABOR, THE INEVITABILITY OF ECONOMIC
CRISES, AND THE GROWING POWER OF THE PROLETARIAT. ULTIMATELY, IT CALLS FOR THE ABOLITION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY
AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CLASSLESS SOCIETY, A PROFOUND AND ENDURING CALL TO ACTION THAT CONTINUES TO BE
ANALYZED AND DEBATED IN OUR MODERN \WORLD.
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THE INeVITABILITY OF CLASS STRUGGLE

ONE OF THE MOST FOUNDATIONAL AND PERSISTENT OF THE CORE ARGUMENTS COMMUNIST MANIFESTO PRESENTS IS THE CONCEPT
OF HISTORICAL MATERIALISM, WHICH POSITS THAT THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND ALL HISTORICAL CHANGE IS THE STRUGGLE
BETWEEN SOCIAL CLASSES. MARX AND ENGELS ARGUE THAT FROM THE EARLIEST HUMAN SOCIETIES, THROUGH SLAVERY,
FEUDALISM, AND INTO CAPITALISM, THERE HAS ALWAYS BEEN AN OPPRESSOR CLASS AND AN OPPRESSED CLASS. THINK OF IT LIKE
A PERPETUAL TUG-OF~WAR, WHERE THE STRENGTH AND NATURE OF THE ROPES, AND THE PEOPLE PULLING THEM, CHANGE OVER
TIME, BUT THE FUNDAMENTAL TENSION REMAINS. THIS CLASS STRUGGLE ISN'T MERELY A MATTER OF PERSONAL ANIMOSITY, IT's
DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURES OF EACH ERA. THE PREVAILING MODE OF PRODUCTION, AND WHO CONTROLS IT,
DICTATES THE CLASS DIVISIONS AND THE ENSUING CONFLICTS. THIS HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE IS CRUCIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING
THE MANIFESTO’S ANALYSIS OF CAPITALISM AND ITS PREDICTION OF ITS EVENTUAL DOWNFALL.

THE AUTHORS DON'T SEE THIS STRUGGLE AS AN UNFORTUNATE ACCIDENT BUT RATHER AS AN INHERENT AND INEVITABLE FEATURE
OF SOCIETAL DEVELOPMENT. EVERY EPOCH IS CHARACTERIZED BY A PARTICULAR FORM OF EXPLOITATION, AND THE RESISTANCE
TO THAT EXPLOITATION FUELS THE ENGINE OF HISTORY. THIS PERSPECTIVE OFFERS A FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING NOT
JUST PAST SOCIETIES BUT ALSO THE DYNAMICS OF THEIR OWN TIME, FRAMING THE CURRENT SOCIETAL TENSIONS AS PART OF A



LONG, UNFOLDING HISTORICAL DRAMA. THE MANIFESTO INSISTS THAT THIS PATTERN OF CONFLICT IS NOT LIMITED TO ONE
NATION OR ONE PERIOD, IT'S A UNIVERSAL PHENOMENON THAT HAS SHAPED THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE.

THE RISE OF THE BOURGEOISIE AND THE PROLETARIAT

A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THE MANIFESTO IS DEDICATED TO THE EMERGENCE AND ROLE OF THE BOURGEOISIE, THE CAPITALIST
CLASS. MARX AND ENGELS ACKNOWLEDGE THE REVOLUTIONARY IMPACT OF THE BOURGEOISIE IN DISMANTLING THE OLD FEUDAL
ORDER. THEY PRAISE ITS ABILITY TO CREATE IMMENSE PRODUCTIVE FORCES, TO CONNECT THE WORLD THROUGH GLOBAL
MARKETS, AND TO CONSTANTLY REVOLUTIONIZE THE INSTRUMENTS OF PRODUCTION. THE BOURGEOISIE, IN ITS QUEST FOR
PROFIT, SHATTERED FEUDAL TIES, BROKE DOWN PATRIARCHAL RELATIONS, AND REDUCED FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS TO MERE CASH
TRANSACTIONS. |T'S ALMOST AS IF THEY DESCRIBE IT AS A FORCE OF NATURE, UNDENIABLY POWERFUL AND TRANSFORMATIVE,
FUNDAMENTALLY RESHAPING THE WORLD WITH ITS INSATIABLE DRIVE FOR EXPANSION AND INNOVATION.

HO\)VEVER, THIS VERY SUCCESS, ACCORDING TO THE CORE ARGUMENTS COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, CONTAINS THE SEEDS OF ITS
OWN DESTRUCTION. IN ITS RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF PROFIT AND EXPANSION, THE BOURGEOISIE HAS CREATED ITS ANTITHESIS: THE
PROLETARIAT, THE INDUSTRIAL WORKING CLASS. THIS CLASS IS A PRODUCT OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM ITSELF, BROUGHT INTO
BEING BY THE FACTORY SYSTEM AND THE CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL. THE PROLETARIAT, DEPRIVED OF THE MEANS OF
PRODUCTION, HAS ONLY ITS LABOR POWER TO SELL, BECOMING INCREASINGLY DEPENDENT ON THE BOURGEOISIE FOR SURVIVAL.
THE AUTHORS PAINT A VIVID PICTURE OF THIS BURGEONING CLASS, NOTING ITS GROWING NUMBERS AND ITS SHARED EXPERIENCE
OF EXPLOITATION, WHICH ULTIMATELY PREPARES IT FOR COLLECTIVE ACTION.

CRITIQUE oF CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION AND ALIENATION

CENTRAL TO THE MANIFESTO'S INDICTMENT OF CAPITALISM IS ITS ANALYSIS OF EXPLOITATION AND ALIENATION. THE CORE
ARGUMENTS COMMUNIST MANIFESTO ARGUE THAT UNDER CAPITALISM, THE BOURGEOISIE EXTRACTS SURPLUS VALUE FROM THE
LABOR OF THE PROLETARIAT. \W ORKERS CREATE MORE VALUE THROUGH THEIR LABOR THAN THEY RECEIVE IN WAGES, WITH THE
DIFFERENCE BEING POCKETED BY THE CAPITALIST AS PROFIT. THIS IS NOT SEEN AS A FAIR EXCHANGE BUT AS A FUNDAMENTAL
FORM OF EXPLOITATION, WHERE ONE CLASS LIVES OFF THE UNCOMPENSATED LABOR OF ANOTHER. IT'S A SYSTEMATIC SIPHONING
OF WEALTH FROM THOSE WHO CREATE IT TO THOSE WHO OWN THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION.

BEYOND ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION, MARX AND ENGELS HIGHLIGHT THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL TOLL OF CAPITALIST
LABOR: ALIENATION. THEY ARGUE THAT IN THE FACTORY SYSTEM, WORKERS BECOME DETACHED FROM THE PRODUCT OF THEIR
LABOR, FROM THE PROCESS OF LABOR ITSELF, FROM THEIR FELLOW \WORKERS, AND ULTIMATELY, FROM THEIR O\WN HUMAN
POTENTIAL. W/ ORK BECOMES A MEANS TO AN END — SURVIVAL — RATHER THAN A FULFILLING ACTIVITY. THE \WORKER, LIKE A
COG IN A GIANT MACHINE, LOSES HIS INDIVIDUALITY AND HIS SENSE OF PURPOSE. THIS ALIENATION IS NOT AN INCIDENTAL
BYPRODUCT BUT AN INHERENT FEATURE OF A SYSTEM THAT PRIORITIZES PROFIT OVER HUMAN WELL-BEING, CREATING A SENSE OF
POWERLESSNESS AND ESTRANGEMENT.

THE INHERENT CONTRADICTIONS OF CAPITALISM

THE MANIFESTO ARGUES THAT CAPITALISM IS NOT A STABLE OR SUSTAINABLE SYSTEM BUT ONE INHERENTLY RIDDLED WITH
CONTRADICTIONS THAT WILL INEVITABLY LEAD TO ITS DEMISE. ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT IS THE CONTRADICTION BETWEEN
THE SOCIAL CHARACTER OF PRODUCTION AND THE PRIVATE APPROPRIATION OF PROFIT. WHILE THE FORCES OF PRODUCTION ARE
INCREASINGLY SOCIALIZED THROUGH LARGE-SCALE INDUSTRIES AND GLOBAL MARKETS, THE OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OF THESE
FORCES REMAIN PRIVATE. THIS CREATES AN IMBALANCE, WHERE THE COLLECTIVE EFFORT OF SOCIETY PRODUCES WEALTH THAT
IS THEN CONCENTRATED IN THE HANDS OF A FEW.

ANOTHER KEY CONTRADICTION HIGHLIGHTED IS THE RECURRING CYCLE OF ECONOMIC CRISES. THE CORE ARGUMENTS COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO EXPLAIN THAT THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM IS PRONE TO OVERPRODUCTION. THE RELENTLESS DRIVE TO PRODUCE MORE,



COUPLED WITH THE LIMITED PURCHASING POWER OF THE EXPLOITED WORKING CLASS, LEADS TO SITUATIONS WHERE GOODS
CANNOT BE SOLD, RESULTING IN \WIDESPREAD UNEMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS. THESE CRISES, RATHER THAN BEING
CORRECTED BY THE SYSTEM, ARE SEEN AS SYMPTOMATIC OF ITS FUNDAMENTAL FLAWS, DEMONSTRATING ITS INABILITY TO
MANAGE ITS OWN PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY IN A WAY THAT BENEFITS SOCIETY AS A WHOLE. THESE INTERNAL TENSIONS CREATE
INSTABILITY, PUSHING THE SYSTEM TOWARDS ITS BREAKING POINT.

THe CoOMMUNIST REVOLUTION AND THE ABOLITION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY

GIVEN THESE INHERENT CONTRADICTIONS AND THE GROWING POWER OF THE PROLETARIAT, THE MANIFESTO PREDICTS AND
ADVOCATES FOR A COMMUNIST REVOLUTION. THIS REVOLUTION, ACCORDING TO THE CORE ARGUMENTS COMMUNIST MANIFESTO,
IS NOT A VIOLENT UPRISING FOR ITS OWN SAKE, BUT A NECESSARY HISTORICAL PROCESS THROUGH WHICH THE WORKING CLASS
WILL SEIZE POLITICAL POWER AND TRANSFORM THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM. THE PRIMARY TARGET OF THIS REVOLUTION IS THE
ABOLITION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY, SPECIFICALLY BOURGEOIS PRIVATE PROPERTY, WHICH IS SEEN AS THE BEDROCK OF
CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION. IT'S IMPORTANT TO CLARIFY THAT THE MANIFESTO DISTINGUISHES THIS FROM THE ABOLITION OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY, LIKE ONE'S TOOLS OR PERSONAL BELONGINGS.

THE ABOLITION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY IS ENVISIONED AS THE DISMANTLING OF THE CAPITALIST CLASS'S OWNERSHIP OF THE
MEANS OF PRODUCTION — FACTORIES, LAND, AND RESOURCES. THIS WOULD ALLOW FOR THE COLLECTIVE OWNERSHIP AND
CONTROL OF THESE RESOURCES BY THE COMMUNITY, THEREBY ENDING THE EXPLOITATION OF LABOR. THE REVOLUTIONARIES
WOULD THEN ESTABLISH A DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT, A TRANSITIONAL PHASE TO SUPPRESS COUNTER-
REVOLUTIONARY FORCES AND BEGIN THE PROCESS OF BUILDING A NEW SOCIETY. THIS REVOLUTIONARY ACT IS PRESENTED NOT
AS AN ACT OF REVENGE, BUT AS A LOGICAL AND NECESSARY STEP TO CREATE A MORE JUST AND EQUITABLE SOCIETY.

THE VisioN oF A COMMUNIST SOCIETY

THE ULTIMATE GOAL ARTICULATED IN THE MANIFESTO IS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CLASSLESS, COMMUNIST SOCIETY. IN THIS
SOCIETY, THE STATE, WHICH IS SEEN AS AN INSTRUMENT OF CLASS OPPRESSION, WOULD WITHER AWAY. WITHOUT CLASS
ANTAGONISMS TO MANAGE, THERE WOULD BE NO NEED FOR A COERCIVE APPARATUS. THE CORE ARGUMENTS COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO SUGGEST A SOCIETY WHERE THE PRINCIPLE “FROM EACH ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY, TO EACH ACCORDING TO HIS
NEEDS” WOULD PREVAIL. THIS IMPLIES A FUNDAMENTAL SHIFT IN HUMAN MOTIVATION AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION, MOVING
BEYOND THE PROFIT MOTIVE AND TOWARD COLLECTIVE WELL-BEING.

FURTHERMORE/ IN A COMMUNIST SOCIETY, THE ALIENATION EXPERIENCED UNDER CAPITALISM WOULD BE OVERCOME. WITH THE
ABOLITION OF EXPLOITATION AND THE COLLECTIVE OWNERSHIP OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION, INDIVIDUALS WOULD BE FREE TO
DEVELOP THEIR FULL POTENTIAL. W/ ORK WOULD BECOME A CREATIVE AND FULFILLING ACTIVITY, RATHER THAN A BURDENSOME
NECESSITY. THE STARK DIVISIONS BETWEEN MENTAL AND MANUAL LABOR, BETWEEN TOWN AND COUNTRY, WOULD BE BRIDGED.
IT'S A VISION OF HUMAN EMANCIPATION, WHERE THE FREE DEVELOPMENT OF EACH IS THE CONDITION FOR THE FREE DEVELOPMENT
OF ALL. THIS IDEAL REMAINS A POWERFUL, ALBEIT DEBATED, ASPIRATION.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY HISTORICAL THEORY PRESENTED IN THE COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO?

A: THE PRIMARY HISTORICAL THEORY PRESENTED IS HISTORICAL MATERIALISM, WHICH POSITS THAT THE FUNDAMENTAL ENGINE
OF HISTORICAL CHANGE IS THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN OPPOSING SOCIAL CLASSES, DRIVEN BY THE PREVAILING ECONOMIC SYSTEM
AND MODE OF PRODUCTION.



QZ How DOES THE MANIFESTO DESCRIBE THE ROLE OF THE BOURGEOISIE?

A: THE MANIFESTO DESCRIBES THE BOURGEOISIE AS A REVOLUTIONARY CLASS THAT OVERTHREW FEUDALISM, CREATING IMMENSE
PRODUCTIVE FORCES AND GLOBAL MARKETS. HO\X/EVER, IT ALSO ARGUES THAT IN DOING SO, THEY CREATED THEIR OWN
GRAVEDIGGERS — THE PROLETARIAT.

Q: WHAT IS “SURPLUS VALUE” ACCORDING TO THE MANIFESTO?

A: SURPLUS VALUE REFERS TO THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE VALUE THAT A WORKER CREATES THROUGH THEIR LABOR AND THE
W AGES THEY RECEIVE FROM THE CAPITALIST. THIS SURPLUS VALUE IS APPROPRIATED BY THE CAPITALIST AS PROFIT AND IS
SEEN AS THE MECHANISM OF CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION.

Q: WHAT DOES THE MANIFESTO MEAN BY “ALIENATION OF LABOR"?

A: ALIENATION OF LABOR, IN THE CONTEXT OF THE MANIFESTO, REFERS TO THE ESTRANGEMENT OF WORKERS FROM THE
PRODUCTS OF THEIR LABOR, THE PROCESS OF LABOR ITSELF, THEIR FELLOW WORKERS, AND THEIR OWN HUMAN POTENTIAL, DUE
TO THE REPETITIVE AND DEHUMANIZING NATURE OF CAPITALIST PRODUCTION.

Q: WHAT ARE THE MAIN CONTRADICTIONS OF CAPITALISM IDENTIFIED BY MARX AND
ENGELS?

A: THE MANIFESTO IDENTIFIES SEVERAL CONTRADICTIONS, INCLUDING THE SOCIAL NATURE OF PRODUCTION VERSUS THE PRIVATE
APPROPRIATION OF WEALTH, AND THE INHERENT TENDENCY TOW ARDS RECURRING ECONOMIC CRISES (OVERPRODUCTION) DUE TO
THE IMBALANCE BETWEEN PRODUCTION AND THE PURCHASING POWER OF THE WORKING CLASS.

Q: WHAT IS THE “DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT" MENTIONED IN THE MANIFESTO?

A: THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT IS DESCRIBED AS A TRANSITIONAL PHASE AFTER THE COMMUNIST REVOLUTION,
WHERE THE WORKING CLASS SEIZES POLITICAL POWER TO SUPPRESS ANY RESISTANCE FROM THE OLD RULING CLASS AND TO
BEGIN THE PROCESS OF ESTABLISHING A COMMUNIST SOCIETY.

QI DoEes THE MANIFESTO ADVOCATE FOR THE ABOLITION OF ALL PERSONAL PROPERTY?

A: NO, THE MANIFESTO SPECIFICALLY ADVOCATES FOR THE ABOLITION OF BOURGEOIS PRIVATE PROPERTY, MEANING THE
PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION BY CAPITALISTS. IT DISTINGUISHES THIS FROM PERSONAL POSSESSIONS OR
BELONGINGS.

Q: WHAT IS THE ULTIMATE VISION OF SOCIETY PRESENTED IN THE COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO?

A: THE ULTIMATE VISION IS A CLASSLESS, COMMUNIST SOCIETY WHERE PRIVATE PROPERTY (OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION) IS
ABOLISHED, THE STATE WITHERS AWAY, AND RESOURCES ARE DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF “FROM EACH
ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY, TO EACH ACCORDING TO HIS NEEDS.”
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