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The Intertwined Narratives of Contemporary Global Art
Postcolonial US

contemporary global art postcolonial us is a rich and complex tapestry, woven with threads of
history, identity, and artistic expression. This exploration delves into how the legacy of colonialism
continues to shape artistic practices and dialogues within the United States and across the globe.
We will examine the evolving landscape of contemporary art, paying close attention to artists who
challenge dominant narratives, reclaim silenced histories, and forge new understandings of
belonging and resistance. From the visual arts to performance and digital media, the impact of
postcolonial thought is undeniable, prompting critical re-evaluations of power structures,
representation, and the very definition of art itself. Join us as we unpack the multifaceted ways
artists are engaging with these crucial themes, fostering a more inclusive and nuanced
understanding of our shared global experience.
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Decolonizing the Gaze: Challenging Western Art
Historical Hegemonies

The very framework through which we understand art history has often been built upon a Western,
Eurocentric foundation. For decades, the dominant narratives prioritized European artists and
movements, inadvertently marginalizing contributions from other cultures and regions. This
dominance has been referred to as a form of "cultural imperialism," where the perspectives of the
colonizer became the universal standard. However, contemporary global art is actively engaged in



decolonizing this gaze, urging us to recognize the limitations of such a singular viewpoint and to
embrace a multiplicity of artistic traditions and methodologies. This isn't just about adding diverse
artists to existing canons; it's about fundamentally rethinking what constitutes "art" and who gets to
define its value and significance.

Artists working today are meticulously dismantling these entrenched hierarchies by critically
examining the historical biases embedded in art institutions, museums, and academic curricula.
They question whose stories have been told, whose voices have been amplified, and whose
perspectives have been suppressed. This process involves not only highlighting overlooked artistic
production from formerly colonized regions but also reinterpreting existing artworks and historical
narratives through a postcolonial lens. It's an invitation to look beyond the familiar and to appreciate
the rich diversity of human creativity that exists outside of the Western art historical trajectory,
fostering a more equitable and comprehensive understanding of global artistic achievements.

Reimagining Narratives and Counter-Histories

One of the most potent ways artists challenge Western hegemony is by actively creating and
promoting counter-histories. This involves delving into archives, oral traditions, and personal
testimonies to unearth narratives that have been deliberately obscured or erased by colonial powers.
These artists are not merely retelling history; they are re-contextualizing it, asserting agency over
their own cultural legacies and challenging the often-simplified or biased accounts perpetuated by
colonial historiography. Through their work, they aim to provide a more complex and truthful
representation of the past, acknowledging the pain and trauma of colonialism while also celebrating
resilience and cultural survival.

For instance, many artists draw inspiration from indigenous cosmologies, pre-colonial artistic
practices, and the lived experiences of communities impacted by colonial exploitation. They might
use traditional materials and techniques in innovative ways, or incorporate elements of folklore and
mythology into their contemporary pieces. This act of deliberate reclamation serves as a powerful
assertion of cultural identity and a rejection of the notion that indigenous or non-Western cultures
are static or irrelevant in the modern world. It's a vibrant affirmation of ongoing cultural dynamism
and a vital contribution to the global artistic conversation.

The Influence of Indigenous Art Movements

Indigenous art movements across the globe have been at the forefront of decolonizing artistic
discourse for decades. These movements, often originating from communities with deep historical
roots predating colonialism, offer unique perspectives on land, spirituality, identity, and social
justice. Their influence on contemporary global art is profound, providing models for resistance,
cultural preservation, and the assertion of self-determination. The aesthetic languages developed
within these movements, often deeply tied to specific cultural contexts and epistemologies, are
increasingly being recognized and integrated into broader contemporary art dialogues.

These artists often grapple with the ongoing impacts of colonization, including land dispossession,
cultural assimilation, and systemic discrimination. Their art becomes a crucial tool for advocacy,
healing, and intergenerational dialogue. By sharing their stories and experiences through their
creative output, they invite wider audiences to understand the complexities of their realities and to



challenge the colonial structures that continue to affect their communities. The increasing visibility
and critical acclaim of indigenous artists globally signal a significant shift in the art world, pushing
for a more inclusive and representative understanding of artistic heritage.

The US as a Site of Postcolonial Discourse: Internalized
and Externalized Legacies

While the United States is often viewed as a postcolonial nation itself, having gained independence
from British rule, its history and ongoing identity are deeply intertwined with complex legacies of
colonialism, both internal and external. The nation's expansion westward involved the dispossession
and subjugation of Indigenous peoples, a profound act of internal colonization that continues to
shape American society and art. Simultaneously, the US has engaged in its own forms of imperial
expansion and influence abroad, leading to a global perception that often positions it as a
perpetuator of colonial dynamics. This dual role makes the US a fascinating and crucial site for
examining postcolonial discourse in contemporary global art.

Contemporary artists in the US are acutely aware of this multifaceted history. They explore how
colonial ideologies have permeated American culture, influencing everything from social structures
and racial hierarchies to aesthetic preferences. This introspection is not about dwelling on the past
but about understanding its enduring impact on the present and actively working towards a more
just and equitable future. The art produced reflects a deep engagement with these ongoing
dialogues, prompting critical reflection on national identity and the responsibilities that come with
global influence.

Examining Manifest Destiny and Its Aftermath

The ideology of Manifest Destiny, a 19th-century belief that American settlers were destined to
expand across North America, played a pivotal role in the displacement and violence inflicted upon
Indigenous populations. Contemporary artists frequently revisit this historical narrative, not to
glorify it, but to critically dissect its devastating consequences. They use their art to expose the
human cost of this expansionist agenda, highlighting the erasure of Indigenous cultures, the forced
assimilation policies, and the ongoing struggles for land rights and sovereignty. These artistic
interventions serve as vital acts of remembrance and truth-telling, challenging the sanitized versions
of American history often presented.

Through various mediums, artists excavate the stories of those who were marginalized and
dispossessed, bringing their experiences to the forefront of public consciousness. This can involve
reinterpreting historical documents, incorporating traditional Indigenous art forms, or creating
powerful visual metaphors for loss and resilience. The aim is to foster empathy, encourage critical
thinking about national narratives, and to advocate for restorative justice. By confronting the
shadows of Manifest Destiny, these artists contribute to a more honest and nuanced understanding
of the United States' foundational myths and their lasting impact.



The US as a Global Power and its Artistic Repercussions

The United States' position as a global superpower since the mid-20th century has also cast a long
shadow, leading to its own set of complex postcolonial dialogues. American foreign policy, economic
influence, and cultural exports have all been scrutinized for their imperialistic tendencies. In
contemporary art, this translates to artists critically examining the impact of American
interventionism, the pervasive influence of American consumer culture, and the ways in which global
narratives are often shaped by American perspectives. The art world, like many other sectors, is not
immune to these power dynamics, and artists are actively challenging the dominance of American
art market trends and critical discourse.

This examination often involves artists from both within the US and from other nations, who use
their work to question and critique the asymmetric power relations that characterize the global
stage. It can manifest as critiques of global capitalism, explorations of cultural appropriation, or the
amplification of voices from regions directly impacted by US foreign policy. This ongoing dialogue is
essential for fostering a more balanced and equitable global art ecosystem, where diverse
perspectives are not only acknowledged but also given equal weight and platform.

Artistic Strategies of Resistance and Reclamation

Contemporary global art, particularly in the context of postcolonialism, thrives on innovative
strategies of resistance and reclamation. Artists are not simply reacting to colonial legacies; they are
proactively shaping their own narratives and asserting their cultural autonomy. These strategies are
diverse, ranging from the reappropriation of colonial symbols to the creation of entirely new visual
languages that speak to their unique experiences. The goal is often to subvert dominant power
structures, reclaim marginalized identities, and foster a sense of collective healing and
empowerment. It’s about taking back the narrative and telling stories on their own terms.

These artistic approaches are vital for challenging the lingering effects of colonialism, which often
manifest as internalized oppression and the erosion of cultural heritage. By engaging with these
issues through their art, creators offer powerful tools for dialogue, education, and social change. The
very act of creating and exhibiting art that critiques colonial power can be a profound act of defiance
and a crucial step towards cultural liberation.

Reappropriating Symbols and Challenging Tropes

A powerful tactic employed by many postcolonial artists is the reappropriation of symbols and
imagery that were historically used to represent or dominate their cultures. This involves taking
these familiar, often loaded, elements and turning them on their head, imbuing them with new
meanings that challenge their original colonial intent. Think of how artists might take a colonial-era
portrait and alter it, or incorporate imagery from historical texts that sought to demonize their
ancestors, but reframe it to highlight their resilience and strength. This process of reclaiming and
recontextualizing can be deeply cathartic for both the artist and their community.

Furthermore, artists actively deconstruct and critique common colonial tropes that have been
perpetuated in Western media and art. These might include stereotypes of the "exotic other," the



depiction of colonized lands as wild or uncivilized, or the narrative of the benevolent colonizer. By
exposing the inherent biases and inaccuracies in these tropes, artists dismantle their power and
offer more authentic and multifaceted representations of their cultures and histories. This critical
engagement with familiar imagery is a cornerstone of postcolonial artistic practice.

Performance Art and Embodied Resistance

Performance art has emerged as a particularly potent medium for postcolonial artists, offering a
direct and visceral way to explore themes of identity, trauma, and resistance. The body becomes a
site of political and cultural expression, allowing artists to physically embody the historical
experiences of their communities and to challenge oppressive structures in real-time. Through
performances, artists can reclaim ancestral rituals, reenact historical events from a marginalized
perspective, or use their physical presence to disrupt colonial power dynamics and invite audience
participation in critical dialogue.

The ephemeral nature of performance art can also mirror the fragile yet enduring nature of cultural
memory and identity in the face of colonial disruption. It allows for immediate, unmediated
communication, bypassing the filters and interpretations often imposed by traditional art
institutions. This direct connection between the artist, their body, and the audience can be
incredibly powerful in conveying the complexities of postcolonial experiences and fostering a sense
of shared understanding and solidarity. It's a way of making history tangible and of asserting agency
over one's own narrative.

Digital Art and Global Networks

In the digital age, artists are leveraging new technologies to extend their reach and to build global
networks of solidarity and exchange. Digital art, with its inherent accessibility and potential for
widespread dissemination, offers a powerful platform for postcolonial artists to share their work and
engage with audiences beyond geographical and institutional barriers. This can include everything
from online exhibitions and virtual reality experiences to the use of social media for activism and
community building. The internet allows for the rapid circulation of ideas and narratives, bypassing
traditional gatekeepers and fostering a more decentralized art world.

Furthermore, digital platforms enable artists to collaborate across borders, forging connections with
other creatives who share similar experiences or concerns. This fosters a sense of global community
and shared struggle, amplifying their collective voice. The ability to digitally remix, sample, and
share content also lends itself to postcolonial artistic strategies of reappropriation and cultural
fusion. It's a dynamic and ever-evolving space where artists can creatively push the boundaries of
what art can be and who it can reach, actively participating in the global decolonization of artistic
discourse.

Global South Perspectives in the US Art Scene

The presence and increasing influence of artists from the Global South within the US art scene
marks a significant shift in contemporary art. For too long, the narratives and artistic expressions



emanating from these regions were either overlooked or filtered through a Western lens. However, a
growing number of artists are challenging this paradigm, bringing their unique perspectives,
histories, and aesthetic sensibilities to American audiences and institutions. This infusion enriches
the art landscape, prompting critical dialogues about cultural exchange, power dynamics, and the
very definition of global art. It's about moving beyond a one-way flow of artistic influence to a more
dynamic and reciprocal engagement.

The work of these artists often grapples with the legacies of colonialism, globalization, and the
complex realities of life in their home countries, offering invaluable insights into experiences that
may be unfamiliar to some American audiences. Their inclusion in major exhibitions, galleries, and
academic discourse signifies a growing recognition of the vital contributions of the Global South to
the international art world. This is not just about representation; it's about a fundamental
rebalancing of the global art narrative.

Cross-Cultural Dialogues and Artistic Exchange

The engagement of artists from the Global South within the US art scene fosters invaluable cross-
cultural dialogues and artistic exchange. These interactions move beyond mere observation,
encouraging a deeper understanding of diverse perspectives and artistic methodologies. When
artists from different backgrounds collaborate, share ideas, and exhibit together, they create a
fertile ground for innovation and mutual learning. This exchange can lead to hybrid forms of artistic
expression, where influences from various cultures coalesce to create something entirely new and
compelling. It’s a vibrant testament to the interconnectedness of our world and the power of art to
bridge divides.

These dialogues are crucial for dismantling stereotypes and misconceptions that often arise from a
lack of direct exposure to diverse cultures. By presenting their work on platforms within the US,
artists from the Global South can share their lived realities, challenge preconceived notions, and
invite a more nuanced understanding of their respective societies. This reciprocal exchange enriches
not only the American art world but also provides a vital international platform for artists whose
voices may have historically been marginalized.

Challenging Art Market Hegemonies

The global art market has historically been dominated by Western institutions and collectors, often
dictating trends and influencing the perceived value of artworks. Artists from the Global South, as
well as those within the US whose work engages with postcolonial themes, are increasingly
challenging these market hegemonies. They are seeking alternative pathways for exhibiting and
selling their work, building independent galleries, and fostering collector bases that are more
attuned to diverse artistic production. This collective effort aims to democratize the art market and
to ensure that artists from all backgrounds have equitable opportunities to be recognized and
compensated for their contributions.

This challenge extends to the critical discourse surrounding art as well. There's a growing
movement to develop and support art criticism that is informed by diverse cultural perspectives,
moving away from a singular, Western-centric viewpoint. By supporting artists and institutions that
are actively working to diversify the art market, we contribute to a more inclusive and



representative global art ecosystem, where true artistic merit, rather than market forces alone,
dictates recognition and success.

Diaspora and Hybridity in Contemporary Art

The concept of diaspora and the ensuing phenomenon of hybridity are central to understanding
much of contemporary global art, particularly within the context of postcolonial US. Diasporic
communities, formed by migration due to historical forces including colonialism, slavery, and
economic displacement, bring with them rich cultural heritages that inevitably blend and transform
in new environments. This fusion of traditions, languages, and experiences gives rise to hybrid
identities and artistic expressions that are both deeply rooted and globally connected. Artists
working within these diasporic contexts often explore the complexities of belonging, the negotiation
of multiple cultural affiliations, and the creation of new cultural forms that defy easy categorization.

This artistic exploration is not just about acknowledging difference; it’s about celebrating the
innovative possibilities that arise from cultural mixing. Hybridity, in this sense, is not a dilution of
culture, but rather a dynamic process of creation and adaptation. Artists engage with these themes
to interrogate notions of authenticity, to challenge rigid cultural boundaries, and to reflect the
increasingly interconnected and multicultural nature of our world. Their work offers a profound
commentary on identity formation in the 21st century.

Navigating Multiple Identities and Belonging

For artists who identify with diasporic communities, the navigation of multiple identities is a
continuous and often complex process. They may find themselves straddling different cultural
norms, languages, and social expectations, leading to a rich internal landscape that they express
through their art. This can manifest as a tension between the desire to preserve ancestral traditions
and the need to adapt to a new environment, or as a feeling of being simultaneously insider and
outsider in various contexts. Artists often use their work to explore these feelings of displacement,
alienation, and the constant search for a sense of true belonging.

This exploration of identity is not limited to the individual; it often extends to collective experiences
within diasporic communities. Artists can document and celebrate the shared histories, struggles,
and resilience of their communities, fostering a sense of solidarity and cultural pride. Their work
becomes a visual archive of lived experiences, offering a counter-narrative to dominant historical
accounts that may have overlooked or misrepresented these communities. It's about claiming space
and asserting the validity of their multifaceted identities in a world that often demands singular
labels.

The Aesthetic of Cultural Fusion

The aesthetic of cultural fusion, born out of diasporic experiences, is a hallmark of much
contemporary global art. This doesn't simply mean combining elements from different cultures
haphazardly; it involves a thoughtful and creative integration that results in something novel and
profound. Artists might blend traditional motifs with contemporary design, incorporate diverse



musical influences into visual art, or experiment with literary styles that draw from multiple
linguistic traditions. The result is an aesthetic that is rich, layered, and often unexpected, reflecting
the complexity of lived experience in a globalized world.

This fusion can also be seen as a form of resistance against cultural homogenization. By creating art
that celebrates hybridity, artists challenge the notion of pure, static cultures and instead embrace
the dynamic and evolving nature of human expression. They demonstrate that cultural exchange and
intermingling are not threats to identity, but rather sources of creativity and innovation. The beauty
of this aesthetic lies in its ability to represent the interconnectedness of human experiences and the
ways in which different traditions can enrich and transform one another.

The Role of Institutions and the Market

The role of art institutions, including museums, galleries, and academic bodies, along with the
broader art market, is a critical and often contentious aspect of contemporary global art postcolonial
US. For decades, these entities have largely operated within a framework that privileged Western
art historical narratives and market values. However, there's a growing awareness and demand for
these institutions to evolve, to become more inclusive, and to actively engage with the complexities
of postcolonial discourse. This evolution is essential for fostering a more equitable and
representative art world, where diverse voices and perspectives are not only accommodated but
actively championed.

The challenges are significant, as these institutions often grapple with their own histories of
complicity in colonial projects and the inherent biases embedded within their collections and
curatorial practices. However, the ongoing efforts by artists and activists to push for change are
undeniable, leading to important shifts in how art is collected, exhibited, interpreted, and valued.
This is a continuous process of negotiation and transformation, vital for the future of global art.

Museums and Reimagining Collections

Museums, as repositories of cultural heritage, are increasingly facing pressure to re-examine and
reimagine their collections through a postcolonial lens. This involves not only acquiring works by
artists from previously marginalized regions but also critically reassessing existing holdings. It
means questioning the provenance of certain objects, acknowledging colonial acquisition practices,
and actively seeking to decolonize the narrative presented to the public. Some institutions are
actively returning artifacts to their communities of origin, while others are recontextualizing their
displays to highlight the perspectives of those who were historically excluded.

The curatorial approach is also undergoing transformation. Rather than presenting art within a
purely chronological or stylistic framework, curators are increasingly exploring thematic approaches
that engage with postcolonial issues. This can involve juxtaposing works from different cultures to
draw out connections and dialogues, or creating exhibitions that explicitly address the legacies of
colonialism. These efforts are crucial for fostering a more critical and inclusive understanding of art
history and for making museums relevant and accessible to a broader range of audiences.



The Art Market and Ethical Considerations

The global art market, with its immense financial power, plays a significant role in shaping artistic
careers and defining artistic value. In the context of postcolonial art, ethical considerations
surrounding the market are paramount. Questions arise about fair compensation for artists from the
Global South, the potential for exploitation through the sale of cultural artifacts, and the impact of
market trends on artistic integrity. There's a growing movement towards greater transparency and
ethical practices within the art market, encouraging collectors and institutions to be more mindful of
the social and historical implications of their acquisitions.

Furthermore, the market's tendency to commodify and categorize art can sometimes undermine the
nuanced and often politically charged nature of postcolonial artistic practices. Artists and their
advocates are working to create alternative market structures and platforms that prioritize artistic
merit, cultural significance, and ethical engagement over purely speculative financial gain. This
includes supporting artist-run initiatives, community-based art projects, and initiatives that foster
direct relationships between artists and collectors.

Future Trajectories and Emerging Voices

The landscape of contemporary global art postcolonial US is in a constant state of flux, with
emerging artists continually pushing boundaries and redefining what art can be. As we move
forward, several key trajectories are becoming increasingly apparent, signaling exciting new
directions for artistic practice and discourse. The continued emphasis on decolonization, the
embrace of new technologies, and the amplification of diverse voices are all shaping the future of
art, promising a more inclusive, critical, and vibrant global art scene. It's a dynamic and evolving
field, driven by the urgent need to address historical injustices and to build a more equitable future.

The critical dialogues sparked by postcolonialism are not merely academic exercises; they are vital
for understanding our interconnected world and for fostering empathy and social change. As more
artists from diverse backgrounds gain prominence and their work gains critical acclaim, we can
expect a richer, more nuanced, and ultimately more truthful representation of human experience to
emerge within the global art sphere. The future holds immense potential for groundbreaking
creativity and profound cultural impact.

The Rise of New Media and Interdisciplinary Approaches

The future of contemporary art is inextricably linked to the rise of new media and interdisciplinary
approaches. Artists are increasingly experimenting with digital platforms, virtual reality, artificial
intelligence, and bio-art, pushing the boundaries of traditional artistic mediums. These new
technologies offer unprecedented opportunities for storytelling, engagement, and the creation of
immersive experiences that can powerfully convey postcolonial narratives. The ability to manipulate
and disseminate digital content also empowers artists to circumvent traditional gatekeepers and to
reach global audiences directly, fostering a more decentralized and democratized art world.

Moreover, the lines between artistic disciplines are blurring. We are seeing more artists working
across fields such as performance, film, literature, activism, and community organizing. This



interdisciplinary approach allows for a more holistic and multifaceted exploration of complex issues,
enabling artists to address the multifaceted nature of postcolonial experiences in innovative ways.
This willingness to break down traditional silos is a testament to the evolving nature of artistic
practice and its capacity to engage with the world in ever more dynamic and impactful ways.

Amplifying Marginalized Narratives and Indigenous Futurisms

A crucial trajectory for the future of contemporary global art is the continued amplification of
marginalized narratives and the emergence of concepts like Indigenous Futurisms. This involves
actively centering the voices and perspectives of communities that have been historically silenced,
oppressed, or misrepresented. Indigenous Futurisms, in particular, challenges the often-assumed
trajectory of Indigenous cultures being solely tied to the past. Instead, it envisions vibrant,
technologically advanced, and self-determined futures for Indigenous peoples, drawing on
traditional knowledge while embracing innovation.

This focus on marginalized narratives extends beyond Indigenous communities to include those
affected by other forms of colonial oppression, such as the descendants of enslaved people, migrant
communities, and other minority groups. By providing platforms for these stories to be told
authentically and powerfully, contemporary art can contribute to a more comprehensive and
equitable understanding of history and contemporary society. The work of these emerging artists
promises to be not only aesthetically compelling but also socially transformative, offering new
visions for a more just and inclusive world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How does postcolonial theory inform contemporary global
art in the US?

A: Postcolonial theory informs contemporary global art in the US by prompting artists and critics to
examine the enduring legacies of colonialism, including power imbalances, cultural appropriation,
and the construction of identity. It encourages a critical re-evaluation of Western art historical
narratives and the amplification of voices from formerly colonized regions and marginalized
communities.

Q: What are some common themes explored by artists dealing
with postcolonial issues in the US?

A: Common themes include the reclamation of suppressed histories, the exploration of hybrid
identities, critiques of globalization and consumerism, the representation of trauma and resilience,
and the reimagining of traditional cultural practices within contemporary contexts. Artists often
grapple with issues of belonging, displacement, and the ongoing impact of historical injustices.



Q: How do artists challenge Western art historical canons
when engaging with postcolonial themes?

A: Artists challenge Western canons by deconstructing Eurocentric narratives, highlighting
overlooked artistic traditions from the Global South, reinterpreting historical artworks through a
postcolonial lens, and creating new frameworks for understanding artistic value and significance
that extend beyond Western-centric criteria.

Q: What is the significance of diaspora and hybridity in
contemporary US art informed by postcolonialism?

A: Diaspora and hybridity are significant because they reflect the lived experiences of many
communities in the US. Artists explore these concepts to showcase the blending of cultures,
languages, and traditions, leading to unique artistic expressions that challenge notions of cultural
purity and celebrate the richness of multicultural identities.

Q: How are artists from the Global South influencing the US
art scene?

A: Artists from the Global South are influencing the US art scene by bringing diverse perspectives,
histories, and aesthetic sensibilities that enrich the artistic landscape. Their participation fosters
cross-cultural dialogues, challenges art market hegemonies, and contributes to a more balanced and
representative global art narrative.

Q: What role do art institutions like museums play in
addressing postcolonial discourse?

A: Art institutions play a crucial role by re-examining their collections, acknowledging colonial
acquisition practices, and recontextualizing their exhibitions to include marginalized voices and
narratives. They are increasingly engaging in efforts to decolonize their curatorial practices and to
foster more inclusive public engagement.

Q: How are emerging artists utilizing new media and
technologies in postcolonial art?

A: Emerging artists are using new media and technologies like digital art, VR, and Al to create
immersive experiences, bypass traditional gatekeepers, build global networks, and explore complex
postcolonial themes in innovative ways. This often involves interdisciplinary approaches that blend
various artistic forms.

Q: What does "Indigenous Futurisms" mean in the context of



contemporary postcolonial art?

A: Indigenous Futurisms refers to artistic visions that imagine vibrant, technologically advanced, and
self-determined futures for Indigenous peoples, drawing on traditional knowledge while embracing
innovation. It challenges the notion that Indigenous cultures are solely rooted in the past and
emphasizes their capacity for ongoing creation and adaptation.
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