CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

UNDERSTANDING THE EVOLVING LANDSCAPE OF CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY IS A DYNAMIC AND EVER-EVOLVING FIELD DEDICATED TO UNDERSTANDING THE VAST
TAPESTRY OF HUMAN SOCIETIES AND THEIR DIVERSE CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS IN OUR INTERCONNECTED WORLD. |T MOVES BEYOND
SIMPLE DESCRIPTIONS OF CUSTOMS TO CRITICALLY EXAMINE THE UNDERLYING POWER STRUCTURES, HISTORICAL CONTEXTS, AND
GLOBAL FORCES THAT SHAPE HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND BELIEF SYSTEMS. THIS DISCIPLINE DELVES INTO HOW PEOPLE MAKE MEANING,
ORGANIZE THEIR LIVES, AND INTERACT WITH EACH OTHER AND THEIR ENVIRONMENTS, OFFERING PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO WHAT IT
MEANS TO BE HUMAN IN THE 2 1ST CENTURY. OUR EXPLORATION WILL NAVIGATE ITS CORE METHODOLOGIES, EXAMINE ITS
CRITICAL THEORETICAL SHIFTS, AND HIGHLIGHT ITS CRUCIAL ROLE IN ADDRESSING CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL CHALLENGES.

T ABLE oF CONTENTS

WHAT IS CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY?
Key METHODOLOGIES IN PRACTICE

THeoORETICAL CURRENTS SHAPING THE FIELD

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND GLOBALIZATION
ETHicAL CONSIDERATIONS AND REFLEXIVITY

THE FUTURE oF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

WHAT IS CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY?

CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY IS THE BRANCH OF ANTHROPOLOGY THAT FOCUSES ON THE STUDY OF HUMAN
CULTURES AS THEY EXIST AND EVOLVE IN THE PRESENT DAY. UNLIKE ITS HISTORICAL PREDECESSORS THAT MIGHT HAVE FOCUSED
ON ISOLATED OR PERCEIVED “EXOTIC” SOCIETIES, THE CONTEMPORARY FIELD RECOGNIZES THE PERVASIVE INFLUENCE OF GLOBAL
INTERCONNECTEDNESS. |T ACKNOWLEDGES THAT NO CULTURE EXISTS IN A VACUUM, RATHER, ALL SOCIETIES ARE SUBJECT TO
EXTERNAL INFLUENCES, INTERNAL TRANSFORMATIONS, AND THE CONSTANT NEGOTIATION OF IDENTITY AND MEANING IN A RAPIDLY
CHANGING WORLD. THIS DISCIPLINE IS FUNDAMENTALLY ABOUT UNDERSTANDING THE “WHY" BEHIND HUMAN ACTIONS, BELIEFS,
AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES, ALWAYS WITH AN EYE ON THE COMPLEXITIES OF MODERN LIFE.

AT ITS HEART, CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY SEEKS TO UNCOVER THE UNDERLYING LOGIC AND MEANING WITHIN
DIVERSE CULTURAL SYSTEMS. IT EXPLORES HOW PEOPLE PERCEIVE THE WORLD, ORGANIZE THEIR SOCIAL LIVES, CREATE AND
TRANSMIT KNOWLEDGE, AND GRAPPLE WITH ISSUES OF POWER, INEQUALITY, AND SOCIAL CHANGE. THIS INVOLVES STUDYING
EVERY THING FROM THE INTIMATE DETAILS OF DAILY LIFE IN A SPECIFIC COMMUNITY TO THE BROADER PATTERNS OF MIGRATION,
TECHNOLOGY ADOPTION, AND POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT THAT CHARACTERIZE OUR GLOBALIZED ERA. THE GOAL ISN'T TO JUDGE
CULTURES AS “BETTER” OR “WORSE,” BUT TO UNDERSTAND THEIR INTERNAL COHERENCE AND THE LIVED EXPERIENCES OF THE
PEOPLE WITHIN THEM.

Key METHODOLOGIES IN PRACTICE

THE HALLMARK METHODOLOGY OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY, BOTH HISTORICALLY AND IN ITS CONTEMPORARY FORM, IS
ETHNOGRAPHY. ETHNOGRAPHY INVOLVES IMMERSIVE FIELDWORK, WHERE ANTHROPOLOGISTS LIVE AMONG THE PEOPLE THEY ARE
STUDYING FOR EXTENDED PERIODS. THIS DEEP ENGAGEMENT ALLOWS FOR FIRSTHAND OBSERVATION AND PARTICIPATION IN DAILY
LIFE, FOSTERING A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING THAT GOES BEYOND SUPERFICIAL ACCOUNTS. IT's ABOUT BUILDING RAPPORT,
CONDUCTING INTERVIEWS, OBSERVING INTERACTIONS, AND COLLECTING DETAILED NOTES TO CAPTURE THE RICHNESS AND
COMPLEXITY OF A CULTURE FROM THE INSIDE OUT.

BEYOND PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION, CONTEMPORARY ETHNOGRAPHY EMPLOYS A VARIETY OF RESEARCH TECHNIQUES TO
GATHER COMPREHENSIVE DATA. THIS INCLUDES:



IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS WITH INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS TO UNDERSTAND THEIR PERSPECTIVES, EXPERIENCES, AND
INTERPRETATIONS.

® SURVEYS AND QUESTIONNAIRES TO GATHER QUANTITATIVE DATA ON SPECIFIC SOCIAL PHENOMENA , THOUGH OFTEN
USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH QUALITATIVE METHODS.

e ANALYSIS OF VARIOUS FORMS OF CULTURAL PRODUCTION, SUCH AS ART, MUSIC, LITERATURE, AND DIGITAL MEDIA, TO
UNDERSTAND CULTURAL VALUES AND MEANINGS.

® ARCHIVAL RESEARCH TO CONTEXTUALIZE CONTEMPORARY PRACTICES WITHIN HISTORICAL TRAJECTORIES.

® DISCOURSE ANALYSIS TO UNDERSTAND HOW LANGUAGE SHAPES SOCIAL REALITIES AND POWER RELATIONS.

THE EMPHASIS IN CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY IS ON A MIXED-METHODS APPROACH, WHERE QUALITATIVE AND
QUANTITATIVE DATA ARE SYNTHESIZED TO PROVIDE A MORE HOLISTIC AND ROBUST UNDERSTANDING OF THE CULTURAL
PHENOMENA UNDER INVESTIGATION. THIS INTEGRATED APPROACH ALLOWS RESEARCHERS TO MOVE FROM THE SPECIFIC DETAILS
OF INDIVIDUAL EXPERIENCES TO BROADER PATTERNS AND THEORETICAL INSIGHTS ABOUT HUMAN SOCIETIES.

THeEORETICAL CURRENTS SHAPING THE FIELD

THE THEORETICAL LANDSCAPE OF CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY IS INCREDIBLY DIVERSE AND HAS UNDERGONE
SIGNIFICANT SHIFTS OVER THE PAST CENTURY. EARLY APPROACHES LIKE CULTURAL EVOLUTIONISM AND DIFFUSIONISM HAVE
LARGELY BEEN SUPERSEDED BY MORE NUANCED PERSPECTIVES. TODAY, SEVERAL DOMINANT THEORETICAL FRAMEW ORKS GUIDE
ANTHROPOLOGICAL INQUIRY, EACH OFFERING A UNIQUE LENS THROUGH WHICH TO VIEW HUMAN CULTURES.

STRUCTURALISM AND POST-STRUCTURALISM

STRUCTURALISM/ AS PIONEERED BY CLAUDE |_ VI‘STRAUSS/ SOUGHT TO UNCOVER THE UNDERLYING UNIVERSAL STRUCTURES
OF THE HUMAN MIND, OFTEN BY ANALYZING BINARY OPPOSITIONS IN MYTHS AND KINSHIP SYSTEMS. POST-STRUCTURALIST
THOUGHT, IN CONTRAST, CRITIQUES THE IDEA OF FIXED STRUCTURES AND EMPHASIZES THE FLUIDITY OF MEANING, THE ROLE OF
POWER IN CONSTRUCTING KNOWLEDGE, AND THE SUBJECTIVE NATURE OF EXPERIENCE. THIS HAS LED TO A GREATER FOCUS ON
DISCOURSE, IDENTITY, AND THE DECONSTRUCTION OF DOMINANT NARRATIVES.

INTERPRETIVE ANTHROPOLOGY

INFLUENCED BY THINKERS LIKE CLIFFORD GEERTZ, INTERPRETIVE ANTHROPOLOGY VIEWS CULTURE AS A SYSTEM OF MEANINGS
THAT PEOPLE THEMSELVES CREATE AND USE. THE ANTHROPOLOGIST’S ROLE, IN THIS VIEW, IS TO “READ" THESE CULTURAL
TEXTS, MUCH LIKE A LITERARY CRITIC, TO UNDERSTAND THE SYMBOLIC ACTIONS AND BELIEFS THAT GIVE MEANING TO HUMAN
LIFE. THIS APPROACH PRIORITIZES UNDERSTANDING FROM THE INSIDER’S PERSPECTIVE AND EXPLORES HOW SYMBOLS AND
METAPHORS SHAPE SOCIAL REALITY.

PrACTICE THEORY AND MATERIAL CULTURE STUDIES

MORE RECENT THEORETICAL DEVELOPMENTS, SUCH AS PRACTICE THEORY, DRAW ATTENTION TO THE EVERYDAY ACTIONS AND
ROUTINES THROUGH WHICH CULTURE IS PRODUCED AND REPRODUCED. THIS PERSPECTIVE EMPHASIZES AGENCY AND THE
MATERIALITY OF HUMAN EXISTENCE, EXPLORING HOW PHYSICAL OBJECTS, TECHNOLOGIES, AND ENVIRONMENTS SHAPE SOCIAL LIFE
AND ARE, IN TURN, SHAPED BY HUMAN PRACTICES. MATERIAL CULTURE STUDIES, IN PARTICULAR, EXAMINES THE SOCIAL LIFE OF
THINGS AND THEIR ROLE IN CONSTRUCTING IDENTITIES AND SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS.



FeMiniST AND POST-COLONIAL ANTHROPOLOGIES

FEMINIST ANTHROPOLOGIES HAVE BEEN CRUCIAL IN HIGHLIGHTING THE GENDERED DIMENSIONS OF CULTURAL PRACTICES AND POWER
STRUCTURES, CHALLENGING ANDROCENTRIC BIASES IN EARLIER RESEARCH. SIMILARLY, POST-COLONIAL ANTHROPOLOGIES
CRITICALLY EXAMINE THE LEGACIES OF COLONIALISM, CHALLENGING W/ ESTERN PERSPECTIVES AND GIVING VOICE TO MARGINALIZED
COMMUNITIES. THESE APPROACHES ARE VITAL FOR UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY ISSUES OF INEQUALITY, POWER, AND
RESISTANCE.

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND GLOBALIZATION

GLOBALIZATION/ CHARACTERIZED BY THE INCREASING INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF ECONOMIES, CULTURES, AND POPULATIONS, IS A
CENTRAL FOCUS FOR CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGISTS. THE FIELD GRAPPLES WITH HOW GLOBAL FLOWS OF
CAPITAL, INFORMATION, AND PEOPLE TRANSFORM LOCAL PRACTICES, IDENTITIES, AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES. THIS INVOLVES
STUDYING PHENOMENA LIKE TRANSNATIONAL MIGRATION, THE SPREAD OF GLOBAL MEDIA, THE IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, AND THE RISE OF NEW FORMS OF POLITICAL AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS THAT TRANSCEND NATIONAL
BORDERS.

ONE KEY AREA OF INTEREST IS THE CONCEPT OF ”GLOCALIZATION,” WHICH DESCRIBES THE ADAPTATION OF GLOBAL PRODUCTS
AND IDEAS TO LOCAL CONTEXTS. ANTHROPOLOGISTS EXAMINE HOW GLOBAL BRANDS, MEDIA CONTENT, AND EVEN POLITICAL
IDEOLOGIES ARE REINTERPRETED AND INTEGRATED INTO DIVERSE CULTURAL SETTINGS, OFTEN IN UNEXPECTED WAYS. THIS
HIGHLIGHTS THE AGENCY OF LOCAL ACTORS IN SHAPING THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES WITHIN A GLOBALIZED WORLD, DEMONSTRATING
THAT GLOBALIZATION IS NOT A MONOLITHIC FORCE BUT A COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF GLOBAL AND LOCAL DYNAMICS.

FURTHERMORE/ CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGISTS ARE AT THE FOREFRONT OF ANALYZING THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE,
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, AND PUBLIC HEALTH CRISES ON DIVERSE POPULATIONS. THEY INVESTIGATE HOW DIFFERENT
CULTURES PERCEIVE AND RESPOND TO THESE GLOBAL CHALLENGES, REVEALING THE VARIED SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL
IMPLICATIONS OF SUCH PHENOMENA. THEIR WORK OFTEN INFORMS POLICY AND PUBLIC DISCOURSE, ADVOCATING FOR
CULTURALLY SENSITIVE AND EQUITABLE SOLUTIONS.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND REFLEXIVITY

AS CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGISTS ENGAGE WITH DIVERSE COMMUNITIES, ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS ARE PARAMOUNT. THE
DISCIPLINE PLACES A STRONG EMPHASIS ON INFORMED CONSENT, CONFIDENTIALITY, AND AVOIDING HARM TO THE PEOPLE THEY
STUDY. THIS MEANS BEING TRANSPARENT ABOUT RESEARCH GOALS, ENSURING PARTICIPANTS UNDERSTAND THE POTENTIAL
IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR INVOLVEMENT, AND RESPECTING THEIR RIGHT TO PRIVACY. THE ETHICAL PRINCIPLES ARE NOT STATIC BUT
ARE CONTINUOUSLY DEBATED AND REFINED WITHIN THE FIELD.

REFLEXIVITYI THE PROCESS OF CRITICALLY EXAMINING ONE'S OWN POSITIONALITY, BIASES, AND ASSUMPTIONS, IS ANOTHER
CRUCIAL ASPECT OF CONTEMPORARY ANTHROPOLOGICAL PRACTICE. ANTHROPOLOGISTS RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR OWN
BACKGROUNDS, IDENTITIES, AND PERSPECTIVES INEVITABLY SHAPE THEIR RESEARCH. BY ACKNOWLEDGING AND REFLECTING ON
THESE INFLUENCES, THEY STRIVE TO PRODUCE MORE OBJECTIVE AND ACCOUNTABLE KNOWLEDGE. THIS SELF-AWARENESS IS
ESSENTIAL FOR BUILDING TRUST WITH RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS AND FOR CONDUCTING RESEARCH THAT IS BOTH ETHICALLY
SOUND AND INTELLECTUALLY RIGOROUS.

THE CHALLENGES OF CONDUCTING FIELDWORK IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD, WHERE POWER DYNAMICS BETWEEN RESEARCHERS AND
RESEARCHED CAN BE COMPLEX, REQUIRE ONGOING ATTENTION TO ETHICAL GUIDELINES. THIS INCLUDES CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY, THE REPRESENTATION OF RESEARCH FINDINGS, AND THE POTENTIAL FOR RESEARCH TO BE USED IN WAYS
THAT COULD DISADVANTAGE THE COMMUNITIES STUDIED. RESPONSIBLE ANTHROPOLOGY ACTIVELY SEEKS TO EMPOWER THE
COMMUNITIES IT WORKS WITH AND TO ENSURE THAT RESEARCH CONTRIBUTES POSITIVELY TO THEIR WELL-BEING.



THE FUTURE oF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

THE FUTURE OF CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY IS INTRINSICALLY LINKED TO THE ACCELERATING PACE OF GLOBAL
CHANGE AND THE INCREASING COMPLEXITY OF HUMAN SOCIETIES. AS NEW TECHNOLOGIES EMERGE, GLOBAL CRISES INTENSIFY, AND
SOCIAL LANDSCAPES SHIFT, THE NEED FOR ANTHROPOLOGICAL INSIGHTS WILL ONLY GROW. THE DISCIPLINE IS POISED TO
CONTINUE ITS CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF POWER, INEQUALITY, IDENTITY, AND THE MYRIAD WAYS HUMANS NAVIGATE THEIR
\WORLDS.

\W/E CAN EXPECT CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY TO EMBRACE NEW RESEARCH METHODS, PERHAPS INVOLVING DIGITAL
ETHNOGRAPHY, BIG DATA ANALYSIS COMBINED WITH QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS, AND INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO STUDYING
COMPLEX, NET\WORKED SOCIETIES. THE FIELD WILL LIKELY DEEPEN ITS ENGAGEMENT WITH INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATIONS,
WORKING WITH SCIENTISTS, POLICYMAKERS, ARTISTS, AND ACTIVISTS TO ADDRESS PRESSING GLOBAL ISSUES. THE CORE
COMMITMENT TO UNDERSTANDING HUMAN DIVERSITY AND FOSTERING CROSS-CULTURAL EMPATHY WILL REMAIN, GUIDING ITS
EVOLUTION IN THE YEARS TO COME.

ULTIMATELY, CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY REMAINS A VITAL TOOL FOR UNDERSTANDING OURSELVES AND THE
COMPLEX WORLD WE INHABIT. BY EXPLORING DIVERSE HUMAN EXPERIENCES, IT OFFERS CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES THAT CAN FOSTER
GREATER UNDERSTANDING, CHALLENGE ASSUMPTIONS, AND INFORM MORE JUST AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURES FOR ALL. ITS ABILITY
TO ADAPT AND RESPOND TO THE EVER-CHANGING HUMAN CONDITION ENSURES ITS CONTINUED RELEVANCE AND IMPORT ANCE.

Q: WHAT DISTINGUISHES CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY FROM EARLIER
FORMS OF THE DISCIPLINE?

A: CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY DISTINGUISHES ITSELF BY ITS FOCUS ON THE PRESENT-DAY, INTERCONNECTED
\WORLD, ACKNOWLEDGING THAT NO CULTURE EXISTS IN ISOLATION. |T EMPHASIZES GLOBALIZATION, POWER DYNAMICS, AND THE
LIVED EXPERIENCES OF PEOPLE WITHIN COMPLEX SOCIAL SYSTEMS, MOVING BEYOND EARLIER ETHNOGRAPHIC APPROACHES THAT
MIGHT HAVE FOCUSED ON SEEMINGLY ISOLATED OR STATIC SOCIETIES.

Q: HOW DOES PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION WORK IN CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGY?

A: PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION IN CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY INVOLVES IMMERSIVE FIELDWORK WHERE
RESEARCHERS LIVE WITHIN A COMMUNITY, ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN DAILY LIFE WHILE OBSERVING INTERACTIONS, SOCIAL
PRACTICES, AND CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS. THE GOAL IS TO GAIN AN INSIDER'S PERSPECTIVE AND BUILD A DEEP, NUANCED
UNDERSTANDING OF THE CULTURE FROM THE GROUND UP, OFTEN OVER EXTENDED PERIODS.

Q: WHAT ROLE DOES GLOBALIZATION PLAY IN CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGY?

A: GLOBALIZATION IS A CENTRAL THEME, AS CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGISTS STUDY HOW INCREASING
INTERCONNECTEDNESS AFFECTS LOCAL CULTURES, ECONOMIES, AND IDENTITIES. THEY EXAMINE PHENOMENA LIKE MIGRATION, THE
SPREAD OF MEDIA, AND THE ADAPTATION OF GLOBAL TRENDS TO LOCAL CONTEXTS, OFTEN USING THE CONCEPT OF
“GLOCALIZATION.”

Q: WHY IS REFLEXIVITY IMPORTANT IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY?

A: REFLEXIVITY IS CRUCIAL FOR ANTHROPOLOGISTS TO CRITICALLY EXAMINE THEIR OWN BIASES, ASSUMPTIONS, AND
POSITIONALITY, RECOGNIZING HOW THESE FACTORS CAN INFLUENCE THEIR RESEARCH. THIS SELF-AWARENESS HELPS TO ENSURE
MORE OBJECTIVE, ACCOUNTABLE, AND ETHICALLY SOUND RESEARCH, FOSTERING TRUST AND A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE
SUBJECT MATTER.



QZ \WHAT ARE SOME OF THE ETHICAL CHALLENGES FACED BY CONTEMPORARY
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGISTS?

A: ETHICAL CHALLENGES INCLUDE ENSURING INFORMED CONSENT, MAINTAINING CONFIDENTIALITY, AVOIDING HARM TO
PARTICIPANTS, AND NAVIGATING COMPLEX POWER DYNAMICS BETWEEN RESEARCHERS AND THE COMMUNITIES THEY STUDY.
|SSUES OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND THE RESPONSIBLE REPRESENTATION OF FINDINGS ARE ALSO SIGNIFICANT CONCERNS.

Q: How DOES CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY CONTRIBUTE TO UNDERSTANDING
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES?

A: BY PROVIDING IN"DEPTH, CONTEXTUALIZED UNDERSTANDING OF DIVERSE HUMAN EXPERIENCES AND SOCIAL DYNAMICS,
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY CAN INFORM POLICY, CHALLENGE STEREOTYPES, AND ADVOCATE FOR CULTURALLY SENSITIVE
SOLUTIONS TO ISSUES LIKE INEQUALITY, CLIMATE CHANGE, PUBLIC HEALTH CRISES, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS.

Q: WHAT IS “GLOCALIZATION” IN THE CONTEXT OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY?

A: GLOCALIZATION REFERS TO THE PROCESS BY WHICH GLOBAL PRODUCTS, IDEAS, OR PRACTICES ARE ADAPTED AND
INTEGRATED INTO LOCAL CULTURAL CONTEXTS. IT HIGHLIGHTS THE AGENCY OF LOCAL ACTORS IN SHAPING THEIR EXPERIENCES
WITHIN A GLOBALIZED WORLD, SHOWING THAT GLOBAL INFLUENCES ARE NOT SIMPLY IMPOSED BUT ARE OFTEN REINTERPRETED
AND TRANSFORMED LOCALLY.

QI How HAS THEORY EVOLVED IN CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY?

A: THEORY HAS EVOLVED FROM EARLIER STRUCTURALIST AND DIFFUSIONIST APPROACHES TO INCLUDE INTERPRETIVE
ANTHROPOLOGY, PRACTICE THEORY, FEMINIST AND POST-COLONIAL CRITIQUES, AND AN EMPHASIS ON DISCOURSE AND IDENTITY.
THESE THEORETICAL SHIFTS HAVE LED TO A MORE NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF CULTURE, POWER, AND HUMAN AGENCY.
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