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THe ETHICS AND PoLITICAL PHILoSOPHY OF CONSERVATISM

CONSERVATISM ETHICS POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY IS A VAST AND INTRICATE FIELD, EXPLORING THE MORAL UNDERPINNINGS AND
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS THAT SHAPE CONSERVATIVE THOUGHT AND ACTION ACROSS THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. |T DELVES
INTO FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS ABOUT HUMAN NATURE, THE ROLE OF TRADITION, THE IMPORTANCE OF ORDER, AND THE LIMITS
OF INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY WITHIN A SOCIETAL CONTEXT. THIS EXPLORATION IS CRUCIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING NOT ONLY THE
HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF CONSERVATIVE IDEAS BUT ALSO THEIR CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE AND APPLICATION. WE WILL
EXAMINE CORE TENETS SUCH AS TRADITION, AUTHORITY, AND INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY, AS WELL AS DELVE INTO VARIOUS
SCHOOLS OF CONSERVATIVE THOUGHT AND THEIR ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS. OUR JOURNEY WILL SHED LIGHT ON HOW THESE
PRINCIPLES INFORM DEBATES ON ECONOMICS, SOCIAL ISSUES, AND GOVERNANCE, OFFERING A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF
CONSERVATISM'S ETHICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LANDSCAPE.
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WHAT IS CONSERVATISM?

AT ITS HEART, CONSERVATISM IS A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY THAT EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADITION,
ESTABLISHED INSTITUTIONS, AND GRADUAL CHANGE. [T 1S NOT A MONOLITHIC IDEOLOGY BUT RATHER A DISPOSITION OR A SET
OF ATTITUDES THAT TEND TO RESIST RAPID OR RADICAL TRANSFORMATIONS OF SOCIETY. CONSERVATIVES OFTEN BELIEVE
THAT EXISTING SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND CUSTOMS HAVE EVOLVED OVER TIME FOR GOOD REASONS AND EMBODY
ACCUMULATED WISDOM. THEY TEND TO BE SKEPTICAL OF ABSTRACT THEORIES AND UTOPIAN VISIONS, PREFERRING TO RELY ON
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE AND TIME-TESTED PRINCIPLES WHEN MAKING DECISIONS ABOUT GOVERNANCE AND SOCIAL LIFE. THIS
INHERENT CAUTION STEMS FROM A DEEP RESPECT FOR THE PAST AND A BELIEF THAT SOCIETAL PROGRESS IS BEST ACHIEVED
THROUGH INCREMENTAL ADJUSTMENTS RATHER THAN REVOLUTIONARY UPHEAVAL.

UNDERST ANDING CONSERVATISM REQUIRES APPRECIATING ITS NUANCED APPROACH TO CHANGE. W/HILE IT IS OFTEN
CHARACTERIZED BY A DESIRE TO CONSERVE WHAT IS GOOD, IT DOESN'T NECESSARILY MEAN A REJECTION OF ALL PROGRESS.
|NSTEAD, CONSERVATIVES TYPICALLY ADVOCATE FOR REFORM THAT IS ORGANIC AND BUILDS UPON EXISTING FOUNDATIONS,
RATHER THAN SEEKING TO DISMANTLE AND REBUILD SOCIETY FROM SCRATCH. THIS PERSPECTIVE OFTEN MANIFESTS IN A
PREFERENCE FOR TRIED-AND-TRUE METHODS AND A WARY EYE TOWARDS UNTESTED IDEOLOGIES THAT PROMISE SWEEPING
SOLUTIONS. THE EMPHASIS IS ON PRESERVING THE STABILITY AND CONTINUITY OF SOCIETY, RECOGNIZING THAT DEEP-ROOTED
TRADITIONS PROVIDE A SENSE OF IDENTITY AND COHERENCE.

Core TeNETS oF CONSERVATIVE ETHICS AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

SEVERAL FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES CONSISTENTLY APPEAR ACROSS DIVERSE CONSERVATIVE VIEWPOINTS, SHAPING THEIR
ETHICAL AND POLITICAL OUTLOOK. THESE TENETS PROVIDE A FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING WHY CONSERVATIVES OFTEN
APPROACH SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ISSUES WITH A PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON ORDER, INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTABILITY, AND
ESTABLISHED NORMS. THEY ARE LESS ABOUT RIGID DOGMA AND MORE ABOUT A GUIDING SENSIBILITY THAT VALUES STABILITY
AND PROVEN APPROACHES.



TRADITION AND PRUDENCE

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT PILLARS OF CONSERVATIVE ETHICS IS THE REVERENCE FOR TRADITION. CONSERVATIVES
GENERALLY BELIEVE THAT CUSTOMS, INSTITUTIONS, AND MORAL CODES THAT HAVE ENDURED OVER GENERATIONS CARRY
INVALUABLE WISDOM. THIS IS NOT AN UNCRITICAL EMBRACE OF THE PAST, BUT RATHER A RECOGNITION THAT THESE INHERITED
PRACTICES HAVE OFTEN SURVIVED BECAUSE THEY EFFECTIVELY ADDRESS ENDURING HUMAN NEEDS AND SOCIETAL CHALLENGES.
THE PRINCIPLE OF PRUDENCE, A VIRTUE HIGHLY ESTEEMED IN CONSERVATIVE THOUGHT, DICTATES A CAUTIOUS AND MEASURED
APPROACH TO CHANGE, VALUING CAREFUL DELIBERATION AND AVOIDING HASTY DECISIONS THAT COULD HAVE UNFORESEEN
NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES. IT’S LIKE TENDING TO AN OLD GARDEN; YOU MIGHT PRUNE A BRANCH, BUT YOU WOULDN'T RIP OUT
THE ENTIRE PLANT ON A \WHIM.

THIS EMPHASIS ON TRADITION ALSO RELATES TO A SKEPTICISM OF GRAND, ABSTRACT THEORIES THAT CLAIM TO HAVE ALL THE
ANSWERS. CONSERVATIVES OFTEN FIND SUCH THEORIES TO BE DETACHED FROM THE COMPLEXITIES OF REAL HUMAN LIFE AND THE
MESSY REALITIES OF GOVERNANCE. |NSTEAD/ THEY PREFER TO LEARN FROM HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE AND THE COLLECTIVE WISDOM
EMBEDDED IN SOCIETAL PRACTICES. THE IDEA IS THAT WHAT HAS WORKED FOR MANY PEOPLE OVER MANY YEARS LIKELY
CONTAINS IMPORTANT LESSONS ABOUT HUMAN NATURE AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION.

AUTHORITY AND HIERARCHY

CONSERVATIVES GENERALLY SEE A NATURAL AND NECESSARY ROLE FOR AUTHORITY AND ESTABLISHED HIERARCHIES IN SOCIETY.
THEY BELIEVE THAT A CERTAIN DEGREE OF ORDER AND STRUCTURE IS ESSENTIAL FOR SOCIAL STABILITY AND INDIVIDUAL
FLOURISHING. THIS DOESN'T NECESSARILY EQUATE TO BLIND OBEDIENCE OR AN ENDORSEMENT OF OPPRESSIVE REGIMES, BUT
RATHER A RECOGNITION THAT LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY, WHETHER IN FAMILIES, COMMUNITIES, OR GOVERNMENT, PLAYS A CRUCIAL
ROLE IN GUIDING BEHAVIOR, MAINTAINING PEACE, AND ENSURING THAT SOCIETY FUNCTIONS EFFECTIVELY. THESE STRUCTURES ARE
SEEN AS PROVIDING GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT, MUCH LIKE GUARDRAILS ON A \WINDING ROAD.

THIS RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY IS OFTEN INTERTWINED WITH A BELIEF IN NATURAL INEQUALITY. CONSERVATIVES TEND TO BE
LESS CONCERNED WITH ACHIEVING PERFECT EQUALITY OF OUTCOME AND MORE WITH ENSURING EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY
WITHIN A FRAMEW ORK OF NATURAL DIFFERENCES IN TALENT, EFFORT, AND INCLINATION. THEY MAY VIEW HIERARCHICAL
STRUCTURES AS A REFLECTION OF THESE NATURAL DIFFERENCES, WITH INDIVIDUALS OCCUPYING VARIOUS ROLES BASED ON THEIR
CAPABILITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES. THE EMPHASIS IS ON ENSURING FAIRNESS WITHIN THESE STRUCTURES RATHER THAN
DISMANTLING THEM IN PURSUIT OF AN ARTIFICIAL UNIFORMITY.

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY AND LIMITED GOVERNMENT

A CORNERSTONE OF CONSERVATIVE ETHICS IS THE PROFOUND IMPORTANCE PLACED ON INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY. THIS
PRINCIPLE ASSERTS THAT INDIVIDUALS ARE PRIMARILY ACCOUNTABLE FOR THEIR OWN ACTIONS, CHOICES, AND WELL-BEING. THis
BELIEF OFTEN TRANSLATES INTO A PREFERENCE FOR PERSONAL INITIATIVE, SELF-RELIANCE, AND HARD WORK AS THE PATHWAYS
TO SUCCESS AND FULFILLMENT. W/HILE CONSERVATIVES ACKNOWLEDGE THE NEED FOR A SOCIAL SAFETY NET, THEY TYPICALLY
EMPHASIZE THAT IT SHOULD NOT ERODE PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY OR CREATE DEPENDENCY. |T’S THE IDEA THAT WE ARE THE
CAPTAINS OF OUR OWN SHIPS, NAVIGATING OUR OWN LIVES.

THIS EMPHASIS ON INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY IS CLOSELY LINKED TO A PHILOSOPHY OF LIMITED GOVERNMENT. CONSERVATIVES
GENERALLY ADVOCATE FOR A GOVERNMENT THAT PLAYS A CONSTRAINED ROLE IN THE LIVES OF ITS CITIZENS. THEY BELIEVE
THAT EXCESSIVE GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION CAN STIFLE INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE, DISTORT ECONOMIC INCENTIVES, AND INFRINGE
UPON PERSONAL LIBERTIES. THEREFOEE, THEY OFTEN FAVOR FREE MARKETS, LOWER TAXES, AND A FOCUS ON CORE
GOVERNMENTAL FUNCTIONS LIKE NATIONAL DEFENSE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, AND THE PROTECTION OF PROPERTY RIGHTS. THE GOAL
IS TO EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES TO SOLVE PROBLEMS AT THE LOCAL LEVEL, RATHER THAN RELYING ON TOP-
DOWN DIRECTIVES FROM A DISTANT CENTRAL AUTHORITY.

Key INFLUENCES ON CONSERVATIVE THOUGHT



THE PHILOSOPHICAL LANDSCAPE OF CONSERVATISM HAS BEEN SHAPED BY A MULTITUDE OF THINKERS AND HISTORICAL
MOVEMENTS. UNDERSTANDING THESE INFLUENCES PROVIDES CRUCIAL CONTEXT FOR THE ENDURING IDEAS THAT DEFINE
CONSERVATIVE ETHICS AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY. THESE INTELLECTUAL CURRENTS HAVE PROVIDED THE FOUNDATIONAL
ARGUMENTS AND PERSPECTIVES THAT CONTINUE TO RESONATE WITHIN CONSERVATIVE DISCOURSE TODAY.

EpMUND BURKE

EpbmunD BURKE, AN 18 TH-CENTURY IRISH STATESMAN AND PHILOSOPHER, IS WIDELY REGARDED AS THE FATHER OF MODERN
CONSERVATISM. HIS SEMINAL WORK, “REFLECTIONS ON THE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE/” ARTICULATED A POWERFUL CRITIQUE OF
THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AND ITS RADICAL DEPARTURE FROM ESTABLISHED TRADITIONS AND INSTITUTIONS. BURKE CHAMPIONED
GRADUAL REFORM OVER VIOLENT UPHEAV AL, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF INHERITED RIGHTS, CUSTOMS, AND SOCIAL
HIERARCHIES. HE ARGUED THAT SOCIETY IS A PARTNERSHIP NOT ONLY BETWEEN THOSE WHO ARE LIVING BUT BETWEEN THOSE
WHO ARE LIVING, THOSE WHO ARE DEAD, AND THOSE WHO ARE TO BE BORN. His IDEAS INSTILLED A DEEP RESPECT FOR THE
\WISDOM OF THE PAST AND A CAUTIOUS APPROACH TO SOCIETAL CHANGE.

BURKE’S EMPHASIS ON THE ORGANIC NATURE OF SOCIETY AND HIS SKEPTICISM OF ABSTRACT REASONING WERE FOUNDATIONAL.
He VIEWED SOCIETY AS A COMPLEX, INTERCONNECTED WEB THAT COULD NOT BE EASILY REDESIGNED BY ABSTRACT PRINCIPLES.
THIS PERSPECTIVE HAS INFLUENCED GENERATIONS OF CONSERVATIVES TO VALUE PRUDENCE, TRADITION, AND THE ACCUMULATED
EXPERIENCE OF THEIR ANCESTORS WHEN CONSIDERING POLITICAL AND SOCIAL REFORMS.

CLASSICAL LIBERALISM

W/HILE OFTEN SEEN AS DISTINCT, CLASSICAL LIBERALISM HAS PROFOUNDLY INFLUENCED CONSERVATIVE THOUGHT,
PARTICULARLY CONCERNING INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY AND ECONOMIC FREEDOM. THINKERS LIKEJOHN Locke AND ADAM SMITH
ARTICULATED IDEAS ABOUT NATURAL RIGHTS, LIMITED GOVERNMENT, AND FREE MARKETS THAT WERE ABSORBED AND ADAPTED
BY CONSERVATIVES. THE EMPHASIS ON INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, PROPERTY RIGHTS, AND THE IDEA THAT FREE INDIVIDUALS ENGAGING
IN VOLUNTARY EXCHANGE WOULD LEAD TO PROSPERITY ARE ALL ELEMENTS THAT CONSERVATIVES HAVE EMBRACED. THIS
FUSION HAS LED TO WHAT IS SOMETIMES TERMED “FUSIONISM” IN AMERICAN CONSERV ATISM.

CLASSICAL LIBERALISM’S FOCUS ON INDIVIDUAL AUTONOMY AND ITS CRITIQUE OF EXCESSIVE STATE POWER PROVIDED A
POWERFUL INTELLECTUAL TOOLKIT FOR CONSERVATIVES ADVOCATING FOR REDUCED GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN ECONOMIC
AND PERSONAL LIFE. THE FREE MARKET, IN PARTICULAR, HAS BEEN SEEN BY MANY CONSERVATIVES AS A NATURAL EXPRESSION OF
INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY AND A MORE EFFICIENT ALLOCATOR OF RESOURCES THAN GOVERNMENT PLANNING.

RELIGIous AND MORAL TRADITIONS

RELIGIOUS AND MORAL TRADITIONS HAVE ALSO PLAYED A VITAL ROLE IN SHAPING CONSERVATIVE ETHICS. MANY
CONSERVATIVES BELIEVE THAT A STRONG MORAL FRAMEWORK, OFTEN DERIVED FROM RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS, IS ESSENTIAL FOR
SOCIAL ORDER AND INDIVIDUAL VIRTUE. CONCEPTS LIKE NATURAL LAWY, WHICH POSITS UNIVERSAL MORAL PRINCIPLES
ACCESSIBLE THROUGH REASON OR DIVINE REVELATION, ARE FREQUENTLY INVOKED TO PROVIDE A BASIS FOR ETHICAL JUDGMENT
AND TO GUIDE POLITICAL DECISION-MAKING. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS/ FOR EXAMPLE, ARE OFTEN SEEN AS EMBODYING
FUNDAMENTAL MORAL TRUTHS THAT SHOULD UNDERPIN SOCIETAL LAWS AND INDIVIDUAL BEHAVIOR.

THIS RELIANCE ON MORAL TRADITIONS OFTEN LEADS CONSERVATIVES TO DEFEND TRADITIONAL FAMILY STRUCTURES, EMPHASIZE
THE SANCTITY OF LIFE, AND ADVOCATE FOR POLICIES THAT REFLECT A PARTICULAR UNDERSTANDING OF VIRTUE AND MORALITY.
THE BELIEF IS THAT A SOCIETY THAT LOSES ITS MORAL COMPASS IS DESTINED FOR DECLINE, AND THAT SHARED ETHICAL
VALUES, OFTEN ROOTED IN FAITH, ARE NECESSARY FOR A HEALTHY AND FLOURISHING COMMUNITY.

DIFFERENT STRANDS OF CONSERVATISM



CONSERVATISM IS NOT A MONOLITHIC ENTITY, IT ENCOMPASSES A SPECTRUM OF VIEWPOINTS AND APPROACHES. THeSE
DIFFERENT STRANDS, WHILE SHARING SOME COMMON GROUND, OFTEN DIVERGE ON SPECIFIC ISSUES AND PRIORITIES.
UNDERSTANDING THESE DISTINCTIONS IS KEY TO APPRECIATING THE COMPLEXITY OF CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY AND
ITS DIVERSE MANIFESTATIONS ACROSS DIFFERENT SOCIETIES AND HISTORICAL PERIODS.

TRADITIONAL CONSERVATISM

TRADITIONAL CONSERVATISM, HEAVILY INFLUENCED BY FIGURES LIKE EpMunp BURKE, PLACES A PARAMOUNT EMPHASIS ON
ESTABLISHED INSTITUTIONS, SOCIAL HIERARCHIES, AND INHERITED CUSTOMS. THIS STRAND PRIORITIZES STABILITY, ORDER, AND
GRADUAL CHANGE, VIEWING RADICAL REFORMS WITH DEEP SUSPICION. TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVES OFTEN BELIEVE IN THE
INHERENT WISDOM OF THE PAST AND THE NEED TO PRESERVE THE CULTURAL AND SOCIAL FABRIC THAT HAS STOOD THE TEST OF
TIME. THEY MIGHT ADVOCATE FOR POLICIES THAT SUPPORT TRADITIONAL FAMILY VALUES AND RESPECT ESTABLISHED RELIGIOUS
AND MORAL FRAME\W ORKS.

THE CORE BELIEF HERE IS THAT SOCIETY IS AN ORGANIC ENTITY THAT EVOLVES SLOWLY, AND ATTEMPTS TO FORCE RAPID OR
FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES CAN BE DESTRUCTIVE. THE FOCUS IS ON CONTINUITY AND THE PRESERVATION OF WHAT HAS PROVEN
SUCCESSFUL OVER LONG PERIODS, RECOGNIZING THAT SOCIETAL STRUCTURES ARE COMPLEX AND INTERCONNECTED.

FiscaL CONSERVATISM

FISCAL CONSERVATISM IS PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH ECONOMIC MATTERS, ADVOCATING FOR POLICIES THAT PROMOTE FREE
MARKETS, LOW TAXES, REDUCED GOVERNMENT SPENDING, AND BALANCED BUDGETS. THIS STRAND EMPHASIZES INDIVIDUAL
ECONOMIC FREEDOM, BELIEVING THAT PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND VOLUNTARY EXCHANGE ARE THE MOST EFFECTIVE MEANS OF
GENERATING WEALTH AND PROSPERITY. FISCAL CONSERVATIVES ARE OFTEN WARY OF GOVERNMENT REGULATION AND
INTERVENTION IN THE ECONOMY, SEEING THEM AS IMPEDIMENTS TO GROWTH AND EFFICIENCY. THEY CHAMPION FISCAL
RESPONSIBILITY AND SOUND MONEY.

THE ETHICAL DIMENSION HERE LIES IN THE BELIEF THAT ECONOMIC LIBERTY IS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY,
AND THAT RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP OF PUBLIC FINANCES IS A MORAL IMPERATIVE. THE IDEA IS THAT A SOUND ECONOMY,
DRIVEN BY FREE INDIVIDUALS AND LIMITED GOVERNMENT, IS THE BEDROCK OF A PROSPEROUS AND FREE SOCIETY.

SociAL CONSERVATISM

SOCIAL CONSERVATISM IS CONCERNED WITH MORAL AND CULTURAL ISSUES, OFTEN DRAWING FROM RELIGIOUS OR TRADITIONAL
ETHICAL FRAMEWORKS. THIS STRAND TYPICALLY ADVOCATES FOR POLICIES THAT UPHOLD TRADITIONAL FAMILY STRUCTURES,
PROTECT RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS, AND PROMOTE WHAT ARE CONSIDERED TO BE MORAL VALUES. SOCIAL CONSERVATIVES MAY
FOCUS ON ISSUES SUCH AS ABORTION, MARRIAGE, EDUCATION, AND THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN PUBLIC LIFE. THEY OFTEN BELIEVE
THAT MORAL DECAY LEADS TO SOCIAL DISINTEGRATION AND THAT STRONG MORAL PRINCIPLES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR A HEALTHY
SOCIETY.

THE ETHICAL CORE OF SOCIAL CONSERVATISM REVOLVES AROUND THE IDEA OF VIRTUE AND THE COMMON GOOD AS
UNDERSTOOD THROUGH TRADITIONAL LENSES. THEY SEE MORAL STANDARDS AS CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING SOCIAL COHESION
AND INDIVIDUAL WELL-BEING, AND BELIEVE THAT GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETAL INSTITUTIONS HAVE A ROLE IN REINFORCING THESE
STANDARDS.

NEOCONSERVATISM

NEOCONSERVATISM EMERGED IN THE MID-20TH CENTURY, OFTEN FROM FORMER LIBERALS WHO BECAME DISILLUSIONED WITH
WHAT THEY PERCEIVED AS THE EXCESSES OF THE NEw LEFT. WHILE SHARING SOME CONSERVATIVE TENETS, NEOCONSERVATIVES
OFTEN EXHIBIT A MORE INTERVENTIONIST FOREIGN POLICY AND A STRONGER BELIEF IN THE CAPACITY OF GOVERNMENT TO EFFECT
POSITIVE SOCIAL CHANGE, PARTICULARLY IN AREAS OF NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN RELATIONS. THEY OFTEN EMPHASIZE
AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM AND THE PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY ABROAD, THOUGH THEY GENERALLY REMAIN FISCALLY



CONSERVATIVE. THEIR APPROACH CAN BE SEEN AS A BLEND OF TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVE CONCERNS WITH A MORE
ASSERTIVE, OFTEN INTERNATIONALLY FOCUSED, AGENDA.

THE ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR NEOCONSERVATIVES OFTEN INVOLVE THE IDEA OF A NATION'S RESPONSIBILITY TO PROMOTE
ITS VALUES AND INTERESTS GLOBALLY, SOMETIMES THROUGH THE USE OF MILITARY POWER. THERE'S A BELIEF THAT
DEMOCRATIC VALUES AND FREE MARKETS, WHEN PROMOTED, CAN LEAD TO GREATER GLOBAL STABILITY AND PROSPERITY.

CONSERVATISM AND INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CONSERVATISM AND INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY IS COMPLEX AND OFTEN DEBATED. W/ HILE CONSERVATIVES
GENERALLY VALUE INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, THEIR CONCEPTION OF IT IS OFTEN FRAMED WITHIN A CONTEXT OF RESPONSIBILITY,
TRADITION, AND SOCIAL ORDER. THIS MEANS THAT THE EXERCISE OF LIBERTY IS NOT SEEN AS AN ABSOLUTE RIGHT THAT CAN BE
EXERCISED WITHOUT REGARD TO ITS IMPACT ON OTHERS OR ON THE STABILITY OF SOCIETY. IT'S LESS ABOUT UNCHECKED
FREEDOM AND MORE ABOUT FREEDOM WITHIN ESTABLISHED BOUNDARIES.

CONSERVATIVES OFTEN ARGUE THAT TRUE LIBERTY IS NOT SIMPLY THE ABSENCE OF RESTRAINT, BUT RATHER THE FREEDOM TO
ACT RESPONSIBLY WITHIN A FRAMEWORK OF LAWS AND MORAL PRINCIPLES THAT PROTECT BOTH INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND THE
COMMON GOOD. THEY BELIEVE THAT EXCESSIVE GOVERNMENTAL INTERFERENCE CAN ACTUALLY DIMINISH INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY BY
STIFLING INITIATIVE, LIMITING CHOICES, AND CREATING DEPENDENCY. THEREFORE/ A KEY CONSERVATIVE AIM IS TO ENSURE THAT
THE STATE’S POWER IS LIMITED, ALLOWING INDIVIDUALS THE GREATEST POSSIBLE SCOPE TO PURSUE THEIR OWN GOALS,
PROVIDED THEY DO NOT HARM OTHERS.

HO\WEVER, THIS EMPHASIS ON ORDER AND TRADITION CAN SOMETIMES LEAD TO TENSIONS WITH CERTAIN CONCEPTIONS OF
INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, PARTICULARLY WHEN IT COMES TO MATTERS OF PERSONAL CHOICE THAT MIGHT CHALLENGE ESTABLISHED
NORMS. FOR INSTANCE, SOCIAL CONSERVATIVES MIGHT ADVOCATE FOR POLICIES THAT RESTRICT CERTAIN BEHAVIORS OR
LIFESTYLES THEY DEEM MORALLY OBJECTIONABLE, ARGUING THAT THESE RESTRICTIONS ARE NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE MORAL
FABRIC OF SOCIETY AND UPHOLD TRADITIONAL VALUES. THIS HIGHLIGHTS THE CONSERVATIVE BELIEF THAT LIBERTY IS NOT AN
END IN ITSELF BUT A MEANS TO A GOOD LIFE, AND THAT A GOOD LIFE OFTEN REQUIRES A DEGREE OF SOCIETAL GUIDANCE AND
MORAL CONSENSUS.

CONSERVATISM AND SocCIAL ORDER

THE MAINTENANCE OF SOCIAL ORDER IS A PARAMOUNT CONCERN FOR MOST CONSERVATIVES. THEY TEND TO BELIEVE THAT A
STABLE AND PREDICTABLE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT IS A PREREQUISITE FOR INDIVIDUAL FLOURISHING AND SOCIETAL PROGRESS. THIS
EMPHASIS ON ORDER IS NOT ABOUT ENFORCING CONFORMITY FOR ITS OWN SAKE, BUT RATHER ABOUT ENSURING THAT SOCIETY
FUNCTIONS SMOOTHLY, THAT RIGHTS ARE PROTECTED, AND THAT CITIZENS CAN LIVE THEIR LIVES WITH A REASONABLE DEGREE
OF SECURITY AND PREDICTABILITY. WITHOUT ORDER, THE ARGUMENT GOES, TRUE LIBERTY CANNOT EXIST.

CONSERVATIVES OFTEN SEE ESTABLISHED INSTITUTIONS — SUCH AS THE FAMILY, RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS, AND COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATIONS — AS VITAL PILLARS OF SOCIAL ORDER. THESE INSTITUTIONS, THEY BELIEVE, TRANSMIT VALUES, PROVIDE
SOCIAL SUPPORT, AND INSTILL A SENSE OF CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY IN INDIVIDUALS. THE EROSION OF THESE INSTITUTIONS,
THEREFORE, IS OFTEN VIEWED WITH ALARM, AS IT CAN LEAD TO SOCIAL FRAGMENTATION AND A DECLINE IN SHARED MORAL
STANDARDS. THIS IS WHY CONSERVATIVES OFTEN ADVOCATE FOR POLICIES THAT SUPPORT AND STRENGTHEN THESE
TRADITIONAL PILLARS OF SOCIETY, SEEING THEM AS CRUCIAL FOR CULTIVATING RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS AND A COHESIVE
COMMUNITY.

FURTHERMORE, CONSERVATIVES GENERALLY HOLD A MORE SKEPTICAL VIEW OF HUMAN NATURE THAN SOME OTHER POLITICAL
PHILOSOPHIES. THEY OFTEN BELIEVE THAT INDIVIDUALS ARE PRONE TO SELF-INTEREST AND THAT UNCHECKED DESIRES CAN LEAD
TO SOCIAL CHAOS. CONSEQUENTLY, THEY PLACE A HIGH VALUE ON LAW ENFORCEMENT, A STRONG JUDICIARY, AND A CAPABLE
MILITARY AS ESSENTIAL INSTRUMENTS FOR MAINTAINING ORDER AND PROTECTING CITIZENS FROM INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
THREATS. THIS BELIEF IN THE NECESSITY OF ROBUST INSTITUTIONS TO MANAGE INHERENT HUMAN IMPERFECTIONS UNDERSCORES



THE CONSERVATIVE COMMITMENT TO A WELL-ORDERED SOCIETY.

CoNSERVATISM AND ECcoNoMICS

IN THE REALM OF ECONOMICS, CONSERVATISM TYPICALLY CHAMPIONS PRINCIPLES THAT FAVOR FREE MARKETS, PRIVATE
PROPERTY, AND LIMITED GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION. THIS ECONOMIC PHILOSOPHY IS ROOTED IN THE BELIEF THAT INDIVIDUAL
INITIATIVE, COMPETITION, AND VOLUNTARY EXCHANGE ARE THE MOST EFFECTIVE DRIVERS OF PROSPERITY AND INNOVATION.
CONSERVATIVES OFTEN ARGUE THAT WHEN GOVERNMENTS INTERFERE TOO HEAVILY IN THE ECONOMY THROUGH EXCESSIVE
REGULATION, HIGH TAXES, OR EXTENSIVE WELFARE PROGRAMS, THEY STIFLE ECONOMIC GROWTH, DISTORT MARKET SIGNALS,
AND REDUCE INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM. THEY BELIEVE THAT ENTREPRENEURS AND INDIVIDUALS, WHEN ALLOWED TO PURSUE THEIR
ECONOMIC INTERESTS WITH MINIMAL INTERFERENCE, WILL ULTIMATELY CREATE MORE WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERYONE.

THE ETHICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF THIS ECONOMIC APPROACH ARE OFTEN LINKED TO CONCEPTS OF INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY AND
RESPONSIBILITY. CONSERVATIVES ARGUE THAT THE FREEDOM TO OWN PROPERTY, TO CONTRACT, AND TO ENGAGE IN COMMERCE
IS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF PERSONAL LIBERTY. THEY ALSO EMPHASIZE THAT ECONOMIC SUCCESS IS OFTEN THE RESULT OF
HARD WORK, THRIFT, AND WISE DECISION-MAKING, AND THAT INDIVIDUALS SHOULD BE REW ARDED FOR THESE QUALITIES. THIS
PERSPECTIVE CAN LEAD TO A PREFERENCE FOR LOWER TAXES, AS TAXES ARE SEEN AS A FORM OF GOVERNMENT EXPROPRIATION
THAT REDUCES THE INCENTIVES FOR INVESTMENT AND PRODUCTIVE EFFORT. THEY OFTEN ADVOCATE FOR FISCAL PRUDENCE,
AIMING FOR BALANCED BUDGETS AND RESPONSIBLE MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC DEBT, VIEWING EXCESSIVE GOVERNMENT SPENDING AS
A MORAL FAILING THAT BURDENS FUTURE GENERATIONS.

W/HILE ADVOCATING FOR FREE MARKETS, CONSERVATIVES ARE NOT NECESSARILY OPPOSED TO ALL GOVERNMENT ACTION IN THE
ECONOMIC SPHERE. THEY OFTEN SUPPORT MEASURES THAT ENSURE A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD, PROTECT PROPERTY RIGHTS, ENFORCE
CONTRACTS, AND PROVIDE FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE AND PUBLIC SAFETY — FUNCTIONS THEY DEEM ESSENTIAL FOR A FUNCTIONING
ECONOMY. HO\X/EVER, THE GENERAL TENDENCY IS TO FAVOR MARKET-BASED SOLUTIONS OVER GOVERNMENT-LED INTERVENTIONS,
BELIEVING THAT THE SPONTANEOUS ORDER OF THE MARKET IS OFTEN MORE EFFICIENT AND ULTIMATELY MORE BENEFICIAL TO
SOCIETY THAN CENTRALIZED PLANNING. THIS APPROACH SEEKS TO CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE INDIVIDUALS ARE FREE TO
PURSUE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, CONTRIBUTING TO OVERALL SOCIETAL WELL-BEING THROUGH THEIR OWN EFFORTS AND
INNOVATIONS.

CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES AND DEBATES IN CONSERVATIVE PHILOSOPHY

MODERN CONSERVATISM, LIKE ANY DYNAMIC POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY, FACES ONGOING CHALLENGES AND ENGAGES IN VIGOROUS
INTERNAL DEBATES. THESE DISCUSSIONS ARE CRUCIAL FOR ITS EVOLUTION AND ITS ABILITY TO ADDRESS THE COMPLEXITIES OF
THE 2 1ST CENTURY. THE ETHICAL AND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THESE DEBATES ARE FAR™REACHING, SHAPING POLICY AND

PUBLIC DISCOURSE.

GLOBALIZATION AND NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY

ONE SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGE FOR CONTEMPORARY CONSERVATISM IS NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF GLOBALIZATION. W/HILE
MANY CONSERVATIVES VALUE FREE TRADE AND OPEN MARKETS, THERE IS ALSO A STRONG UNDERCURRENT OF CONCERN ABOUT
THE POTENTIAL EROSION OF NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, CULTURAL IDENTITY, AND DOMESTIC INDUSTRIES. DEBATES OFTEN ARISE
REGARDING THE BALANCE BETWEEN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND THE NEED TO PROTECT NATIONAL INTERESTS, BORDERS,
AND ECONOMIC STABILITY. THIS TENSION BETWEEN GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT AND NATIONAL SELF-INTEREST IS A RECURRING THEME,
PROMPTING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS OF A NATION TO ITS OWN CITIZENS VERSUS ITS ROLE IN THE WIDER
\WORLD.

THE ETHICAL DIMENSION HERE INVOLVES HOW CONSERVATIVES WEIGH THE BENEFITS OF GLOBAL INTERCONNECTEDNESS AGAINST
THE PERCEIVED RISKS TO NATIONAL COHESION AND ECONOMIC SECURITY. QUESTIONS ABOUT IMMIGRATION, INTERNATIONAL
AGREEMENTS, AND THE INFLUENCE OF SUPRANATIONAL BODIES ALL FALL UNDER THIS UMBRELLA, LEADING TO DIVERSE
CONSERVATIVE VIEWPOINTS ON THE PROPER SCOPE AND NATURE OF NATIONAL INVOLVEMENT IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS.



TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENT AND SocliAL CHANGE

THE RAPID PACE OF TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENT PRESENTS ANOTHER COMPLEX AREA FOR CONSERVATIVE PHILOSOPHY.
W/HILE CONSERVATIVES OFTEN EMBRACE INNOVATION, THEY ALSO TEND TO BE CAUTIOUS ABOUT ITS POTENTIAL DISRUPTIVE
EFFECTS ON TRADITIONAL SOCIAL STRUCTURES, EMPLOYMENT, AND INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY. ISSUES SUCH AS ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE, GENETIC ENGINEERING, AND THE DIGITAL ECONOMY RAISE PROFOUND ETHICAL QUESTIONS ABOUT HUMAN NATURE,
THE FUTURE OF WORK, AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH AND POWER. CONSERVATIVES GRAPPLE WITH HOW TO HARNESS THE
BENEFITS OF TECHNOLOGY WHILE MITIGATING ITS POTENTIAL HARMS AND PRESERVING CORE SOCIETAL VALUES.

THIS INVOLVES DISCUSSIONS ABOUT REGULATION, ETHICAL GUIDELINES FOR NEW TECHNOLOGIES, AND THE IMPACT OF
AUTOMATION ON LABOR MARKETS AND SOCIAL INEQUALITY. THE CONSERVATIVE DISPOSITION TOWARD GRADUALISM AND
CAUTION IS OFTEN TESTED BY THE SPEED OF TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE, PROMPTING REFLECTION ON HOW TO MAINTAIN STABILITY
AND HUMAN DIGNITY IN AN INCREASINGLY DIGITIZED WORLD.

THe RoLE oF GOVERNMENT IN A COMPLEX SOCIETY

EVEN WITHIN CONSERVATIVE CIRCLES, THERE ARE ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT THE APPROPRIATE SIZE AND SCOPE OF GOVERNMENT.
W/HILE MOST CONSERVATIVES AGREE ON THE PRINCIPLE OF LIMITED GOVERNMENT, THERE IS CONSIDERABLE VARIATION IN HOW
THIS PRINCIPLE IS APPLIED TO CONTEMPORARY ISSUES. SOME CONSERVATIVES ADVOCATE FOR SIGNIFICANT REDUCTIONS IN
GOVERNMENT SPENDING AND SERVICES, WHILE OTHERS BELIEVE THAT A MORE ROBUST GOVERNMENT ROLE IS NECESSARY TO
ADDRESS CERTAIN SOCIETAL PROBLEMS, SUCH AS INFRASTRUCTURE, NATIONAL SECURITY, OR EVEN MARKET FAILURES. THeSE
DEBATES OFTEN INVOLVE RECONCILING THE DESIRE FOR INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY AND FREE MARKETS WITH THE NEED FOR EFFECTIVE
GOVERNANCE AND THE PROVISION OF ESSENTIAL PUBLIC GOODS.

THE ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS IN THESE DEBATES REVOLVE AROUND QUESTIONS OF JUSTICE, FAIRNESS, AND THE COMMON GOOD.
How MUCH RESPONSIBILITY DOES THE GOVERNMENT HAVE TO ENSURE A BASELINE STANDARD OF LIVING? W/HAT ARE THE
ETHICAL LIMITS OF TAXATION AND REGULATION? THESE ARE NOT ALWAYS EASY QUESTIONS, AND DIFFERENT CONSERVATIVES
OFFER VARYING ANSWERS, REFLECTING THE DIVERSE INTERPRETATIONS OF CONSERVATIVE PRINCIPLES IN A CONSTANTLY
EVOLVING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE.

THe ENDURING ReLEVANCE oF CONSERVATIVE ETHICS

THE ENDURING RELEVANCE OF CONSERVATISM LIES IN ITS PROFOUND ENGAGEMENT WITH FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS ABOUT HUMAN
NATURE, SOCIETY, AND GOVERNANCE THAT TRANSCEND SPECIFIC HISTORICAL MOMENTS. ITS EMPHASIS ON TRADITION, ORDER,
AND INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY OFFERS A STEADYING INFLUENCE IN AN ERA OFTEN CHARACTERIZED BY RAPID CHANGE AND SOCIAL
FLUX. BY VALUING PRUDENCE, CONTINUITY, AND THE LESSONS OF THE PAST, CONSERVATISM PROVIDES A FRAMEWORK FOR
THOUGHTFUL DELIBERATION AND MEASURED PROGRESS. |TS CORE TENETS CONTINUE TO INFORM CONTEMPORARY DEBATES ON
EVERYTHING FROM ECONOMIC POLICY TO SOCIAL ISSUES, OFFERING A PHILOSOPHICAL ANCHOR FOR MANY.

THE CONSERVATIVE PERSPECTIVE REMINDS US THAT SOCIETAL STABILITY IS NOT A GIVEN BUT IS BUILT UPON A FOUNDATION OF
SHARED VALUES, STRONG INSTITUTIONS, AND A RECOGNITION OF OUR INTERCONNECTEDNESS. THE CONTINUOUS RE-EXAMINATION
AND APPLICATION OF THESE PRINCIPLES BY THINKERS AND PRACTITIONERS ALIKE ENSURE THAT CONSERVATISM REMAINS A VITAL
AND DYNAMIC FORCE IN SHAPING POLITICAL DISCOURSE AND THE PURSUIT OF A JUST AND FLOURISHING SOCIETY. IT’s A
PHILOSOPHY THAT, AT ITS BEST, SEEKS TO BUILD UPON WHAT IS GOOD, PRESERVING WISDOM WHILE ADAPTING PRUDENTLY TO
NEW CHALLENGES.

FAQ

QI \WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY ETHICAL CONCERNS THAT DRIVE CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL



PHILOSOPHY?

A: THE PRIMARY ETHICAL CONCERNS DRIVING CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY OFTEN CENTER ON THE IMPORTANCE OF
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY, THE PRESERVATION OF TRADITION AND SOCIAL ORDER, AND THE BELIEF IN NATURAL LAW OR
DIVINELY ORDAINED MORAL PRINCIPLES. CONSERVATIVES TEND TO PRIORITIZE VIRTUE, DUTY, AND THE COMMON GOOD AS
UNDERSTOOD THROUGH ESTABLISHED NORMS, AND THEY OFTEN VIEW RAPID SOCIAL CHANGE WITH CAUTION, FEARING IT CAN
UNDERMINE THESE ETHICAL FOUNDATIONS.

Q: How DOES CONSERVATISM VIEW THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY
AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY?

A: CONSERVATISM TYPICALLY VIEWS INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY NOT AS AN ABSOLUTE RIGHT DIVORCED FROM ANY OBLIGATION, BUT
RATHER AS A FREEDOM THAT MUST BE EXERCISED RESPONSIBLY WITHIN A FRAMEWORK OF LAWS, TRADITIONS, AND MORAL
DUTIES. THE EMPHASIS IS ON FREEDOM WITH RESPONSIBILITY, WHERE INDIVIDUAL AUTONOMY IS BALANCED AGAINST THE NEEDS
OF THE COMMUNITY AND THE PRESERVATION OF SOCIAL ORDER. UNFETTERED LIBERTY WITHOUT A CORRESPONDING SENSE OF
DUTY IS OFTEN SEEN AS A PATH TO SOCIAL DISINTEGRATION.

Q: WHAT IS THE ROLE OF TRADITION IN CONSERVATIVE ETHICS AND POLITICAL
THOUGHT?

A: TRADITION PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN CONSERVATIVE ETHICS AND POLITICAL THOUGHT AS IT IS SEEN AS EMBODYING
ACCUMULATED WISDOM AND THE LESSONS OF GENERATIONS. CONSERVATIVES BELIEVE THAT ESTABLISHED INSTITUTIONS,
CUSTOMS, AND MORAL CODES HAVE OFTEN ENDURED BECAUSE THEY EFFECTIVELY ADDRESS ENDURING HUMAN NEEDS AND
SOCIETAL CHALLENGES. THEY ARE SKEPTICAL OF ABSTRACT THEORIES AND PREFER TO RELY ON TIME-TESTED PRACTICES,
VIEWING TRADITION AS A GUIDE FOR PRUDENT DECISION-MAKING AND A SOURCE OF SOCIAL COHESION.

QI How DO DIFFERENT STRANDS OF CONSERVATISM , LIKE FISCAL AND SOCIAL
CONSERVATISM, RELATE TO ETHICAL PRINCIPLES?

A: FISCAL CONSERVATISM DERIVES ITS ETHICAL PRINCIPLES FROM THE BELIEF IN ECONOMIC LIBERTY, PROPERTY RIGHTS, AND THE
VIRTUE OF THRIFT AND HARD WORK, VIEWING FREE MARKETS AS A MORALLY SOUND SYSTEM THAT REWARDS MERIT AND
INNOVATION. SOCIAL CONSERVATISM, ON THE OTHER HAND, GROUNDS ITS ETHICS IN RELIGIOUS OR TRADITIONAL MORAL
FRAMEWORKS, EMPHASIZING VIRTUES LIKE CHASTITY, FAMILY LOYALTY, AND RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE, AND BELIEVING THESE ARE
ESSENTIAL FOR BOTH INDIVIDUAL WELL-BEING AND SOCIETAL STABILITY.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME COMMON CRITICISMS LEVELED AGAINST THE ETHICAL FRAMEWORKS
OF CONSERVATISMP

A: COMMON CRITICISMS OF CONSERVATIVE ETHICAL FRAMEWORKS OFTEN INCLUDE ACCUSATIONS OF BEING TOO RIGID,
RESISTANT TO NECESSARY SOCIAL PROGRESS, AND INSUFFICIENTLY CONCERNED WITH ISSUES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EQUALITY.
CRITICS SOMETIMES ARGUE THAT AN OVEREMPHASIS ON TRADITION AND ORDER CAN STIFLE INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSION AND LEAD TO
THE MARGINALIZATION OF MINORITY GROUPS OR DISSENTING VIEWPOINTS. THERE ARE ALSO DEBATES ABOUT WHETHER
CONSERVATIVE RELIANCE ON TRADITION CAN SOMETIMES OVERLOOK OR PERPETUATE OUTDATED OR HARMFUL PRACTICES.

QZ How DOES CONSERVATISM APPROACH THE CONCEPT OF JUSTICE , AND WHAT
ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS ARE INVOLVED?

A: CONSERVATISM GENERALLY APPROACHES JUSTICE THROUGH PRINCIPLES OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY, FAIRNESS IN THE
APPLICATION OF LAWS, AND THE PROTECTION OF RIGHTS, PARTICULARLY PROPERTY RIGHTS. ETHICALLY, THIS OFTEN MEANS A
FOCUS ON DISTRIBUTIVE JUSTICE THAT REWARDS MERIT AND EFFORT, RATHER THAN STRIVING FOR EQUALITY OF OUTCOME. THe
IDEA IS THAT JUSTICE INVOLVES UPHOLDING THE RULE OF LAW , ENSURING THAT INDIVIDUALS ARE HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR THEIR
ACTIONS, AND ALLOWING FOR THE FREE AND FAIR EXCHANGE OF GOODS AND SERVICES, WITHIN A STABLE SOCIAL ORDER.



Q: WHAT ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS ARISE FROM CONSERVATISM'S VIEW ON THE ROLE OF
GOVERNMENT?

A: THE ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF CONSERVATISM'S VIEW ON LIMITED GOVERNMENT OFTEN REVOLVE AROUND PROMOTING
INDIVIDUAL AUTONOMY AND FREEDOM FROM COERCION. CONSERVATIVES BELIEVE THAT AN OVERREACHING GOVERNMENT CAN
INFRINGE UPON PERSONAL LIBERTIES, STIFLE INITIATIVE, AND CREATE DEPENDENCY , WHICH THEY VIEW AS ETHICALLY UNDESIRABLE.
CONVERSELY, THEY ALSO BELIEVE THAT A GOVERNMENT’S ETHICAL DUTY INCLUDES MAINTAINING ORDER, ENFORCING LAWS, AND
PROTECTING CITIZENS, THUS ADVOCATING FOR A CAREFULLY DEFINED, YET ROBUST, ROLE FOR THE STATE IN ESSENTIAL AREAS.
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