
conclusion structure argumentative essay
The conclusion structure argumentative essay is often the most overlooked, yet it's arguably the most
crucial part of your academic writing. It’s your final opportunity to leave a lasting impression on your
reader, solidifying your argument and reinforcing the importance of your thesis. This guide will delve
deep into crafting a powerful conclusion, ensuring it effectively summarizes your key points, restates
your thesis in a new light, and offers a compelling final thought. We'll explore the essential
components of a strong argumentative essay conclusion, discuss common pitfalls to avoid, and
provide actionable strategies for writing a conclusion that resonates. Mastering the art of the
concluding section can transform a good essay into a truly memorable one, leaving your audience
with a clear understanding and a sense of closure.

Table of Contents
Understanding the Purpose of an Argumentative Essay Conclusion
Key Components of an Effective Conclusion Structure
Strategies for Restating Your Thesis
Synthesizing Your Main Points
Providing a Final Thought or Call to Action
Common Mistakes to Avoid in Your Conclusion
Tips for Crafting a Memorable Conclusion
Conclusion: The Final Word on Your Argumentative Essay

Understanding the Purpose of an Argumentative Essay
Conclusion

The conclusion of an argumentative essay serves a multifaceted role. It’s not merely a place to
arbitrarily end your paper; rather, it's a carefully constructed segment designed to bring your entire
argument to a satisfying close. Think of it as the final act of a play – it needs to tie up all loose ends,
leave the audience with a profound understanding of the performance, and perhaps even provoke
further thought. In essence, a strong conclusion should remind your reader of what you've argued,
why it matters, and what the broader implications are. It’s your last chance to persuade, to cement
your ideas, and to ensure your thesis statement, which you introduced at the beginning, has been
thoroughly supported and is now understood in its full weight.

This final section is where you demonstrate the significance of your research and analysis. It’s where
you answer the implicit question: "So what?" Why should the reader care about the points you’ve so
diligently made throughout your essay? A well-crafted conclusion doesn't introduce new information
or arguments; instead, it synthesizes and amplifies what has already been presented. It’s the
culmination of your intellectual journey, offering a sense of completeness and reinforcing the
credibility of your stance. Without a robust conclusion, even the most brilliant arguments can fall flat,
leaving the reader feeling unfulfilled and questioning the overall purpose of your essay.



Key Components of an Effective Conclusion Structure

An effective argumentative essay conclusion is built upon several foundational elements that work in
synergy to create a powerful closing statement. While the exact phrasing and order might vary
slightly depending on the essay’s complexity and subject matter, these core components are almost
always present and essential for a well-rounded conclusion.

Restating Your Thesis Statement
This is the cornerstone of your conclusion. However, the key is not to simply copy and paste your
original thesis statement. Instead, you need to rephrase it, demonstrating a deeper understanding
and incorporating the insights gained from the body paragraphs. Think of it as presenting your initial
claim with the added wisdom and evidence you've developed throughout your essay. Your restated
thesis should feel like a natural evolution of your initial argument, showing how your exploration has
validated and enriched your original position.

For instance, if your original thesis was, "The advent of social media has negatively impacted
interpersonal communication," your restated thesis in the conclusion might be: "Consequently, the
pervasive integration of social media platforms has undeniably reshaped the landscape of human
interaction, often at the expense of genuine, in-depth personal connections." This rephrasing uses
more sophisticated vocabulary and subtly hints at the evidence presented in the essay without
explicitly detailing it.

Synthesizing Your Main Points
Your conclusion needs to briefly remind your reader of the key arguments you presented in your body
paragraphs. This isn't a point-by-point regurgitation; rather, it’s a synthesis. You should weave
together the main ideas, showing how they collectively support your thesis. This demonstrates that
your arguments are interconnected and form a cohesive whole. Imagine you're weaving a tapestry;
the conclusion shows how all the different colored threads (your main points) come together to form a
beautiful and unified picture (your thesis).

This synthesis allows the reader to see the overarching pattern of your argument. Instead of just
listing your supporting evidence again, you’re showing how these pieces of evidence logically lead to
your conclusion. For example, if you discussed the brevity of online communication, the impact of
curated online personas, and the decline of face-to-face interactions, your synthesis might highlight
how these distinct yet related issues collectively illustrate the erosion of meaningful communication
skills.

Providing a Final Thought or Call to Action
This is where you elevate your conclusion from a mere summary to a powerful closing statement. A
compelling final thought can be a prediction, a suggestion for future research, a broader implication
of your argument, or even a call to action. It should leave the reader with something to ponder long
after they've finished reading. This element adds a sense of finality and significance to your essay.



A call to action encourages the reader to think or act based on your findings. For example, if your
essay argues for policy changes, your call to action might be to urge readers to support those
changes. Alternatively, a broader implication could discuss how the societal trends you've analyzed
might shape future human behavior. This final piece should resonate and underscore the importance
of your essay's topic and your perspective on it.

Strategies for Restating Your Thesis

Restating your thesis effectively is an art form. It requires you to demonstrate your mastery of the
subject matter without sounding repetitive. The goal is to reintroduce your central argument in a way
that acknowledges the journey your essay has taken. It should feel like a natural culmination of the
evidence and analysis you’ve provided, not just a rehashing of your introduction. This is your
opportunity to show how your initial claim has been proven and expanded upon.

One effective strategy is to change the sentence structure and vocabulary significantly while retaining
the core meaning of your original thesis. Think about synonyms and alternative phrasing that capture
the essence of your argument with new words. Another approach is to frame your thesis in the
context of the broader implications you've discussed. For example, if your initial thesis was a direct
statement, your restated thesis could begin with a phrase that reflects the outcome of your argument,
such as "Ultimately, the evidence overwhelmingly suggests..." or "In light of the preceding analysis, it
is clear that..."

Furthermore, consider the specific nuances you've explored in your body paragraphs. Your restated
thesis can subtly incorporate these insights. If your essay delved into specific examples or case
studies, your restatement can allude to the general trend these examples represent. This shows how
your argument has been strengthened and validated through detailed exploration, making the
restated thesis feel earned and more impactful than the original assertion.

Synthesizing Your Main Points

Synthesizing your main points in an argumentative essay conclusion involves more than just listing
them. It’s about demonstrating how these individual points work together to build a robust and
cohesive argument that leads directly to your thesis. You are essentially showing the reader the grand
design, how the individual bricks you’ve laid have formed a solid structure.

Think of it as connecting the dots. You've presented evidence and analysis for each of your main
points. In the conclusion, you draw lines between these points, highlighting their relationship and their
collective contribution to your overall argument. For instance, if you argued that a particular policy
leads to economic inequality, and then discussed how this inequality impacts social mobility, your
synthesis would connect these two ideas, showing how the policy's economic effects directly manifest
in reduced social mobility. This demonstrates a higher level of critical thinking and understanding.

A successful synthesis avoids simply reiterating topic sentences. Instead, it recasts these ideas in a
broader context, emphasizing their shared implications for your thesis. You might use transitional



phrases that signal a summation of ideas, such as "In conjunction with these findings," "Taken
together, these points illustrate," or "The cumulative effect of these arguments reveals..." This
approach ensures that the reader understands not just what you discussed, but why it collectively
matters for your argument.

Providing a Final Thought or Call to Action

The final thought or call to action is the crescendo of your argumentative essay. It’s the moment you
leave your reader with something memorable and thought-provoking. This isn't just about ending the
essay; it's about extending its impact beyond the page. A well-crafted concluding thought can
transform your reader's understanding and encourage them to engage with your ideas on a deeper
level.

A final thought can take many forms. It might be a reflection on the broader societal implications of
your argument. For instance, if you've argued for the importance of media literacy, your final thought
could touch upon the future of informed citizenship in an increasingly complex media landscape.
Alternatively, you could offer a prediction about future trends related to your topic, grounded in the
evidence you've presented. This shows foresight and reinforces the relevance of your argument.

A call to action, on the other hand, is more direct. It prompts the reader to do something – to
reconsider their own views, to advocate for change, or to seek further information. For example, if
your essay advocates for environmental conservation, a call to action might be to encourage readers
to adopt sustainable practices in their daily lives. It's crucial that any call to action is logical and
directly supported by the arguments made in your essay; it shouldn't come out of left field. The aim is
to inspire action or further contemplation, making your essay a catalyst for thought and engagement.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Your Conclusion

Even experienced writers can stumble when crafting a conclusion. Recognizing common pitfalls is the
first step to avoiding them and ensuring your final section is as impactful as the rest of your essay.
These errors can undermine the strength of your argument and leave your reader feeling unsatisfied.

One of the most frequent mistakes is introducing new information or arguments. Your conclusion is a
place for synthesis and reflection, not for presenting novel ideas. Bringing in new evidence or points
here confuses the reader and suggests that you haven't fully developed your arguments within the
body of the essay. It’s like trying to add another room to a house after the foundation has already
been laid and the roof is on – it doesn’t quite fit and can weaken the overall structure.

Another common error is being too brief or simply summarizing without adding any value. A
conclusion that merely restates the thesis and mentions the main points without offering any final
thought or broader implication feels anticlimactic. It fails to leave a lasting impression. Conversely,
being too lengthy and repetitive can bore the reader. The conclusion should be concise and impactful,
effectively bringing closure without overstaying its welcome. Finally, an apology or a hesitant tone,
such as "I may not be an expert, but...", weakens your credibility and undermines your argument.



Tips for Crafting a Memorable Conclusion

Creating a memorable conclusion for your argumentative essay involves a deliberate approach to
sentence construction and thematic emphasis. You want to leave your reader with a strong sense of
closure and a reinforced understanding of your argument's significance. It’s your final handshake with
the reader, so make it firm and memorable.

Begin by thinking about the "so what?" factor. After presenting all your evidence and analysis, what is
the ultimate takeaway? What broader significance does your argument hold? Consider linking your
specific topic to larger societal trends, ethical considerations, or future possibilities. For instance, if
you've argued for the importance of digital literacy for young people, you might conclude by
emphasizing its role in fostering informed citizenship and democratic participation in the digital age.

Another effective strategy is to use a compelling final sentence that echoes or alludes to your
introduction. This creates a sense of thematic unity and circularity in your essay, bringing the reader
back to the initial hook or question with new insight. This technique can provide a satisfying sense of
completeness. Lastly, ensure your language is strong and confident. Avoid tentative phrasing. Use
active voice and powerful vocabulary to underscore the conviction in your argument. The goal is to
end with authority, leaving no doubt about the validity and importance of your position.

Conclusion: The Final Word on Your Argumentative
Essay

Mastering the conclusion structure of an argumentative essay is about more than just tying up loose
ends; it's about crafting a powerful final statement that solidifies your argument and leaves a lasting
impact. By effectively restating your thesis, synthesizing your key points, and offering a compelling
final thought or call to action, you can elevate your essay from merely informative to truly persuasive.
Remember to avoid introducing new information and to strike a balance between conciseness and
completeness. A well-executed conclusion is your final opportunity to convince your reader of your
argument's validity and significance, ensuring your hard work resonates long after the last sentence
is read.

The structure we've explored—reiteration of thesis, synthesis of arguments, and a powerful closing
statement—provides a robust framework. However, the true art lies in how you infuse this structure
with your unique insights and persuasive voice. Consider the broader implications of your topic,
encourage further thought, or even inspire action. The goal is not just to end an essay, but to
conclude a conversation, leaving your reader with a clear understanding and a renewed perspective.
By diligently applying these principles, you can ensure your argumentative essays always finish with
the strong, decisive flourish they deserve.

Q: What is the primary function of a conclusion in an



argumentative essay?
A: The primary function of a conclusion in an argumentative essay is to summarize the main points,
restate the thesis in a new light, and leave the reader with a final thought or call to action that
reinforces the essay's argument and its significance.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in the conclusion of an
argumentative essay?
A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or arguments in the conclusion of an argumentative
essay. The conclusion is for synthesizing and reinforcing what has already been presented, not for
introducing novel information.

Q: How many times should my thesis statement appear in an
argumentative essay?
A: Your thesis statement should generally appear once in the introduction and then be restated in the
conclusion. It should not be repeated verbatim but rephrased to reflect the insights gained from the
body paragraphs.

Q: What are some effective ways to restate a thesis in an
argumentative essay conclusion?
A: Effective ways to restate a thesis include using different vocabulary and sentence structure,
framing it within the broader implications of your argument, or connecting it to the overall outcome of
your analysis.

Q: What does it mean to "synthesize" main points in a
conclusion?
A: Synthesizing main points means weaving together the key arguments from your body paragraphs
to show how they collectively support your thesis, rather than simply listing them. It's about
demonstrating their interconnectedness and shared impact.

Q: Can you give an example of a "final thought" in an
argumentative essay conclusion?
A: A final thought could be a prediction about future trends related to your topic, a reflection on the
broader societal implications of your argument, or a statement about the lasting importance of your
thesis.



Q: What is a "call to action" in an argumentative essay
conclusion?
A: A call to action is a concluding statement that prompts the reader to think, act, or reconsider their
views based on the arguments presented in the essay. It encourages engagement beyond the reading
experience.

Q: How long should an argumentative essay conclusion be?
A: The length of a conclusion can vary, but it should generally be proportionate to the length of the
essay. It should be substantial enough to adequately summarize and provide a final thought, but not
so long that it becomes repetitive or dilutes its impact.

Q: What is the difference between summarizing and
synthesizing in a conclusion?
A: Summarizing involves briefly restating the main points. Synthesizing involves explaining how these
points connect and work together to support the overall thesis, demonstrating a deeper level of
understanding of their collective meaning.
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