
communist manifesto's take on power
The Communist Manifesto, penned by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, remains a foundational text in
political philosophy, offering a radical perspective on societal structures and the inherent nature of
power. Understanding the Communist Manifesto's take on power is crucial for grasping its critique of
capitalism and its vision for a communist society. This article will delve into how Marx and Engels
viewed power dynamics, the role of class struggle in its acquisition and maintenance, and the
ultimate abolition of power as we understand it in a class-divided world. We will explore the concept
of "dictatorship of the proletariat" and the transitionary phase towards a stateless, classless society,
illuminating the Manifesto's profound and enduring impact on discussions of political authority and
social change.
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The Bourgeoisie and the Seizure of Power

The Communist Manifesto meticulously dissects the historical trajectory of societal evolution,
identifying the bourgeoisie as the revolutionary class that overthrew feudalism and seized political
power. Marx and Engels argue that throughout history, power has consistently resided with the
dominant economic class. In the era of capitalism, this class, the bourgeoisie, rose to prominence by
dismantling the old feudal order. Their power was not merely political but deeply embedded in their
control over the means of production – factories, land, and capital.

The Manifesto highlights how the bourgeoisie, in its ascendance, utilized its economic might to
reshape society in its own image. This involved not only the subjugation of the aristocracy but also
the creation of a new, exploited class: the proletariat. The bourgeoisie's control over the state
apparatus, its ability to shape laws, and its influence over ideological institutions all stem from its
economic dominance. The seizure of power by the bourgeoisie was, therefore, a direct consequence



of its material strength and its ability to organize and direct societal forces for its own benefit.

Engels and Marx describe this process as a continuous revolution. The bourgeoisie cannot exist
without constantly revolutionizing the instruments of production, and consequently the relations of
production, and with them the whole relations of society. This perpetual upheaval is essential for
maintaining their power and expanding their economic base. The transformation from feudalism to
capitalism, and the subsequent concentration of power within the bourgeoisie, serves as a historical
precedent for the proletariat's future struggle.

Class Struggle as the Engine of Power Dynamics

Central to the Communist Manifesto's take on power is the concept of class struggle. Marx and Engels
famously declared that "the history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles."
This assertion posits that power is not a static entity but a dynamic force constantly contested
between opposing social classes. Each epoch is defined by the dominant class and its relationship
with the exploited class, a relationship characterized by inherent conflict and the struggle for control
over resources and societal direction.

The bourgeoisie and the proletariat represent the most recent and, in the Manifesto's view, the
ultimate manifestation of this enduring class antagonism. The power of the bourgeoisie is maintained
through its control over the means of production, while the proletariat, possessing only their labor
power, are exploited. This fundamental division creates an irreconcilable conflict, driving the historical
process forward. The struggle for power, therefore, is not an optional add-on to history; it is the very
engine that propels it.

The Manifesto details how this struggle manifests in various forms, from economic exploitation to
political oppression. The bourgeoisie wields its power to suppress any threats to its dominance, using
the state as its primary tool. However, this very oppression, the Manifesto argues, breeds resistance
and ultimately fuels the proletariat's revolutionary consciousness. The intensification of the class
struggle, driven by the inherent contradictions of capitalism, is what sets the stage for the
proletariat's eventual bid for power.

The State as an Instrument of Bourgeois Power

The Communist Manifesto presents a critical view of the state, characterizing it not as a neutral
arbiter but as a tool wielded by the dominant class to maintain its power and privilege. In a capitalist
society, the state is seen as an executive committee of the bourgeoisie, serving to protect private
property, enforce contracts favorable to capital, and suppress any movements that threaten the
established order.

Marx and Engels argue that the laws, the police, the military, and even the judicial system are all
instruments designed to preserve the power of the ruling class. The state’s function is to ensure the
smooth operation of capitalist production and to perpetuate the exploitation of the proletariat.
Ideological institutions, such as education and the media, also play a role in reinforcing bourgeois



ideology and obscuring the true nature of power relations.

The idea of the state as an instrument of class power is a cornerstone of the Manifesto. It explains
why reforms within the existing state structure are often insufficient to achieve genuine social
transformation. True change, according to the Manifesto, requires the overthrow of this bourgeois
state apparatus. The proletariat must seize control of this instrument of oppression and transform it
into a vehicle for its own liberation.

The Proletariat's Rise to Power

The Communist Manifesto doesn't just analyze existing power structures; it also outlines a
revolutionary pathway for the proletariat to seize power. This rise to power is presented as an
inevitable consequence of the contradictions inherent in capitalism and the growing awareness and
organization of the working class. As capitalism develops, it concentrates workers in factories,
fostering a sense of shared experience and a collective identity.

This collective identity, coupled with the increasing immiseration and exploitation experienced by the
proletariat, fuels the development of class consciousness. The Manifesto emphasizes that the
proletariat is not just a passive victim of capitalist exploitation but an active agent of historical
change. Their struggle is not merely for economic survival but for the fundamental restructuring of
society and the abolition of class distinctions.

The Manifesto predicts that the proletariat will eventually develop the political organization and
revolutionary will necessary to overthrow the bourgeoisie and its state. This will be a decisive, often
violent, break from the past. The proletariat's rise to power signifies a fundamental shift in the locus
of authority, moving from the owners of capital to the collective body of the working class.

The Dictatorship of the Proletariat

A key, and often debated, aspect of the Communist Manifesto's take on power is the concept of the
"dictatorship of the proletariat." This is not intended as a tyrannical rule by a select few, but rather as
a transitional phase where the proletariat, as the overwhelming majority of the population, exercises
political power to dismantle the vestiges of bourgeois society and establish a communist system.

During this phase, the proletariat would utilize the state apparatus, now under their control, to
suppress counter-revolutionary forces, expropriate the means of production from the bourgeoisie, and
begin the process of collectivization and social reorganization. The goal is to eliminate the economic
basis for class division and, consequently, the need for a coercive state apparatus.

Marx and Engels envisioned this as a necessary, albeit temporary, stage. The "dictatorship" aspect
refers to the exercise of centralized power by the working class to achieve its revolutionary aims. It is
a means to an end – the end being a society free from exploitation and oppression, where power, as
understood in a class-divided society, is rendered obsolete.



Abolishing Power: The Communist Ideal

The ultimate aim of the Communist Manifesto, in its take on power, is not the establishment of a new
ruling class but the abolition of power altogether, as it has been historically understood. In a truly
communist society, with no private ownership of the means of production and no class divisions, the
need for a coercive state or any form of hierarchical power structure would theoretically disappear.

Marx and Engels envisioned a stateless, classless society where the administration of common affairs
would be a matter of public concern, managed by the collective will of the people. The old bourgeois
society, with its inherent antagonisms and struggles for power, would be replaced by a free
association of producers. In this envisioned future, power would not be concentrated in the hands of
individuals or groups but distributed amongst all members of society.

The transition through the dictatorship of the proletariat is seen as the necessary, albeit challenging,
bridge to this final stage. The Manifesto offers a vision of a future where the historical cycle of
domination and subjugation is broken, leading to a radical redefinition of power itself – from an
instrument of control and coercion to a form of collective self-governance and cooperative
management of resources.

Conclusion: The Manifesto's Enduring Take on Power

The Communist Manifesto's take on power is unequivocally that of a force intrinsically linked to
economic class structures and historical conflict. It presents a compelling analysis of how power has
been historically wielded by dominant economic classes, particularly the bourgeoisie, through the
control of the means of production and the state apparatus. The Manifesto argues that class struggle
is the driving force behind societal change, leading to the inevitable confrontation between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat.

The revolutionary seizure of power by the proletariat, followed by the transitional phase of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, is posited as the necessary means to dismantle capitalist exploitation.
Ultimately, the Manifesto's vision extends beyond the mere transfer of power; it aims for the abolition
of power itself in a classless, stateless communist society, where collective administration replaces
hierarchical control. This profound and enduring perspective on power continues to shape political
discourse and inspire movements for social transformation worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Communist Manifesto's core argument about
power?
The Communist Manifesto argues that throughout history, power has always resided with the
dominant economic class, which uses its control over the means of production to maintain its rule and
exploit other classes.



According to the Manifesto, who holds power in capitalist
society?
In capitalist society, the Manifesto states that power is held by the bourgeoisie, the class that owns
the means of production (factories, land, etc.), and they wield this power to exploit the proletariat (the
working class).

How does the Manifesto describe the relationship between
economic power and political power?
The Manifesto posits that economic power is the foundation of political power. The ruling economic
class also controls the state apparatus, shaping laws and institutions to serve its interests and
suppress dissent.

What does the Manifesto propose as the ultimate source of
power for the proletariat?
The Manifesto's ultimate proposed source of power for the proletariat is collective action and
revolution. By uniting and seizing control of the means of production, they can overthrow the
bourgeoisie and establish a new power structure.

Does the Communist Manifesto advocate for a specific form of
power after the revolution?
Yes, the Manifesto outlines a transitional phase where the proletariat would establish a 'dictatorship of
the proletariat' to dismantle the old capitalist power structures and pave the way for a classless
society.

What is the role of the state in the Manifesto's discussion of
power?
The Manifesto views the state as an instrument of class oppression, serving the interests of the ruling
class. Once a classless society is achieved, the state, as an institution of class rule, is expected to
'wither away'.

How does the Manifesto address the concentration of power
under capitalism?
The Manifesto highlights the tendency of capitalism to concentrate wealth and power in the hands of
a few, leading to monopolies and increased exploitation of the majority by a small elite.

What power does the Manifesto attribute to ideas and
ideology?
The Manifesto acknowledges that the ruling class also uses ideology (e.g., religion, morality, law) as a
tool to legitimize its power and influence the consciousness of the oppressed, making them more



amenable to their exploitation.

What does the Manifesto suggest about the power of
international solidarity among workers?
The Manifesto famously calls for international solidarity among workers, believing that their shared
class interest transcends national boundaries and that united, they possess significant power to
challenge global capitalism.

In essence, what does the Communist Manifesto aim to
achieve regarding power structures?
The Communist Manifesto fundamentally aims to dismantle existing power structures based on class
exploitation and establish a new system where power is collectively held by the working class, leading
to a stateless, classless communist society.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the Communist Manifesto's take on power, with descriptions:

1.

The Bourgeoisie's Grasp
This book explores the concept of the bourgeoisie as the ruling class, as outlined in the Communist
Manifesto. It delves into how this class maintains its dominance through economic control and the
manipulation of societal structures. The analysis focuses on the mechanisms by which the bourgeoisie
perpetuates its power and influence over the proletariat. It examines the historical development of
bourgeois power and its implications for social change.

2.

Proletarian Uprising: The Engine of Change
This title examines the role of the proletariat as the revolutionary force capable of overthrowing
existing power structures, as envisioned by Marx and Engels. It analyzes the conditions that lead to
widespread worker consciousness and collective action. The book details how the proletariat, by
seizing the means of production, aims to dismantle the power of the bourgeoisie. It explores the
theoretical underpinnings of a proletariat-led revolution.

3.

The Dictatorship of the Proletariat Explained
This work unpacks the controversial concept of the "dictatorship of the proletariat." It clarifies that
this is not necessarily a tyrannical rule but rather a transitional phase where the working class holds
state power to suppress counter-revolutionaries. The book explores how this temporary power
structure is intended to pave the way for a classless society. It examines historical attempts to



implement this concept and their outcomes.

4.

State Power and the Means of Production
This book scrutinizes the relationship between state power and control over the means of production,
a central theme in the Communist Manifesto. It argues that the ruling class in any given epoch uses
state power to protect its ownership of the means of production. The analysis focuses on how the
proletariat, through revolution, must seize these means and, consequently, state power to establish a
new order. It highlights the inextricability of economic control and political authority.

5.

Class Struggle: The Universal Conflict
This title positions class struggle as the fundamental driving force of history, a core tenet of the
Communist Manifesto's understanding of power dynamics. It traces how the inherent conflict between
the oppressor and oppressed classes has shaped societies throughout time. The book illustrates how
the bourgeoisie and proletariat are locked in a perpetual struggle for power and resources. It
emphasizes that this conflict is the inevitable precursor to socialist revolution.

6.

The Abolition of Private Property and State Power
This book delves into the Manifesto's call for the abolition of private property, linking this economic
reform directly to the dismantling of class-based state power. It explains how private ownership of the
means of production is the bedrock upon which bourgeois power rests. The text argues that by
collectively owning these means, the need for a state that primarily serves the interests of the
propertied class will wither away. It explores the theoretical implications of this radical shift.

7.

From Feudalism to Capitalism: Power Shifts
This work analyzes the historical transitions of power structures, from feudalism to capitalism, as
precursors to the Communist Manifesto's predicted shift to socialism. It examines how new modes of
production have historically led to the rise and fall of dominant classes and their respective forms of
power. The book highlights the cyclical nature of power consolidation and overthrow driven by
economic change. It uses these historical shifts to contextualize the Manifesto's analysis of
contemporary power.

8.

The Communist Vision: A Stateless Society
This title explores the ultimate goal of communism as described in the Manifesto: the establishment
of a classless, stateless society. It discusses how, with the abolition of class antagonism and private
property, the functions of the state as an instrument of oppression would become obsolete. The book
envisions a society where power is not concentrated in the hands of a ruling elite but is collectively
managed. It presents the vision of a truly liberated human existence.



9.

Ideology and the Maintenance of Power
This book examines how dominant ideologies are used by ruling classes to maintain their power, a
concept implicit in the Communist Manifesto's critique of capitalist society. It analyzes how ideas,
beliefs, and cultural norms are shaped to legitimize existing power structures and obscure the
realities of exploitation. The text explores how the bourgeoisie employs ideology to prevent the
proletariat from recognizing their collective power and interests. It argues that a successful revolution
requires a counter-ideology.
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