
communist manifesto what is the goal
The Communist Manifesto, a foundational text of Marxist theory, outlines a radical vision for
societal transformation. Authored by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, this influential
pamphlet, first published in 1848, dissects historical class struggles and proposes a
revolutionary path toward a classless society. Understanding the core tenets of the
Communist Manifesto, particularly its ultimate objective, is crucial for grasping its enduring
impact on political thought and social movements worldwide. This article delves into the
fundamental question: "Communist Manifesto, what is the goal?" We will explore the
historical context, the critique of capitalism, the role of the proletariat, and the envisioned
communist society, providing a comprehensive overview of the Manifesto's central
aspirations.
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The Historical Context of the Communist
Manifesto

To fully comprehend the goals articulated in the Communist Manifesto, it is essential to
understand the socio-economic and political landscape of mid-19th century Europe. The
Industrial Revolution was in full swing, transforming societies from agrarian to industrial
powerhouses. This period witnessed the rise of a new economic system, capitalism,
characterized by private ownership of the means of production and the pursuit of profit.
While capitalism brought about unprecedented technological advancements and increased
production, it also created stark social inequalities.

Working-class populations, often referred to as the proletariat, faced appalling living and
working conditions. Long hours, low wages, dangerous factories, and inadequate housing
were commonplace. The burgeoning bourgeoisie, or capitalist class, amassed significant



wealth and power, controlling the factories, land, and capital. This stark division between
the owners of capital and the laborers who depended on them for survival formed the
bedrock of Marx and Engels' analysis.

Political systems of the time were largely dominated by monarchies and aristocratic elites,
with limited political representation for the working classes. Revolutions and uprisings, such
as the Revolutions of 1848, swept across Europe, fueled by a desire for political and
economic reform. It was within this context of widespread social unrest and a growing
awareness of class disparities that the Communist Manifesto was conceived, aiming to
provide a theoretical framework and a call to action for the oppressed masses.

Understanding the Communist Manifesto: What is
the Goal?

At its core, the primary goal of the Communist Manifesto is the establishment of a classless
society, free from exploitation and alienation. Marx and Engels argued that throughout
history, society has been characterized by a continuous struggle between opposing classes
– oppressors and the oppressed. In their analysis of the capitalist era, this struggle was
primarily between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.

The Manifesto posits that under capitalism, the bourgeoisie, by owning the means of
production, extracts surplus value from the labor of the proletariat. This surplus value,
representing the difference between the value of the goods produced and the wages paid
to the workers, becomes the source of profit for the capitalists and the perpetuation of their
dominance. The ultimate aim, therefore, is to dismantle this exploitative system and create
a society where the means of production are owned collectively by the community, or the
state, for the benefit of all.

This envisioned communist society would be one where the "free development of each is
the condition for the free development of all." It signifies an end to class distinctions,
economic inequality, and the social ills that arise from them. The Manifesto does not
advocate for the complete abolition of property in general, but rather for the abolition of
bourgeois private property – the private ownership of the means of production that allows
for the exploitation of labor.

The Communist Manifesto's Critique of Capitalism

The Communist Manifesto launches a scathing critique of capitalism, identifying its inherent
contradictions and destructive tendencies. Marx and Engels argued that capitalism, while
revolutionary in its own historical context by overthrowing feudalism and unleashing
productive forces, inevitably sows the seeds of its own destruction.

One of the central criticisms is the phenomenon of alienation. Under capitalism, workers are
alienated from the product of their labor, from the process of labor itself, from their fellow



human beings, and from their own human potential. The work becomes monotonous,
repetitive, and divorced from any sense of craftsmanship or personal fulfillment. The worker
is reduced to a mere cog in the machinery of production, serving the interests of capital.

Furthermore, the Manifesto highlights the cyclical nature of capitalist crises, such as booms
and busts, leading to widespread unemployment and economic instability. The drive for
profit compels capitalists to constantly expand production, leading to periods of
overproduction that result in the destruction of wealth and immense suffering for the
working class. The pursuit of individual gain, the authors contend, ultimately leads to
collective ruin.

Another key critique is the concentration of wealth and power in the hands of a few. As
capitalism develops, the gap between the rich and the poor widens, exacerbating social
tensions. The bourgeoisie, driven by the incessant need to accumulate capital, is seen as
inherently exploitative, treating labor as a commodity to be bought and sold at the lowest
possible price.

The Role of the Proletariat in Achieving
Communist Goals

The Communist Manifesto identifies the proletariat, the industrial working class, as the
revolutionary agent capable of overthrowing capitalism and ushering in a communist
society. Marx and Engels believed that the proletariat, by virtue of their shared experience
of exploitation and their numerical strength, possessed the collective power to achieve this
transformation.

The Manifesto argues that as capitalism develops, the proletariat grows in size and
becomes increasingly concentrated in urban centers and large factories. This concentration
fosters a sense of class consciousness, enabling workers to recognize their common
interests and their shared struggle against the bourgeoisie. The very conditions of their
oppression, the authors suggest, create the material basis for their emancipation.

The proletariat is seen as uniquely positioned to carry out the revolution because they have
"nothing to lose but their chains." Unlike other classes, who may have vested interests in
the existing capitalist system, the proletariat has no ownership of the means of production
and thus no stake in preserving it. Their liberation, therefore, would be the liberation of all
humanity from the shackles of class society.

The Manifesto calls for the proletariat to organize themselves into a political party, the
Communist Party, which would act as the vanguard of the revolution. This party would
guide the working class, educate them about their historical mission, and lead them in the
struggle to seize state power and establish the dictatorship of the proletariat, a transitional
phase leading to communism.



The Abolition of Private Property and its
Significance

One of the most controversial and misunderstood aspects of the Communist Manifesto is its
call for the "abolition of bourgeois private property." It is crucial to differentiate this from
the abolition of all property. The Manifesto specifically targets the private ownership of the
means of production – factories, land, machinery, etc. – which is seen as the foundation of
capitalist exploitation.

The authors argue that this form of private property allows a small class of capitalists to
control the economic destinies of the vast majority of the population. By abolishing
bourgeois private property, the goal is to transfer ownership and control of these
productive assets to the community as a whole. This collective ownership would, in theory,
eliminate the basis for exploitation and ensure that the fruits of labor are distributed
equitably.

The Manifesto suggests several transitional measures that would contribute to this process,
including:

Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public purposes.

A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.

Abolition of all rights of inheritance.

Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.

Centralization of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a national bank with
state capital and an exclusive monopoly.

Centralization of the means of communication and transport in the hands of the state.

Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the state; the bringing
into cultivation of wastelands, and the improvement of the soil generally in
accordance with a common plan.

Equal liability of all to labour. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for
agriculture.

Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries, gradually bringing about
the same progressive)…removal of the distinction between town and country by a
more equable distribution of the population over the country.

Public and free education for all children. Abolition of children’s factory labour in its
present form. Combination of education with industrial production, &c. &c.



These measures are presented as steps towards a society where production is organized for
the common good, rather than for private profit. The ultimate aim is to create an economic
system that serves human needs and fosters universal well-being.

The Vision of a Communist Society

The Communist Manifesto offers a glimpse into the ultimate vision of a communist society,
a stateless and classless utopia. In this ideal state, the antagonisms that plague capitalist
society would cease to exist. The state, seen as an instrument of class oppression, would
wither away as its function of maintaining class rule becomes obsolete.

In such a society, the principle of "From each according to his ability, to each according to
his need" would be realized. Production would be organized collectively, and resources
would be distributed based on the requirements of individuals. This would signify the end of
poverty, scarcity, and economic inequality.

The Manifesto also anticipates the eradication of social and cultural alienation. With the
abolition of class divisions and the exploitative nature of labor, individuals would be free to
pursue their multifaceted interests and develop their full potential. The distinction between
mental and manual labor, and between town and country, would be overcome.

This communist society represents the culmination of human history, a stage beyond class
struggle and exploitation. It is a society characterized by cooperation, equality, and the
unfettered development of human capabilities. While the Manifesto does not provide
exhaustive details on the day-to-day functioning of such a society, it clearly articulates its
foundational principles and its ultimate aspirations for human emancipation.

Common Misconceptions about the Communist
Manifesto's Goals

Despite its profound influence, the goals of the Communist Manifesto are often subject to
widespread misunderstanding and misrepresentation. One of the most persistent
misconceptions is that communism, as envisioned by Marx and Engels, advocates for the
confiscation of all personal property, including everyday belongings. This is inaccurate; the
Manifesto's focus is specifically on the abolition of bourgeois private property, which refers
to the ownership of the means of production by the capitalist class.

Another common misconception is that the communist goal is to create a society where
everyone is identical and individual initiative is suppressed. In reality, the Manifesto
champions the "free development of each" as the condition for the "free development of
all." The aim is not to homogenize humanity but to liberate individuals from the constraints
of class society, allowing for a richer and more diverse expression of human potential.



Furthermore, the idea that communism inherently leads to authoritarianism is often
projected onto the Manifesto's goals. While historical attempts to implement communist
ideals have often resulted in authoritarian regimes, Marx and Engels envisioned a stateless
society in the final stage of communism, where the state, as an instrument of class
oppression, would have withered away. The "dictatorship of the proletariat" was conceived
as a temporary transitional phase, not an end in itself.

Finally, the notion that the Communist Manifesto is solely about economic redistribution is
an oversimplification. While economic equality is a crucial component, the Manifesto also
addresses issues of alienation, social injustice, and the need for human liberation from
exploitative social structures. The goal is a fundamental transformation of society,
encompassing economic, social, and political dimensions.

The Enduring Legacy and Relevance of the
Communist Manifesto's Goals

The Communist Manifesto, despite being written over 170 years ago, continues to resonate
and spark debate, with its core goals remaining relevant in various contexts. The
Manifesto's analysis of capitalism, its critique of inequality, and its call for social justice
have inspired numerous movements for social change across the globe.

While the specific historical conditions that gave rise to the Manifesto have evolved, many
of its observations about the inherent contradictions within capitalism, the tendency
towards economic inequality, and the alienation experienced by workers remain pertinent.
Discussions about wealth distribution, precarious labor, and the power of corporations echo
themes first articulated in the Manifesto.

The enduring legacy of the Communist Manifesto lies in its power to provoke critical
thinking about societal structures and power dynamics. It compels readers to question the
status quo and to consider alternative ways of organizing society that prioritize human well-
being and equality over profit and private accumulation.

Even for those who do not subscribe to its revolutionary prescriptions, the Manifesto's
intellectual contribution to understanding class struggle, historical materialism, and the
potential for social transformation is undeniable. Its central question, "Communist
Manifesto, what is the goal?" continues to prompt crucial conversations about the kind of
society we wish to build.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Communist Manifesto's primary goal is the establishment of a classless,
stateless society where the means of production are collectively owned and operated for
the benefit of all. This vision seeks to abolish exploitation, alienation, and the inherent
inequalities produced by capitalism. By empowering the proletariat to overthrow the



bourgeoisie, Marx and Engels aimed to create a society based on principles of equality,
cooperation, and the full development of human potential. Understanding the nuanced
aspirations of the Communist Manifesto requires moving beyond simplistic interpretations
and engaging with its profound analysis of historical class struggles and its radical
proposals for a transformed world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ultimate goal of the Communist Manifesto?
The ultimate goal of the Communist Manifesto is to achieve a classless society where the
means of production are owned by the community, leading to the abolition of private
property and exploitation.

How does the Communist Manifesto propose to achieve
its goals?
It proposes to achieve its goals through a proletarian revolution, where the working class
overthrows the bourgeoisie (capitalist class) and establishes a dictatorship of the proletariat
as a transitional phase.

What is the role of private property in the Communist
Manifesto's vision?
The Communist Manifesto advocates for the abolition of private property, particularly the
ownership of the means of production, as it views private property as the foundation of
class oppression and exploitation.

What does 'classless society' mean according to the
Communist Manifesto?
A classless society, as envisioned in the Manifesto, means a society without distinct social
classes based on ownership of the means of production. This would eliminate the
exploitation of one class by another.

What is the 'dictatorship of the proletariat' and why is
it considered a goal?
The 'dictatorship of the proletariat' is a transitional state where the working class holds
political power to suppress counter-revolutionary efforts and reorganize society towards
communism. It's a necessary step to dismantle the old order and build the new.

Does the Communist Manifesto aim for a stateless



society?
While not explicitly detailed as a final immediate goal, the underlying philosophy suggests
that with the abolition of class distinctions and private property, the state, as an instrument
of class oppression, would eventually wither away.

What is the Communist Manifesto's stance on
capitalism in relation to its goals?
The Communist Manifesto views capitalism as a system inherently driven by class struggle
and exploitation. Its goal is to abolish capitalism and replace it with a communist system.

What does the Manifesto mean by 'emancipation of all
mankind'?
The 'emancipation of all mankind' signifies the liberation of all individuals from the
constraints of class-based society, economic exploitation, and alienation, allowing for the
full development of human potential.

Is the goal of the Communist Manifesto about achieving
equality?
Yes, a core goal of the Communist Manifesto is to achieve economic and social equality by
eliminating class disparities and ensuring that the benefits of production are shared by all
members of society.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the goals of the Communist Manifesto, with descriptions:

1.

The Spectre and the State: Understanding Marx's Vision
This book delves into the theoretical underpinnings of the Communist Manifesto, exploring
Marx's critique of capitalism and his conception of a stateless, classless society. It analyzes
the historical context of the Manifesto's publication and its enduring influence on political
thought. The author unpacks concepts like historical materialism and the dictatorship of the
proletariat as necessary steps toward achieving the ultimate communist goal.

2.

From Each According to His Ability: The Egalitarian
Dream
Focusing on the core principle of communist distribution, this work examines the practical
and philosophical implications of a society where resources are shared based on need and



contribution. It explores historical attempts to implement this ideal and the challenges
faced in creating true economic equality. The book considers whether this ultimate goal is a
utopian aspiration or a realizable future.

3.

The Abolition of Private Property: A Historical
Perspective
This title investigates the Manifesto's radical call for the abolition of private property as a
means to eliminate exploitation and class struggle. It traces the historical arguments for
and against private ownership, examining different interpretations of what "private
property" truly encompasses. The book analyzes the potential societal transformations that
would result from such a fundamental shift.

4.

Classless Society: Myth or Mandate?
This book critically assesses the feasibility and desirability of achieving a truly classless
society as envisioned by Marx and Engels. It examines the historical failures and successes
of movements aiming for this goal, considering the persistent nature of social stratification.
The author debates whether the abolition of class is a necessary endpoint or an
unattainable ideal.

5.

The Emancipation of Labour: Beyond Wage Slavery
This work focuses on the Manifesto's objective of liberating the working class from the
conditions of wage labor under capitalism. It explores the concept of alienation and the
desire for meaningful, self-directed work. The book analyzes how a communist society aims
to transform the nature of labor and provide workers with genuine autonomy.

6.

The Dictatorship of the Proletariat: A Transitional Phase
This title examines the controversial concept of the dictatorship of the proletariat, outlining
its role as a necessary transitional stage according to Marxist theory. It discusses the
arguments for and against this phase, exploring its potential for both liberation and
oppression. The book analyzes how this supposed temporary measure is intended to pave
the way for the ultimate communist state.

7.

Global Revolution: The Internationalist Ambition
This book explores the Manifesto's powerful call for international solidarity among the
working classes of all nations. It examines the concept of a global revolution as the ultimate
means to overthrow capitalism and establish a worldwide communist system. The author



discusses the historical attempts at international communist movements and their varying
degrees of success.

8.

The Withering Away of the State: The Final Goal
This work delves into the ultimate objective outlined in the Communist Manifesto: the
disappearance of the state altogether. It analyzes the theoretical reasons for this eventual
demise, positing that the state is an instrument of class oppression that will become
obsolete once classes are abolished. The book explores the philosophical implications of a
stateless, anarchist-communist society.

9.

The Communist Manifesto Explained: A Modern
Interpretation
This contemporary guide offers a clear and accessible explanation of the core tenets and
aspirations of the Communist Manifesto for a modern audience. It breaks down complex
historical and philosophical concepts, contextualizing them within current global
challenges. The book aims to illuminate the enduring relevance of the Manifesto's goals,
such as social justice and economic equality.
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