COMMUNIST MANIFESTO MAIN ARGUMENTS ON ABOLITION OF
SLAVERY

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT OF MARXIST THEORY, FAMOUSLY EXPOUNDS ON A RADICAL VISION FOR
SOCIETAL TRANSFORMATION. \WHILE OFTEN REMEMBERED FOR ITS ANALYSIS OF CLASS STRUGGLE AND THE CALL FOR
PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION, A SIGNIFICANT, THOUGH PERHAPS LESS EMPHASIZED, STRAND OF ITS ARGUMENTATION DIRECTLY
ADDRESSES THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY AND ITS INHERENT INJUSTICES. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE DEEPLY INTO THE COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO MAIN ARGUMENTS ON ABOLITION OF SLAVERY, EXAMINING HOW MARX AND ENGELS FRAMED THE ISSUE WITHIN THEIR
BROADER CRITIQUE OF CAPITALIST SOCIETY AND ITS HISTORICAL ANTECEDENTS. WE WILL EXPLORE HOW THEY VIEWED
SLAVERY AS A PRECURSOR AND PARALLEL SYSTEM TO WAGE LABOR, A MANIFESTATION OF EXPLOITATION, AND A CRUCIAL
HISTORICAL STAGE THAT ILLUMINATED THE EXPLOITATIVE NATURE OF ECONOMIC SYSTEMS. UNDERSTANDING THESE ARGUMENTS
PROVIDES CRITICAL INSIGHT INTO THE MANIFESTO'S HOLISTIC APPROACH TO LIBERATION AND ITS CONSISTENT OPPOSITION TO
ALL FORMS OF HUMAN BONDAGE.

T ABLE oOF CONTENTS

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S STANCE ON ABOLITION

o SLAVERY AS A PRECURSOR TO W AGE LABOR

THe ECcoNoMIC EXPLOITATION OF SLAVES

o SLAVERY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRODUCTIVE FORCES

THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT AND BOURGEOIS SOCIETY
e CoMMUNISM'S ULTIMATE GoAL: FREEDOM FROM ALL EXPLOITATION

e CoNCLUSION: THE MANIFESTO’S ENDURING MESSAGE ON LIBERATION

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO’'S STANCE ON ABOLITION

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, PENNED BY KARL MARX AND FRIEDRICH ENGELS, PRESENTS A SWEEPING HISTORICAL AND ECONOMIC
ANALYSIS THAT INHERENTLY CONDEMNS ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION, INCLUDING SLAVERY. W/HILE THE DOCUMENT'S PRIMARY
FOCUS IS ON THE ABOLITION OF THE BOURGEOISIE AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CLASSLESS SOCIETY, ITS FOUNDATIONAL
CRITIQUE OF EXPLOITATION EXTENDS TO THE INSTITUTION OF SLAVERY. THE AUTHORS VIEWED SLAVERY NOT AS AN ISOLATED
MORAL FAILING BUT AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF HISTORICAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, CHARACTERIZED BY THE VIOLENT
SUBJUGATION AND ALIENATION OF ONE HUMAN BEING BY ANOTHER FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROFIT. THE TEXT IMPLICITLY AND
EXPLICITLY SUPPORTS THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY BY SITUATING IT WITHIN A LARGER FRAMEWORK OF ECONOMIC SYSTEMS
THAT RELY ON THE EXTRACTION OF SURPLUS VALUE FROM LABOR, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THAT LABOR IS COERCED THROUGH
CHATTEL SLAVERY OR “FREE” WAGE LABOR UNDER CAPITALISM.

THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO MAIN ARGUMENTS ON ABOLITION OF SLAVERY ARE ROOTED IN ITS CORE PRINCIPLE: THE ABOLITION
OF PRIVATE PROPERTY IN THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION. IN A SLAVE SOCIETY, THE ENSLAVED PERSON IS THE ULTIMATE PRIVATE
PROPERTY. THIS DIRECT OWNERSHIP, WHERE HUMAN BEINGS ARE TREATED AS COMMODITIES TO BE BOUGHT, SOLD, AND \¥ ORKED
TO DEATH, REPRESENTS THE MOST BRUTAL AND OVERT FORM OF CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION. MARX AND ENGELS DID NOT SHY
AWAY FROM ACKNOWLEDGING THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND INHERENT BARBARITY OF SUCH SYSTEMS. THEIR VISION OF A
COMMUNIST SOCIETY IS ONE WHERE SUCH OWNERSHIP OF ANY KIND, ESPECIALLY THE OWNERSHIP OF PEOPLE, IS UNTHINKABLE.



FURTHERMORE/ THE MANIFESTO CONSISTENTLY FRAMES HISTORICAL PROGRESS IN TERMS OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRODUCTIVE
FORCES AND THE ACCOMPANYING CLASS STRUGGLES. SLAVERY, AS A MODE OF PRODUCTION, PLAYED A ROLE IN THIS
HISTORICAL TRAJECTORY, ALBEIT A MORALLY REPREHENSIBLE ONE. BY ANALYZING SLAVERY'S ROLE, THE MANIFESTO AIMED TO
DEMONSTRATE THAT ALL EXISTING SOCIAL SYSTEMS, INCLUDING THE BURGEONING CAPITALISM OF THEIR TIME, CONTAIN THE
SEEDS OF THEIR OWN DESTRUCTION AND ARE BUILT UPON EXPLOITATIVE FOUNDATIONS. THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF COMMUNISM,
AS ARTICULATED IN THE MANIFESTO/ IS TO TRANSCEND ALL SUCH EXPLOITATIVE RELATIONSHIPS, THEREBY ENCOMPASSING THE
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY AND ANY SYSTEM THAT RESEMBLES IT.

SLAVERY AS A PRECURSOR TO W AGE LABOR

ONE OF THE CRUCIAL COMMUNIST MANIFESTO MAIN ARGUMENTS ON ABOLITION OF SLAVERY LIES IN ITS HISTORICAL
MATERIALISM, WHICH POSITS THAT ECONOMIC SYSTEMS EVOLVE THROUGH DISTINCT STAGES. MARX AND ENGELS VIEWED
CHATTEL SLAVERY AS A SIGNIFICANT PRECURSOR TO THE WAGE LABOR SYSTEM THAT CHARACTERIZED THE INDUSTRIAL
CAPITALISM OF THEIR ERA. IN THEIR ANALYSIS, SLAVERY REPRESENTED AN EARLIER, MORE DIRECT FORM OF EXPLOITING HUMAN
LABOR FOR ECONOMIC GAIN. THE ENSLAVED PERSON WAS THE PROPERTY OF THE SLAVE OWNER, AND THEIR ENTIRE EXISTENCE,
FROM THEIR BIRTH TO THEIR DEATH, WAS DICTATED BY THE OWNER'S DESIRE FOR PROFIT. THIS DIRECT OWNERSHIP HIGHLIGHTED
THE FUNDAMENTAL EXPLOITATION THAT UNDERPINS ALL CLASS-DIVIDED SOCIETIES.

THE MANIFESTO IMPLICITLY ARGUES THAT WHILE WAGE LABOR APPEARS TO BE A SYSTEM OF FREE EXCHANGE, IT SHARES A
COMMON EXPLOITATIVE CORE WITH SLAVERY. IN BOTH SYSTEMS, THE LABORER PRODUCES MORE VALUE THAN THEY RECEIVE IN
RETURN. THE SLAVE OWNER APPROPRIATES THE ENTIRE PRODUCT OF THE SLAVE'S LABOR, WHILE THE CAPITALIST APPROPRIATES
THE SURPLUS VALUE CREATED BY THE WAGE LABORER ABOVE AND BEYOND THEIR WAGES. THE KEY DIFFERENCE, ACCORDING TO
MARX AND ENGELS, IS THE FORM OF EXPLOITATION, NOT ITS EXISTENCE. SLAVERY IS THE OVERT, VIOLENT, AND TOTAL
APPROPRIATION OF THE LABORER'S PERSON AND LABOR, WHEREAS WAGE SLAVERY IS A MORE SUBTLE, LEGALLY SANCTIONED
APPROPRIATION OF LABOR POWER.

BY DRAWING THESE PARALLELS, THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO MAIN ARGUMENTS ON ABOLITION OF SLAVERY SERVE TO DEMYSTIFY
AND EXPOSE THE EXPLOITATIVE NATURE OF CAPITALISM ITSELF. |[F ONE CAN RECOGNIZE THE INHERENT INJUSTICE IN OWNING
ANOTHER HUMAN BEING AND EXTRACTING THEIR LABOR BY FORCE, THEN BY EXTENSION, THE APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS VALUE
FROM A SEEMINGLY “FREE” LABORER CAN BE SIMILARLY SCRUTINIZED. THIS HISTORICAL FRAMING ALLOWS MARX AND ENGELS TO
ARGUE THAT THE STRUGGLE AGAINST SLAVERY IS PART OF A LARGER, ONGOING STRUGGLE AGAINST ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION
AND EXPLOITATION, CULMINATING IN THE COMMUNIST REVOLUTION THAT WOULD ABOLISH ALL CLASS DISTINCTIONS AND, BY
EXTENSION, ALL FORMS OF BONDAGE.

THe ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION OF SLAVES

THE ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION OF SLAVES WAS A CORNERSTONE OF MANY PRE-CAPITALIST AND EVEN EARLY CAPITALIST
ECONOMIES, AND THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO ADDRESSES THIS IMPLICITLY THROUGH ITS CRITIQUE OF SURPLUS VALUE
EXTRACTION. THE MANIFESTO POSITS THAT IN ANY SOCIETY WHERE ONE CLASS OWNS THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION AND
ANOTHER CLASS OWNS ONLY THEIR LABOR POWER, EXPLOITATION IS INHERENT. IN THE CASE OF SLAVERY, THE SLAVE OWNER
DIRECTLY OWNED NOT ONLY THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION (LAND, TOOLS, ETC.) BUT ALSO THE LABORER THEMSELVES. THIS
MEANT THE ENTIRE PRODUCT OF THE SLAVE'S LABOR, AFTER BASIC SUSTENANCE, WAS APPROPRIATED BY THE OWNER.

THE MANIFESTO’S UNDERSTANDING OF ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION IS CENTRAL TO ITS COMMUNIST MANIFESTO MAIN ARGUMENTS
ON ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. |T HIGHLIGHTS THAT THE SLAVE'S LABOR WAS NOT COMPENSATED IN ANY MEANINGFUL WAY, WITH
THEIR BASIC NEEDS MET ONLY TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY FOR CONTINUED PRODUCTIVITY. THIS EXTREME FORM OF
EXPLOITATION, WHERE HUMAN BEINGS WERE REDUCED TO MERE INSTRUMENTS OF LABOR AND CAPITAL, SERVED AS A STARK
EXAMPLE OF HOW ECONOMIC SYSTEMS COULD DE-HUMANIZE AND SUBJUGATE INDIVIDUALS FOR THE SAKE OF ACCUMULATION.
THE RAW EXTRACTION OF LABOR WITHOUT ANY PRETENSE OF FAIR EXCHANGE OR FREEDOM IS A CONCEPT THAT UNDERPINS THE
MANIFESTO’S ENTIRE CRITIQUE OF CAPITALISM.

MOREOVER, THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM OF SLAVERY WAS OFTEN JUSTIFIED BY THE RULING CLASS AS BEING NATURAL OR NECESSARY



FOR SOCIETAL FUNCTIONING. MARX AND ENGELS, HOWEVER, SAW THIS AS A SELF-SERVING IDEOLOGY DESIGNED TO MAINTAIN
THE POWER AND WEALTH OF THE SLAVE-OWNING CLASS. BY UNDERSTANDING SLAVERY AS AN ECONOMIC SYSTEM DRIVEN BY THE
PURSUIT OF PROFIT THROUGH FORCED LABOR, THE MANIFESTO LAYS THE GROUNDWORK FOR A CRITIQUE OF OTHER SYSTEMS
THAT SIMILARLY PRIORITIZE PROFIT OVER HUMAN WELL-BEING. THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY, THEREFORE, IS NOT JUST A MORAL
IMPERATIVE BUT A NECESSARY STEP IN DISMANTLING EXPLOITATIVE ECONOMIC STRUCTURES.

SLAVERY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRODUCTIVE FORCES

THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO EMPHASIZES THE ROLE OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRODUCTIVE FORCES — THE TOOLS, TECHNOLOGY,
AND LABOR POWER THAT CONTRIBUTE TO PRODUCTION — IN DRIVING HISTORICAL CHANGE. IN THIS CONTEXT, MARX AND ENGELS
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SLAVERY, DESPITE ITS BRUTAL NATURE, DID PLAY A HISTORICAL ROLE IN ADVANCING THESE FORCES IN
CERTAIN PERIODS. FOR INSTANCE, SLAVE LABOR WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF LARGE-SCALE AGRICULTURE AND
CERTAIN FORMS OF MANUFACTURING IN ANCIENT AND COLONIAL SOCIETIES, CONTRIBUTING TO THE ACCUMULATION OF WEALTH
AND THE GROWTH OF SPECIFIC INDUSTRIES.

HO\X/EVER, THIS ACKNOWLEDGMENT IS NOT AN ENDORSEMENT. RATHER, IT IS PART OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO MAIN
ARGUMENTS ON ABOLITION OF SLAVERY BY ILLUSTRATING THAT EVEN OPPRESSIVE SYSTEMS CAN, PARADOXICALLY,
CONTRIBUTE TO HISTORICAL PROGRESSION. THE MANIFESTO'S ARGUMENT IS THAT WHILE SLAVERY MIGHT HAVE HELPED DEVELOP
PRODUCTIVE FORCES, IT SIMULTANEOUSLY CREATED IMMENSE SOCIAL CONTRADICTIONS AND LIMITATIONS THAT ULTIMATELY
HINDERED FURTHER PROGRESS. THE INHERENT INEFFICIENCY OF COERCED LABOR, THE CONSTANT NEED FOR SUPPRESSION, AND THE
LACK OF INNOVATION AMONG THE ENSLAVED ULTIMATELY MADE SLAVERY AN UNSUSTAINABLE AND EVENTUALLY OBSOLETE
MODE OF PRODUCTION.

AS CAPITALISM EMERGED, IT OFFERED NEW METHODS FOR ORGANIZING LABOR AND INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY. THE MANIFESTO
ARGUES THAT CAPITALISM, WITH ITS SYSTEM OF WAGE LABOR AND ITS DRIVE FOR TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENT, LARGELY
SUPERSEDED SLAVERY AS A DOMINANT MODE OF PRODUCTION. HO\X/EVER, THIS TRANSITION DID NOT ELIMINATE EXPLOITATION;,
IT MERELY CHANGED ITS FORM. THE HISTORICAL TRAJECTORY FROM SLAVERY TO WAGE LABOR, AS PRESENTED IN THE
MANIFESTO/ DEMONSTRATES A CONTINUOUS STRUGGLE AGAINST EXPLOITATION, WITH EACH STAGE PRESENTING NEW
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE OPPRESSED TO ORGANIZE AND FIGHT FOR LIBERATION. THE ULTIMATE GOAL IS TO
MOVE BEYOND ANY SYSTEM THAT RELIES ON THE SUBJUGATION OF ONE CLASS BY ANOTHER.

THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT AND BOURGEOIS SOCIETY

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO ALSO INDIRECTLY ADDRESSES THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT OF THE 19TH CENTURY AND ITS
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE RISING BOURGEOIS CLASS. WHILE MARX AND ENGELS WERE STAUNCHLY ANTI-SLAVERY, THEY WERE
ALSO CRITICAL OF THE BOURGEOISIE'S OFTEN HYPOCRITICAL STANCE ON THE ISSUE. THE MANIFESTO POINTS OUT THAT THE
VERY CLASS THAT CHAMPIONED “FREEDOM” AND “LIBERTY” IN THE POLITICAL SPHERE WAS OFTEN DEEPLY INVESTED IN ECONOMIC
SYSTEMS THAT MIRRORED THE EXPLOITATIVE NATURE OF SLAVERY, PARTICULARLY THROUGH THE EXPLOITATION OF WAGE
LABORERS.

THIS ASPECT IS CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTANDING THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO MAIN ARGUMENTS ON ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. THE
AUTHORS WERE NOT MERELY ADVOCATING FOR THE ABOLITION OF CHATTEL SLAVERY AS AN ISOLATED EVENT. THEY WERE
USING THE MORAL AND SOCIAL OUTCRY AGAINST SLAVERY TO HIGHLIGHT THE SYSTEMIC HYPOCRISY OF BOURGEOIS SOCIETY.
BY DEMONSTRATING THAT THE BOURGEOISIE PROFITED FROM THE SUBJUGATION OF THE PROLETARIAT IN A MANNER ANALOGOUS
TO HOW SLAVE OWNERS PROFITED FROM THE SUBJUGATION OF ENSLAVED PEOPLE, THEY AIMED TO EXPOSE THE INHERENT
CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN CAPITALISM.

THE MANIFESTO SUGGESTS THAT THE BOURGEOIS ABOLITIONISTS, WHILE PERHAPS MOTIVATED BY GENUINE MORAL CONCERNS,
ULTIMATELY SOUGHT TO REFORM CAPITALISM RATHER THAN FUNDAMENTALLY DISMANTLE IT. THEIR FOCUS WAS ON ELIMINATING
THE "INEFFICIENCIES” AND “MORAL BLEMISHES” OF SLAVERY, NOT ON ERADICATING THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES OF EXPLOITATION
AND PRIVATE PROPERTY THAT FUELED BOTH SLAVERY AND CAPITALISM. THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT, IN CONTRAST, SOUGHT A
COMPLETE SOCIETAL OVERHAUL, AIMING TO LIBERATE ALL HUMANITY FROM ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION, INCLUDING ECONOMIC



EXPLOITATION AND THE VESTIGES OF HISTORICAL BONDAGE.

CoMMUNISM'S ULTIMATE GoAL: FREEDOM FROM ALL ExPLOITATION

THE ULTIMATE AIM OF COMMUNISM, AS ENVISIONED BY MARX AND ENGELS IN THE MANIFESTO, IS THE COMPLETE EMANCIPATION
OF ALL HUMANITY FROM ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION AND EXPLOITATION. THIS OVERARCHING GOAL NATURALLY ENCOMPASSES
THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN ITS MOST ABSOLUTE SENSE. | HE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO MAIN ARGUMENTS ON ABOLITION OF
SLAVERY ARE THUS EMBEDDED WITHIN THIS BROADER VISION OF A SOCIETY FREE FROM CLASS DIVISIONS, PRIVATE PROPERTY,
AND THE INHERENT INEQUALITIES THAT THESE SYSTEMS CREATE.

A COMMUNIST SOCIETY, BY DEFINITION, WOULD ELIMINATE THE VERY CONDITIONS THAT ALLOW FOR SLAVERY OR ANY SYSTEM
THAT TREATS HUMAN BEINGS AS PROPERTY OR MERE INSTRUMENTS OF LABOR. |HE ABOLITION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY IN THE
MEANS OF PRODUCTION WOULD MEAN THAT NO INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP COULD OWN ANOTHER PERSON. FUETHERMORE, THE
ELIMINATION OF CLASS DISTINCTIONS WOULD ENSURE THAT NO ECONOMIC SYSTEM COULD BE BUILT UPON THE SYSTEMATIC
EXPLOITATION OF ONE GROUP BY ANOTHER.

THE MANIFESTO ARGUES THAT TRUE FREEDOM CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED WHEN THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION ARE OWNED
COMMUNALLY AND MANAGED FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL. IN SUCH A SOCIETY, LABOR WOULD NOT BE A SOURCE OF ALIENATION OR
OPPRESSION BUT A MEANS OF SELF-FULFILLMENT AND SOCIETAL CONTRIBUTION. THIS FUNDAMENTAL TRANSFORMATION WOULD
RESOLVE THE HISTORICAL STRUGGLE AGAINST BONDAGE THAT BEGAN WITH THE EARLIEST FORMS OF HUMAN SERVITUDE,
INCLUDING CHATTEL SLAVERY, AND CONTINUED THROUGH THE EXPLOITATION OF W AGE LABORERS UNDER CAPITALISM. THE
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY, IN THIS CONTEXT, IS NOT MERELY A HISTORICAL EVENT BUT A CONTINUOUS PROCESS THAT FINDS ITS
ULTIMATE FULFILLMENT IN A COMMUNIST SOCIETY.

ConcLusIoN: THE MANIFESTO'S ENDURING MESSAGE ON LIBERATION

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, THROUGH ITS RIGOROUS HISTORICAL AND ECONOMIC ANALYSIS, OFFERS PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO
THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY, FRAMING IT NOT AS AN ISOLATED MORAL ISSUE BUT AS AN INTRINSIC CONSEQUENCE OF
EXPLOITATIVE ECONOMIC SYSTEMS. THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO MAIN ARGUMENTS ON ABOLITION OF SLAVERY HIGHLIGHT HOW
CHATTEL SLAVERY SERVED AS A BRUTAL PRECURSOR TO WAGE LABOR, DEMONSTRATING THE FUNDAMENTAL EXPLOITATION
INHERENT IN THE APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS VALUE. MARX AND ENGELS UTILIZED THE STARK REALITY OF SLAVERY TO EXPOSE
THE OFTEN-HIDDEN EXPLOITATIVE DYNAMICS OF CAPITALISM, URGING A RADICAL SOCIETAL TRANSFORMATION RATHER THAN MERE
REFORM.

THE MANIFESTO'S CRITIQUE EXTENDS TO THE BOURGEOIS ABOLITIONISTS, EXPOSING THE HYPOCRISY OF A CLASS THAT
CHAMPIONED POLITICAL FREEDOM WHILE PERPETUATING ECONOMIC SUBJUGATION. ULTIMATELY, THE COMMUNIST VISION
PRESENTED IS ONE OF COMPLETE LIBERATION FROM ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION AND EXPLOITATION, A GOAL THAT INHERENTLY
INCLUDES THE ABSOLUTE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN ANY CONCEIVABLE FORM. THE ENDURING MESSAGE IS CLEAR: TRUE FREEDOM
AND EQUALITY CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED THROUGH THE DISMANTLING OF CLASS-BASED SOCIETIES AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
SYSTEM WHERE THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION SERVE THE COLLECTIVE GOOD, THEREBY ERADICATING THE VERY POSSIBILITY OF
HUMAN BONDAGE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

Dib THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO EXPLICITLY CALL FOR THE ABOLITION OF CHATTEL
SLAVERY IN THE SAME WAY MODERN ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENTS DID?

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO’S PRIMARY FOCUS WAS ON THE ABOLITION OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM AND THE EXPLOITATION
OF THE PROLETARIAT (\X/AGE LABORERS). \WHILE IT DIDN'T DEDICATE EXTENSIVE SECTIONS SPECIFICALLY TO CHATTEL SLAVERY,



ITS CORE ARGUMENT ABOUT THE END OF ALL FORMS OF EXPLOITATION AND ALIENATION INHERENTLY ENCOMPASSES THE
ABOLITION OF HUMAN BONDAGE. THE MANIFESTO VIEWED WAGE LABOR UNDER CAPITALISM AS A FORM OF 'SLAVERY' ITSELF
WHICH COULD BE INTERPRETED AS A BROADER CONDEMNATION OF ALL UNFREEDOM AND EXPLOITATION, INCLUDING CHATTEL
SLAVERY.

’

How DID THE MANIFESTO'S ANALYSIS OF CLASS STRUGGLE RELATE TO THE ISSUE OF
SLAVERY?

THE MANIFESTO'S CENTRAL THESIS IS THAT HISTORY IS DRIVEN BY CLASS STRUGGLE. IN THE CONTEXT OF SLAVERY,
PARTICULARLY IN SOCIETIES WHERE IT EXISTED, SLAVE OWNERS REPRESENTED A RULING CLASS, AND ENSLAVED PEOPLE
CONSTITUTED AN OPPRESSED CLASS. THE MANIFESTO WOULD ANALYZE THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY AS A POTENTIAL OUTCOME
OF THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN THESE CLASSES, OR AS A TRANSITION IN THE MODE OF PRODUCTION THAT MIGHT LEAD TO NEW
FORMS OF CLASS CONFLICT, SUCH AS THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN FEUDAL LORDS AND SERFS, OR EVENTUALLY, BOURGEOISIE AND
PROLETARIAT.

Dib MARX AND ENGELS SEE THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY AS A STEP TOWARDS
COMMUNISM, OR AS SOMETHING SEPARATE FROM THEIR BROADER REVOLUTIONARY
GOALS?

THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY, LIKE OTHER SOCIETAL REFORMS THAT REDUCED EXPLOITATION, COULD BE SEEN AS A PROGRESSIVE
STEP BY MARX AND ENGELS. HO\X/EVER, THEY WOULD ARGUE THAT THESE REFORMS, IF NOT ACCOMPANIED BY THE OVERTHROW
OF CAPITALISM AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CLASSLESS SOCIETY, WERE ULTIMATELY INSUFFICIENT. THEY BELIEVED THAT
TRUE EMANCIPATION FROM ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION, INCLUDING EXPLOITATION WITHIN THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM, COULD ONLY
BE ACHIEVED THROUGH A COMMUNIST REVOLUTION.

DoEes THE MANIFESTO SUGGEST THAT THE BOURGEOISIE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY, AND IF SO, HOW?

THE MANIFESTO DOES SUGGEST THAT THE BOURGEOISIE, THROUGH ITS HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE RISE OF INDUSTRIAL
CAPITALISM, PLAYED A ROLE IN DISMANTLING OLDER, LESS EFFICIENT FORMS OF LABOR EXPLOITATION, WHICH COULD INCLUDE
SLAVERY IN SOME CONTEXTS. THE SHIFT TO WAGE LABOR, WHILE CRITICIZED BY MARX AND ENGELS AS ITS OWN FORM OF
EXPLOITATION, WAS MORE CONDUCIVE TO THE EXPANSION OF CAPITALIST PRODUCTION AND THE CREATION OF A LARGER
PROLETARIAT, WHICH WAS SEEN AS THE AGENT OF FUTURE REVOLUTION. SO, THE BOURGEOISIE'S ACTIONS COULD BE SEEN AS
UNINTENTIONALLY PAVING THE WAY FOR A FUTURE WHERE EVEN WAGE LABOR WOULD BE ABOLISHED.

How DOES THE MANIFESTO'S CONCEPT OF ‘ALIENATION’ APPLY TO ENSLAVED PEOPLE?

THE MANIFESTO’S CONCEPT OF ALIENATION, \WHERE \WORKERS ARE SEPARATED FROM THE PRODUCTS OF THEIR LABOR, THE
PROCESS OF LABOR, THEIR OWN HUMAN NATURE, AND EACH OTHER, IS PROFOUNDLY APPLICABLE TO ENSLAVED PEOPLE.
ENSLAVED INDIVIDUALS WERE NOT ONLY DENIED THE FRUITS OF THEIR LABOR BUT WERE ALSO STRIPPED OF THEIR AUTONOMY,
THEIR RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION, AND OFTEN THEIR FAMILIES AND CULTURAL IDENTITIES. THEIR EXISTENCE WAS DEFINED BY
THE COMPLETE ALIENATION OF THEIR BEING TO THE WILL AND PROFIT OF ANOTHER.

IN THE CONTEXT OF THE MANIFESTO, WHAT WOULD BE THE ULTIMATE 'ABOLITION' OF
ALL FORMS OF SLAVERY?

For MARX AND ENGELS, THE ULTIMATE ABOLITION OF ALL FORMS OF SLAVERY WOULD BE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNISM.
IN A COMMUNIST SOCIETY, THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION ARE OWNED COLLECTIVELY, AND THE EXPLOITATION OF ONE CLASS BY
ANOTHER CEASES TO EXIST. THIS WOULD MEAN THE END OF NOT ONLY CHATTEL SLAVERY AND SERFDOM BUT ALSO THE
ABOLITION OF WAGE SLAVERY, WHERE INDIVIDUALS ARE COMPELLED TO SELL THEIR LABOR POWER TO SURVIVE. [T ENVISIONS A
SOCIETY WHERE LABOR IS FREE, CREATIVE, AND FOR THE COMMON GOOD, RATHER THAN A MEANS OF PRIVATE ACCUMULATION
AND OPPRESSION.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Here ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S ARGUMENTS CONCERNING THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY,
PRESENTED AS REQUESTED:

1. THe CHAINS ofF CAPITAL: FROM SERFDOM TO W AGE SLAVERY

THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE HISTORICAL TRANSITION FROM FEUDAL FORMS OF UNFREE LABOR TO THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM,
DRAWING PARALLELS BETWEEN THE EXPLOITATION INHERENT IN BOTH. | T EXPLORES HOW MARX AND ENGELS VIEWED THE
INDUSTRIAL WORKING CLASS AS A NEW FORM OF “WAGE SLAVERY" UNDER CAPITALISM, ECHOING THE ABOLITIONIST CRITIQUE
OF CHATTEL SLAVERY. THE TEXT DELVES INTO THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURES THAT PERPETUATE UNFREEDOM, ARGUING THAT
TRUE LIBERATION REQUIRES A RADICAL DISMANTLING OF THESE SYSTEMS.

2. CLASS STRUGGLE AND THE END OF BONDAGE

THIS TITLE DIRECTLY LINKS THE CORE MARXIST CONCEPT OF CLASS STRUGGLE TO HISTORICAL MOVEMENTS THAT SOUGHT TO
ABOLISH VARIOUS FORMS OF BONDAGE, INCLUDING CHATTEL SLAVERY. |T ANALYZES HOW OPPRESSED CLASSES HAVE
HISTORICALLY FOUGHT AGAINST THEIR EXPLOITERS, AND HOW THIS FIGHT, IN ITS MOST ADVANCED FORM, AIMS FOR THE
COMPLETE ERADICATION OF ALL FORMS OF EXPLOITATION AND SOCIAL HIERARCHY. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS INSTANCES WHERE THE
FIGHT FOR ABOLITION WAS INTERTWINED WITH BROADER REVOLUTIONARY ASPIRATIONS.

3. PROLETARIAN LIBERATION: A PoST-SLAVERY DAWN

FocUsING oN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S VISION OF A PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION, THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW THE
ABOLITION OF WAGE LABOR IS PRESENTED AS THE ULTIMATE STEP TOWARDS TRUE HUMAN EMANCIPATION. |T ARGUES THAT
WHILE THE ABOLITION OF CHATTEL SLAVERY WAS A CRUCIAL VICTORY, THE MANIFESTO POSITS THAT UNTIL THE ECONOMIC
SYSTEM THAT CREATES ALIENATED LABOR IS OVERTHROWN, A FUNDAMENT AL FORM OF UNFREEDOM PERSISTS. THE BOOK TRACES
THIS ARGUMENT THROUGH VARIOUS HISTORICAL INTERPRETATIONS OF MARXIST THOUGHT.

4. ALIENATION AND THE UNFREE L ABORER

THIS WORK DELVES INTO MARX'S CONCEPT OF ALIENATION, EXPLAINING HOW IT APPLIES TO BOTH THE ENSLAVED AND THE
CAPITALIST WAGE LABORER. |T ARGUES THAT THE MANIFESTO’S CRITIQUE OF CAPITALISM STEMS FROM ITS ABILITY TO
ALIENATE WORKERS FROM THEIR LABOR, THEIR PRODUCTS, THEMSELVES, AND EACH OTHER, CREATING A SYSTEMIC UNFREEDOM.
THE BOOK CONTRASTS THIS WITH THE MORE OVERT UNFREEDOM OF SLAVERY, SUGGESTING THAT CAPITALIST ALIENATION IS A
SUBTLER BUT EQUALLY PROFOUND FORM OF SUBJUGATION.

5. THE SPECTER oF EMANCIPATION: COMMUNISM'S ANTI-SLAVERY LEGACY

THIS TITLE POSITIONS THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO WITHIN A BROADER HISTORICAL TRAJECTORY OF ANTI-SLAVERY THOUGHT
AND ACTION. |T ARGUES THAT THE MANIFESTO’S CALL FOR THE ABOLITION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
A CLASSLESS SOCIETY CAN BE SEEN AS A RADICAL EXTENSION OF THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT'S CORE PRINCIPLES. THE BOOK
EXAMINES HOW COMMUNIST IDEALS OFFERED A COMPREHENSIVE VISION OF FREEDOM THAT TRANSCENDED THE LEGAL ABOLITION
OF SLAVERY TO ADDRESS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES OF OPPRESSION.

6. BEYOND THE PLANTATION: REVOLUTIONARY ABOLITIONISM

THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S CRITIQUE OF CAPITALIST PRODUCTION CAN BE UNDERSTOOD AS A
FORM OF “REVOLUTIONARY ABOLITIONISM” THAT SEEKS TO DISMANTLE THE VERY FOUNDATIONS OF EXPLOITATIVE ECONOMIC
SYSTEMS. |T DRAWS PARALLELS BETWEEN THE CHATTEL SLAVE OWNER’S CONTROL OVER HUMAN BODIES AND THE CAPITALIST’S
CONTROL OVER THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION, ARGUING THAT BOTH REPRESENT FORMS OF OWNERSHIP AND DOMINATION. THE
TEXT INVESTIGATES HOW COMMUNIST THEORY PROPOSED A SOCIETAL RESTRUCTURING TO PREVENT ANY RECURRENCE OF SUCH
OPPRESSIVE RELATIONSHIPS.

7. THe DIALECTIC OF FREEDOM: FROM CHATTEL TO W AGE

THIS TITLE ANALYZES THE DIALECTICAL PROGRESSION OF UNFREEDOM AS PRESENTED IN MARXIST THOUGHT, CHARTING THE
EVOLUTION FROM CHATTEL SLAVERY TO WAGE SLAVERY UNDER CAPITALISM. |T POSITS THAT THE MANIFESTO, BY IDENTIFYING
THE INHERENT EXPLOITATION WITHIN CAPITALISM, OFFERS A CRITIQUE THAT IMPLICITLY UNDERSTANDS THE ONGOING STRUGGLE
FOR FREEDOM EVEN AFTER THE LEGAL END OF TRADITIONAL SLAVERY. THE BOOK EXPLORES HOW THE FIGHT FOR LIBERATION
CONTINUES THROUGH THE OVERCOMING OF ECONOMIC COERCION.

8. UNMAKING MASTERS: COMMUNISM AND THE END oF OWNERSHIP

THIS WORK CENTERS ON THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S RADICAL PROPOSITION TO ABOLISH PRIVATE PROPERTY, VIEWING THIS
AS THE ULTIMATE ACT OF UNMAKING THE “MASTER” CLASS THAT HISTORICALLY BENEFITED FROM OWNING OTHERS, WHETHER AS
SLAVES OR AS WAGE LABORERS. |T ARGUES THAT THE MANIFESTO’S CRITIQUE OF OWNERSHIP IS INHERENTLY ANTI-SLAVERY,



AIMING TO DISMANTLE ANY SYSTEM WHERE ONE CLASS CAN DOMINATE AND EXPLOIT ANOTHER. THE BOOK EXAMINES THE
PHILOSOPHICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF THIS ARGUMENT.

9. THE UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATOR: COMMUNISM'S GRAND ABOLITION

THIS BoOk FRAMES THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S ULTIMATE GOAL — THE ABOLITION OF ALL CLASS SOCIETY — AS A “GRAND
ABOLITION” THAT ENCOMPASSES THE LEGAL ABOLITION OF SLAVERY AND EXTENDS TO THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL OPPRESSION. T ARGUES THAT THE MANIFESTO’S VISION OF A SOCIETY WHERE “THE FREE DEVELOPMENT
OF EACH IS THE CONDITION FOR THE FREE DEVELOPMENT OF ALL"” REPRESENTS THE MOST COMPLETE AND UNIVERSAL FORM OF
EMANCIPATION ENVISIONED BY RADICAL THINKERS. THE TEXT EXPLORES THE COMPREHENSIVE NATURE OF THIS EMANCIPATORY
PROJECT.
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