AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH

THE UNEARTHING OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH

THE NARRATIVE OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AND STRUGGLE IN THE UNITED STATES HAS LONG BEEN DOMINATED BY
PERSPECTIVES THAT OVERLOOK OR MARGINALIZE THE PROFOUND CONTRIBUTIONS AND UNIQUE EXPERIENCES OF AFRICAN
AMERICANS. HO\)VEVER, A GROWING BODY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH IS ILLUMINATING A RICH
AND COMPLEX PAST, REVEALING HOW BLACK COMMUNITIES HAVE ACTIVELY SHAPED, RESPONDED TO, AND BEEN IMPACTED BY
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES AND POLICIES. THIS FIELD OF STUDY DELVES INTO THE INTRICATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RACE,
PLACE, AND THE ENVIRONMENT, UNCOVERING THE RESILIENCE, RESISTANCE, AND INGENUITY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE FACE
OF ECOLOGICAL INJUSTICE AND ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION. FROM AGRARIAN PRACTICES IN THE ANTEBELLUM SOUTH TO
URBAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM IN THE 20TH CENTURY, THIS RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS THE CRITICAL, OFTEN UNACKNOWLEDGED,
ROLE BLACK PEOPLE HAVE PLAYED IN ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENTS AND THEIR ONGOING FIGHT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE.
(UNDERSTANDING AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY IS NOT MERELY AN ACADEMIC EXERCISE; IT IS CRUCIAL FOR
COMPREHENDING THE FULL SPECTRUM OF AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTALISM AND FOR ADDRESSING CONTEMPORARY ENVIRONMENTAL
CHALLENGES WITH A MORE INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE LENS. THIS EXPLORATION AIMS TO PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW
OF KEY THEMES, METHODOLOGIES, AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH.
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THE RooTs oF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTALISM: FROM SLAVERY TO
SHARECROPPING

THE FOUNDATIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL ENGAGEMENT ARE DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN THE HISTORICAL EXPERIENCES
OF SLAVERY AND ITS AFTERMATH. ENSLAVED AFRICANS WERE FORCIBLY BROUGHT TO A NEW CONTINENT AND IMMEDIATELY
TASKED WITH CULTIVATING ITS LANDS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THEIR ENSLAVERS. THIS BRUTAL EXPLOITATION OF BOTH HUMAN AND
NATURAL RESOURCES LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR A COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ENVIRONMENT. ENSLAVED PEOPLE,
DESPITE THEIR OPPRESSIVE CONDITIONS, DEVELOPED INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SOUTHERN LANDSCAPE, INCLUDING ITS FLORA,
FAUNA, AND AGRICULTURAL POTENTIAL. THIS KNOWLEDGE WAS NOT ONLY ESSENTIAL FOR SURVIVAL BUT ALSO REPRESENTED A
SUBTLE FORM OF RESISTANCE AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION. THEY CULTIVATED SMALL GARDEN PLOTS, OFTEN FOR THEIR OWN
SUSTENANCE AND TO SUPPLEMENT MEAGER RATIONS, DEMONSTRATING AN EARLY FORM OF SELF-SUFFICIENCY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT.

AGRARIAN LIFE AND SUBSISTENCE FARMING

FoLLowING EMANCIPATION, MANY AFRICAN AMERICANS CONTINUED THEIR CONNECTION TO THE LAND, ALBEIT UNDER NEW
SYSTEMS OF ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION SUCH AS SHARECROPPING AND TENANT FARMING. THESE ARRANGEMENTS, WHILE OFFERING
A SEMBLANCE OF FREEDOM, OFTEN TRAPPED BLACK FAMILIES IN CYCLES OF DEBT AND LIMITED LAND OWNERSHIP. DESPITE THESE
CONSTRAINTS, AFRICAN AMERICAN FARMERS DEVELOPED INNOVATIVE SUBSISTENCE FARMING TECHNIQUES, EMPHASIZING CROP
DIVERSITY AND SOIL CONSERVATION TO MAXIMIZE YIELDS ON LESS DESIRABLE LAND. THEIR AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES OFTEN
DIFFERED FROM THE LARGE-SCALE MONOCULTURE FAVORED BY MANY WHITE LANDOWNERS, REFLECTING A DEEP UNDERSTANDING
OF ECOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES HONED THROUGH GENERATIONS OF EXPERIENCE AND NECESSITY. THIS PERIOD SAW THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF BLACK FARMING COMMUNITIES AND INSTITUTIONS THAT SUPPORTED AGRICULTURAL KNOWLEDGE SHARING
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF NATURE IN BLACK CULTURE AND SPIRITUALITY

BEYoND MERE SUSTENANCE, NATURE HELD PROFOUND CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS. THE
NATURAL WORLD BECAME A SITE OF SOLACE, REFUGE, AND SPIRITUAL CONNECTION, PARTICULARLY DURING THE TRAUMA OF
SLAVERY AND SEGREGATION. STORIES, SONGS, AND SPIRITUALS OFTEN REFERENCED ELEMENTS OF THE NATURAL WORLD, IMBUING
THEM WITH SYMBOLIC MEANING AND PROVIDING A SENSE OF CONTINUITY WITH AFRICAN HERITAGE. THIS REVERENCE FOR NATURE,
OFTEN EXPRESSED THROUGH ORAL TRADITIONS AND RELIGIOUS PRACTICES, FOSTERED A DEEP-SEATED RESPECT FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT AND A DESIRE TO PROTECT IT, EVEN WHEN FACING OVERWHELMING ODDS.

ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS

FROM THE PLANTATION SOUTH TO THE INDUSTRIALIZING NORTH, AFRICAN AMERICANS HAVE DISPROPORTIONATELY BORNE THE
BRUNT OF ENVIRONMENT AL DEGRADATION AND HAZARDOUS EXPOSURES. SYSTEMIC RACISM AND DISCRIMINATORY POLICIES, SUCH
AS REDLINING AND EXCLUSIONARY ZONING, HAVE HISTORICALLY CONFINED BLACK COMMUNITIES TO AREAS WITH HIGHER
POLLUTION LEVELS, INADEQUATE INFRASTRUCTURE, AND LIMITED ACCESS TO GREEN SPACES. THIS LEGACY OF ENVIRONMENTAL
INJUSTICE CONTINUES TO SHAPE THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF BLACK POPULATIONS ACROSS THE NATION.

ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM AND SEGREGATION

THE CONCEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM, COINED BY Dr. BENJAMIN CHAVIS, ACCURATELY DESCRIBES THE DISCRIMINATORY
PLACEMENT OF POLLUTING INDUSTRIES, HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES, AND UNDESIRABLE INFRASTRUCTURE IN OR NEAR COMMUNITIES
OF COLOR. AFRICAN AMERICAN NEIGHBORHOODS HAVE FREQUENTLY BEEN DESIGNATED AS SACRIFICE ZONES, BEARING THE TOXIC
BURDEN OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT WITHOUT COMMENSURATE BENEFITS OR PROTECTIONS. THIS DELIBERATE PATTERN OF
MARGINALIZATION HAS LED TO HIGHER RATES OF RESPIRATORY ILLNESSES, CANCERS, AND OTHER HEALTH PROBLEMS WITHIN THESE
COMMUNITIES, CREATING A STARK LINK BETWEEN RACE AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OUTCOMES.



IMPACT OF INDUSTRIALIZATION AND URBANIZATION

AS INDUSTRIAL CENTERS GREW, AFRICAN AMERICANS, OFTEN MIGRATING FROM RURAL SOUTHERN AREAS IN SEARCH OF ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITIES, FOUND THEMSELVES CONCENTRATED IN URBAN ENVIRONMENTS BURDENED BY INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION. FACTORIES
REFINERIES, AND MANUFACTURING PLANTS WERE FREQUENTLY LOCATED IN OR ADJACENT TO BLAck NEIGHBORHOODS, EXPOSING
RESIDENTS TO AIRBORNE TOXINS, CONTAMINATED WATER SOURCES, AND NOISE POLLUTION. THIS CONCENTRATION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS, COUPLED WITH LIMITED POLITICAL POWER AND RESOURCES, EXACERBATED EXISTING HEALTH
DISPARITIES AND CREATED NEW ONES, LEADING TO A DIMINISHED QUALITY OF LIFE FOR MANY.

’

ExpPosUre To Toxic WASTE AND POLLUTANTS

THE SITING OF LANDFILLS, INCINERATORS, AND TOXIC WASTE DISPOSAL FACILITIES HAS OVERWHELMINGLY IMPACTED AFRICAN
AMERICAN COMMUNITIES. THIS HAS RESULTED IN HIGHER LEVELS OF EXPOSURE TO A RANGE OF HARMFUL CHEMICALS AND
POLLUTANTS, INCLUDING LEAD, MERCURY, AND DIOXINS. THE LONG-TERM HEALTH CONSEQUENCES OF SUCH EXPOSURES ARE
WELL-DOCUMENTED AND CONTRIBUTE TO CHRONIC DISEASES THAT DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECT BLACK POPULATIONS. THE
LACK OF ADEQUATE REGULATORY OVERSIGHT AND ENFORCEMENT IN THESE COMMUNITIES HAS PERPETUATED THESE DANGEROUS
ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS.

AFRICAN AMERICANS AS ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDS AND INNOVATORS

DESPITE FACING SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES, AFRICAN AMERICANS HAVE CONSISTENTLY DEMONSTRATED
REMARKABLE RESILIENCE AND INNOVATION IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ENVIRONMENT. THEIR STEWARDSHIP HAS BEEN SHAPED
BY NECESSITY, CULTURAL TRADITIONS, AND A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF ECOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES PASSED DOWN THROUGH
GENERATIONS. THIS SECTION EXPLORES THE WAYS IN WHICH BLACK COMMUNITIES HAVE ACTIVELY MANAGED, CONSERVED, AND
CREATIVELY UTILIZED NATURAL RESOURCES, OFTEN IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY.

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES

AS MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY, AFRICAN AMERICAN FARMERS, PARTICULARLY DURING THE SHARECROPPING ERA AND BEYOND,
DEVELOPED AND EMPLOYED SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES. THESE INCLUDED TECHNIQUES LIKE CROP ROTATION, COVER
CROPPING, AND THE USE OF NATURAL FERTILIZERS TO MAINTAIN SOIL FERTILITY AND PREVENT EROSION. THEIR METHODS OFTEN
REFLECTED A MORE HOLISTIC APPROACH TO FARMING, EMPHASIZING ECOLOGICAL BALANCE AND LONG-TERM LAND HEALTH RATHER
THAN SHORT-TERM, RESOURCE-INTENSIVE YIELDS. THIS TRADITIONAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE IS INCREASINGLY BEING
RECOGNIZED FOR ITS VALUE IN CONTEMPORARY SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE.

CoMMUNITY GARDENS AND URBAN GREENING INITIATIVES

IN URBAN SETTINGS, WHERE ACCESS TO HEALTHY FOOD AND GREEN SPACES IS OFTEN LIMITED, AFRICAN AMERICANS HAVE BEEN
AT THE FOREFRONT OF COMMUNITY GARDENING AND URBAN GREENING INITIATIVES. THESE PROJECTS NOT ONLY PROVIDE FRESH
PRODUCE AND BEAUTIFY NEIGHBORHOODS BUT ALSO FOSTER COMMUNITY COHESION AND CREATE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION. FROM THE VICTORY GARDENS OF W ORLD W AR || TO CONTEMPORARY URBAN FARMING
MOVEMENTS, BLACK COMMUNITIES HAVE TRANSFORMED NEGLECTED URBAN SPACES INTO PRODUCTIVE AND VIBRANT GREEN
OASES.

RESOURCEFULNESS AND ADAPTATION IN RURAL ENVIRONMENTS

IN RURAL AREAS, AFRICAN AMERICANS HAVE HISTORICALLY DEMONSTRATED RESOURCEFULNESS IN THEIR USE OF THE NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT FOR BUILDING MATERIALS, FUEL, AND FOOD. THIS OFTEN INVOLVED INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF LOCAL ECOSYSTEMS
AND A COMMITMENT TO NOT DEPLETING RESOURCES. THEY DEVELOPED STRATEGIES FOR HUNTING, FISHING, FORAGING, AND
WOODWORKING THAT WERE BOTH SUSTAINABLE AND ESSENTIAL FOR SURVIVAL AND ECONOMIC SELF-SUFFICIENCY. THIS



ANCESTRAL KNOWLEDGE CONTINUES TO INFORM CONTEMPORARY CONVERSATIONS ABOUT CONSERVATION AND RESPONSIBLE
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT.

THE RISE oF ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS IN BLACk COMMUNITIES

THE DISPROPORTIONATE BURDEN OF ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS ON AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES HAS FUELED POWERFUL AND
PERSISTENT ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS. THESE MOVEMENTS, BORN OUT OF NECESSITY AND A DEMAND FOR EQUITABLE
TREATMENT, HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN RAISING AW ARENESS, ADVOCATING FOR POLICY CHANGE, AND CHALLENGING THE
SYSTEMIC RACISM THAT UNDERPINS ENVIRONMENTAL INEQUALITY.

EARLY AcTIViSM AND CiviL RIGHTS CONNECTIONS

THE ROOTS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MOVEMENT IN AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES ARE INTERTWINED WITH THE
BROADER CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. ACTIVISTS RECOGNIZED THAT THE FIGHT FOR RACIAL EQUALITY WAS INEXTRICABLY LINKED
TO THE FIGHT FOR A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT. STRUGGLES FOR CLEAN WATER, SAFE HOUSING, AND ACCESS TO BASIC RESOURCES
IN BLACK NEIGHBORHOODS OFTEN HAD STRONG ENVIRONMENTAL COMPONENTS. EARLY PROTESTS AGAINST POLLUTING FACILITIES
AND HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES IN BLACK COMMUNITIES LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR A MORE FORMALIZED ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE AGENDA.

Key EVENTS AND ORGANIZATIONS

SEVERAL PIVOTAL EVENTS AND THE FORMATION OF INFLUENTIAL ORGANIZATIONS HAVE SHAPED THE LANDSCAPE OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM. THE W/ ARREN COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, PROTESTS IN 1982 AGAINST THE DUMPING
OF ToXIC PCB WASTE IN A PREDOMINANTLY BLACK COMMUNITY ARE WIDELY CONSIDERED A WATERSHED MOMENT, GALVANIZING
NATIONAL ATTENTION ON ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM. ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE SIERRA CLUB, NAACP ENVIRONMENTAL AND
CLIMATE JUSTICE PROGRAM, AND LOCAL GRASSROOTS GROUPS HAVE PLAYED CRUCIAL ROLES IN ADVOCATING FOR POLICY
CHANGES, CONDUCTING RESEARCH, AND EMPOWERING AFFECTED COMMUNITIES. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL
ProTECTION AGENCY'S OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN 1992 WAS A DIRECT RESULT OF SUSTAINED PRESSURE FROM
THESE MOVEMENTS.

CONTEMPORARY ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY

TODAY, AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ADVOCATES CONTINUE TO ADDRESS CRITICAL ISSUES SUCH AS CLIMATE
CHANGE IMPACTS, THE TRANSITION TO CLEAN ENERGY, AND THE EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS. THeY
ARE ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN COMMUNITY ORGANIZING, POLICY ADVOCACY, AND LEGAL CHALLENGES TO ENSURE THAT BLack
COMMUNITIES ARE NOT LEFT BEHIND IN THE PURSUIT OF A SUSTAINABLE AND HEALTHY FUTURE. THE FOCUS REMAINS ON
DISMANTLING SYSTEMIC INEQUITIES AND PROMOTING ENVIRONMENTAL DEMOCRACY, WHERE ALL COMMUNITIES HAVE A VOICE IN
ENVIRONMENTAL DECISION-MAKING.

Key THEMES AND METHODOLOGIES IN AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL
HisTORY RESEARCH

AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH EMPLOYS A DIVERSE RANGE OF METHODOLOGIES TO UNCOVER AND
INTERPRET THE EXPERIENCES OF BLACK PEOPLE WITH THE ENVIRONMENT. THIS INTERDISCIPLINARY FIELD DRAWS FROM HISTORY,
SOCIOLOGY, GEOGRAPHY, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, AND ETHNIC STUDIES TO PROVIDE A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF THE
SUBJECT. THE OVERARCHING GOAL IS TO RECONSTRUCT OFTEN-SILENCED NARRATIVES AND TO HIGHLIGHT THE AGENCY AND
RESILIENCE OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXTS.



INTERSECTIONAL ANALYSIS OF RACE, CLASS, AND GENDER

A CRITICAL ASPECT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH INVOLVES AN INTERSECTIONAL ANALYSIS. THIS
APPROACH RECOGNIZES THAT RACE, CLASS, AND GENDER ARE NOT ISOLATED CATEGORIES BUT ARE DEEPLY INTERWOVEN,
SHAPING ENVIRONMENT AL EXPERIENCES AND EXPOSURES. RESEARCHERS EXAMINE HOW THE INTERSECTION OF THESE IDENTITIES HAS
INFLUENCED ACCESS TO RESOURCES, VULNERABILITY TO POLLUTION, AND PARTICIPATION IN ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENTS WITHIN
BLACK COMMUNITIES. THIS HOLISTIC PERSPECTIVE IS ESSENTIAL FOR A COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING OF ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
ISSUES.

ORrAL HisTories AND COMMUNITY ARCHIVES

GIVEN THE HISTORICAL MARGINALIZATION OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN MAINSTREAM ARCHIVES, ORAL HISTORIES AND COMMUNITY =
BASED ARCHIVES ARE VITAL METHODOLOGIES. COLLECTING PERSONAL NARRATIVES, FAMILY STORIES, AND COMMUNITY MEMORIES
ALLOWS RESEARCHERS TO ACCESS FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES, ADAPTATIONS, AND RESISTANCE.
THESE QUALITATIVE DATA SOURCES PROVIDE RICH INSIGHTS INTO THE LIVED EXPERIENCES OF INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES
THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE BE LOST TO HISTORY. COMMUNITY ARCHIVES ALSO EMPOWER LOCAL RESIDENTS TO PRESERVE THEIR
OWN HISTORIES AND ENVIRONMENTAL HERITAGE.

GIS MAPPING AND SPATIAL ANALYSIS

GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYsTeMS (GIS) AND SPATIAL ANALYSIS TECHNIQUES ARE INCREASINGLY USED TO IDENTIFY
PATTERNS OF ENVIRONMENTAL INEQUALITY. RESEARCHERS UTILIZE GIS MAPPING TO VISUALIZE THE DISTRIBUTION OF POLLUTING
FACILITIES, HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES, AND ENVIRONMENT AL HAZARDS IN RELATION TO AFRICAN AMERICAN NEIGHBORHOODS.
THIS QUANTITATIVE APPROACH PROVIDES EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM AND HELPS TO DEMONSTRATE THE
SPATIAL DIMENSIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICE, SUPPORTING ADVOCACY EFFORTS AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS.

ANALYSIS OF LEGAL AND PoLICY FRAMEWORKS

(UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF LEGAL AND POLICY FRAMEWORKS IS CRUCIAL. RESEARCHERS EXAMINE DISCRIMINATORY HOUSING
POLICIES, LAND-USE REGULATIONS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS THAT HAVE HISTORICALLY DISADVANTAGED AFRICAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITIES. THE ANALYSIS EXTENDS TO HOW THESE POLICIES HAVE CREATED OR EXACERBATED ENVIRONMENTAL DISPARITIES.
FURTHERMORE/ THE STUDY INCLUDES THE LEGAL BATTLES AND POLICY ADVOCACY UNDERTAKEN BY BLACK COMMUNITIES AND
THEIR ALLIES TO ACHIEVE ENVIRONMENTAL EQUITY AND JUSTICE.

ExPLORATION OF CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS AND NARRATIVES

AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH ALSO DELVES INTO CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS OF THE ENVIRONMENT
IN LITERATURE, ART, MUSIC, AND FILM. THESE CULTURAL PRODUCTS OFTEN OFFER INSIGHTS INTO THE EMOTIONAL, SPIRITUAL,
AND SOCIAL DIMENSIONS OF THE BLACK EXPERIENCE WITH NATURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES. ANALYZING THESE
NARRATIVES HELPS TO UNDERSTAND HOW ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES ARE PERCEIVED, COMMUNICATED, AND CONTESTED WITHIN
BLAck CULTURE, REVEALING DEEPLY HELD VALUES AND PERSPECTIVES ON ENVIRONMENTAL STEW ARDSHIP AND JUSTICE.

LAND OWNERSHIP AND AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AFRICAN AMERICANS AND LAND OWNERSHIP IN AMERICA IS A CENTRAL THEME IN ENVIRONMENT AL
HISTORY. FOLLOWING EMANCIPATION, THE PROMISE OF “40 ACRES AND A MULE” WAS LARGELY UNFULFILLED, YET MANY BLACk
FAMILIES STRIVED TO ACQUIRE LAND, SEEING IT AS A PATH TO ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-DETERMINATION. THIS PURSUIT
OF LAND OWNERSHIP, THOUGH FRAUGHT WITH OBSTACLES, SHAPED AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.



THE STRUGGLE FOR LAND ACQUISITION

PosT-CiviL WAR ATTEMPTS BY AFRICAN AMERICANS TO ACQUIRE LAND WERE MET WITH SIGNIFICANT RESISTANCE.
DISCRIMINATORY LENDING PRACTICES, VIOLENCE, AND THE IMPOSITION OF SHARECROPPING SYSTEMS OFTEN PREVENTED BLAack
FARMERS FROM ACHIEVING TRUE LAND OWNERSHIP. DESPITE THESE CHALLENGES, MANY MANAGED TO ACQUIRE SMALL PLOTS OF
LAND, CREATING ENCLAVES OF BLACK AGRICULTURAL ENTERPRISE. THESE LANDHOLDING COMMUNITIES OFTEN BECAME CENTERS OF
CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC RESILIENCE.

INNOVATIVE FARMING TECHNIQUES AND SoiL CONSERVATION

AFRICAN AMERICAN FARMERS DEVELOPED AND EMPLOYED A VARIETY OF INNOVATIVE TECHNIQUES TO MAXIMIZE YIELDS ON OFTEN
MARGINAL LANDS AND TO CONSERVE PRECIOUS SOIL RESOURCES. THESE PRACTICES INCLUDED INTERCROPPING, TERRACING, AND
THE USE OF COVER CROPS, MANY OF WHICH WERE INFORMED BY ANCESTRAL KNOWLEDGE AND ADAPTED TO LOCAL ECOLOGICAL
CONDITIONS. THESE SUSTAINABLE METHODS ENSURED THE LONG-TERM VIABILITY OF THEIR FARMS AND DEMONSTRATED A DEEP
RESPECT FOR THE LAND.

THE IMPACT OF AGRICULTURAL PoLICIES ON BLACK FARMERS

THROUGHOUT THE 20TH CENTURY, VARIOUS FEDERAL AGRICULTURAL POLICIES, INCLUDING THOSE RELATED TO SUBSIDIES,
CREDIT, AND LAND REDISTRIBUTION, OFTEN HAD A DISPROPORTIONATELY NEGATIVE IMPACT ON BLACK FARMERS. SYSTEMIC
DISCRIMINATION WITHIN AGRICULTURAL AGENCIES LED TO WIDESPREAD LOSS OF LAND AND WEALTH AMONG AFRICAN AMERICAN
FARMERS. RESEARCH IN THIS AREA HIGHLIGHTS THE ONGOING NEED TO ADDRESS THESE HISTORICAL INJUSTICES AND TO SUPPORT
BLACK LAND OWNERSHIP AND AGRICULTURAL ENDEAVORS.

URBAN ENVIRONMENTS AND INDUSTRIAL IMPACTS

THE MIGRATION OF AFRICAN AMERICANS FROM RURAL TO URBAN AREAS IN THE 20TH CENTURY BROUGHT NEW ENVIRONMENTAL
CHALLENGES. AS BLACK COMMUNITIES SETTLED IN INDUSTRIAL CENTERS, THEY OFTEN FOUND THEMSELVES LIVING IN CLOSE
PROXIMITY TO POLLUTING FACTORIES, HIGHWAYS, AND OTHER SOURCES OF ENVIRONMENTAL HARM. THIS CONCENTRATION OF
INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY IN URBAN BLACK NEIGHBRORHOODS LED TO SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC HEALTH CONSEQUENCES.

HousING DISCRIMINATION AND RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION

DISCRIMINATORY HOUSING PRACTICES, SUCH AS REDLINING AND RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS, CHANNELED AFRICAN AMERICANS INTO
SPECIFIC URBAN NEIGHBORHOODS. THESE AREAS WERE FREQUENTLY CHARACTERIZED BY SUBSTANDARD HOUSING, LACK OF GREEN
SPACE, AND PROXIMITY TO INDUSTRIAL ZONES. THIS PATTERN OF RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION MEANT THAT BLACK COMMUNITIES
\WERE OFTEN THE FIRST AND WORST AFFECTED BY INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION AND URBAN DECAY.

ExPosuUre To AIR AND WATER PoOLLUTION

URBAN AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES HAVE HISTORICALLY EXPERIENCED HIGHER LEVELS OF EXPOSURE TO AIR AND WATER
POLLUTION ORIGINATING FROM INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES, POWER PLANTS, AND VEHICULAR TRAFFIC. THIS HAS RESULTED IN
ELEVATED RATES OF RESPIRATORY DISEASES, SUCH AS ASTHMA, AND OTHER HEALTH PROBLEMS. THE LACK OF INVESTMENT IN
CLEAN INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION IN THESE NEIGHBORHOODS HAS PERPETUATED THESE DISPARITIES.

THe RoLE oF INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

THE PLACEMENT OF MAJOR TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE, LIKE HIGHWAYS AND PORTS, HAS ALSO DISPROPORTIONATELY
IMPACTED BLACK NEIGHBORHOODS. THESE PROJECTS OFTEN LED TO THE DISPLACEMENT OF RESIDENTS, INCREASED NOISE AND AIR



POLLUTION, AND THE FRAGMENTATION OF COMMUNITIES. THE DECISIONS REGARDING WHERE TO SITE SUCH INFRASTRUCTURE WERE
FREQUENTLY INFLUENCED BY RACIAL BIAS, FURTHER EXACERBATING ENVIRONMENTAL INEQUITIES.

\WATER ACCESS AND QUALITY

ACCESS TO CLEAN AND SAFE WATER IS A FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHT, YET FOR MANY AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES, THIS
HAS BEEN A PERSISTENT STRUGGLE. HISTORICAL NEGLECT, INFRASTRUCTURE DEFICITS, AND THE SITING OF POLLUTING INDUSTRIES
HAVE ALL CONTRIBUTED TO WATER QUALITY ISSUES THAT DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECT BLACK POPULATIONS.

THe FLINT WATER Crisis As A CASE STubpY

THE FLINT, MICHIGAN, W ATER CRISIS SERVES AS A STARK AND WIDELY RECOGNIZED EXAMPLE OF ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICE
IMPACTING AN AFRICAN AMERICAN MAJORITY CITY. THE DECISION TO SWITCH THE CITY'S WATER SOURCE WITHOUT ADEQUATE
TREATMENT LED TO WIDESPREAD LEAD CONTAMINATION, CAUSING SEVERE HEALTH PROBLEMS, PARTICULARLY FOR CHILDREN.
THIS EVENT BROUGHT NATIONAL ATTENTION TO THE SYSTEMIC NEGLECT AND RACIAL DISPARITIES IN WATER INFRASTRUCTURE
AND PUBLIC HEALTH PROTECTION.

CONTAMINATION FROM INDUSTRIAL DISCHARGE AND AGRICULTURAL RUNOFF

MANY AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES ARE SITUATED NEAR INDUSTRIAL SITES OR IN AGRICULTURAL REGIONS WHERE THEY ARE
EXPOSED TO CONTAMINATED WATER SOURCES DUE TO INDUSTRIAL DISCHARGE AND AGRICULTURAL RUNOFF. THIS CAN INCLUDE
POLLUTANTS FROM MANUFACTURING PROCESSES, CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS, AND PESTICIDES, ALL OF WHICH CAN HAVE DETRIMENTAL
EFFECTS ON HUMAN HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT. THE LACK OF ROBUST ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT HAS
OFTEN ALLOWED THESE PRACTICES TO CONTINUE WITH MINIMAL ACCOUNTABILITY.

LACk oF INVESTMENT IN W ATER INFRASTRUCTURE

HISTORICALLY, THERE HAS BEEN UNDERINVESTMENT IN WATER INFRASTRUCTURE IN MANY AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES, BOTH
URBAN AND RURAL. THIS HAS LED TO AGING PIPES, INADEQUATE TREATMENT FACILITIES, AND A GREATER SUSCEPTIBILITY TO
CONTAMINATION EVENTS. ADDRESSING THESE INFRASTRUCTURE DEFICITS IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF ACHIEVING WATER
EQUITY AND ENSURING THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF THESE COMMUNITIES.

HeALTH DISPARITIES AND ENVIRONMENTAL EXPOSURES

THE CORRELATION BETWEEN ENVIRONMENTAL EXPOSURES AND HEALTH DISPARITIES IN AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES IS A
SIGNIFICANT FOCUS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH. THE CUMULATIVE IMPACT OF POLLUTION, LACK
OF GREEN SPACE, AND LIMITED ACCESS TO HEALTHY FOOD OPTIONS CONTRIBUTES TO A HIGHER BURDEN OF CHRONIC DISEASES.

ReSPIRATORY ILLNESSES AND ASTHMA RATES

AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES, PARTICULARLY IN URBAN AREAS, EXPERIENCE DISPROPORTIONATELY HIGH RATES OF ASTHMA
AND OTHER RESPIRATORY ILLNESSES. THIS IS OFTEN LINKED TO ELEVATED LEVELS OF AIR POLLUTION FROM INDUSTRIAL
EMISSIONS, TRAFFIC, AND PROXIMITY TO HIGHWAYS. EXPOSURE TO PARTICULATE MATTER AND OTHER AIRBORNE TOXINS
EXACERBATES THESE CONDITIONS AND LEADS TO INCREASED HOSPITALIZATIONS AND REDUCED QUALITY OF LIFE.



CANCER CLUSTERS AND ToXIC EXPOSURE

RESEARCH HAS IDENTIFIED CANCER CLUSTERS IN COMMUNITIES WITH HIGH CONCENTRATIONS OF POLLUTING INDUSTRIES OR
HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES, MANY OF WHICH ARE PREDOMINANTLY BLACK. STUDIES HAVE LINKED SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL
EXPOSURES, SUCH AS THOSE FROM CHEMICAL PLANTS AND REFINERIES, TO INCREASED RISKS OF CERTAIN TYPES OF CANCER
WITHIN THESE POPULATIONS. THE LEGACY OF INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION CONTINUES TO IMPACT COMMUNITY HEALTH FOR
GENERATIONS.

Foob DeSerTS AND NUTRITIONAL HEALTH

THE PREVALENCE OF “FOOD DESERTS” — AREAS WITH LIMITED ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, HEALTHY FOOD OPTIONS — IN MANY
AFRICAN AMERICAN NEIGHBORHOODS FURTHER CONTRIBUTES TO HEALTH DISPARITIES. THIS LACK OF ACCESS TO FRESH PRODUCE
AND NUTRITIOUS FOODS, COUPLED WITH HIGHER EXPOSURE TO ENVIRONMENTAL TOXINS, CREATES A COMPLEX WEB OF HEALTH
CHALLENGES. COMMUNITY-LED INITIATIVES TO IMPROVE FOOD ACCESS AND URBAN FARMING PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN ADDRESSING
THESE ISSUES.

ReSISTANCE, RESILIENCE, AND ACTIVISM

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY IS REPLETE WITH INSTANCES OF RESISTANCE, RESILIENCE, AND ACTIVISM IN THE FACE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICE. FROM COVERT ACTS OF DEFIANCE TO ORGANIZED COMMUNITY PROTESTS, BLACK PEOPLE HAVE
CONSISTENTLY FOUGHT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EQUITY AND THE PROTECTION OF THEIR COMMUNITIES AND NATURAL RESOURCES.

CoMMUNITY ORGANIZING AND LocAL INITIATIVES

THROUGHOUT HISTORY, AFRICAN AMERICANS HAVE ORGANIZED AT THE LOCAL LEVEL TO ADDRESS ENVIRONMENT AL CONCERNS.
THIS INCLUDES FORMING COMMUNITY GROUPS TO ADVOCATE FOR CLEANER AIR AND WATER, PETITIONING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
FOR IMPROVED INFRASTRUCTURE, AND ENGAGING IN DIRECT ACTION AGAINST POLLUTING INDUSTRIES. THESE GRASSROOTS
EFFORTS HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN BRINGING ATTENTION TO ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND DRIVING LOCAL CHANGE.

LeGcAL CHALLENGES AND PoLicY ADVOCACY

AFRICAN AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS HAVE ALSO ENGAGED IN LEGAL CHALLENGES AND POLICY ADVOCACY TO
COMBAT ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM. THIS HAS INVOLVED FILING LAWSUITS AGAINST POLLUTING COMPANIES, LOBBYING FOR
STRONGER ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS, AND WORKING TO ELECT OFFICIALS WHO CHAMPION ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE. THeSE
LEGAL AND POLITICAL STRATEGIES HAVE BEEN CRUCIAL IN PUSHING FOR SYSTEMIC CHANGE AND HOLDING POLLUTERS
ACCOUNTABLE.

THe RoLE oF CHURCHES AND COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS

CHURCHES AND OTHER BLACK COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS HAVE HISTORICALLY SERVED AS VITAL HUBS FOR ACTIVISM AND
SUPPORT. THEY HAVE PROVIDED SPACES FOR ORGANIZING, EDUCATION, AND RESOURCE MOBILIZATION, ENABLING COMMUNITIES
TO COLLECTIVELY ADDRESS ENVIRONMENTAL THREATS. THE MORAL AND SPIRITUAL FRAMEWORK PROVIDED BY THESE
INSTITUTIONS HAS OFTEN FUELED THE FIGHT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE.

INTERGENERATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND CULTURAL PRACTICES

THE TRANSMISSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL KNOWLEDGE AND CULTURAL PRACTICES ACROSS GENERATIONS HAS FOSTERED A DEEP
SENSE OF STEWARDSHIP AND RESILIENCE. TRADITIONAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE, PASSED DOWN THROUGH FAMILIES, HAS
INFORMED SUSTAINABLE LIVING PRACTICES AND A PROFOUND RESPECT FOR NATURE. THIS INTERGENERATIONAL TRANSFER OF



KNOWLEDGE IS A FORM OF CULTURAL RESISTANCE AND AN IMPORTANT ASSET IN THE ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE.

PRESERVING AND PROMOTING AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY
RESEARCH

THE ONGOING PRESERVATION AND PROMOTION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH ARE ESSENTIAL FOR
ENSURING THAT THESE VITAL NARRATIVES ARE RECOGNIZED, UNDERSTOOD, AND BUILT UPON. THIS INVOLVES ACTIVELY
COLLECTING, ARCHIVING, AND DISSEMINATING THE STORIES AND FINDINGS THAT EMERGE FROM THIS FIELD.

ARCHIVAL W oRk AND DIGITALIZATION EFFORTS

DEDICATED ARCHIVAL WORK IS CRUCIAL FOR IDENTIFYING AND PRESERVING HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, PHOTOGRAPHS, ORAL
HISTORIES, AND OTHER MATERIALS RELATED TO AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERIENCES. DIGITALIZATION EFFORTS ARE
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT FOR MAKING THESE RESOURCES ACCESSIBLE TO A WIDER AUDIENCE, INCLUDING SCHOLARS, STUDENTS,
AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS. THIS HELPS TO DEMOCRATIZE ACCESS TO HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE.

EpucaTIiONAL OUTREACH AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

INTEGRATING AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY INTO EDUCATIONAL CURRICULA AT ALL LEVELS IS VITAL FOR
RAISING AWARENESS AND FOSTERING FUTURE GENERATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDS AND ADVOCATES. THIS INCLUDES
DEVELOPING LESSON PLANS, TEACHING MATERIALS, AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS THAT HIGHLIGHT THE CONTRIBUTIONS AND
STRUGGLES OF BLACK COMMUNITIES IN RELATION TO THE ENVIRONMENT. EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH CAN TRANSFORM HOW
ENVIRONMENTALISM IS UNDERSTOOD.

PusLic HisTorY ProjJecTs AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

PUBLIC HISTORY PROJECTS, SUCH AS MUSEUM EXHIBITS, DOCUMENTARIES, AND WALKING TOURS, OFFER ENGAGING WAYS TO
SHARE AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY WITH THE PUBLIC. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVES, SUCH AS TOWN
HALL MEETINGS AND W ORKSHOPS, PROVIDE PLATFORMS FOR DIALOGUE AND COLLABORATION BETWEEN RESEARCHERS,
COMMUNITY MEMBERS, AND POLICYMAKERS. THESE EFFORTS ENSURE THAT THE RESEARCH REMAINS RELEVANT AND IMPACTFUL.

SUPPORTING SCHOLARSHIP AND RESEARCH INITIATIVES

CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR SCHOLARS AND RESEARCH INITIATIVES FOCUSED ON AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENT AL HISTORY IS
PARAMOUNT. THIS INCLUDES FUNDING FOR ACADEMIC RESEARCH, GRANTS FOR COMMUNITY-BASED PROJECTS, AND THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF DEDICATED RESEARCH CENTERS OR PROGRAMS. SUCH SUPPORT IS ESSENTIAL FOR ADVANCING THE FIELD AND
DEEPENING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THIS CRITICAL AREA OF STUDY.

THE FUTURE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH

THE FIELD OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH IS DYNAMIC AND CONTINUALLY EVOLVING, PROMISING NEW
INSIGHTS AND APPROACHES. AS AWARENESS OF ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICE GROWS, SO TOO DOES THE IMPERATIVE TO EXPLORE
THE COMPLEX AND VITAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK COMMUNITIES TO ENVIRONMENTAL THOUGHT AND ACTION.



EMERGING THEMES AND INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES

FUTURE RESEARCH IS LIKELY TO DELVE DEEPER INTO EMERGING THEMES SUCH AS THE INTERSECTION OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND
RACIAL JUSTICE, THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE DIGITAL DIVIDE, AND THE ROLE OF BLACK WOMEN IN ENVIRONMENT AL
MOVEMENTS. INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES THAT BRIDGE THE HUMANITIES, SOCIAL SCIENCES, AND NATURAL SCIENCES WILL
BECOME INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT FOR ADDRESSING THE MULTIFACETED NATURE OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES.

AMPLIFYING UNDERSERVED VOICES AND NARRATIVES

A KEY PRIORITY FOR THE FUTURE WILL BE THE CONTINUED AMPLIFICATION OF UNDERSERVED VOICES AND NARRATIVES WITHIN
AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY. THIS INCLUDES FOCUSING ON THE EXPERIENCES OF BLACK COMMUNITIES IN
REGIONS AND TIME PERIODS THAT HAVE BEEN HISTORICALLY UNDER-RESEARCHED, AS WELL AS ELEVATING THE PERSPECTIVES OF
MARGINALIZED GROUPS WITHIN BLACK COMMUNITIES. ENSURING A COMPREHENSIVE AND INCLUSIVE HISTORICAL RECORD IS
ESSENTIAL.

BRIDGING RESEARCH AND PoOLICY FOR ACTION

THE FUTURE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH MUST ALSO FOCUS ON BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN
SCHOLARLY FINDINGS AND ACTIONABLE POLICY. TRANSLATING RESEARCH INTO EFFECTIVE ADVOCACY, INFORMING LEGISLATIVE
AGENDAS, AND SUPPORTING COMMUNITY-LED SOLUTIONS WILL BE CRITICAL. THIS APPLIED APPROACH ENSURES THAT
HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING DIRECTLY CONTRIBUTES TO CREATING A MORE JUST AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURE.

GLoBAL CoNNECTIONS AND COMPARATIVE STUDIES

EXPANDING THE SCOPE TO INCLUDE GLOBAL CONNECTIONS AND COMPARATIVE STUDIES WILL OFFER NEW PERSPECTIVES.
EXAMINING THE ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORIES OF AFRICAN DIASPORA COMMUNITIES IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD CAN REVEAL
SHARED CHALLENGES, DISTINCT STRATEGIES, AND UNIVERSAL THEMES OF RESILIENCE AND RESISTANCE. THIS BROADER LENS
ENRICHES OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE HUMAN-ENVIRONMENT RELATIONSHIP.

CoNCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH IS A CRUCIAL AND EXPANDING FIELD THAT UNEARTHS
THE RICH, OFTEN OVERLOOKED, EXPERIENCES OF BLACK PEOPLE WITH THE ENVIRONMENT. |T ILLUMINATES THEIR ROLES AS
RESILIENT STEWARDS, INNOVATIVE FARMERS, AND DETERMINED ACTIVISTS WHO HAVE CONSISTENTLY NAVIGATED AND RESISTED
ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICES. FROM THE AGRARIAN PRACTICES OF THE PAST TO THE CONTEMPORARY ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
MOVEMENTS, THIS RESEARCH UNDERSCORES THE DEEP CONNECTION BETWEEN RACE, PLACE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL WELL-BEING. By
PRESERVING AND PROMOTING THESE NARRATIVES, WE GAIN A MORE COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF AMERICAN
ENVIRONMENTALISM AND CAN BETTER ADDRESS THE PRESSING ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES OF TODAY WITH A COMMITMENT TO
EQUITY AND JUSTICE. THE ONGOING EXPLORATION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY IS NOT ONLY AN ACADEMIC
ENDEAVOR BUT A VITAL STEP TOWARDS BUILDING A MORE SUSTAINABLE AND EQUITABLE FUTURE FOR ALL.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE SOME OF THE KEY THEMES EMERGING IN AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL
HISTORY RESEARCH?

CURRENT RESEARCH IS HIGHLIGHTING THEMES OF ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM AND ITS HISTORICAL ROOTS, THE DEEP CONNECTION OF
BLACK COMMUNITIES TO LAND AND WATER, THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS TO CONSERVATION AND



ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS, AND THE INTERSECTIONALITY OF RACE, CLASS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION IN
SHAPING BLACK EXPERIENCES.

How IS THE CONCEPT OF 'ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM’ BEING EXPLORED IN RECENT AFRICAN
AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY SCHOLARSHIP?

RECENT SCHOLARSHIP IS MOVING BEYOND SIMPLY IDENTIFYING DISPARITIES TO EXCAVATING THE HISTORICAL MECHANISMS AND
POLICIES THAT CREATED AND PERPETUATED ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM. THIS INCLUDES EXAMINING DISCRIMINATORY HOUSING
POLICIES, REDLINING, THE SITING OF POLLUTING INDUSTRIES IN BLAack NEIGHBORHOODS, AND THE LEGACY OF THESE PRACTICES ON
PUBLIC HEALTH AND COMMUNITY WELL-BEING.

WHAT ARE SOME OVERLOOKED OR UNDER-RESEARCHED AREAS WITHIN AFRICAN
AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY?

THERE'S A GROWING INTEREST IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTICES AND KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS OF ENSLAVED PEOPLE, THE ROLE OF
BLACK WOMEN IN ENVIRONMENT AL STEWARDSHIP, THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE GREAT MIGRATION/ AND THE
OVERLOOKED ENVIRONMENTAL STRUGGLES AND INNOVATIONS WITHIN URBAN BLACK COMMUNITIES.

How ARE SCHOLARS UTILIZING NEW METHODOLOGIES AND SOURCES TO UNCOVER
AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY?

RESEARCHERS ARE INCREASINGLY EMPLOYING ORAL HISTORIES, COMMUNITY ARCHIVES, GEOSPATIAL ANALYSIS, DIGITAL
HUMANITIES TOOLS, AND INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES THAT COMBINE HISTORY WITH SOCIOLOGY, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE TO RECONSTRUCT THESE OFTEN-MARGINALIZED NARRATIVES.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDYING THE INTERSECTION OF BLACK CULTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTALISMP

THIS AREA OF STUDY REVEALS HOW AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL PRACTICES, SPIRITUAL BELIEFS, AND RESISTANCE
TRADITIONS HAVE FOSTERED UNIQUE RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE ENVIRONMENT, OFTEN AS A MEANS OF SURVIVAL AND CULTURAL
PRESERVATION IN THE FACE OF OPPRESSION. |T ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE DEEP-SEATED ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS PRESENT WITHIN
BLACK COMMUNITIES.

How DOES CONTEMPORARY AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ACTIVISM
BUILD UPON HISTORICAL PRECEDENTS?

MODERN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS LED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS ARE DEEPLY ROOTED IN HISTORICAL STRUGGLES
AGAINST ENVIRONMENTAL HARM AND SYSTEMIC INEQUALITY. SCHOLARSHIP IS CONNECTING CONTEMPORARY ACTIVISM TO THE
LEGACY OF EARLIER COMMUNITY ORGANIZING, PROTESTS, AND LEGAL CHALLENGES THAT FOUGHT FOR CLEANER AIR, WATER, AND
HEALTHIER LIVING CONDITIONS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HERE ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO AFRICAN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH, WITH DESCRIPTIONS!

THE BLACK ENVIRONMENTALISTS: A LEGACY OF ACTIVISM AND RESISTANCE

THIS GROUNDBREAKING WORK DELVES INTO THE RICH HISTORY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS WHO HAVE BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENTS. |T EXPLORES HOW BLACK COMMUNITIES HAVE DISPROPORTIONATELY BORNE THE BRUNT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICES, FROM REDLINING AND TOXIC WASTE SITES TO LACK OF ACCESS TO GREEN SPACES. THE BOOK
HIGHLIGHTS THE RESILIENCE AND INNOVATIVE STRATEGIES EMPLOYED BY THESE ACTIVISTS TO ADVOCATE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL



HEALTH AND JUSTICE.

2.

GREEN RoOTS, BLACK SoIL: ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH

FOCUSING ON THE SOUTHERN UNITED STATES, THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE INTRICATE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN RACE, LAND, AND
ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION EXPERIENCED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS. |T INVESTIGATES THE HISTORICAL EXPLOITATION OF
BLACK LABOR IN AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY, AND HOW THIS LEGACY CONTINUES TO SHAPE ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES. THE
TEXT SHOWCASES HOW SOUTHERN BLACK COMMUNITIES HAVE ORGANIZED TO COMBAT POLLUTION AND RECLAIM THEIR
ENVIRONMENTAL HERITAGE.

3.

FrRoM CoTTON FIELDS TO ToxIc SITeS: AFRICAN AMERICAN LAND USE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE

THIS STUDY TRACES THE EVOLVING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE LAND ACROSS CENTURIES. |T BEGINS
WITH THE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES AND LAND OWNERSHIP PATTERNS DURING AND AFTER SLAVERY, MOVING THROUGH
INDUSTRIALIZATION AND ITS IMPACT ON BLACK COMMUNITIES. THE BOOK ULTIMATELY ANALYZES HOW URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND
INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION HAVE LED TO SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL BURDENS IN BLACK NEIGHBRORHOODS.

4.

INVISIBLE LANDSCAPES: THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE OF NATURE

CHALLENGING THE NOTION THAT ENVIRONMENTALISM IS A WHITE MOVEMENT, THIS BOOK UNCOVERS THE OFTEN-OVERLOOKED
WAYS AFRICAN AMERICANS HAVE INTERACTED WITH AND SHAPED THEIR NATURAL SURROUNDINGS. |T EXPLORES HOW BLACK
PEOPLE HAVE FOUND SOLACE, RECREATION, AND CULTURAL MEANING IN NATURE, EVEN AMIDST SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION. THE
AUTHOR HIGHLIGHTS HOW THESE EXPERIENCES HAVE OFTEN BEEN SHAPED BY SEGREGATION AND LIMITED ACCESS TO PRISTINE
ENVIRONMENTS.

5.

Toxic Towns, RESILIENT RooTs: AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES AND
ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS

THIS VITAL RESOURCE INVESTIGATES THE PERSISTENT ISSUE OF ENVIRONMENT AL RACISM, SPECIFICALLY FOCUSING ON
COMMUNITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION AND HAZARDOUS WASTE. |T PROVIDES CASE STUDIES
OF AFRICAN AMERICAN TOWNS AND CITIES THAT HAVE FACED SEVERE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CRISES. THE BOOK CELEBRATES
THE ENDURING SPIRIT AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZING EFFORTS THAT HAVE FOUGHT FOR CLEANER ENVIRONMENTS AND
ACCOUNTABILITY.

6.

THe UNseeN COMMONS: AFRICAN AMERICAN STEWARDSHIP OF NATURAL RESOURCES

THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICES OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN MANAGING AND STEWARDING
NATURAL RESOURCES, OFTEN IN MARGINALIZED OR OVERLOOKED LANDSCAPES. |T EXPLORES HOW SKILLS IN FARMING, FISHING, AND
LAND MANAGEMENT WERE PASSED DOWN THROUGH GENERATIONS, DEMONSTRATING A DEEP CONNECTION TO THE ENVIRONMENT.
THE WORK HIGHLIGHTS THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THESE COMMUNITIES TO BIODIVERSITY AND SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES.

BLAack MeTrRoPOLIS, GREEN ASPIRATIONS: URBAN ENVIRONMENTALISM IN AFRICAN



AMERICAN CITIES

THIS ENGAGING STUDY LOOKS AT THE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND ACTIVISM WITHIN AFRICAN AMERICAN URBAN CENTERS. |T
ANALYZES HOW ISSUES LIKE AIR QUALITY, WATER ACCESS, AND URBAN HEAT ISLANDS HAVE IMPACTED CITY-DWELLING BLAck
POPULATIONS. THE BOOK SHOWCASES THE INNOVATIVE APPROACHES AFRICAN AMERICAN URBAN COMMUNITIES HAVE TAKEN TO
CREATE GREEN SPACES, ADVOCATE FOR POLICY CHANGE, AND BUILD HEALTHIER CITY ENVIRONMENTS.

8.

W ATER's EDGE, BLACK SHORES: AFRICAN AMERICANS AND COASTAL ENVIRONMENTS

THIS IMPORTANT HISTORICAL ACCOUNT EXPLORES THE COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AFRICAN AMERICANS AND COASTAL
ECOSYSTEMS, FROM FISHING COMMUNITIES TO WATERFRONT ACCESS. |T ADDRESSES THE HISTORICAL DISENFRANCHISEMENT AND
DISPLACEMENT OF BLACK POPULATIONS FROM VALUABLE COASTAL RESOURCES. THE BOOK ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE ONGOING
STRUGGLES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN THESE AREAS AND THE EFFORTS TO PRESERVE CULTURAL CONNECTIONS TO THE SEA.

9.

THE SHADOW OF THE SMELTER: AFRICAN AMERICANS AND INDUSTRIAL
ENVIRONMENTALISM

THIS FOCUSED EXAMINATION ANALYZES THE PROFOUND AND OFTEN DETRIMENTAL IMPACT OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ON
AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT HISTORY. IT INVESTIGATES HOW INDUSTRIES, FROM MINING TO MANUFACTURING,
HAVE OFTEN BEEN LOCATED IN OR NEAR BLACK NEIGHBORHOODS, LEADING TO SIGNIFICANT POLLUTION. THE BOOK DETAILS THE
FIGHT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE BY THOSE LIVING IN THE SHADOW OF THESE INDUSTRIAL SITES.
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