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The enduring legacy of the Afghanistan US involvement is a complex tapestry
woven with threads of geopolitical strategy, humanitarian aid, nation-
building efforts, and ultimately, military conflict. For over two decades,
the United States’ presence in Afghanistan profoundly shaped both the
nation’s trajectory and America’s foreign policy, leaving an indelible mark
on international relations. This extensive article delves into the
multifaceted dimensions of US involvement in Afghanistan, exploring the
origins of the intervention, the shifting objectives, the immense human and
financial costs, the challenges of reconstruction and governance, and the
eventual withdrawal. We will examine the pivotal moments, the key actors, and
the long-term consequences of this significant chapter in modern history.
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The Genesis of US Intervention in Afghanistan

The initial impetus for Afghanistan US involvement stemmed directly from the
horrific terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. Al-Qaeda, led by Osama bin
Laden, orchestrated the attacks on American soil, and it was quickly
established that Afghanistan, then under the rule of the Taliban, was
providing sanctuary and support to the terrorist organization. President
George W. Bush declared a “War on Terror,” and the invasion of Afghanistan,
codenamed Operation Enduring Freedom, commenced in October 2001. The primary
initial objective was to dismantle al-Qaeda, disrupt its operations, and
prevent Afghanistan from serving as a base for future terrorist activities.
The international community largely supported this initial intervention,
viewing it as a necessary response to a direct threat against global
security.



The Taliban's Role and the Initial Invasion

The Taliban, an Islamic fundamentalist movement, had seized control of most
of Afghanistan in the mid-1990s. Their regime was characterized by strict
interpretations of Islamic law, often leading to severe human rights abuses,
particularly against women. Crucially, the Taliban refused to extradite Osama
bin Laden and his associates to the United States, despite repeated demands.
This intransigence sealed their fate and initiated the military engagement.
The initial invasion was swift, with U.S. and allied forces, working with
Afghan opposition groups, quickly toppling the Taliban regime and
establishing a new interim government. The early days of the intervention
were marked by a sense of optimism and a belief that a relatively swift
victory was achievable.

The Broader Geopolitical Context

Beyond the immediate counter-terrorism objective, the Afghanistan US
involvement also intersected with broader geopolitical considerations. For
decades, Afghanistan had been a theater of proxy conflicts, notably the
Soviet-Afghan War in the 1980s. Following the Soviet withdrawal, the country
descended into civil war, creating a power vacuum that the Taliban eventually
filled. The U.S. interest in preventing the resurgence of extremist groups
and ensuring regional stability was a significant factor. Furthermore, the
intervention was seen as a demonstration of American resolve and its
commitment to combating terrorism on a global scale, setting a precedent for
future military engagements.

The Shifting Sands of US Objectives in
Afghanistan

While the initial objective of dismantling al-Qaeda and removing the Taliban
from power was clear, the scope of US involvement in Afghanistan gradually
expanded over the years. As the situation evolved, so too did the stated
goals of the U.S. administration. What began as a counter-terrorism mission
morphed into a complex nation-building endeavor, a process that proved far
more challenging and protracted than initially anticipated. This evolution in
objectives led to increased commitment and, consequently, greater expenditure
of resources and lives.

From Counter-Terrorism to Counter-Insurgency

As the Taliban regrouped and began to reassert their influence, the mission
shifted from solely targeting al-Qaeda to a broader counter-insurgency
strategy. The goal became not only to eliminate terrorist threats but also to
prevent the Taliban from regaining control and to stabilize the country. This
involved training and equipping the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF),
fostering democratic institutions, and promoting economic development. The
shift to counter-insurgency marked a significant escalation in the complexity
and demands of the U.S. mission.



Nation-Building and State-Building Aspirations

A substantial component of the Afghanistan US involvement became the
ambitious, and ultimately elusive, goal of nation-building. U.S. policymakers
aimed to transform Afghanistan into a stable, democratic, and self-sufficient
state capable of governing its territory and preventing the re-emergence of
terrorist safe havens. This involved investing heavily in infrastructure,
education, healthcare, and the development of a judicial system. The
underlying assumption was that by addressing the root causes of instability,
such as poverty and lack of governance, Afghanistan could be steered away
from extremism and towards a more prosperous future. However, the deeply
ingrained challenges of tribalism, corruption, and the pervasive influence of
illicit economies presented formidable obstacles.

Key Phases of US Military Operations in
Afghanistan

The nature of US involvement in Afghanistan evolved through distinct phases,
each characterized by different strategic priorities, troop levels, and
operational approaches. Understanding these phases is crucial for
comprehending the overall trajectory of the conflict and the challenges faced
by U.S. forces and their allies.

Phase 1: Initial Invasion and Taliban Overthrow
(2001-2002)

This initial phase was dominated by the swift military campaign that
dismantled the Taliban regime and liberated much of the country from their
control. U.S. special forces, air power, and allied ground troops, working in
concert with Afghan Northern Alliance forces, achieved rapid territorial
gains. The focus was on eliminating al-Qaeda leadership and operatives, and a
significant achievement was the disruption of their training camps and
operational infrastructure. The interim Afghan government, led by Hamid
Karzai, was established during this period, signaling the beginning of a new
political era.

Phase 2: Stabilization and Early Reconstruction
(2002-2006)

Following the initial military success, the focus shifted towards
stabilization and early reconstruction efforts. International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) was established, with NATO taking command in 2003,
expanding the multinational military presence. U.S. forces were involved in
security operations, supporting the nascent Afghan government, and initiating
development projects. However, this period also saw the gradual resurgence of
the Taliban in some areas, particularly in the south, as the initial surge of
international attention began to wane and the focus shifted to Iraq.



Phase 3: The Surge and Counter-Insurgency
Intensification (2006-2011)

As the Taliban insurgency gained momentum, U.S. policy underwent a
significant recalibration. Acknowledging the growing threat, President Barack
Obama announced a troop surge in 2009, significantly increasing the number of
American soldiers in Afghanistan. This surge was accompanied by a renewed
emphasis on counter-insurgency tactics, aiming to clear areas of insurgent
influence, build local capacity, and transition security responsibilities to
Afghan forces. This phase was marked by intense fighting and significant
casualties on both sides, as the U.S. military attempted to gain the upper
hand against a resilient enemy.

Phase 4: Transition and Drawdown (2011-2021)

Following the peak of the surge, the focus shifted towards the gradual
drawdown of U.S. and allied forces, with the aim of transitioning security
responsibility entirely to the Afghan National Security Forces. NATO's combat
mission formally ended in 2014, though a residual force remained to train and
advise Afghan forces. The U.S. maintained a counter-terrorism presence,
targeting al-Qaeda and later ISIS-K, while also supporting the Afghan
government. This long period was characterized by a complex balancing act
between maintaining security and enabling Afghan self-reliance, a task that
proved exceptionally difficult to achieve.

The Human Cost of the Afghanistan War

The Afghanistan US involvement came at a staggering human cost, not only for
American service members and their families but also for the Afghan
population. The protracted nature of the conflict meant that the toll
continued to mount for over two decades, leaving a deep and lasting impact on
all involved.

American Casualties and Wounded

The United States military suffered significant losses during its engagement
in Afghanistan. Thousands of American service members were killed in action,
and tens of thousands more were wounded. These casualties represented a
profound sacrifice, impacting countless families across the United States.
The psychological toll on veterans, many of whom returned with physical and
mental wounds, also represented a significant long-term consequence of the
war.

Afghan Civilian and Military Fatalities

The Afghan people bore the brunt of the conflict’s violence. Hundreds of
thousands of Afghan civilians were killed or injured, caught in the



crossfire, targeted by insurgents, or victims of indiscriminate attacks. The
Afghan National Security Forces also sustained immense casualties in their
efforts to combat the Taliban and other militant groups. The destruction of
infrastructure, displacement of populations, and the disruption of daily life
caused widespread suffering and humanitarian crises.

Impact on Families and Communities

The human cost extended far beyond immediate casualties. Families of fallen
soldiers grappled with grief and loss, while those with wounded loved ones
faced long-term care and rehabilitation challenges. Afghan communities
experienced widespread trauma, displacement, and the breakdown of social
structures. The constant threat of violence and the pervasive insecurity had
a profound and enduring impact on the psychological well-being of millions.

Economic and Financial Burdens of US
Involvement

The financial commitment of the United States to Afghanistan US involvement
was immense, making it one of the costliest military interventions in
American history. Billions of dollars were allocated to military operations,
reconstruction, and development aid, creating significant economic burdens
for the U.S. taxpayer.

Direct Military Spending

The vast majority of the financial expenditure was directed towards military
operations, including the deployment of troops, equipment, and logistical
support. The cost of sustaining a large military presence in a landlocked and
challenging environment was astronomical. These funds covered everything from
the salaries of soldiers to the maintenance of advanced weaponry and the
complex supply chains required to support the mission.

Reconstruction and Development Aid

Beyond military spending, the U.S. also invested billions of dollars in
reconstruction and development aid aimed at rebuilding Afghanistan's
infrastructure, strengthening its institutions, and fostering economic
growth. This aid supported projects in areas such as education, healthcare,
agriculture, and governance. However, the effectiveness of this aid was often
hampered by corruption, security challenges, and a lack of sustainable local
capacity.

Long-Term Economic Consequences

The economic fallout of the Afghanistan US involvement extended beyond the



immediate financial outlays. The war contributed to the national debt and
diverted resources that could have been used for domestic investments. For
Afghanistan, the reliance on foreign aid created a dependence that proved
difficult to overcome, and the economic gains made during the intervention
were largely reversed following the withdrawal of international forces.

Nation-Building and Reconstruction Efforts

A significant, albeit ultimately challenging, aspect of US involvement in
Afghanistan was the ambitious undertaking of nation-building and
reconstruction. The goal was to transform a war-torn nation with deeply
entrenched socio-economic and political challenges into a stable, functional,
and self-governing state.

Establishing Democratic Institutions

The U.S. and its allies played a crucial role in establishing new democratic
institutions in Afghanistan. This included supporting the drafting of a new
constitution, holding presidential and parliamentary elections, and working
to build a professional and accountable government. The establishment of the
Afghan National Assembly and the development of a judicial system were key
milestones in this effort.

Infrastructure Development

A substantial portion of reconstruction aid was channeled into rebuilding
Afghanistan's damaged infrastructure. This included the construction and
repair of roads, bridges, schools, hospitals, and energy facilities. The aim
was to create the foundational elements necessary for economic growth and
improved living standards for the Afghan population. Projects ranged from
small community-based initiatives to large-scale national infrastructure
undertakings.

Education and Healthcare Reforms

Efforts were also made to reform and expand access to education and
healthcare. New schools were built, and teacher training programs were
initiated. Similarly, investments were made in public health infrastructure,
vaccination campaigns, and the training of healthcare professionals. These
initiatives aimed to address critical human development needs and improve the
overall well-being of the Afghan people.

Challenges and Criticisms of Reconstruction

Despite significant investment, nation-building efforts faced immense
challenges. Widespread corruption within the Afghan government and among



implementing partners undermined the effectiveness of aid. Security concerns
often hampered project implementation, and the Taliban’s insurgency posed a
constant threat to progress. Critics often pointed to a lack of understanding
of local dynamics, top-down approaches, and an overreliance on foreign
expertise as contributing factors to the limited long-term success of these
initiatives. The sustainability of many projects remained a major concern.

Challenges to Governance and Security

The success of US involvement in Afghanistan was continuously undermined by
persistent challenges related to governance, security, and the pervasive
influence of the Taliban insurgency. These intertwined issues created a
complex and often intractable environment.

Corruption and Weak Governance

Corruption was a pervasive problem that plagued Afghanistan throughout the
U.S. presence. It weakened government institutions, eroded public trust, and
diverted resources intended for development and security. U.S. efforts to
combat corruption were met with limited success, as patronage networks and
illicit economies remained deeply entrenched.

The Resilient Taliban Insurgency

The Taliban proved to be a remarkably resilient and adaptable adversary.
Despite significant military pressure and territorial losses, they
consistently regrouped, launched attacks, and maintained a significant
presence in large parts of the country. Their ability to leverage local
grievances, exploit governance weaknesses, and draw on external support
allowed them to sustain their insurgency for over two decades.

The Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF)

A cornerstone of the U.S. strategy was the development of a strong and
capable Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) that could eventually assume
responsibility for the country’s security. While significant resources were
invested in training and equipping the ANSF, they continued to face
challenges with leadership, logistics, corruption, and high casualty rates.
The ANSF’s ability to operate independently and effectively against the
Taliban remained a critical concern throughout the U.S. presence.

Regional Factors and External Support

The security situation in Afghanistan was also influenced by regional
dynamics and the external support received by the Taliban. Pakistan’s complex
relationship with the Taliban and allegations of its support for the



insurgency remained a significant concern for the U.S. and the Afghan
government. Instability in neighboring countries also contributed to the
challenges of achieving lasting peace and security.

The Withdrawal of US Forces from Afghanistan

After twenty years of military presence, the United States initiated a phased
withdrawal of its troops from Afghanistan, culminating in the full withdrawal
in August 2021. This decision marked a significant turning point and had
profound immediate consequences for the country.

The Doha Agreement

A pivotal moment leading to the withdrawal was the February 2020 agreement
between the Trump administration and the Taliban in Doha, Qatar. This
agreement stipulated a timeline for the withdrawal of U.S. forces in exchange
for certain security guarantees from the Taliban, including renouncing al-
Qaeda and engaging in intra-Afghan peace talks. The agreement was
controversial, with many critics arguing it legitimized the Taliban without
sufficient assurances.

The Biden Administration's Decision

President Joe Biden largely upheld the withdrawal agreement, setting a final
deadline of August 31, 2021. The decision was framed as an end to America’s
longest war and a recognition that a military victory was unlikely. The
withdrawal process, however, was rapid and marked by significant logistical
challenges and a dramatic collapse of the Afghan government and security
forces.

The Fall of Kabul and the Taliban's Return

The rapid withdrawal of U.S. forces, coupled with the swift collapse of the
Afghan National Army, led to the rapid advance of the Taliban. In August
2021, Kabul fell to the Taliban, and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
effectively ceased to exist. The chaotic scenes at Kabul airport during the
final days of the withdrawal, with desperate Afghans attempting to flee, were
broadcast globally and highlighted the tragic human cost of the swift
collapse.

The Aftermath and Long-Term Implications

The withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan ushered in a new and deeply
concerning era for the country. The long-term implications of US involvement
in Afghanistan and its subsequent cessation continue to unfold, with
significant humanitarian, political, and security consequences.



The Humanitarian Crisis

Following the Taliban’s takeover, Afghanistan plunged into a severe
humanitarian crisis. The collapse of the economy, the freezing of Afghan
assets abroad, and the disruption of international aid led to widespread
hunger, poverty, and a breakdown of essential services. Millions of Afghans
became dependent on humanitarian assistance for survival.

Human Rights Concerns Under Taliban Rule

The return of the Taliban to power raised serious human rights concerns,
particularly regarding the rights of women and girls. Dr.astic restrictions
were imposed on their education, employment, and freedom of movement. Freedom
of speech and the press were also severely curtailed, leading to a climate of
fear and repression.

The Resurgence of Terrorist Groups

A primary concern following the U.S. withdrawal was the potential for the
resurgence of terrorist groups in Afghanistan. While the Taliban pledged not
to allow Afghan territory to be used by groups like al-Qaeda, the reality on
the ground remained uncertain. Reports of continued links between the Taliban
and various militant factions raised fears of Afghanistan once again becoming
a safe haven for international terrorism.

The Legacy of the 20-Year War

The legacy of the Afghanistan US involvement is one of profound complexity
and debate. While the initial goal of dismantling al-Qaeda was achieved to a
significant degree, the subsequent two decades of nation-building and
counter-insurgency operations failed to establish a stable and democratic
Afghanistan. The immense financial and human costs continue to be
scrutinized, and the long-term impact on regional stability and global
security remains a subject of ongoing analysis.

Understanding the Afghanistan US Involvement
Legacy

The twenty-year engagement of the United States in Afghanistan is a watershed
moment in modern history, offering critical lessons and prompting deep
reflection on the nature of international intervention, nation-building, and
the complexities of combating terrorism. The Afghanistan US involvement
serves as a stark reminder that military power alone cannot resolve deep-
seated political and social challenges.



Lessons Learned from the Intervention

Several key lessons emerge from the Afghanistan US involvement. These include
the importance of clearly defined objectives, the need for realistic
assessments of local conditions, the challenges of imposing external models
of governance, and the critical role of sustained international commitment
balanced with Afghan ownership. The limitations of military solutions in
achieving long-term political stability and the dangers of underestimating
the resilience of insurgent groups are also evident.

The Enduring Impact on US Foreign Policy

The experience in Afghanistan has had a profound and lasting impact on U.S.
foreign policy. It has fueled debates about the efficacy of large-scale
nation-building, the strategic utility of prolonged military interventions,
and the balance between counter-terrorism efforts and diplomatic solutions.
The war has also contributed to a degree of public war-weariness and a more
cautious approach to future overseas commitments.

The Future of Afghanistan

The future of Afghanistan remains uncertain. The country faces immense
challenges in rebuilding its economy, ensuring security, and addressing the
humanitarian needs of its population. The international community is
grappling with how to engage with the Taliban regime without legitimizing it
and how to provide humanitarian assistance without supporting the de facto
authorities. The long-term stability of Afghanistan and its role in the
global security landscape will continue to be a subject of international
concern.

Conclusion

The Afghanistan US involvement represents a protracted and complex chapter in
both American and Afghan history, marked by significant investments of
resources, lives, and strategic focus. From the initial response to the 9/11
attacks and the swift overthrow of the Taliban, through phases of nation-
building, counter-insurgency, and eventual withdrawal, the United States’
commitment evolved considerably. The immense human and financial costs
underscore the profound sacrifices made and the enduring challenges
encountered in attempting to reshape a nation. While the initial objectives
of dismantling al-Qaeda were met, the broader goals of establishing a stable,
democratic, and self-sufficient Afghanistan proved elusive, leaving a legacy
of complex lessons for future foreign policy and intervention. The aftermath
of the U.S. withdrawal has brought forth a new set of humanitarian and
security concerns, emphasizing the deeply intertwined nature of the past and
the uncertain future for the Afghan people.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current status of US involvement in
Afghanistan since the withdrawal?

The US officially ended its military mission in Afghanistan in August 2021.
While troops have withdrawn, the US continues to engage diplomatically and
through humanitarian aid, focusing on counter-terrorism efforts and
supporting Afghan civilians.

What were the primary reasons for the US's long-term
military presence in Afghanistan?

The initial US involvement, beginning in 2001, was largely driven by the
September 11th terrorist attacks, aiming to dismantle Al-Qaeda and prevent
Afghanistan from being a safe haven for terrorists. Over time, the mission
evolved to include nation-building, counter-insurgency against the Taliban,
and promoting democracy and human rights.

How has the Taliban's return to power impacted the
US's approach to Afghanistan?

The Taliban's swift takeover in 2021 led to a rapid withdrawal of US forces.
The US now navigates a complex relationship with the Taliban government,
balancing concerns about human rights, terrorism, and the needs of the Afghan
population.

What are the ongoing humanitarian concerns in
Afghanistan following the US withdrawal?

Afghanistan faces a severe humanitarian crisis characterized by widespread
poverty, food insecurity, and a collapsing economy. The withdrawal
exacerbated these issues, and international aid is crucial but often faces
challenges in reaching those most in need due to the political and logistical
situation.

What is the US government's policy on recognizing the
Taliban as the legitimate government of Afghanistan?

The US has not formally recognized the Taliban as the legitimate government
of Afghanistan. Engagement is conducted through pragmatic channels to address
specific issues like counter-terrorism and humanitarian aid, rather than
official diplomatic recognition.

What are the long-term implications of the US
withdrawal for regional stability?

The US withdrawal has created a power vacuum and increased regional
anxieties. Neighboring countries are concerned about potential spillover
effects, including increased extremism, refugee flows, and drug trafficking,
leading to complex diplomatic maneuvers and shifting alliances.



How has the US involvement in Afghanistan influenced
its foreign policy and national security strategy?

The nearly two-decade-long involvement in Afghanistan has had a profound
impact, leading to extensive debates about the effectiveness of nation-
building, the costs of prolonged military engagement, and the shifting nature
of global security threats. It has informed a re-evaluation of US foreign
policy priorities.

What is the current debate surrounding the US's
responsibility towards Afghan refugees and those who
assisted the US mission?

There is an ongoing debate about the US's moral and practical obligations to
Afghan refugees who fled the country, particularly those who worked with the
US government and military. Efforts are underway to resettle some of these
individuals, but many still face significant challenges in finding safety and
new lives.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to US involvement in Afghanistan, each
starting with `

` and followed by a brief description:

1.

Ghost Wars: The Secret History of the CIA,
Afghanistan, and Bin Laden, from the Soviet Invasion
to September 10, 2001

This seminal work by Steve Coll meticulously details
the intricate and often clandestine history of US
engagement with Afghanistan, tracing the roots of the
conflict back to the Soviet invasion. It exposes the
complex web of intelligence operations, political
maneuvering, and the rise of extremist groups that
ultimately set the stage for 9/11. The book offers a
deep dive into the CIA's early involvement and its
often misguided attempts to shape the region.

2.



The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11

Lawrence Wright’s Pulitzer Prize-winning book
provides a sweeping narrative of the individuals and
events that led to the September 11th attacks. It
masterfully connects the dots from the early days of
Egyptian Islamic Jihad to the eventual formation of
al-Qaeda and its planning for devastating attacks.
The book offers crucial context for understanding the
ideological underpinnings and the key figures
involved, many of whom would become central to the
US’s subsequent military engagement in Afghanistan.

3.

The Afghanistan Papers: A Secret History of the War

Based on thousands of internal government documents
obtained through Freedom of Information Act requests,
this book by The Washington Post offers a damning
indictment of the US war in Afghanistan. It reveals
decades of official deception, strategic blunders,
and a consistent failure to achieve stated
objectives. The book provides a candid look at the
inconsistencies and outright fabrications used to
justify the prolonged and costly military presence.

4.

The Outlaw State: Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the Uses
of Terror

This book by Anatol Lieven explores the complex and
often volatile relationship between Afghanistan and
Pakistan, and how both countries have been
instrumentalized in global power struggles. It delves
into the historical factors, political dynamics, and
the role of extremist ideologies that have fueled
instability in the region. Lieven argues that the US



approach often exacerbated existing problems and
failed to grasp the nuanced realities on the ground.

5.

The Bear and the Dragon: China's Rise and America's
Faltering Empire

While not solely focused on Afghanistan, Gordon G.
Chang’s analysis of China’s growing global influence
provides a critical geopolitical backdrop to US
foreign policy. The book suggests that the prolonged
and resource-draining engagements in places like
Afghanistan may have inadvertently contributed to a
shift in global power dynamics. It offers a broader
perspective on the strategic implications of
America’s military commitments in the post-9/11 era.

6.

Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in
Central Asia

Ahmed Rashid’s groundbreaking work offers an
essential understanding of the Taliban's origins and
rise to power in Afghanistan. It details the internal
dynamics of the movement, its religious and political
motivations, and the external influences that shaped
its trajectory. The book is crucial for grasping the
nature of the adversary the US would confront for two
decades.

7.

War Made Easy: How Presidents and Pundits Lie to Us
About War

Norman Solomon’s critical examination of media
coverage and political rhetoric surrounding warfare



provides a framework for understanding how the public
perception of conflicts like the one in Afghanistan
is shaped. He argues that deliberate misinformation
and biased reporting often serve to legitimize
prolonged military interventions. The book encourages
readers to question official narratives and the
justifications for war.

8.

America's Longest War: The United States and Vietnam-
-Its History and Lessons

While focused on Vietnam, this historical analysis by
George Herring offers profound lessons applicable to
other protracted US military engagements, including
Afghanistan. Herring examines the strategic
miscalculations, the difficulty of achieving victory
against determined local resistance, and the
political and social costs of prolonged war. The
parallels drawn are stark and illuminate the
challenges the US faced in Afghanistan.

9.

Carter and the Cold War: From Confrontation to
Cooperation

This book by Scott Kaufman explores President Jimmy
Carter’s foreign policy, highlighting his attempts to
balance security interests with human rights
concerns. While not directly about Afghanistan, it
provides context for the broader Cold War strategies
and the complexities of engaging with Soviet-aligned
nations. Understanding the shifting diplomatic
landscapes of this era helps contextualize the later
US involvement in Afghanistan during a different
geopolitical phase.
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