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The Enduring Echo: Communist Manifesto's
Historical Influence on US Progressive
Movements

The specter of communism, often misunderstood and misrepresented, has cast a
long and complex shadow over American history. While outright adoption of
communist ideology has remained a fringe element in the United States, the
foundational texts of communism, particularly Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels'
"The Communist Manifesto," have undeniably exerted a significant historical
influence on various progressive movements in the US. This article delves
into the intricate ways in which the core tenets of the Manifesto have
resonated with and shaped American reformist and radical traditions, from the
early labor movements and socialist parties to the civil rights struggles and
contemporary calls for economic justice. Understanding this influence
requires a nuanced exploration of how specific concepts — such as class
struggle, critique of capitalism, and the call for worker empowerment — were
adapted, reinterpreted, and utilized by diverse American progressive forces,
often without direct allegiance to Marxist-Leninist principles. We will
examine the historical context, key figures, and specific policy proposals
that demonstrate this enduring connection.

e Introduction to the Communist Manifesto and its relevance to US
progressive movements.

e The historical context of the Manifesto's reception in the United
States.

e Core tenets of the Communist Manifesto and their adaptation in the US.
e Influence on early American labor movements and socialist parties.

e The Communist Manifesto and the Civil Rights Movement.

e Impact on New Deal-era reforms and subsequent liberal policies.

e Contemporary echoes: the Manifesto's influence on modern progressive
causes.

e Distinguishing Marxist influence from broader progressive goals.

e Conclusion: The lasting legacy of the Communist Manifesto's ideas in the



American progressive landscape.

The Historical Context: The Communist
Manifesto's Arrival and Reception in the US

The mid-19th century, when "The Communist Manifesto" was first published in
1848, was a period of profound social and economic upheaval in both Europe
and the United States. Industrialization was rapidly transforming American
society, leading to the rise of a burgeoning working class facing harsh
conditions, long hours, and meager wages. Simultaneously, waves of
immigration brought new populations and new social and political ideas. It
was within this fertile ground of discontent and burgeoning social
consciousness that the ideas articulated by Marx and Engels began to filter
into American discourse.

Initial reception was fragmented. While some immigrant communities,
particularly German socialists, actively engaged with and translated the
Manifesto, its broader reach was limited by its radical nature and the
dominant liberal capitalist ideology prevalent in the US. The American
emphasis on individualism and opportunity, deeply ingrained in the national
psyche, presented a significant cultural barrier to ideas that championed
collective action and class consciousness as the primary drivers of social
change. Nevertheless, the core critique of capitalist exploitation and the
vision of a society free from oppressive class structures found receptive
ears among those experiencing the sharp end of industrial capitalism.

Early American Radicalism and the Immigrant
Experience

The arrival of "The Communist Manifesto" in the United States was
significantly shaped by the influx of European immigrants, many of whom
brought with them a familiarity with socialist and radical thought. These
individuals, often fleeing political persecution or seeking economic
betterment, found in the Manifesto a powerful language to articulate their
grievances and aspirations. They formed the backbone of early socialist
organizations and labor unions, using the Manifesto's framework to organize
workers and advocate for improved conditions.

The German socialist movement in the United States, in particular, played a
crucial role in disseminating Marxist ideas, including those of the
Manifesto. They established German-language newspapers, workers' education
societies, and political clubs where the principles of communism were
discussed and debated. This provided a critical early avenue for the



Manifesto's influence, albeit primarily within specific ethnic and
ideological enclaves.

The Rise of American Labor Movements

The industrial revolution in America created vast disparities between capital
and labor, fueling the growth of organized labor. While American labor
movements often focused on practical, immediate concerns like better wages
and shorter hours, the underlying critique of the exploitative nature of
capitalism, as articulated in the Manifesto, provided a philosophical
underpinning for their struggles. The concept of the "lumpenproletariat" and
the organized "proletariat" fighting against the "bourgeoisie" offered a
framework for understanding their position within the economic system.

Even unions that were not explicitly socialist often adopted tactics and
rhetoric that resonated with Marxist principles. Strikes, boycotts, and the
demand for collective bargaining could be seen as manifestations of the class
struggle described in the Manifesto. The Manifesto's call for the "uniting of
the workers of all countries" also influenced the internationalist outlook of
some labor activists, fostering solidarity across national boundaries.

Core Tenets of the Communist Manifesto and
Their Adaptation in the US

To understand the historical influence of "The Communist Manifesto" on US
progressive movements, it is essential to dissect its core tenets and examine
how they were interpreted and applied within the American context. While a
direct wholesale adoption of Marxist-Leninist ideology was rare, specific
conceptual frameworks offered powerful tools for analyzing and critiquing
American society. These ideas provided a language for articulating grievances
and proposing alternative social and economic structures.

The Concept of Class Struggle

Perhaps the most influential concept from the Manifesto is the idea that "the
history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles."
This notion of inherent conflict between the oppressor and the oppressed, the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat, provided a potent lens through which
American progressives could view their own societal dynamics. They applied
this framework to the struggles between industrialists and workers,
landowners and tenant farmers, and even, in broader interpretations, between
dominant and marginalized groups.



American progressives often adapted this concept to fit the American
experience. While the strict Marxist definition of class might not always
apply neatly, the general principle of power imbalances and systemic
inequality fueled movements for social and economic reform. The recognition
of a perpetual tension between those who control capital and those who
provide labor became a cornerstone of many progressive critiques of American
capitalism.

Critique of Capitalism and Exploitation

The Manifesto's scathing indictment of capitalism as a system that inherently
breeds exploitation, alienation, and inequality resonated deeply with many
Americans disillusioned with the Gilded Age and its aftermath. Marx and
Engels argued that capitalism reduces human relationships to economic
transactions and that the bourgeoisie extracts surplus value from the labor
of the proletariat. This critique provided a powerful justification for
demands for regulation, redistribution of wealth, and worker protections.

Progressive reformers in the US seized upon this critique to challenge
monopolies, advocate for fair labor practices, and push for social safety
nets. The idea that the wealth generated by the nation was not being fairly
distributed, and that the system itself was rigged against the working
majority, became a rallying cry for numerous reform efforts. This critique of
unchecked capitalism provided a moral and economic basis for advocating for
government intervention to curb its excesses.

The Call for Worker Empowerment and Collective
Action

The Manifesto famously concludes with the rallying cry, "Workers of the
world, unite!" This call for the organized collective action of the
proletariat to overthrow the bourgeoisie and establish a classless society
was a powerful motivator for many. In the US, this translated into the
formation of labor unions, workers' cooperatives, and political parties that
aimed to empower the working class and give them a greater say in their
economic and political lives.

While American labor movements rarely advocated for a complete overthrow of
the capitalist system in the manner envisioned by Marx, the principle of
collective action as a means of achieving better conditions and greater power
was undeniably influenced by this core tenet. The very act of organizing,
striking, and demanding rights was a direct application of the Manifesto's
emphasis on the power of unified labor.



Influence on Early American Labor Movements and
Socialist Parties

The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed the significant growth of
socialist and labor movements in the United States, many of which drew
inspiration, directly or indirectly, from "The Communist Manifesto." These
movements sought to address the stark inequalities and harsh working
conditions that characterized the era of rapid industrialization and
burgeoning capitalism.

The Socialist Party of America and its Marxist Roots

The formation of the Socialist Party of America (SPA) in 1901 marked a
pivotal moment in the history of American socialism. While the SPA
encompassed a broad spectrum of socialist thought, from utopian socialists to
more revolutionary Marxists, the influence of the Manifesto and Marxist
theory was undeniable. Figures like Eugene V. Debs, while not a strict
doctrinaire Marxist, often employed class-based arguments and a critique of
capitalist exploitation that echoed the Manifesto's themes.

The SPA advocated for a range of reforms that aligned with the Manifesto's
critique of capitalism, including nationalization of key industries, public
ownership of utilities, and the eight-hour workday. While the party never
achieved widespread electoral success on the national level, it played a
crucial role in shaping public discourse on economic inequality and worker
rights, providing a platform for ideas that originated in Marxist thought.

Syndicalism and Industrial Unionism

Beyond formal political parties, the principles of collective action and
worker empowerment found expression in more radical labor organizing
traditions like syndicalism and industrial unionism. The Industrial Workers
of the World (IWw), founded in 1905, explicitly embraced a revolutionary
vision and aimed to unite all workers, regardless of skill or trade, into a
single powerful organization capable of challenging capitalist control. Their
rhetoric and organizational strategies often drew parallels with the
Manifesto's call for a united, class-conscious proletariat.

The IWW's emphasis on direct action, strikes, and solidarity resonated with
the Manifesto's call for the proletariat to seize the means of production.
While their ultimate goals differed in terms of immediate strategy, the
underlying critique of capitalist power and the belief in the transformative
potential of organized labor were deeply intertwined with the ideas presented
in "The Communist Manifesto."



The Communist Manifesto and the Civil Rights
Movement

While not a direct Marxist movement, the American Civil Rights Movement of
the mid-20th century also experienced an indirect influence from "The
Communist Manifesto," particularly in its critique of systemic oppression and
its call for economic justice. Many leaders and thinkers within the movement
recognized the parallels between the economic exploitation faced by the
working class and the racial and social oppression faced by African
Americans.

Economic Justice and Racial Equality

Leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. increasingly linked the struggle for
racial equality with the fight for economic justice. In his later years, King
became more vocal about the systemic economic inequalities that perpetuated
racial discrimination, arguing that poverty and lack of opportunity were
deeply intertwined with the structures of American capitalism. This focus on
economic justice, as a necessary component of civil rights, can be seen as an
adaptation of the Manifesto's broader critique of class-based exploitation.

The Manifesto's analysis of how economic systems can create and perpetuate
social hierarchies provided a framework for understanding how racial
inequality was not merely a matter of prejudice but was also rooted in
economic disparities and power structures. This intersectional understanding
of oppression, though not always explicitly attributed to Marx, informed the
arguments of many civil rights activists.

Utilizing Marxist-Leninist Analysis for Strategic
Advantage

While the Civil Rights Movement largely eschewed overt communist ideology to
avoid alienating the broader American public and government, some activists
and thinkers within the movement, particularly on the more radical fringes,
did utilize Marxist-Leninist analytical frameworks. They recognized that an
analysis of power, class, and economic control could provide valuable
insights into the deep-seated nature of racial oppression. These individuals
often worked within the broader movement, subtly introducing concepts related
to economic exploitation and systemic injustice.

The goal was not to establish a communist state, but rather to leverage the
analytical power of Marxist thought to understand the root causes of racial
inequality and to formulate more effective strategies for achieving



liberation. This was a pragmatic adaptation, focusing on the analytical tools
rather than the prescriptive political program of Marxism.

Impact on New Deal-era Reforms and Subsequent
Liberal Policies

The ideas circulating in the intellectual and political spheres in the wake
of "The Communist Manifesto" and the rise of socialist movements also found
their way into the broader liberal political discourse in the United States,
particularly during the New Deal era. While the New Deal was firmly rooted in
liberal capitalism, it nonetheless incorporated reforms that addressed some
of the core concerns raised by socialist critics, echoing the Manifesto's
critique of unchecked capitalism.

Government Regulation and Social Safety Nets

President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal programs, enacted in response to
the Great Depression, introduced unprecedented government intervention in the
economy. Measures like the Social Security Act, the National Labor Relations
Act (Wagner Act), and the establishment of minimum wage laws can be seen as
responses to the perceived failures of laissez-faire capitalism and the
growing awareness of worker precarity. These policies aimed to create a
safety net, regulate big business, and empower labor, all of which were
implicit or explicit goals within the broader socialist critique.

The Manifesto's critique of capitalism's tendency towards crisis and
exploitation provided an intellectual backdrop for arguments favoring greater
government oversight and social welfare programs. While the New Deal was not
communist, it represented a significant shift towards a more interventionist
state, influenced by a growing recognition that capitalism required
regulation to mitigate its harsher effects and ensure a degree of economic
security for its citizens.

The Welfare State and Economic Redistribution

The development of the welfare state in the post-World War II era,
characterized by expanded social services, progressive taxation, and a
commitment to reducing income inequality, can also be seen as reflecting some
of the underlying concerns articulated in "The Communist Manifesto." While
the pursuit of a truly classless society remained a distant, if not
undesired, goal for mainstream American liberals, the commitment to a more
equitable distribution of wealth and opportunity demonstrated a
responsiveness to the critiques of capitalist excess.



The Manifesto's fundamental argument that capitalism inherently creates vast
disparities in wealth and power provided a rationale for policies aimed at
mitigating these disparities through taxation and social spending. This
influence was more about shaping the parameters of acceptable debate within
capitalism than about advocating for its overthrow.

Contemporary Echoes: The Manifesto's Influence
on Modern Progressive Causes

The enduring legacy of "The Communist Manifesto" continues to resonate in
contemporary progressive movements in the United States, even as the
political landscape and the nature of capitalism have evolved. The core
critiques of economic inequality, corporate power, and the alienation of
labor remain potent frameworks for understanding and addressing present-day
challenges.

Occupy Wall Street and the 99% Movement

The Occupy Wall Street movement of 2011, with its central slogan "We are the
99%," directly tapped into the Manifesto's fundamental critique of class
division and the concentration of wealth and power in the hands of a select
few. The movement highlighted the vast disparities between the wealthiest one
percent and the rest of the population, drawing parallels to the bourgeoisie-
proletariat dynamic described by Marx and Engels.

The language of systemic injustice, corporate greed, and the need for a more
equitable distribution of resources used by Occupy protestors directly echoed
the themes of the Manifesto, even if the protestors did not explicitly
identify as Marxists. The movement brought to the forefront discussions about
economic inequality that had been dormant in mainstream political discourse
for decades.

Calls for Economic Democracy and Worker Cooperatives

Contemporary progressive movements are increasingly advocating for greater
economic democracy, including the promotion of worker cooperatives and
employee-owned businesses. These models, where workers have a direct stake in
the ownership and management of their workplaces, can be seen as a practical
application of the Manifesto's vision of workers controlling the means of
production, albeit within a capitalist framework.

The renewed interest in these alternative economic structures reflects a



deeper desire to challenge the hierarchical and often exploitative nature of
traditional corporate capitalism, a concern that lies at the heart of the
Manifesto's analysis. The emphasis is on empowering labor and fostering a
more equitable distribution of economic power from the ground up.

Critiques of Globalization and Neoliberalism

The Manifesto's analysis of capitalism's inherent drive for expansion and its
tendency to create a global market has found new relevance in contemporary
critiques of globalization and neoliberal policies. Progressive thinkers and
activists often point to the ways in which global capitalism, as driven by
multinational corporations, can exacerbate inequality, exploit labor in
developing nations, and undermine democratic processes.

The historical foresight of Marx and Engels in anticipating capitalism's
global reach and its potential for creating new forms of exploitation
continues to inform contemporary analyses of the global economy, influencing
movements that advocate for fair trade, labor rights in a globalized world,
and greater national sovereignty over economic policy.

Distinguishing Marxist Influence from Broader
Progressive Goals

It is crucial to differentiate between the direct adoption of Marxist
ideology and the influence of specific concepts derived from "The Communist
Manifesto" on broader progressive movements in the US. While some historical
figures and groups explicitly identified as Marxists or communists, the
impact of the Manifesto's ideas on mainstream progressivism was often more
subtle and pragmatic.

Adaptation and Reinterpretation

American progressive movements have a history of selectively adapting and
reinterpreting ideas from various intellectual traditions, including Marxism.
The Manifesto's core tenets — class struggle, critique of capitalism, and the
call for worker empowerment — were often stripped of their revolutionary,
Marxist-Leninist framework and applied to specific American contexts to
advocate for reforms within the existing capitalist system.

For instance, the concept of class struggle was not necessarily interpreted
as a call for violent revolution but as a framework for understanding and
addressing power imbalances between labor and capital through democratic



means. Similarly, the critique of capitalist exploitation informed calls for
regulations and social safety nets rather than the wholesale abolition of
private property.

Focus on Reform, Not Revolution

The vast majority of American progressive movements have historically
operated within the democratic framework and have sought reform rather than
revolution. While the Manifesto envisions a radical transformation of society
through the abolition of private property and the establishment of a
classless society, American progressives have largely focused on achieving
incremental changes, such as improved working conditions, greater economic
equality, and expanded social services, through legislative and political
action.

This distinction is important: the influence of the Manifesto can be seen in
the analysis of problems and the justification for certain reforms, rather
than in an endorsement of the Manifesto's ultimate revolutionary
prescriptions. The American context, with its emphasis on individual rights
and democratic processes, naturally led to a more reformist application of
Marxist-inspired ideas.

Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of "The
Communist Manifesto" in the American
Progressive Landscape

The historical influence of "The Communist Manifesto" on progressive
movements in the United States is undeniable, though often nuanced and
indirect. From its early reception by immigrant labor activists to its subtle
echoes in the Civil Rights Movement and contemporary calls for economic
justice, the core ideas presented by Marx and Engels have provided a powerful
critical lens through which to analyze and challenge the inequalities
inherent in American capitalism. The Manifesto's enduring legacy lies not in
the widespread adoption of its revolutionary program, but in its contribution
to the intellectual toolkit of those who have sought to create a more just,
equitable, and humane society within the United States. The concepts of class
struggle, the critique of capitalist exploitation, and the call for worker
empowerment, when adapted and reinterpreted for the American context, have
consistently fueled movements for reform and continue to shape progressive
aspirations for a fairer economic and social order.



Frequently Asked Questions

How did the core ideas of the Communist Manifesto,
like class struggle and critiques of capitalism,
influence early American progressive reformers?

Early American progressives, facing issues like industrial exploitation, vast
wealth inequality, and poor working conditions, found resonance in Marx and
Engels' analysis of capitalism. The Manifesto's emphasis on class conflict
and the inherent contradictions of capitalism provided a framework for
understanding and articulating these societal problems. Concepts like the
concentration of power in the hands of industrialists and the alienation of
labor were adapted by reformers advocating for worker protections, anti-
monopoly legislation, and a greater role for government in regulating the
economy.

Were specific sections or concepts from the
Communist Manifesto directly cited or adapted by
prominent American progressive leaders in their
speeches or writings?

While direct, explicit citations of the Communist Manifesto by mainstream
American progressive leaders were rare due to the strong anti-communist
sentiment, the underlying themes were certainly present. Reformers often
discussed the ‘'plutocracy' or 'money power' which echoed the Manifesto's
critique of the bourgeoisie. Ideas about collective action, the need for
workers to organize (though typically through unions rather than
revolutionary parties), and the potential for government intervention to
address social injustices were indirectly influenced by the intellectual
currents that the Manifesto helped to shape, even if they sought reform
within the existing capitalist system.

In what ways did the historical context of the late
19th and early 20th centuries, including immigration
and industrialization, make the ideas of the
Communist Manifesto more or less appealing to
American progressives?

Rapid industrialization and mass immigration created a large, often
exploited, working class, making the Manifesto's analysis of class struggle
seem particularly relevant to many. The stark inequalities and harsh working
conditions fueled a desire for change. However, the Manifesto's call for a
proletarian revolution and the establishment of a dictatorship of the
proletariat was largely alienating to the American progressive movement,
which generally favored evolutionary, democratic reforms within a capitalist



framework. The Manifesto's atheism and internationalism also clashed with the
more nationalist and often religiously-influenced sensibilities of many
American reformers.

Did the fear of socialism and communism, often
associated with the Communist Manifesto,
paradoxically push some American progressives
towards more moderate reforms to prevent radical
upheaval?

Yes, absolutely. The 'red scare' and the general fear of revolutionary
socialism, deeply intertwined with perceptions of the Communist Manifesto,
served as a powerful motivator for some progressives to advocate for
significant reforms. By pushing for improvements in wages, working hours, and
social welfare programs, these progressives aimed to alleviate the grievances
that might otherwise lead workers to embrace more radical ideologies. This
created a dynamic where moderate reforms were seen as a bulwark against the
more extreme revolutionary promises of communism.

How does the legacy of the Communist Manifesto's
influence on US progressivism compare to its
influence on socialist or communist movements in the
us?

The influence of the Communist Manifesto on socialist and communist movements
in the US was direct and foundational, providing the theoretical bedrock for
their organizing and goals, including revolution and the establishment of a
socialist state. For progressive movements, the influence was more indirect
and selective. Progressives adopted certain analytical tools and critiques of
capitalism found in the Manifesto, such as the critique of inequality and
exploitation, but largely rejected its revolutionary prescriptions and vision
for a stateless, classless society. Progressives sought to humanize
capitalism and mitigate its excesses through reform, not abolish it entirely.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the historical influence of the Communist
Manifesto on progressive movements in the US, with short descriptions:

1.

The Red Flag: Communism and the United States Past
and Present

This book examines the complex and often fraught relationship between
communism and American society, tracing how Marxist ideas, particularly those



from the Communist Manifesto, intersected with and influenced various
progressive and radical movements throughout U.S. history. It explores
periods of fervent socialist and communist activism, as well as the
subsequent backlash and suppression that shaped the American political
landscape. The author analyzes the enduring legacy and ongoing debates
surrounding these ideologies in the American context.

2.

American Marxism: A Century of Radical Thought

This comprehensive study delves into the history of Marxist thought in
America, highlighting how the foundational principles of the Communist
Manifesto were adapted and applied by diverse American radicals. It showcases
the intellectual lineages and practical applications of Marxism within labor
movements, civil rights activism, and various social justice campaigns. The
book demonstrates how these ideas, while not always explicitly labeled
"communist," provided a powerful critical lens and organizational framework
for progressive change.

3.

When Radicalism Was American: The Rise and Fall of
the Left in the Twentieth Century

This work explores the vibrant and influential role of radical politics in
shaping American progressive movements during the 20th century, with a
particular focus on the impact of communist ideals derived from the
Manifesto. It chronicles the rise of socialist and communist organizations,
their significant contributions to labor rights, social welfare, and anti-
fascist efforts, and the eventual decline due to internal divisions and
external pressures like McCarthyism. The book argues for a nuanced
understanding of this era, acknowledging both the achievements and the
limitations of radical movements.

4,

The Unfinished Revolution: How the Communist
Manifesto Still Shapes America

This book contends that the core tenets and analytical framework of the
Communist Manifesto continue to resonate and influence contemporary
progressive thought and activism in the United States. It argues that the
Manifesto's critique of capitalism, class struggle, and alienation remains
relevant for understanding and addressing persistent social and economic
inequalities. The author draws connections between historical movements
inspired by Marxism and current efforts for social justice, labor rights, and
economic reform.



Radicalism and the American Dream: From the
Manifestos to the Present

This title investigates how various radical ideologies, including those
stemming from the Communist Manifesto, have interacted with and challenged
the dominant American Dream narrative. It traces the evolution of progressive
movements that sought to redefine or achieve a more inclusive and equitable
vision of American society, often drawing on Marxist analyses of power and
exploitation. The book examines how these radical impulses, fueled by the
Manifesto's critique of class-based oppression, contributed to significant
social and political transformations.

6.

The People's Cause: History of the American Left

This historical survey offers a broad overview of the American left, with
considerable attention paid to the influence of communist and socialist
thought, directly traceable to the Communist Manifesto. It examines the
formation and impact of various leftist organizations, their participation in
labor struggles, civil rights, and anti-war movements, and their enduring
legacy on American political discourse. The book highlights how Marxist ideas
provided essential tools for analyzing and critiquing American capitalism.

7.

The Spectre of Communism: How Marxist Ideas Shaped
American Social Movements

This book specifically focuses on how the "spectre" of communism, as invoked
by the Manifesto, nevertheless exerted a tangible and often transformative
influence on American social movements. It explores how the critique of
capitalism and the call for workers' emancipation, central to the Manifesto,
inspired and guided various progressive coalitions and activists. The author
analyzes the indirect but profound impact of these ideas on shaping debates
around economic justice, workers' rights, and social equality in the U.S.

8.

American Communists: The Untold Story

This work aims to provide a more comprehensive and nuanced account of the
American Communist Party and its members, and by extension, the influence of
the Communist Manifesto on their actions and ideology. It explores the
motivations, struggles, and contributions of American communists to various
progressive causes, from labor organizing to civil rights. The book seeks to
move beyond simplistic condemnations to understand the historical context and
ideological underpinnings that drew individuals to this movement.

9.



Red Diaper Babies: American Radicals and Their
Children

While this book focuses on the intergenerational impact of radicalism, it
inherently touches upon the foundational influence of ideologies like
communism, as espoused in the Manifesto, on those who grew up in politically
active households. It examines how the critiques of capitalism and the
pursuit of social justice, often rooted in Marxist thought, were passed down
and adapted by subsequent generations of activists. The book illustrates how
these enduring ideas continued to shape progressive movements in the U.S.
through family legacies.
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