COMMUNIST MANIFESTO HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF
EXISTENTIALISM

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT FOR MARXIST THOUGHT, AND EXISTENTIALISM, A PHILOSOPHICAL
MOVEMENT GRAPPLING WITH HUMAN EXISTENCE, MIGHT SEEM WORLDS APART AT FIRST GLANCE. YET, A DEEP DIVE REVEALS
SURPRISING INTERSECTIONS AND POINTS OF DIALOGUE BETWEEN THESE TWO INFLUENTIAL INTELLECTUAL TRADITIONS. THIS
ARTICLE EMBARKS ON A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, EXPLORING ITS UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
CORE TENETS OF EXISTENTIALISM. WE WILL INVESTIGATE HOW MARX AND ENGELS' CRITIQUE OF CAPITALIST ALIENATION
RESONATES WITH EXISTENTIALIST CONCERNS ABOUT FREEDOM, RESPONSIBILITY, AND THE SEARCH FOR MEANING IN A SEEMINGLY
INDIFFERENT UNIVERSE. FURTHERMORE/ WE WILL EXAMINE THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT THAT SHAPED BOTH IDEOLOGIES, THE SHARED
CRITIQUES OF SOCIETAL STRUCTURES, AND THE DIVERGENT PATHS THEY ULTIMATELY TOOK IN ADDRESSING THE HUMAN
CONDITION. UNDERSTANDING THIS COMPLEX INTERPLAY OFFERS A RICHER PERSPECTIVE ON BOTH THE ENDURING LEGACY OF THE
COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND THE PHILOSOPHICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF EXISTENTIAL THOUGHT.
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THe CoMMUNIST MANIFESTO: HisTorICAL CONTEXT AND CORE TENETS

THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, PENNED BY KARL MARX AND FRIEDRICH ENGELS IN 1848, EMERGED FROM A PERIOD OF PROFOUND
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC UPHEAVAL ACROSS EUROPE. THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION HAD IRREVOCABLY ALTERED THE FABRIC OF
SOCIETY, CREATING VAST DISPARITIES BETWEEN THE BURGEONING BOURGEOISIE, THE OWNERS OF CAPITAL AND MEANS OF
PRODUCTION, AND THE PROLETARIAT, THE WORKING CLASS WHO SOLD THEIR LABOR. MARX AND ENGELS SOUGHT TO PROVIDE A
FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THIS NEW CLASS STRUGGLE AND TO ADVOCATE FOR A REVOLUTIONARY TRANSFORMATION OF
SOCIETY. THEIR CENTRAL ARGUMENT POSITED THAT HISTORY IS A CONTINUOUS SERIES OF CLASS STRUGGLES, CULMINATING IN
THE EVENTUAL OVERTHROW OF CAPITALISM BY THE PROLETARIAT.

THE MANIFESTO OUTLINES KEY TENETS THAT REMAIN CENTRAL TO MARXIST THEORY. |T CRITIQUES THE INHERENT EXPLOITATION
WITHIN THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM, ARGUING THAT THE BOURGEOISIE EXTRACTS SURPLUS VALUE FROM THE LABOR OF THE
PROLETARIAT, LEADING TO THEIR IMPOVERISHMENT AND ALIENATION. THE DOCUMENT ALSO FAMOUSLY DECLARES THAT “THE
HISTORY OF ALL HITHERTO EXISTING SOCIETY IS THE HISTORY OF CLASS STRUGGLES.” THIS HISTORICAL MATERIALISM FORMS
THE BEDROCK OF THEIR ANALYSIS, SUGGESTING THAT ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ARE THE PRIMARY DRIVERS OF HISTORICAL CHANGE
AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION. FURTHERMORE, THE MANIFESTO CALLS FOR THE ABOLITION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY IN THE MEANS OF



PRODUCTION, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CLASSLESS SOCIETY, AND THE ULTIMATE WITHERING AWAY OF THE STATE. [T PAINTS A
VISION OF A FUTURE WHERE INDIVIDUALS ARE FREED FROM ECONOMIC OPPRESSION AND CAN REALIZE THEIR FULL POTENTIAL.

ExISTENTIALISM: CorE PRINCIPLES AND HisTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

EXISTENTIALISM, AS A DISTINCT PHILOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT, GAINED PROMINENCE IN THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES, WITH
THINKERS LIKE SPP] REN KIERKEGAARD, FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE, JEAN-PAUL SARTRE, AND ALBERT CAMUS BEING KEY FIGURES. \W/HILE
DIVERSE IN THEIR SPECIFIC FORMULATIONS, EXISTENTIALIST PHILOSOPHERS SHARE A FUNDAMENTAL FOCUS ON THE NATURE OF
INDIVIDUAL HUMAN EXISTENCE. A CORE TENET IS THE IDEA THAT “EXISTENCE PRECEDES ESSENCE.” THIS MEANS THAT HUMANS ARE
BORN INTO THE WORLD WITHOUT A PREDETERMINED PURPOSE OR NATURE; RATHER, THEY CREATE THEIR OWN ESSENCE THROUGH
THEIR CHOICES AND ACTIONS. THIS RADICAL FREEDOM, WHILE EMPOWERING, ALSO BRINGS WITH IT A PROFOUND SENSE OF
RESPONSIBILITY.

KEY EXISTENTIALIST CONCEPTS INCLUDE ANXIETY, DESPAIR, AND THE CONFRONTATION WITH NOTHINGNESS. THESE ARISE FROM
THE REALIZATION OF ONE’'S FREEDOM AND THE LACK OF INHERENT MEANING IN THE UNIVERSE. EXISTENTIALISTS EMPHASIZE THE
SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE IMPORTANCE OF AUTHENTIC LIVING, WHICH INVOLVES CONFRONTING THESE
EXISTENTIAL REALITIES AND MAKING CONSCIOUS CHOICES. THE SEARCH FOR MEANING IS A CENTRAL THEME, AS INDIVIDUALS MUST
FORGE THEIR OWN VALUES AND PURPOSES IN A WORLD THAT OFFERS NO READY-MADE ANSWERS. HISTORICAL CONTEXT FOR
EXISTENTIALISM INCLUDES THE DISILLUSIONMENT FOLLOWING W/ ORLD W AR | AND W/ ORLD W/ AR Il, WHICH AMPLIFIED QUESTIONS
ABOUT HUMAN NATURE, MORALITY, AND THE FRAGILITY OF CIVILIZATION.

ALIENATION IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND EXISTENTIALIST THOUGHT

THE CONCEPT OF ALIENATION IS A CRITICAL BRIDGE BETWEEN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND EXISTENTIALISM, THOUGH THEIR
APPROACHES AND DIAGNOSES DIFFER. MARX AND ENGELS EXTENSIVELY DETAILED ALIENATION WITHIN THE CAPITALIST MODE OF
PRODUCTION. THEY IDENTIFIED FOUR PRIMARY FORMS OF ALIENATION EXPERIENCED BY THE PROLETARIAT: ALIENATION FROM THE
PRODUCT OF THEIR LABOR, FROM THE PROCESS OF LABOR ITSELF, FROM THEIR “SPECIES-BEING” OR HUMAN POTENTIAL, AND FROM
OTHER HUMAN BEINGS. UNDER CAPITALISM, WORKERS DO NOT OWN THE GOODS THEY PRODUCE, THE WORK ITSELF IS OFTEN
MONOTONOUS AND UNFULFILLING, AND THEIR INHERENT CREATIVE CAPACITIES ARE STIFLED. THIS ESTRANGEMENT FROM THEIR OWN
LABOR AND ITS FRUITS LEADS TO A SENSE OF POWERLESSNESS AND DEHUMANIZATION.

EXISTENTIALIST THOUGHT, PARTICULARLY IN THE WWORK OFJEAN‘PAUL SARTRE/ ALSO ADDRESSES ALIENATION, BUT OFTEN
FROM A MORE INDIVIDUALISTIC AND PHENOMENOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE. FOR EXISTENTIALISTS, ALIENATION CAN STEM FROM THE
VERY CONDITION OF BEING HUMAN — THE BURDEN OF FREEDOM AND THE REALIZATION OF ONE'S SEPARATENESS FROM OTHERS AND
FROM ANY INHERENT COSMIC ORDER. THIS CAN LEAD TO FEELINGS OF ESTRANGEMENT FROM ONESELF AND THE WORLD. W/HILE
MARX SAW ALIENATION PRIMARILY AS A PRODUCT OF ECONOMIC STRUCTURES THAT COULD BE OVERCOME THROUGH
REVOLUTION, EXISTENTIALISTS OFTEN VIEWED IT AS AN INTRINSIC ASPECT OF THE HUMAN CONDITION, A CONSEQUENCE OF
CONSCIOUSNESS AND FREEDOM IN A MEANINGLESS UNIVERSE. HO\)VEVER, BOTH PERSPECTIVES HIGHLIGHT A PROFOUND SENSE OF
DISCONNECT AND A LOSS OF AUTHENTIC SELFHOOD AS A RESULT OF PREVAILING SOCIETAL FORCES OR THE FUNDAMENTAL
NATURE OF EXISTENCE.

FReepoM AND DETERMINISM: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FREEDOM AND DETERMINISM IS A COMPLEX ONE WHEN COMPARING THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND
EXISTENTIALISM. THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, ROOTED IN HISTORICAL MATERIALISM, PRESENTS A VIEW WHERE HISTORICAL
FORCES AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURES LARGELY DETERMINE THE TRAJECTORY OF SOCIETY AND THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS WITHIN
IT. MARX AND ENGELS ARGUED THAT THE PROLETARIAT, DUE TO THEIR OBJECTIVE POSITION WITHIN THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM,
\WERE HISTORICALLY DESTINED TO OVERTHROW THE BOURGEOISIE. W/HILE INDIVIDUAL AGENCY IS ACKNOWLEDGED IN THE CALL
FOR REVOLUTION, THE EMPHASIS IS ON THE UNFOLDING OF HISTORICAL LAWS AND CLASS CONSCIOUSNESS AS THE PRIMARY
DRIVERS OF CHANGE. FREEDOM, IN THE MARXIST SENSE, IS LARGELY SEEN AS LIBERATION FROM ECONOMIC CONSTRAINT AND
OPPRESSION, A COLLECTIVE ACHIEVEMENT THAT WOULD ENABLE INDIVIDUAL FLOURISHING.



EXISTENTIALISM, ON THE OTHER HAND, CHAMPIONS RADICAL HUMAN FREEDOM. As MENTIONED, “EXISTENCE PRECEDES ESSENCE”
MEANS INDIVIDUALS ARE ENTIRELY FREE TO DEFINE THEMSELVES. THIS FREEDOM IS NOT MERELY POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC; IT IS AN
ONTOLOGICAL FREEDOM, THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE ONE’S VALUES, ONE's PROJECTS, AND ONE’S VERY BEING. THIS FREEDOM IS
OFTEN FRAMED AS A BURDEN, AS IT COMES WITH ABSOLUTE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ONE’S CHOICES. EXISTENTIALISTS ARE WARY
OF ANY SYSTEM, WHETHER ECONOMIC OR IDEOLOGICAL, THAT THEY PERCEIVE AS NEGATING OR LIMITING THIS FUNDAMENTAL
INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM. W/HILE MARX SAW FREEDOM AS EMERGING FROM A RESTRUCTURED COLLECTIVE, EXISTENTIALISTS
PRIORITIZE INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY AS THE STARTING POINT, ARGUING THAT EVEN WITHIN OPPRESSIVE SYSTEMS, INDIVIDUALS
RETAIN THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE THEIR RESPONSE AND TO MAINTAIN THEIR INNER INTEGRITY.

THE RoLE oF HISTORY AND THE FUTURE: MARX VS. EXISTENTIALISM

THE DIVERGENCE IN THEIR VIEWS ON FREEDOM IS CLOSELY TIED TO THEIR DIFFERING CONCEPTIONS OF HISTORY AND THE FUTURE.
THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO PRESENTS A TELEOLOGICAL VIEW OF HISTORY, SUGGESTING A PREDETERMINED PROGRESSION
TOWARDS COMMUNISM. MARX AND ENGELS BELIEVED THAT CAPITALISM CONTAINED THE SEEDS OF ITS OWN DESTRUCTION AND
THAT THE INEVITABLE RISE OF THE PROLETARIAT WOULD USHER IN A NEW, MORE JUST HISTORICAL EPOCH. THE FUTURE, FOR
MARXISTS, IS NOT A REALM OF INFINITE POSSIBILITIES DETERMINED BY INDIVIDUAL CHOICE, BUT RATHER A SCIENTIFICALLY
PREDICTABLE OUTCOME OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT. THE REVOLUTION IS SEEN AS A NECESSARY HISTORICAL STAGE TO
ACHIEVE THIS ENVISIONED FUTURE OF CLASSLESS SOCIETY.

EXISTENTIALISM, IN CONTRAST, TENDS TO VIEW HISTORY NOT AS A LINEAR PROGRESSION TOWARDS A PREDETERMINED END, BUT
AS A SERIES OF CONTINGENT EVENTS AND INDIVIDUAL CHOICES. THERE IS NO GRAND HISTORICAL NARRATIVE DICTATING A
SPECIFIC FUTURE. |NSTEAD, THE FUTURE IS OPEN AND UNCERTAIN, SHAPED BY THE CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF COUNTLESS
INDIVIDUAL DECISIONS. WHILE EXISTENTIALISTS MIGHT ACKNOWLEDGE THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIETAL STRUCTURES AND
HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES, THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SHAPING ONE'S FUTURE, AND BY
EXTENSION CONTRIBUTING TO THE FUTURE OF HUMANITY , RESTS WITH THE INDIVIDUAL. THE FOCUS IS ON THE PRESENT MOMENT
OF CHOICE AND THE CREATION OF MEANING IN AN OFTEN ABSURD AND DIRECTIONLESS HISTORICAL LANDSCAPE. THIS EMPHASIS ON
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR CREATING THE FUTURE STANDS IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE MORE DETERMINISTIC, YET
ULTIMATELY HOPEFUL, HISTORICAL VISION OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO.

CRITIQUE OF BOURGEOIS SOCIETY: SHARED GROUND

DESPITE THEIR FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES, THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND EXISTENTIALIST THOUGHT SHARE A SIGNIFICANT
CRITIQUE OF BOURGEOIS SOCIETY AND ITS ACCOMPANYING VALUES. MARX AND ENGELS VEHEMENTLY CONDEMNED THE
BOURGEOISIE FOR THEIR PURSUIT OF PROFIT, THEIR EXPLOITATION OF THE WORKING CLASS, AND THEIR ROLE IN PERPETUATING
SOCIAL INEQUALITY. THEY SAW BOURGEOIS MORALITY AND IDEOLOGY AS MERE JUSTIFICATIONS FOR THE EXISTING POWER
STRUCTURES AND AS TOOLS TO MAINTAIN THE DOMINANCE OF THE CAPITALIST CLASS. THE EMPHASIS ON MATERIAL WEALTH
AND THE COMMODIFICATION OF HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS WERE CENTRAL TO THEIR CRITIQUE.

EXISTENTIALISTS/ TOO, OFTEN LEVELED SHARP CRITIQUES AGAINST THE CONFORMITY AND INAUTHENTICITY THEY PERCEIVED IN
MODERN, PARTICULARLY BOURGEOIS, SOCIETY. THINKERS LIKE KIERKEGAARD RAILED AGAINST THE “CROWD” AND ITS TENDENCY
TO STIFLE INDIVIDUAL CONSCIENCE AND CRITICAL THOUGHT. SARTRE CRITICIZED THE “BAD FAITH” THAT CHARACTERIZED
INDIVIDUALS WHO ABDICATED THEIR FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY BY CONFORMING TO SOCIETAL NORMS AND EXPECTATIONS.
BoTH TRADITIONS, IN THEIR OWN WAYS, IDENTIFIED A SPIRITUAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL EMPTINESS WITHIN BOURGEOIS LIFE, A
LIFE OFTEN CHARACTERIZED BY SUPERFICIALITY, ADHERENCE TO CONVENTION, AND A DISREGARD FOR GENUINE HUMAN CONNECTION
OR INDIVIDUAL AUTHENTICITY. THIS SHARED CRITIQUE OF SOCIETAL SUPERFICIALITY AND THE EROSION OF GENUINE HUMAN
EXPERIENCE PROVIDES A SURPRISING AREA OF COMMON GROUND.

THE INDIVIDUAL VS. THE COLLECTIVE: DIVERGENT PATHS

THE MOST PROFOUND DIVERGENCE BETWEEN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND EXISTENTIALISM LIES IN THEIR FUNDAMENTAL



EMPHASIS ON THE INDIVIDUAL VERSUS THE COLLECTIVE. THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S ULTIMATE GOAL IS THE LIBERATION OF
THE PROLETARIAT AS A COLLECTIVE CLASS. THE REVOLUTION IS A MASS ACTION, AND THE IDEAL SOCIETY IS ONE WHERE CLASS
DISTINCTIONS ARE ABOLISHED, AND INDIVIDUALS ARE INTEGRATED INTO A HARMONIOUS COLLECTIVE. INDIVIDUAL LIBERATION IS
UNDERSTOOD AS A CONSEQUENCE OF COLLECTIVE LIBERATION FROM ECONOMIC OPPRESSION. THE NEEDS AND ASPIRATIONS OF
THE COLLECTIVE ARE PARAMOUNT, AND INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES ARE OFTEN SEEN AS SECONDARY TO THE OVERARCHING GOAL OF
CLASS SOLIDARITY AND SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION.

EXISTENTIALISM, CONVERSELY, PLACES THE INDIVIDUAL AT THE ABSOLUTE CENTER OF PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRY. THE PRIMARY
CONCERN IS THE INDIVIDUAL'S STRUGGLE FOR MEANING, AUTHENTICITY, AND SELF-CREATION IN A \WORLD DEVOID OF INHERENT
PURPOSE. W/HILE EXISTENTIALISTS MIGHT ACKNOWLEDGE THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND INTERSUBJECTIVITY <THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS), THEIR FOCUS REMAINS RESOLUTELY ON THE INTERNAL EXPERIENCE AND AGENCY OF THE
SINGULAR PERSON. COLLECTIVE ACTION OR SOCIAL STRUCTURES ARE OFTEN VIEWED WITH SUSPICION IF THEY THREATEN TO
SUPPRESS INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM OR IMPOSE A PREDETERMINED IDENTITY. THE EXISTENTIALIST QUEST IS INHERENTLY A SOLITARY
ONE, A PERSONAL JOURNEY OF CONFRONTING ONE’S EXISTENCE AND MAKING ONE'S OWN CHOICES, EVEN IN THE FACE OF SOCIETAL
PRESSURES.

LEGACY AND MODERN RELEVANCE

THE LEGACY OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO CONTINUES TO SHAPE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCOURSE, INSPIRING
MOVEMENTS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND CRITIQUES OF CAPITALISM. ITS ANALYSIS OF ALIENATION AND EXPLOITATION REMAINS
RELEVANT IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT LABOR RIGHTS, GLOBALIZATION, AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY. W/HILE THE SPECIFIC
PREDICTIONS OF MARXIST THEORY HAVE BEEN DEBATED AND OFTEN CHALLENGED, ITS CORE CRITIQUES OF POWER STRUCTURES
AND ITS CALL FOR A MORE EQUITABLE SOCIETY CONTINUE TO RESONATE.

EXISTENTIALISM'S INFLUENCE IS EVIDENT IN LITERATURE, PSYCHOLOGY, AND PHILOSOPHY. |TS EMPHASIS ON INDIVIDUAL
RESPONSIBILITY, THE SEARCH FOR MEANING, AND THE COURAGE TO CONFRONT LIFE'S CHALLENGES CONTINUES TO OFFER
VALUABLE INSIGHTS FOR NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF MODERN EXISTENCE. IN AN ERA MARKED BY RAPID TECHNOLOGICAL
CHANGE, SHIFTING SOCIAL NORMS, AND EXISTENTIAL ANXIETIES, THE EXISTENTIALIST CALL TO AUTHENTIC LIVING AND SELF-
CREATION REMAINS PROFOUNDLY RELEVANT. THE ONGOING DIALOGUE BETWEEN THESE TWO INTELLECTUAL TRADITIONS,
HOWEVER INDIRECT, HIGHLIGHTS ENDURING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE HUMAN CONDITION THAT CONTINUE TO PERPLEX AND
MOTIVATE US.

Concrusion: THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND EXISTENTIALISM IN DIALOGUE

IN CONCLUSION, A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO THROUGH THE LENS OF EXISTENTIALISM REVEALS A
COMPLEX AND COMPELLING INTELLECTUAL DIALOGUE. WHILE THEIR ORIGINS, CORE TENETS, AND PROPOSED SOLUTIONS OFTEN
STAND IN STARK CONTRAST — WITH MARXISM EMPHASIZING COLLECTIVE LIBERATION AND HISTORICAL DETERMINISM, AND
EXISTENTIALISM PRIORITIZING INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE — THEIR CRITIQUES OF SOCIETAL ALIENATION AND
THEIR ENGAGEMENT WITH THE HUMAN CONDITION OFFER SURPRISING COMMONALITIES. BOTH IDEOLOGIES, IN THEIR OWN DISTINCT
WAYS, GRAPPLE WITH THE WAYS IN WHICH INDIVIDUALS CAN BECOME ESTRANGED FROM THEMSELVES AND OTHERS, AND BOTH,
ALBEIT THROUGH DIFFERENT MEANS, SEEK TO EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS TO LIVE MORE AUTHENTIC AND MEANINGFUL LIVES. THE
COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S PROFOUND CRITIQUE OF CAPITALIST ALIENATION AND ITS VISION OF A FUTURE FREE FROM ECONOMIC
OPPRESSION, WHEN CONSIDERED ALONGSIDE EXISTENTIALISM'S UNWAVERING FOCUS ON INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM, RESPONSIBILITY,
AND THE COURAGEOUS CONFRONTATION WITH EXISTENCE, PROVIDES A RICH TAPESTRY FOR UNDERSTANDING THE ENDURING
QUESTIONS THAT DEFINE HUMAN SOCIETY AND INDIVIDUAL BEING.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS



How poEes THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO’S CRITIQUE OF ALIENATION IN CAPITALIST
SOCIETY RESONATE WITH EXISTENTIALIST THEMES OF MEANINGLESSNESS AND
ESTRANGEMENT?

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S ANALYSIS OF HOW CAPITALISM ALIENATES WORKERS FROM THE PRODUCTS OF THEIR LABOR, THE
ACT OF LABOR ITSELF, THEIR FELLOW HUMANS, AND THEIR OWN SPECIES"ESSENCE DIRECTLY MIRRORS EXISTENTIALIST CONCERNS.
BOTH FRAMEWORKS HIGHLIGHT A PROFOUND SENSE OF ESTRANGEMENT FROM ONESELF AND THE WORLD, A CONSEQUENCE OF
SOCIETAL STRUCTURES THAT PRIORITIZE COMMODIFICATION AND PROFIT OVER AUTHENTIC HUMAN EXPERIENCE AND SELF-
REALIZATION. THE MANIFESTO PROPOSES A COLLECTIVE SOLUTION TO THIS ALIENATION, WHILE EXISTENTIALISM OFTEN
FOCUSES ON INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY IN CONFRONTING IT.

IN WHAT WAYS CAN THE ‘SPECTER OF COMMUNISM' MENTIONED IN THE MANIFESTO BE
INTERPRETED THROUGH AN EXISTENTIALIST LENS REGARDING THE FEAR OF FREEDOM OR
THE CONFRONTATION WITH NOTHINGNESS?

THE 'SPECTER OF COMMUNISM’ CAN BE VIEWED EXISTENTIALLY AS THE LOOMING POSSIBILITY OF RADICAL SOCIETAL
TRANSFORMATION THAT, FOR SOME, REPRESENTS A TERRIFYING DISRUPTION OF ESTABLISHED ORDER AND IDENTITY. THIS FEAR OF
A FUTURE WITHOUT THE FAMILIAR STRUCTURES OF CLASS SOCIETY — A FUTURE THAT DEMANDS THE CREATION OF NEW VALUES
AND MEANINGS — ECHOES EXISTENTIALISM'S EXPLORATION OF THE ANXIETY THAT ACCOMPANIES RADICAL FREEDOM AND THE
POTENTIAL VOID THAT EMERGES WHEN TRADITIONAL FRAMEW ORKS FOR MEANING COLLAPSE.

How DOES THE MANIFESTO'S CALL FOR REVOLUTION AND THE ABOLITION OF PRIVATE
PROPERTY RELATE TO EXISTENTIALIST IDEAS OF CHOICE, RESPONSIBILITY, AND THE
CREATION OF AUTHENTIC EXISTENCE?

THE MANIFESTO’S REVOLUTIONARY CALL CAN BE INTERPRETED EXISTENTIALLY AS A RADICAL ACT OF COLLECTIVE SELF-
CREATION. BY SEEKING TO ABOLISH THE CONDITIONS THAT STIFLE HUMAN POTENTIAL AND IMPOSE PREDETERMINED ROLES, IT AIMS
TO CREATE A SOCIETY WHERE INDIVIDUALS ARE FREE TO DEFINE THEMSELVES. THIS ALIGNS WITH EXISTENTIALISM'S EMPHASIS ON
RADICAL FREEDOM AND THE RESPONSIBILITY TO CHOOSE AND CREATE ONE'S OWN ESSENCE, ALBEIT ON A SOCIETAL RATHER THAN
PURELY INDIVIDUAL SCALE. THE REVOLUTION BECOMES A DRAMATIC, ALBEIT POTENTIALLY VIOLENT, ASSERTION OF HUMAN
AGENCY.

CAN THE MANIFESTO’S CONCEPT OF HISTORICAL MATERIALISM BE RECONCILED WITH
EXISTENTIALIST NOTIONS OF HISTORICAL CONTINGENCY AND THE ABSENCE OF
PREORDAINED MEANING?

W/HILE HISTORICAL MATERIALISM POSITS A DETERMINISTIC TRAJECTORY BASED ON ECONOMIC FORCES, IT CAN BE INTERPRETED IN
A WAY THAT ALIGNS WITH EXISTENTIALIST CONTINGENCY. THE MANIFESTO’S ASSERTION THAT HISTORY IS MADE BY HUMANS,
EVEN IF DRIVEN BY MATERIAL CONDITIONS, LEAVES ROOM FOR HUMAN AGENCY IN SHAPING THE PRESENT AND FUTURE.
EXISTENTIALISM, BY EMPHASIZING THAT EXISTENCE PRECEDES ESSENCE AND THAT MEANING IS NOT INHERENT BUT CREATED, FINDS
COMMON GROUND IN THE IDEA THAT HUMANITY IS NOT BOUND BY A FIXED DESTINY BUT IS INSTEAD CONSTANTLY CREATING
ITSELF WITHIN HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES.

How DoES THE MANIFESTO'S VISION OF A CLASSLESS SOCIETY , WHERE THE 'FREE
DEVELOPMENT OF EACH IS THE CONDITION FOR THE FREE DEVELOPMENT OF ALL ,I SPEAK
TO EXISTENTIALIST IDEALS OF INTERSUBJECTIVITY AND SHARED RESPONSIBILITY?

THE MANIFESTO’S IDEAL OF A CLASSLESS SOCIETY UNDERSCORES A PROFOUND SENSE OF INTERSUBJECTIVITY AND SHARED
RESPONSIBILITY. |T SUGGESTS THAT INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND FULFILLMENT ARE INEXTRICABLY LINKED TO THE WELL-BEING AND
LIBERATION OF OTHERS. THIS RESONATES WITH EXISTENTIALIST THINKERS LIKE SARTRE, WHO ARGUED THAT OUR FREEDOM IS
ENACTED IN RELATION TO OTHERS AND THAT OUR CHOICES HAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR HUMANITY AS A WHOLE. THE MANIFESTO/ IN
THIS LIGHT, OFFERS A UTOPIAN VISION OF COLLECTIVE AUTHENTICITY AND MUTUAL RECOGNITION.



\WHAT EXISTENTIALIST CRITIQUES COULD BE LEVELED AGAINST THE PERCEIVED
COLLECTIVISM OR POTENTIAL SUPPRESSION OF INDIVIDUAL WILL WITHIN THE
FRAMEWORK OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO?

EXISTENTIALIST CRITIQUES MIGHT FOCUS ON THE POTENTIAL FOR THE MANIFESTO’S EMPHASIS ON COLLECTIVE ACTION AND A
PREDETERMINED HISTORICAL OUTCOME TO STIFLE INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND AUTHENTIC SELF-CREATION. CRITICS COULD ARGUE
THAT THE PURSUIT OF A UNIVERSAL HISTORICAL GOAL MIGHT LEAD TO A SUPPRESSION OF INDIVIDUAL DISSENT, THE IMPOSITION
OF A COLLECTIVE IDEOLOGY, AND A DIMINISHMENT OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY IN DEFINING ONE'S OWN VALUES AND MEANING,
THUS CREATING A NEW FORM OF ALIENATION OR ‘BAD FAITH ON A SOCIETAL SCALE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HERE ARE @ BOOK TITLES, STARTING WITH '

' , RELATED TO A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE CoMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND
EXISTENTIALISM, ALONG WITH SHORT DESCRIPTIONS:

MARX’'s GHOST: EXISTENTIAL EcHOES IN COMMUNIST THEORY

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE OF TEN-OVERLOOKED EXISTENTIAL DIMENSIONS WITHIN KARL
MARX'S WRITINGS , ARGUING THAT CONCEPTS LIKE ALIENATION, FREEDOM, AND THE
CRITIQUE OF REIFICATION RESONATE WITH LATER EXISTENTIALIST THOUGHT. IT
EXAMINES HOW THE MANIFESTO’S VISION OF HUMAN LIBERATION , WHILE ROOTED IN
HISTORICAL MATERIALISM, CAN BE INTERPRETED THROUGH AN EXISTENTIAL LENS. THE
AUTHOR DELVES INTO THE PHILOSOPHICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE
AND INDIVIDUAL AGENCY.

2.

THE BURDEN OF BEING: SARTRE, MARX, AND THE POoST-\W AR LEFT

THIS WORK ANALYZES THE INTELLECTUAL CURRENTS THAT SHAPED THE POST-WAR ERA,
FOCUSING ON THE COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN JEAN-PAUL SARTRE'S
EXISTENTIALISM AND MARXIST IDEOLOGY. |T INVESTIGATES HOW EXISTENTIALIST
CONCERNS ABOUT FREEDOM, RESPONSIBILITY, AND THE HUMAN CONDITION WERE
INTEGRATED OR DEBATED WITHIN COMMUNIST MOVEMENTS. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS KEY
MOMENTS OF INTELLECTUAL SYNTHESIS AND DIVERGENCE BETWEEN THESE SEEMINGLY
DISPARATE PHILOSOPHICAL TRADITIONS.



3.

ALIENATION AND AUTHENTICITY: FROM MARX TO MERLEAU-PONTY

TRACING A LINEAGE FROM MARX'S CONCEPT OF ALIENATION TO THE EXISTENTIALIST
EXPLORATION OF AUTHENTICITY, THIS BOOK EXAMINES HOW THINKERS GRAPPLED WITH
THE INDIVIDUAL'S PLACE IN A WORLD OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL STRUCTURES. |T
ANALYZES HoW THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S CRITIQUE OF CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION
LAID GROUNDWORK FOR EXISTENTIALIST INQUIRIES INTO SELFHOOD AND MEANING-
MAKING. THE AUTHOR EXPLORES HOW LATER PHILOSOPHERS SOUGHT TO RECLAIM OR
REDEFINE HUMAN FREEDOM IN RESPONSE TO SOCIETAL FORCES.

4.

THE PHILOSOPHER KING'S DECREE: REVOLUTION AND SUBJECTIVITY IN THE MANIFESTO

THIS TITLE DELVES INTO THE INHERENT TENSION BETWEEN THE COLLECTIVE , HISTORICAL
FORCES DESCRIBED IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND THE INDIVIDUAL'S SUBJECTIVE
EXPERIENCE OF REVOLUTIONARY PARTICIPATION. |T QUESTIONS WHETHER THE
MANIFESTO’S VISION OF A CLASSLESS SOCIETY IMPLICITLY ADDRESSES THE EXISTENTIAL
QUEST FOR MEANING AND PURPOSE. THE BOOK SCRUTINIZES THE ROLE OF INDIVIDUAL
CONSCIOUSNESS AND WILL IN DRIVING HISTORICAL CHANGE AS ENVISIONED BY MARX.

5.

BeYonD THE DIALECTIC: EXISTENTIALISM'S CRITIQUE oF HISTORICAL DETERMINISM

THIS ANALYSIS EXPLORES HOW EXISTENTIALIST PHILOSOPHERS RESPONDED TO AND
CRITIQUED THE PERCEIVED HISTORICAL DETERMINISM OF MARXISM , PARTICULARLY AS
OUTLINED IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO. IT HIGHLIGHTS EXISTENTIALISM'S EMPHASIS
ON RADICAL FREEDOM, CHOICE, AND THE CREATION OF MEANING IN A WORLD WITHOUT
INHERENT PURPOSE. THE BOOK INVESTIGATES WHETHER EXISTENTIALISM OFFERED AN
ALTERNATIVE FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING HUMAN AGENCY IN THE FACE OF
SOCIETAL STRUCTURES.

6.

THe HUMAN CONDITION IN REVOLUTION: A PHENOMENOLOGICAL READING OF THE
MANIFESTO



THIS BOOK APPLIES PHENOMENOLOGICAL METHODS , OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH
EXISTENTIALISM, TO A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE CoMMUNIST MANIFESTO. IT SEEKS
TO UNDERSTAND THE LIVED EXPERIENCE OF INDIVIDUALS CAUGHT IN THE REVOLUTIONARY
UPHEAVALS DESCRIBED BY MARX. THE AUTHOR EXAMINES HOW THE MANIFESTO’S CALL
FOR A NEW SOCIETY IMPACTS CONCEPTS OF EMBODIMENT, INTERSUBJECTIVITY, AND THE
SEARCH FOR AUTHENTIC EXISTENCE.

7.

ENCOUNTERING THE OTHER: ETHICS AND PoLITICS IN MARX AND BEAUVOIR

THIS WORK EXPLORES THE ETHICAL AND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF MARX'S THEORIES ’
AS PRESENTED IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO , THROUGH THE LENS OF SIMONE DE
BEAUVOIR’S EXISTENTIALIST FEMINISM. [T EXAMINES HOW CONCEPTS OF OTHERNESS ’
FREEDOM, AND OPPRESSION ARE UNDERSTOOD FROM BOTH MARXIST AND EXISTENTIALIST
PERSPECTIVES. THE BOOK CONSIDERS THE POTENTIAL FOR A SYNTHESIZED APPROACH TO
SOCIAL JUSTICE THAT ACKNOWLEDGES BOTH STRUCTURAL INEQUALITIES AND
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY.

8.

FreepoM’s DousLE EDGE: THE MANIFESTO AND THE EXISTENTIALIST DILEMMA

THIS TITLE INVESTIGATES THE INHERENT PARADOXES OF FREEDOM AS PRESENTED IN THE
CoMMUNIST MANIFESTO , PARTICULARLY IN RELATION TO EXISTENTIALIST THOUGHT. IT
EXPLORES HOW THE PROMISE OF LIBERATION FROM CAPITALIST CONSTRAINTS MIGHT
SIMULTANEOUSLY PRESENT NEW EXISTENTIAL CHALLENGES FOR INDIVIDUALS. THE
AUTHOR SCRUTINIZES THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL WEIGHT OF ACHIEVING
A TRULY FREE SOCIETY.

9.

THE WEIGHT OF HISTORY: AN EXISTENTIALIST INTERPRETATION OF CLASS STRUGGLE

THIS BOOK OFFERS AN EXISTENTIALIST FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THE
HISTORICAL PHENOMENON OF CLASS STRUGGLE AS DESCRIBED IN THE COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO. |T ANALYZES THE SUBJECTIVE BURDEN AND EXISTENTIAL IMPLICATIONS OF
OPPRESSION AND THE FIGHT FOR LIBERATION. THE AUTHOR PROBES HOW INDIVIDUALS
EXPERIENCE AND RESPOND TO THE HISTORICAL FORCES SHAPING THEIR LIVES, SEEKING



MEANING AND AUTHENTICITY WITHIN THESE STRUGGLES.
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