COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY

THE INTERSECTION OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY IS A SUBJECT THAT HAS SHAPED GLOBAL
GEOPOLITICS FOR OVER A CENTURY. UNDERSTANDING THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF MARXISM AS ARTICULATED BY KARL
MARX AND FRIEDRICH ENGELS, AND THEIR PERCEIVED INFLUENCE ON THE DEVELOPMENT AND EXECUTION OF AMERICAN FOREIGN
POLICY, OFFERS A CRUCIAL LENS THROUGH WHICH TO ANALYZE HISTORICAL EVENTS AND CONTEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE CORE TENETS OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO/ EXPLORES HOW ITS IDEAS HAVE BEEN
INTERPRETED AND REACTED TO BY AMERICAN POLICYMAKERS, AND EXAMINES THE LASTING IMPACT ON THE UNITeD STATES'
APPROACH TO GLOBAL AFFAIRS, FROM THE CoLD W AR TO THE PRESENT DAY. WE WILL INVESTIGATE THE IDEOLOGICAL
BATTLEGROUND, THE MECHANISMS OF CONTAINMENT AND ENGAGEMENT, AND THE ONGOING DEBATE ABOUT THE RELEV ANCE OF
COMMUNIST THEORY IN SHAPING MODERN FOREIGN POLICY STRATEGIES.
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UNDERSTANDING THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO: CoORE IDEALS AND GLOBAL
VISION

THe CoMMUNIST MANIFESTO, PUBLISHED IN 1848 BY KARL MARX AND FRIEDRICH ENGELS, PRESENTS A SCATHING CRITIQUE OF
CAPITALISM AND OUTLINES A VISION FOR A CLASSLESS SOCIETY. |TS CENTRAL ARGUMENT POSITS THAT HISTORY IS A
CONTINUOUS STRUGGLE BETWEEN OPPOSING CLASSES, PRIMARILY THE BOURGEOISIE (THE OWNERS OF THE MEANS OF
PRODUCTION) AND THE PROLETARIAT (THE WORKING CLASS). THE MANIFESTO ARGUES THAT CAPITALISM, WHILE
REVOLUTIONARY IN ITS OWN RIGHT, INHERENTLY CREATES ALIENATION, EXPLOITATION, AND ECONOMIC CRISES. |T PREDICTS
THAT THE PROLETARIAT, THROUGH A VIOLENT REVOLUTION, WOULD OVERTHROW THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM AND ESTABLISH A
DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO COMMUNISM — A SOCIETY WITHOUT PRIVATE PROPERTY, SOCIAL
CLASSES, OR A STATE APPARATUS.

A KEY ASPECT OF THE MANIFESTO IS ITS INTERNATIONALIST CALL TO ACTION: '\ ORKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE!” THIS
SLOGAN ENCAPSULATED THE BELIEF THAT THE STRUGGLE AGAINST CAPITALISM WAS A GLOBAL ONE, TRANSCENDING NATIONAL
BOUNDARIES. MARX AND ENGELS ENVISIONED A WORLDWIDE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION THAT WOULD DISMANTLE THE EXISTING
INTERNATIONAL ORDER, WHICH THEY SAW AS BUILT UPON CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION AND IMPERIALIST AMBITIONS. THE
MANIFESTO'S ANALYSIS OF CAPITALISM’S INHERENT DRIVE FOR EXPANSION AND ITS TENDENCY TO CREATE A GLOBAL MARKET
LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING LATER GEOPOLITICAL DYNAMICS, INCLUDING THE EXPANSION OF GLOBAL TRADE AND
THE RISE OF INTERNATIONAL CORPORATIONS. THE INHERENT CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN CAPITALISM, ACCORDING TO MARX,
\WOULD INEVITABLY LEAD TO ITS DOWNFALL AND THE TRIUMPH OF COMMUNISM ON A GLOBAL SCALE.



THE MANIFESTO'S CRITIQUE EXTENDED TO THE ROLE OF THE STATE, WHICH IT VIEWED AS AN INSTRUMENT OF THE RULING CLASS
TO MAINTAIN ITS POWER. IN A COMMUNIST SOCIETY, THE STATE WOULD EVENTUALLY “WITHER AWAY" AS CLASS
ANTAGONISMS CEASED TO EXIST. THIS UTOPIAN VISION OF A STATELESS, CLASSLESS SOCIETY SERVED AS A POWERFUL
IDEOLOGICAL COUNTERPOINT TO THE EXISTING NATIONALISTIC AND CAPITALIST SYSTEMS THAT DOMINATED THE 19 TH AND
20TH CENTURIES. THE DOCUMENT’S ENDURING APPEAL LIES IN ITS POTENT CRITIQUE OF INEQUALITY AND ITS PROMISE OF A MORE
JUST AND EQUITABLE SOCIAL ORDER, A PROMISE THAT RESONATED WITH MANY, PARTICULARLY IN TIMES OF ECONOMIC HARDSHIP
AND SOCIAL UNREST. THE IDEAS PRESENTED WITHIN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO BECAME A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT FOR SOCIALIST
AND COMMUNIST MOVEMENTS WORLDWIDE, PROFOUNDLY INFLUENCING POLITICAL THOUGHT AND ACTION ACROSS THE GLOBE.

EARLY AMERICAN REACTIONS TO COMMUNISM AND ITS MANIFESTO

THE EMERGENCE OF COMMUNIST THOUGHT, PARTICULARLY AS ARTICULATED IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, ELICITED A
COMPLEX AND OFTEN HOSTILE REACTION FROM THE UNITED STATES FROM ITS VERY INCEPTION. WHILE THE MANIFESTO WAS
PUBLISHED IN EUROPE, ITS IDEAS, AND THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS THEY INSPIRED, QUICKLY CROSSED THE ATLANTIC.
EARLY AMERICAN RESPONSES WERE LARGELY SHAPED BY THE NATION'S FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY,
PRIVATE PROPERTY, AND A DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, ALL OF WHICH WERE SEEN AS ANTITHETICAL TO THE COLLECTIVIST AND
REVOLUTIONARY AIMS OF COMMUNISM. THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE WITH REVOLUTION, ITSELF A STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE
AND SELF-GOVERNANCE, WAS FUNDAMENTALLY DIFFERENT FROM THE CLASS~-BASED REVOLUTION ENVISIONED BY MARX AND
ENGELS. AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARIES SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH A NEW NATION BASED ON ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS, NOT TO
DISMANTLE AN EXISTING ECONOMIC SYSTEM FROM WITHIN.

AS SOCIALIST AND LABOR MOVEMENTS GAINED TRACTION IN THE UNITED STATES IN THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH
CENTURIES, THE PERCEIVED THREAT OF MARXIST IDEOLOGY INTENSIFIED. THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, FOR INSTANCE,
LARGELY ESCHEWED REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM IN FAVOR OF MORE PRAGMATIC, REFORM-ORIENTED APPROACHES TO LABOR
RELATIONS, OFTEN VIEWING EUROPEAN SOCIALIST MOVEMENTS WITH SUSPICION. THIS DIVERGENCE IN APPROACH REFLECTED A
DEEP-SEATED AMERICAN SKEPTICISM TOWARDS IDEOLOGIES THAT SEEMED TO UNDERMINE INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE AND ECONOMIC
FREEDOM. THE FEAR WAS THAT THE ADOPTION OF COMMUNIST PRINCIPLES, EVEN IN A DILUTED FORM, WOULD LEAD TO THE
EROSION OF AMERICAN VALUES AND INSTITUTIONS. THIS EARLY SUSPICION LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE MORE ROBUST
ANTI=COMMUNIST SENTIMENT THAT WOULD CHARACTERIZE MUCH OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY IN THE ENSUING DECADES.

THE BoLSHEVIK REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA IN 19 17 MARKED A WATERSHED MOMENT IN AMERICAN PERCEPTIONS. THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WORLD'S FIRST COMMUNIST STATE, INSPIRED BY MARXIST IDEOLOGY, TRANSFORMED COMMUNISM FROM
A THEORETICAL CRITIQUE INTO A TANGIBLE POLITICAL AND MILITARY FORCE. THIS EVENT TRIGGERED THE “RED SCARE” IN THE
UNITED STATES, CHARACTERIZED BY \WIDESPREAD FEAR OF COMMUNIST INFILTRATION AND SUBVERSION. GOVERNMENT AGENCIES,
SUCH AS THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE UNDER ATTORNEY GENERAL A. MITCHELL PALMER, LAUNCHED RAIDS AND DEPORTATIONS
TARGETING SUSPECTED RADICALS, MANY OF WHOM WERE IMMIGRANTS. THE RED SCARE SOLIDIFIED A NATIONAL SECURITY
DOCTRINE THAT VIEWED INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM, AND BY EXTENSION THE IDEAS OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, AS A
DIRECT THREAT TO AMERICAN SOVEREIGNTY AND WAY OF LIFE. THIS PERIOD OF INTENSE ANTI-COMMUNIST FERVOR DEEPLY
EMBEDDED ITSELF INTO THE AMERICAN POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS, SHAPING ATTITUDES TOWARDS FOREIGN POLICY FOR
GENERATIONS.

THE CoLb W AR: CONTAINMENT, PROXY W ARS, AND IDEOLOGICAL
CONFRONTATION

THe CoLb W AR (ROUGHLY 1947-199 1) REPRESENTED THE MOST DIRECT AND SUSTAINED CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES AND THE IDEOLOGY EMANATING FROM THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO. FOLLOWING W/ ORLD W AR II, THE
IDEOLOGICAL AND GEOPOLITICAL RIVALRY BETWEEN THE CAPITALIST WEST, LED BY THE U.S., AND THE COMMUNIST EAST, LED
BY THE SOVIET UNION, DOMINATED INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY DURING THIS ERA WAS LARGELY
DEFINED BY THE DOCTRINE OF CONTAINMENT, A STRATEGY AIMED AT PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF SOVIET INFLUENCE AND
COMMUNISM TO NEW TERRITORIES. THIS POLICY WAS A DIRECT RESPONSE TO THE PERCEIVED THREAT OF GLOBAL COMMUNIST
REVOLUTION, AS OUTLINED IN THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND ITS SUBSEQUENT
INTERPRETATIONS BY SOVIET LEADERS.



CONTAINMENT MANIFESTED IN VARIOUS FORMS, INCLUDING ECONOMIC AID, MILITARY ALLIANCES, AND COVERT OPERATIONS. THE
MARSHALL PLAN, FOR INSTANCE, PROVIDED SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO WAR-TORN EUROPEAN NATIONS TO REBUILD
THEIR ECONOMIES AND FOSTER DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, THEREBY CREATING A BULWARK AGAINST COMMUNIST EXPANSION.
SIMILARLY, THE FORMATION OF NATO (NorRTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION) ESTABLISHED A COLLECTIVE SECURITY
PACT AMONG W/ESTERN NATIONS AGAINST POTENTIAL SOVIET AGGRESSION. THESE INITIATIVES WERE NOT MERELY ABOUT
ECONOMIC OR MILITARY POWER; THEY WERE DEEPLY ROOTED IN AN IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE TO DEMONSTRATE THE SUPERIORITY
OF CAPITALISM AND DEMOCRACY OVER COMMUNISM, A SYSTEM THAT THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO HAD CHAMPIONED.

PROXY WARS BECAME A HALLMARK OF THE CoLD W AR, WITH THE U.S. AND THE SOVIET UNION SUPPORTING OPPOSING SIDES
IN CONFLICTS AROUND THE GLOBE. W ARS IN KOREA, VIETNAM, AFGHANISTAN, AND VARIOUS AFRICAN AND LATIN AMERICAN
NATIONS BECAME BATTLEGROUNDS WHERE THE IDEOLOGICAL CLASH PLAYED OUT THROUGH THE ACTIONS OF SURROGATE
FORCES. AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN THESE CONFLICTS WAS OFTEN JUSTIFIED AS A NECESSARY MEASURE TO PREVENT
COMMUNIST TAKEOVERS, REFLECTING A PERSISTENT FEAR THAT THE REVOLUTIONARY FERVOR DESCRIBED IN THE COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO COULD BE EXPORTED AND IMPLEMENTED WITH SOVIET BACKING. T HE DOMINO THEORY, WHICH POSITED THAT THE
FALL OF ONE NATION TO COMMUNISM WOULD LEAD TO THE FALL OF ITS NEIGHBORS, BECAME A DRIVING RATIONALE FOR
AMERICAN INTERVENTION. THE PERVASIVE FEAR OF A GLOBAL COMMUNIST VICTORY, FUELED BY THE PERCEIVED THREAT OF THE
IDEOLOGY OUTLINED IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, SHAPED AMERICAN MILITARY, ECONOMIC, AND DIPLOMATIC STRATEGIES FOR
NEARLY HALF A CENTURY.

PosT-CoLbd W AR AMERICAN FOREIGN PoLICY: SHIFTING PARADIGMS AND
PERSISTENT LEGACIES

THE COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET UNION IN 199 1 MARKED A SIGNIFICANT TURNING POINT FOR AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY,
SEEMINGLY BRINGING AN END TO THE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE ROOTED IN THE CONFRONTATION WITH COMMUNISM. \W/ITH THE
PRIMARY ANTAGONIST GONE, THE UNITED STATES EMERGED AS THE SOLE SUPERPOWER, ENJOYING UNPRECEDENTED GLOBAL
INFLUENCE. AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY IN THE POST-CoLD W AR ERA SAW A SHIFT AWAY FROM THE STRICT CONTAINMENT
STRATEGIES OF THE CoLD W AR. NEW PRIORITIES EMERGED, INCLUDING PROMOTING DEMOCRACY AND FREE MARKETS, ENGAGING IN
HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTIONS, AND COMBATING NEW TRANSNATIONAL THREATS LIKE TERRORISM. HO\)VEVER, THE UNDERLYING
ASSUMPTIONS AND INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURES FORGED DURING THE CoLD \X/AR, AND THE DEEP-SEATED ANTI-COMMUNIST
SENTIMENT, CONTINUED TO EXERT INFLUENCE.

W/HILE THE DIRECT THREAT OF COMMUNIST EXPANSION WANED, THE INTELLECTUAL AND POLITICAL LEGACY OF THE ANTI-
COMMUNIST STRUGGLE PERSISTED. DEBATES CONTINUED REGARDING THE ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES IN SHAPING THE GLOBAL
ORDER, AND THE PERCEIVED DANGERS OF IDEOLOGIES THAT CHALLENGED CAPITALIST PRINCIPLES, EVEN IF NOT EXPLICITLY
MARXIST, REMAINED. THE PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY AND FREE MARKETS WAS OFTEN FRAMED AS A VICTORY OVER THE FAILED
COLLECTIVIST EXPERIMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH COMMUNISM, REINFORCING THE NARRATIVE OF IDEOLOGICAL TRIUMPH. THE
UNITED STATES ACTIVELY SUPPORTED DEMOCRATIC TRANSITIONS IN EASTERN EUROPE AND ELSEWHERE, VIEWING THESE AS A
VALIDATION OF ITS FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES AND A REJECTION OF COMMUNIST MODELS.

EVEN AS NEW CHALLENGES AROSE, THE HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE OF CONFRONTING COMMUNISM, AND THE THEORETICAL CRITIQUES
PRESENTED IN DOCUMENTS LIKE THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, CONTINUED TO INFORM AMERICAN STRATEGIC THINKING. THE
EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE, WHILE A POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT IN ITSELF, WAS OFTEN FRAMED IN
OPPOSITION TO THE AUTHORITARIANISM ASSOCIATED WITH COMMUNIST REGIMES. FURTHERMORE, THE LINGERING SUSPICION OF
SOCIALIST OR COLLECTIVIST IDEAS, EVEN IN THEIR NON-MARXIST FORMS, MEANT THAT CERTAIN POLICY DEBATES WITHIN THE
U.S. COULD BE QUICKLY CHARACTERIZED THROUGH AN ANTI-COMMUNIST LENS. THE END OF THE COLD W/ AR DID NOT ERASE THE
IMPACT OF THE IDEOLOGICAL BATTLES, RATHER, IT LED TO A RECALIBRATION OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES AND
STRATEGIES, WHILE STILL BEARING THE INDELIBLE MARKS OF ITS CENTURY-LONG CONFRONTATION WITH THE IDEAS THAT HAD
ONCE BEEN A PROFOUND CHALLENGE TO THE GLOBAL ORDER.

CoNTEMPORARY DEBATES: THE LINGERING INFLUENCE AND



MISINTERPRETATIONS

IN CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS SURROUNDING AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, THE SPECTER OF COMMUNISM, AND BY EXTENSION,
THE FOUNDATIONAL IDEAS WITHIN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO/ CONTINUE TO SURFACE, ALBEIT IN MORE NUANCED AND OFTEN
MISINTERPRETED WAYS. WHILE THE OVERT IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICT OF THE CoLD WAR IS OVER, THE TERMS AND CONCEPTS
ORIGINATING FROM MARXIST THEORY, OR PERCEIVED TO BE ALIGNED WITH IT, ARE FREQUENTLY INVOKED IN POLITICAL
DISCOURSE. DEBATES ABOUT ECONOMIC INEQUALITY, THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IN REGULATING MARKETS, AND THE POWER OF
LARGE CORPORATIONS OFTEN SEE CRITICS DRAWING PARALLELS TO MARXIST CRITIQUES OF CAPITALISM, EVEN IF THEY DO NOT
EXPLICITLY ENDORSE COMMUNISM.

AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY CONTINUES TO GRAPPLE WITH NATIONS THAT IDENTIFY AS SOCIALIST OR HAVE STRONG SOCIALIST
ROOTS, AND THE HISTORICAL BAGGAGE OF CONFRONTING COMMUNISM INEVITABLY INFLUENCES THESE INTERACTIONS. FOR
INSTANCE, U.S. RELATIONS WITH COUNTRIES LIKE CUBA, VENEZUELA, OR EVEN CHINA, WHICH DESPITE ITS CAPITALIST REFORMS
MAINTAINS A COMMUNIST PARTY IN POWER, ARE STILL SHAPED BY THE LEGACY OF IDEOLOGICAL RIVALRY. POLICYMAKERS OFTEN
FRAME THESE RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH THE LENS OF PROMOTING DEMOCRACY AND FREE MARKETS AS AN ANTIDOTE TO WHAT
THEY PERCEIVE AS AUTHORITARIAN OR ECONOMICALLY UNSUSTAINABLE SYSTEMS, ECHOING THE BROADER HISTORICAL
NARRATIVE OF THE U.S. AS A CHAMPION AGAINST COMMUNIST IDEOLOGIES THAT ORIGINATED FROM TEXTS LIKE THE COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO.

MISINTERPRETATIONS OF MARXIST THOUGHT AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY ARE ALSO PREVALENT.
CRITICS MAY BROADLY LABEL ANY GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN THE ECONOMY, SOCIAL SAFETY NET PROGRAMS, OR CALLS
FOR GREATER ECONOMIC EQUALITY AS “SOCIALIST” OR EVEN “COMMUNIST,” THEREBY CONFLATING DEMOCRATIC REFORMS WITH
THE REVOLUTIONARY AIMS OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO. THIS CAN LEAD TO AN OVERSIMPLIFIED UNDERSTANDING OF COMPLEX
DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES, POTENTIALLY HINDERING CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE AND POLICY DEVELOPMENT. THE
PERSISTENT, ALBEIT OFTEN MISAPPLIED, USE OF “SOCIALISM” AS A PEJORATIVE TERM IN AMERICAN POLITICAL DISCOURSE
HIGHLIGHTS THE ENDURING, THOUGH OFTEN DISTORTED, INFLUENCE OF THE HISTORICAL STRUGGLE AGAINST THE IDEAS PRESENTED
IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND THE SYSTEMS THEY INSPIRED. UNDERSTANDING THESE CONTEMPORARY DEBATES REQUIRES A
CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF MARXISM AND ITS VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS, AND THE SPECIFIC
POLICY CHALLENGES FACING THE UNITED STATES TODAY.

CoNcCLUSION

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY IS A DEEPLY INTERTWINED NARRATIVE
THAT HAS SHAPED GLOBAL EVENTS FOR OVER A CENTURY. FROM THE EARLY ANXIETIES ABOUT MARXIST IDEOLOGY TO THE ALL-
ENCOMPASSING IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE OF THE CoLD \X/ARI AND THROUGH THE EVOLVING CHALLENGES OF THE POST-CoLD

W AR ERA, THE PRINCIPLES OUTLINED BY MARX AND ENGELS HAVE CONSISTENTLY SERVED AS A POINT OF REFERENCE, OFTEN AS
AN ANTAGONIST, FOR AMERICAN POLICYMAKERS. UNDERSTANDING THE CORE TENETS OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO—ITS
CRITIQUE OF CAPITALISM, ITS CALL FOR INTERNATIONAL \WORKERS' SOLIDARITY, AND ITS VISION OF A CLASSLESS SOCIETY—IS
ESSENTIAL FOR COMPREHENDING THE MOTIVATIONS, STRATEGIES, AND ENDURING LEGACIES OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY
DECISIONS.

THE DOCTRINE OF CONTAINMENT, THE PROXY WARS FOUGHT ACROSS CONTINENTS, AND THE ONGOING PROMOTION OF
DEMOCRATIC CAPITALISM ALL STAND AS TESTAMENTS TO THE PROFOUND IMPACT OF THIS IDEOLOGICAL CONFRONTATION. EVEN
IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD, WHERE NEW GEOPOLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CHALLENGES HAVE EMERGED, THE HISTORICAL
FRAMEWORK ESTABLISHED BY THE STRUGGLE AGAINST COMMUNISM CONTINUES TO SUBTLY INFLUENCE DISCOURSE AND POLICY.
THE LEGACY OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, INBOTH ITS DIRECT INTERPRETATIONS AND ITS OFTEN-MISUNDERSTOOD ECHOES,
REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT FACTOR IN HOW THE UNITED STATES PERCEIVES AND INTERACTS WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD,
UNDERSCORING THE LASTING SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS FOUNDATIONAL TEXT IN THE HISTORY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND
AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

How HAS THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT oF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO INFLUENCED THE
PERCEPTION AND FORMULATION OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, PARTICULARLY DURING
THE CoLD W AR?

THe CoMMUNIST MANIFESTO, PUBLISHED IN 1848, PRESENTED A RADICAL CRITIQUE OF CAPITALISM AND ADVOCATED FOR A
GLOBAL PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION. DURING THE CoLD W AR (ROUGHLY 1947-199 1), THIS IDEOLOGY WAS VIEWED BY THE
UNITED STATES AS A DIRECT THREAT TO ITS ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL SYSTEM. AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY WAS LARGELY
SHAPED BY A STRATEGY OF CONTAINMENT AND DETERRENCE, AIMED AT PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF COMMUNISM. THIS INVOLVED
MILITARY ALLIANCES (LIKE NATO), ECONOMIC AID TO NON-COMMUNIST NATIONS, PROXY WARS, AND IDEOLOGICAL CAMPAIGNS.
THE FEAR OF COMMUNIST EXPANSION, DIRECTLY LINKED TO THE IDEAS IN THE MANIFESTO, BECAME A CENTRAL DRIVING FORCE OF
US FOREIGN POLICY FOR DECADES.

TO WHAT EXTENT HAVE THE CORE TENETS OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO , SUCH AS
CLASS STRUGGLE AND THE CRITIQUE OF IMPERIALISM, BEEN SEEN AS APPLICABLE OR AS A
CHALLENGE TO AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES?

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO'S EMPHASIS ON CLASS STRUGGLE AND ITS CRITIQUE OF CAPITALIST IMPERIALISM ARE OFTEN SEEN
BY PROPONENTS OF MARXIST THOUGHT AS DIRECTLY RELEVANT TO UNDERSTANDING AND CHALLENGING AMERICAN FOREIGN
poLicy. CrITICS oF US ACTIONS, BOTH DOMESTICALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY, HAVE FREQUENTLY INVOKED THESE CONCEPTS
TO EXPLAIN PERCEIVED EXPLOITATION OF DEVELOPING NATIONS, ECONOMIC INEQUALITY EXACERBATED BY GLOBALIZATION, AND
THE USE OF MILITARY POWER TO PROTECT CAPITALIST INTERESTS. CONVERSELY, AMERICAN POLICYMAKERS HAVE GENERALLY
REJECTED THESE TENETS, VIEWING THEM AS DIVISIVE AND HISTORICALLY INACCURATE, AND HAVE INSTEAD PROMOTED FREE
MARKETS AND DEMOCRATIC CAPITALISM AS BENEFICIAL GLOBAL MODELS.

How HAVE EVOLVING INTERPRETATIONS OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO IN DIFFERENT
GLOBAL CONTEXTS IMPACTED SPECIFIC US FOREIGN POLICY DECISIONS OR
INTERVENTIONS?

AS INTERPRETATIONS OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO HAVE EVOLVED AND BEEN ADAPTED BY VARIOUS MOVEMENTS AND
STATES, US FOREIGN POLICY HAS HAD TO RESPOND TO DIFFERENT MANIFESTATIONS OF MARXIST-INSPIRED IDEOLOGIES. FOR
EXAMPLE, US INTERVENTIONS IN VIETNAM, LATIN AMERICA, AND THE MIDDLE EAST WERE OFTEN FRAMED AS EFFORTS TO
COUNTER SOVIET-BACKED COMMUNIST MOVEMENTS OR IDEOLOGIES THAT DREW INSPIRATION, HOWEVER DISTANTLY, FROM
MARXIST THOUGHT. THE COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET UNION AND THE RISE OF NEW FORMS OF SOCIALISM IN COUNTRIES LIKE CHINA
HAVE FURTHER COMPLICATED THIS, FORCING THE US TO ADAPT ITS FOREIGN POLICY APPROACHES TO STATES THAT MAY STILL
ESPOUSE SOCIALIST RHETORIC WHILE ENGAGING IN GLOBAL CAPITALISM.

IN WHAT WAYS HAS THE FEAR OF 'COMMUNISM’ AS DESCRIBED IN THE COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO INFORMED US FOREIGN AID AND DEVELOPMENT POLICIES?

THE FEAR OF COMMUNISM, AS THEORIZED IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED US FOREIGN AID AND
DEVELOPMENT POLICIES, PARTICULARLY DURING THE CoLb W AR. AID WAS OFTEN STRATEGICALLY DEPLOYED NOT JUST FOR
HUMANITARIAN REASONS, BUT AS A TOOL TO FOSTER ALLIANCES, CREATE ECONOMIC DEPENDENCIES ON THE US, AND PREVENT
COUNTRIES FROM FALLING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF SOVIET OR CHINESE COMMUNISM. PROGRAMS LIKE THE ALLIANCE FOR
PROGRESS IN LATIN AMERICA AIMED TO COMBAT POVERTY AND INEQUALITY AS A MEANS OF INOCAPPING COMMUNIST APPEAL,
DIRECTLY LINKING DEVELOPMENT AID TO THE GEOPOLITICAL GOAL OF CONTAINING COMMUNISM.

How DO CONTEMPORARY ANALYSES OF GLOBAL INEQUALITY AND ANTI-GLOBALIZATION
MOVEMENTS, WHICH SOMETIMES REFERENCE MARXIST IDEAS, INTERACT WITH CURRENT



AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY DEBATES?

CONTEMPORARY ANALYSES OF GLOBAL INEQUALITY, OFTEN DRAWING ON MARXIST CRITIQUES OF CAPITALISM'S INHERENT
TENDENCIES, FREQUENTLY INFORM DEBATES ABOUT AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY. MOVEMENTS ADVOCATING FOR ECONOMIC
JUSTICE, FAIR TRADE, AND DEBT RELIEF FOR DEVELOPING NATIONS MAY CITE CONCEPTS LIKE EXPLOITATION AND SURPLUS VALUE,
WHICH HAVE ROOTS IN MARX'S WORK. THESE CRITIQUES CHALLENGE ASPECTS OF US FOREIGN POLICY THAT ARE PERCEIVED TO
FAVOR CORPORATE INTERESTS OR PERPETUATE ECONOMIC DISPARITIES. US POLICYMAKERS, IN TURN, OFTEN DEFEND EXISTING
GLOBAL ECONOMIC STRUCTURES, EMPHASIZING THE BENEFITS OF FREE MARKETS AND ARGUING THAT INTERVENTIONS BASED ON
MARXIST FRAMEWORKS ARE MISGUIDED OR DETRIMENTAL TO GLOBAL PROSPERITY.

CAN THE ‘DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT' CONCEPT FROM THE COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO BE SEEN AS A DIRECT COUNTERPOINT TO AMERICAN PROMOTION OF LIBERAL
DEMOCRACY IN ITS FOREIGN POLICY?

YES, THE ‘DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT,I A TRANSITIONAL PHASE ENVISIONED IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO TO
ESTABLISH A CLASSLESS SOCIETY, STANDS IN DIRECT OPPOSITION TO THE AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVE OF PROMOTING
LIBERAL DEMOCRACY. THE US ADVOCATES FOR MULTI-PARTY SYSTEMS, INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, AND RULE OF LAW, VIEWING THESE
AS ESSENTIAL FOR FREEDOM AND STABILITY. CONVERSELY, THE MANIFESTO POSITS A REVOLUTIONARY STATE CONTROLLED BY
THE WORKING CLASS TO DISMANTLE CAPITALIST STRUCTURES. THIS FUNDAMENTAL IDEOLOGICAL CLASH HAS BEEN A
CORNERSTONE OF GEOPOLITICAL COMPETITION AND HAS SHAPED US INTERVENTIONS AND DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO FOSTER
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS \WORLDW IDE.

How HAS THE HISTORICAL STRUGGLE AGAINST COMMUNISM , INSPIRED BY THE
COMMUNIST MANIFESTO , SHAPED THE EVOLUTION OF AMERICAN MILITARY DOCTRINE
AND GLOBAL POWER PROJECTION?

THE HISTORICAL STRUGGLE AGAINST COMMUNISM, DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE IDEOLOGY PRESENTED IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO/
HAS PROFOUNDLY SHAPED AMERICAN MILITARY DOCTRINE AND GLOBAL POWER PROJECTION. THE CoLD W AR NECESSITATED THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A MASSIVE STANDING ARMY, NUCLEAR DETERRENCE STRATEGIES, AND A GLOBAL NETWORK OF MILITARY BASES
AND ALLIANCES. THE PERCEIVED EXISTENTIAL THREAT FROM COMMUNIST STATES LED TO A DOCTRINE OF ‘MASSIVE RETALIATION
AND LATER, 'FLEXIBLE RESPONSE// FOCUSED ON CONTAINING SOVIET INFLUENCE. THIS HAS EVOLVED INTO A MORE COMPLEX
APPROACH TO COUNTER-TERRORISM AND MAINTAINING GLOBAL SECURITY, BUT THE LEGACY OF PREPARING FOR AND DETERRING
STATE-LEVEL IDEOLOGICAL ADVERSARIES, ORIGINATING FROM THE MANIFESTO’S CALL TO ACTION, REMAINS EVIDENT.

IN WHAT WAYS MIGHT THE CRITIQUE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY AND THE CALL FOR
COLLECTIVE OWNERSHIP IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO INFORM CRITICISMS OF SPECIFIC
AMERICAN ECONOMIC POLICIES ABROAD?

THe COMMUNIST MANIFESTO’S FUNDAMENTAL CRITIQUE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY AND ITS ADVOCACY FOR COLLECTIVE
OWNERSHIP ARE OFTEN USED BY CRITICS TO CHALLENGE SPECIFIC AMERICAN ECONOMIC POLICIES ENACTED ABROAD. FOR
INSTANCE, POLICIES PROMOTING PRIVATIZATION OF STATE-OWNED ENTERPRISES, DEREGULATION, OR THE DOMINANCE OF
MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS ARE SOMETIMES VIEWED THROUGH A MARXIST LENS AS EXTENDING CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION
AND CONCENTRATING WEALTH, MIRRORING THE CRITICISMS OF PRIVATE PROPERTY'S ROLE IN CLASS DIVISION OUTLINED IN THE
MANIFESTO. THIS CAN LEAD TO ARGUMENTS FOR ALTERNATIVE ECONOMIC MODELS THAT PRIORITIZE PUBLIC GOODS OR SOCIAL
WELFARE OVER PRIVATE PROFIT IN US-INFLUENCED DEVELOPMENT OR TRADE AGREEMENTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HErRE ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY:



THe GHoST oF MARX: AMERICAN FOREIGN PoLicY AND THE SHADOW oF COMMUNISM

THIS BOOK EXAMINES HOW THE FEAR AND PERCEPTION OF COMMUNISM, LARGELY INFORMED BY THE CORE TENETS OF THE
COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, HAVE PROFOUNDLY SHAPED AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY DECISIONS THROUGHOUT THE 20TH AND 2 1ST
CENTURIES. |T ANALYZES MAJOR GEOPOLITICAL CONFRONTATIONS, PROXY WARS, AND IDEOLOGICAL BATTLES, TRACING THE
ENDURING INFLUENCE OF MARXIST THOUGHT ON AMERICAN STRATEGIC THINKING. THE AUTHOR EXPLORES HOW THE UNITED
STATES' EFFORTS TO CONTAIN AND COUNTER COMMUNIST EXPANSION BECAME A DEFINING FEATURE OF ITS GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT.

2.

MANIFEST DESTINY AND THE RED THREAT: IDEOLOGICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF US
GLOBALISM

THIS TITLE EXPLORES THE HISTORICAL PARALLELS AND DIVERGENCES BETWEEN THE AMERICAN CONCEPT OF MANIFEST DESTINY
AND THE REVOLUTIONARY ASPIRATIONS OUTLINED IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO. |IT ARGUES THAT BOTH IDEOLOGIES POSSESS
A UNIVERSALIST AMBITION, WHICH HAS FUELED DISTINCT BUT OFTEN COMPETING APPROACHES TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY. THE BOOK DELVES INTO HOW THE PERCEIVED THREAT OF COMMUNISM, AS A RIVAL
UNIVERSALIST IDEOLOGY, SPURRED AMERICAN GLOBAL INTERVENTIONISM AND THE CREATION OF ITS POST-W W Il \WORLD ORDER.

3.

FroM CLASS STRUGGLE TO GLoBAL CONTAINMENT: THE MANIFESTO’S ECHO IN
AMERICAN PoLicy

THIS WORK DIRECTLY TRACES THE CONCEPTUAL LINEAGE FROM MARX AND ENGELS’ ANALYSIS OF CLASS STRUGGLE TO THE
PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF CONTAINMENT STRATEGIES IN AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY. |T INVESTIGATES HOW THE PERCEIVED
THREAT OF GLOBAL PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION, INSPIRED BY THE MANIFESTO’S CALL TO ACTION, LED TO MASSIVE MILITARY
BUILDUPS AND DIPLOMATIC MANEUVERING BY THE US. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS HOW THE US OFTEN FRAMED ITS FOREIGN POLICY
OBJECTIVES AS A BULWARK AGAINST THE SPREAD OF MARXIST IDEOLOGY AND ITS ASSOCIATED POLITICAL SYSTEMS.

4.

THE SPECTER oF RevoLuTIoN: How THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO SHAPED AMERICA'S
ENEMIES

THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON HOW THE IDEAS PROPAGATED BY THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO INFLUENCED THE REVOLUTIONARY
MOVEMENTS THAT THE UNITED STATES PERCEIVED AS ITS PRIMARY ADVERSARIES. |T ANALYZES HOW AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY
SOUGHT TO UNDERMINE AND DISMANTLE REGIMES AND MOVEMENTS THAT ESPOUSED COMMUNIST IDEALS, VIEWING THEM AS DIRECT
CHALLENGES TO ITS OWN CAPITALIST AND DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM. THE AUTHOR EXPLORES THE IDEOLOGICAL JUSTIFICATIONS
AND PRACTICAL MEASURES EMPLOYED BY THE US TO COUNTER PERCEIVED COMMUNIST EXPANSION \WORLDW IDE.

5.

AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM VS. COMMUNIST UNIVERSALISM: A FOREIGN PoLicy DivIDE

THIS TITLE ANALYZES THE FUNDAMENTAL IDEOLOGICAL CLASH BETWEEN AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM AND THE UNIVERSALIST
AMBITIONS OF COMMUNISM, AS ARTICULATED IN THE MANIFESTO. |T ARGUES THAT THIS CORE TENSION HAS BEEN A DRIVING
FORCE BEHIND MUCH OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, FROM THE TRUMAN DocCTRINE TO CoLD W AR INTERVENTIONS. THE BOOK
EXPLORES HOW THE US HAS CONSISTENTLY SOUGHT TO PROMOTE ITS OWN MODEL OF GOVERNANCE AND ECONOMIC
ORGANIZATION AS SUPERIOR TO COMMUNIST ALTERNATIVES.

6.

THE ANTI-COMMUNIST IMPERATIVE: AMERICAN FOREIGN PoLICY IN THE AGE OF THE
MANIFESTO

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF HOW THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO AND ITS SUBSEQUENT



IMPACT ON GLOBAL POLITICS BECAME THE CENTRAL ORGANIZING PRINCIPLE FOR AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY THROUGHOUT THE
CoLb WAR. IT EXAMINES THE STRATEGIC DOCTRINES, ALLIANCES, AND COVERT OPERATIONS UNDERTAKEN BY THE US INITS
SUSTAINED EFFORT TO COUNTER COMMUNIST INFLUENCE. THE AUTHOR ASSESSES THE LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES OF THIS ANTI-
COMMUNIST IMPERATIVE ON THE GLOBAL LANDSCAPE.

FroM PROLETARIAT To Proxy W ARS: THE MANIFESTO's GLOBAL LEGACY AanD US
ResPoONSE

THIS TITLE INVESTIGATES HOW THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO’S CALL FOR INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY OF THE WORKING CLASS
MANIFESTED IN VARIOUS GLOBAL REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS AND HOW THE UNITED STATES RESPONDED TO THESE
DEVELOPMENTS THROUGH ITS FOREIGN POLICY. |T EXPLORES THE CONCEPT OF PROXY WARS AS A DIRECT CONSEQUENCE OF THIS
IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE, WHERE AMERICAN INTERESTS WERE PITTED AGAINST SOVIET OR CHINESE-BACKED COMMUNIST FORCES.
THE BOOK DETAILS SPECIFIC INSTANCES WHERE US FOREIGN POLICY AIMED TO PREVENT THE VICTORY OF MOVEMENTS INSPIRED
BY MARXIST-LENINIST THOUGHT.

8.

CAPITALISM'S GUARDIAN: AMERICAN FOREIGN PoLicY AND THE DEFENSE AGAINST
MARXIST REVOLUTION

THIS BOOK POSITIONS AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY AS A PROACTIVE DEFENSE MECHANISM FOR GLOBAL CAPITALISM AGAINST THE
REVOLUTIONARY POTENTIAL OUTLINED IN THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO. |IT ANALYZES HOW THE US HAS INTERVENED IN
COUNTRIES TO SUPPORT MARKET ECONOMIES AND DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, OFTEN FRAMED AS A BULWARK AGAINST
SOCIALIST OR COMMUNIST TAKEOVERS. THE AUTHOR EXAMINES THE ECONOMIC DIMENSIONS OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY IN ITS
ENGAGEMENT WITH THE PERCEIVED THREAT OF COMMUNIST ECONOMIC SYSTEMS.

9.

THe HAMMER AND THE EAGLE: IDEOLOGICAL W ARFARE AND US FOREIGN PoLicY PosT-
MANIFESTO

THIS TITLE EXPLORES THE CONCEPT OF IDEOLOGICAL WARFARE AS A KEY COMPONENT OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, DIRECTLY
INFLUENCED BY THE CHALLENGE POSED BY THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO. |T EXAMINES HOW THE US UTILIZED PROPAGANDA,
CULTURAL EXCHANGE, AND DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE TO COUNTER COMMUNIST NARRATIVES AND PROMOTE ITS OWN VALUES. THE
BOOK ANALYZES THE ENDURING STRUGGLE FOR HEARTS AND MINDS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, WHERE THE PRINCIPLES OF THE
MANIFESTO HAVE BEEN A CONSISTENT COUNTERPOINT TO AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES.
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