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The Intertwined Histories of Colonial Trade and
Class Structure

The intricate relationship between colonial trade and the formation of class structures is a
cornerstone of understanding global history. From the mercantilist policies of European
powers to the economic realities faced by colonized populations, trade routes and economic
systems profoundly shaped societal hierarchies. This article delves into the multifaceted
ways colonial trade patterns influenced the development and perpetuation of distinct social
classes, exploring how the extraction of resources, the establishment of plantation
economies, and the enforcement of discriminatory trade regulations created and solidified
class divisions both within the colonies and back in the metropole. We will examine how
these economic forces interacted with existing social stratifications and gave rise to new
ones, ultimately impacting the lives of individuals across various social strata, from the
ruling elites to the exploited laboring masses. Understanding this historical nexus is crucial
for appreciating the enduring legacies of colonialism on contemporary global inequalities
and social structures.
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The Genesis of Colonial Trade: Mercantilism and
Imperial Ambition

The era of European colonialism was largely driven by the economic philosophy of
mercantilism, which dominated international trade from the 16th to the 18th centuries.
Mercantilist theory posited that national wealth and power were directly proportional to the
accumulation of precious metals, primarily gold and silver. European nations, therefore,
sought to establish colonies not as independent entities, but as appendages to the
metropole, designed to enrich the mother country. This involved a deliberate strategy of
extracting raw materials and agricultural products from the colonies and selling
manufactured goods back to them. The overarching goal was to achieve a favorable
balance of trade, where exports exceeded imports, thereby increasing national bullion
reserves. Imperial ambition fueled this economic drive, with nations like Spain, Portugal,
Britain, France, and the Netherlands vying for control of lucrative territories and trade
routes across the globe. The establishment of these colonies was not a benevolent act of
expansion but a calculated economic and political maneuver aimed at securing resources
and markets to bolster the power and prosperity of the European states.

The Role of Navigation Acts and Trade Restrictions

Integral to the mercantilist system were stringent trade regulations, such as the Navigation
Acts implemented by England. These acts were designed to ensure that all trade between
England and its colonies was conducted on English ships, manned by English sailors. This
policy not only aimed to build England's maritime strength but also to prevent other
European powers from profiting from colonial commerce. Colonies were forbidden from
trading directly with other nations, forcing them to procure goods from and sell their
products to the metropole, often at disadvantageous prices. These restrictions stifled the
economic development of the colonies, preventing them from diversifying their economies
or engaging in profitable international trade beyond the confines of the imperial system.
The economic dependency fostered by these acts laid the groundwork for significant class
disparities, as those who controlled or facilitated this restricted trade often amassed
considerable wealth, while the broader population remained economically subservient.

Impact of Mercantilist Policies on Class Formation

Mercantilist policies, by their very nature, were instruments of class control and
stratification. The economic activities sanctioned and encouraged by these policies directly
benefited a select few, while simultaneously limiting the opportunities for the majority. The
core tenet of enriching the metropole meant that the resources and labor of the colonies
were systematically channeled outwards, with little regard for the equitable distribution of
wealth within the colonial society itself. This created a foundational imbalance that would
manifest in distinct class divisions, with a small, privileged group at the apex and a large,
exploited base at the bottom.



The Emergence of a Colonial Elite

Within the colonies, mercantilist policies facilitated the rise of a distinct colonial elite. This
group typically comprised European settlers who held positions of authority, owned
significant landholdries, or were directly involved in the management and execution of
colonial trade. These individuals often acted as agents for metropolitan companies or as
independent merchants who profited from the regulated trade flows. They were the
beneficiaries of the preferential treatment granted by the metropole, enjoying access to
markets and capital that were denied to others. This elite class often mirrored the social
hierarchies of the home country, with wealth and status conferring significant social and
political power. Their economic success was intrinsically linked to the success of the
imperial trading system, making them staunch defenders of the existing order.

Economic Disempowerment of the Masses

Conversely, the majority of the colonial population, including indigenous peoples,
indentured servants, and later, enslaved Africans, experienced economic disempowerment.
Their labor was the engine of the colonial economy, producing the raw materials and
agricultural goods that fueled European wealth. However, the profits generated from this
labor were largely extracted by the colonial elite and repatriated to the metropole. The
limited opportunities for upward mobility, coupled with the restrictive trade policies,
trapped many in a cycle of poverty and dependence. The class structure, therefore, was not
merely an outcome of economic activity but a deliberate consequence of policies designed
to maintain a subservient labor force and ensure the flow of wealth to the colonizing power.

The Plantation Economy and the Solidification of
Social Hierarchy

The establishment of plantation economies was a defining feature of many European
colonies, particularly in the Americas, the Caribbean, and parts of Asia. These large-scale
agricultural enterprises, focused on the cultivation of cash crops like sugar, tobacco, cotton,
and indigo, were inherently labor-intensive and heavily reliant on the systematic
exploitation of human beings. The very structure of the plantation system fostered rigid
social hierarchies, with a clear division between the landowners and the laboring
population.

Cash Crops and the Drive for Profit

The profitability of cash crops was the primary driver behind the expansion of the
plantation system. European powers identified specific crops that were in high demand in
their home markets and possessed climates suitable for their cultivation. The immense
profits to be made from these crops incentivized the acquisition of vast tracts of land and



the organization of labor on a massive scale. This economic imperative often overshadowed
any considerations for the well-being or social development of the colonial populations. The
pursuit of profit through monoculture agriculture created an economic dependency on the
metropole, as the colonial economies were geared towards producing a limited range of
goods for export, leaving them vulnerable to fluctuations in global commodity prices.

The Power of the Planter Class

In plantation societies, a distinct and powerful planter class emerged. These individuals,
often wealthy Europeans or their descendants, owned the land, the means of production,
and the enslaved or indentured laborers. Their immense wealth, derived directly from the
exploitation of labor, translated into significant social and political power. They often
dictated colonial policy, influenced legal systems, and maintained a social order that
reinforced their privileged position. The planter class was the apex of the colonial class
structure, enjoying a lifestyle that mirrored that of the aristocracy in Europe, while their
wealth was built upon the brutal subjugation of others.

Labor Systems and Their Class Implications

The labor systems employed in colonial territories were perhaps the most direct and brutal
mechanism for establishing and maintaining class structures. The demand for cheap and
abundant labor to fuel the colonial economies led to the implementation of various forms of
coerced or exploited labor, each with distinct implications for social stratification.

Indentured Servitude: A Temporary Contract with
Lasting Divisions

In the early stages of colonization, indentured servitude was a common labor system,
particularly in North America. Europeans, often from impoverished backgrounds, agreed to
work for a specified period (typically 4-7 years) in exchange for passage to the colonies,
food, and shelter. While indentured servants had the prospect of freedom and
landownership after their term, the conditions were often harsh, and many did not survive
their contracts. The system created a temporary laboring class with limited rights and little
power. Upon completion of their indenture, some former servants did achieve a degree of
economic independence, but the majority often found themselves still in precarious
economic situations, unable to compete with established landowners and merchants. This
created a nascent class divide between those who could establish themselves and those
who remained on the fringes of the colonial economy.

Slavery: The Ultimate Class Imposition



The transatlantic slave trade and the subsequent establishment of chattel slavery in the
Americas represent the most extreme and brutal manifestation of class imposition. Millions
of Africans were forcibly transported across the Atlantic and reduced to the status of
property, with no rights, no freedom, and no hope of social mobility. Enslaved people
formed the bedrock of the plantation economy, their labor providing the immense profits
that enriched colonial elites and European powers. Slavery created an unbridgeable chasm
between the enslaved and the enslavers, a fundamental class division based on race and
brutal subjugation. This rigid hierarchy was maintained through violence, legal
proscriptions, and the systematic dehumanization of the enslaved, ensuring their perpetual
exploitation and confinement to the lowest rung of the social ladder.

The Role of Peasantry and Tenant Farmers

In some colonial contexts, particularly in Asia and parts of Africa, traditional peasant
farming structures were adapted or exploited to serve colonial economic interests. Local
populations were often compelled to grow cash crops for export, sometimes at the expense
of subsistence farming. This could lead to the emergence of a landowning class that
collaborated with colonial powers, while the majority of the rural population became tenant
farmers or landless laborers, paying rents or dues to the elite. This system, while not as
overtly brutal as slavery, still entrenched class divisions, with a rural gentry benefiting from
the labor of a dependent peasantry.

Differential Impact on European and
Indigenous/Enslaved Populations

The impact of colonial trade and its associated class structures was profoundly uneven,
creating vastly different experiences and outcomes for European settlers versus indigenous
populations and enslaved Africans.

Opportunities for European Settlers

While not all European settlers achieved wealth, the colonial project did offer opportunities
for some to improve their social and economic standing compared to their lives in Europe.
For indentured servants who survived their terms, or for those who arrived with some
capital, the promise of landownership and economic advancement was a reality, albeit a
challenging one. The colonial administrations, controlled by Europeans, often implemented
policies that favored European settlers, such as granting land grants or access to credit.
This created a ladder of opportunity, however narrow, for Europeans to ascend the class
structure. European merchants, administrators, and landowners occupied the upper
echelons of colonial society, enjoying privileges denied to the non-European population.



The Decimation and Exploitation of Indigenous Peoples

For indigenous populations, the arrival of Europeans and the establishment of colonial trade
brought catastrophe. Their lands were seized, their traditional economies disrupted, and
their populations decimated by disease and violence. Indigenous peoples were often
relegated to the fringes of the colonial economy, if they were integrated at all. When they
were incorporated, it was usually as a source of cheap labor or as suppliers of raw materials
under exploitative terms. Their traditional social structures were undermined, and they
were systematically excluded from the benefits of colonial trade, often experiencing severe
economic marginalization and social degradation. The class structures imposed by
colonialism effectively dispossessed and disempowered indigenous communities.

The Unfathomable Depths of Enslaved Existence

As discussed previously, enslaved Africans faced the most extreme form of class
subjugation. Stripped of their humanity, their families, and their freedom, they were treated
as commodities. Their entire existence was defined by forced labor and the constant threat
of violence. The class structure for enslaved people was one of absolute powerlessness and
perpetual exploitation, with no possibility of legal redress or upward mobility. Their labor
was the foundation upon which the wealth and the class structure of many colonies were
built, yet they themselves occupied the lowest, most dehumanized stratum of society.

Trade Policies and the Creation of a Colonial Elite

Colonial trade policies were not neutral economic instruments; they were actively crafted to
foster specific social outcomes, primarily the creation and maintenance of a loyal and
prosperous colonial elite that would serve the interests of the metropole.

Monopolies and Chartered Companies

European powers often granted monopolies on trade in specific colonies or commodities to
chartered companies, such as the British East India Company or the Dutch East India
Company. These companies were granted extensive powers, including the right to wage
war, administer justice, and collect taxes. The individuals who controlled these companies,
or who held significant shares in them, amassed immense fortunes. Within the colonies,
these companies often appointed governors and other officials who formed the apex of the
colonial administration and, by extension, the colonial elite. The profit-driven nature of
these monopolies meant that the exploitation of local resources and labor was a primary
objective, further entrenching class divisions.



Preferential Treatment and Protective Tariffs

Colonial trade regulations often included preferential treatment for goods from the colonies
in the metropolitan market, such as lower tariffs or guaranteed prices. This helped to
bolster the profitability of colonial enterprises, particularly those controlled by European
settlers. Conversely, protective tariffs were often imposed on goods manufactured in the
colonies that might compete with metropolitan industries. This ensured that colonies
remained primarily suppliers of raw materials and consumers of manufactured goods from
the metropole. Such policies directly benefited the colonial elite who were engaged in these
approved economic activities, while hindering the development of a broader-based colonial
economy and restricting opportunities for those in lower classes.

The Role of Merchants and Middlemen in Class
Stratification

Beyond the planter class and the metropolitan agents, a crucial stratum within the colonial
class structure consisted of merchants and middlemen. These individuals, often European
or, in some cases, members of local collaborating groups, played a vital role in facilitating
the flow of goods and capital, and in doing so, significantly shaped class dynamics.

Facilitators of Exploitation

Merchants were the crucial link between producers in the colonies and consumers in the
metropole. They purchased raw materials and agricultural products from colonial
producers, often at prices determined by their own leverage and the limited market options
available to producers. They then transported these goods to Europe, where they sold them
for a substantial profit. This profit margin, coupled with the markup on imported
manufactured goods sold back to the colonies, allowed merchants to accumulate
considerable wealth. Their economic success was directly tied to the efficiency of the
exploitative colonial trade system, making them key players in perpetuating the existing
class structure.

The Rise of a Colonial Bourgeoisie

In some colonies, particularly those with more diversified economies or a greater degree of
autonomy, successful merchants could form a burgeoning colonial bourgeoisie. This class,
while often dependent on the metropolitan economy, possessed significant economic clout
within the colony. They invested in shipping, land, and other enterprises, creating jobs and
solidifying their position as influential figures in colonial society. Their wealth and influence
often allowed them to exert pressure on colonial governments, advocating for policies that
protected their commercial interests, which could further entrench existing class divisions
or, in some instances, lead to demands for greater self-governance.



Resistance and Rebellion: Class Dynamics in
Colonial Societies

The inherent inequalities and exploitative nature of colonial trade and its class structures
inevitably gave rise to resistance and rebellion. These movements often had a strong class
dimension, as oppressed groups sought to challenge the power and privilege of the elite
and the imperial system.

Slave Rebellions and Uprisings

The most overt and forceful resistance came from enslaved populations. Slave rebellions,
such as the Haitian Revolution, demonstrated the profound desire for freedom and the
willingness of the enslaved to fight against their oppressors. These uprisings were direct
challenges to the very foundation of the colonial class structure, which was built upon their
forced labor. The success of the Haitian Revolution, in particular, sent shockwaves through
colonial powers and inspired future resistance movements, highlighting the potential for the
most oppressed class to achieve liberation.

Peasant Protests and Labor Strikes

In colonies where a peasantry or a colonial working class existed, resistance often took the
form of protests, riots, and labor strikes. These actions were typically aimed at improving
working conditions, reducing rents or taxes, or demanding fairer prices for agricultural
produce. While these movements might not have always sought to overthrow the entire
colonial system, they represented a challenge to the specific class relations that were
detrimental to the majority of the population. The colonial authorities often responded with
brutal suppression, reinforcing the power of the elite through force.

The Role of Intellectuals and Social Reformers

Within the colonial elite itself, and sometimes among the emerging colonial middle classes,
there were individuals who, influenced by Enlightenment ideals or witnessing the injustices
of the system, advocated for reforms or even independence. These movements, while often
led by members of the privileged classes, could tap into the grievances of the broader
population and contribute to broader anti-colonial sentiment. However, the class interests
of the leaders often shaped the goals and outcomes of these reformist or nationalist
movements.



Long-Term Legacies of Colonial Trade on Class
Structures

The impact of colonial trade on class structures did not cease with the end of colonial rule.
The economic systems, social hierarchies, and political institutions established during the
colonial period have had enduring and often detrimental legacies on the class structures of
post-colonial nations.

Persistent Economic Inequality

Many post-colonial nations inherited economies structured around the export of raw
materials and a dependence on former colonial powers for manufactured goods. This legacy
of uneven development, coupled with the concentration of wealth in the hands of a small
elite, has often perpetuated significant economic inequality. The class divisions created
during the colonial era, often along lines of race, ethnicity, or historical privilege, can
continue to influence access to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities.

The Persistence of Elites and Marginalization

In many instances, the colonial elite or their descendants managed to retain their economic
and political power even after independence. New elites may have emerged, but often the
fundamental patterns of wealth concentration and the marginalization of certain segments
of the population persisted. The structures of global trade, often still shaped by the
historical power imbalances established during colonialism, can further exacerbate these
inequalities, making it difficult for many developing nations to break free from cycles of
dependency and underdevelopment.

Social Stratification and ldentity

The racial and ethnic dimensions that were often intertwined with colonial class structures
have also left a lasting mark. In societies where racial or ethnic groups were systematically
placed in different class positions, these divisions can continue to influence social relations
and economic outcomes. The legacy of colonialism, therefore, extends beyond mere
economic disparities to shape social identities and intergroup relations, often leading to
ongoing social tensions and conflicts rooted in historical class antagonisms.

Conclusion: The Enduring Link Between Colonial
Trade and Class



The history of colonial trade is inextricably linked to the creation and perpetuation of rigid
class structures, both within the colonies and in the European metropoles. From the
mercantilist policies designed to enrich empires to the brutal realities of plantation
economies and forced labor, economic systems were deliberately constructed to benefit a
select few at the expense of the many. The planter class, merchants, and metropolitan
agents amassed wealth and power through the exploitation of enslaved people, indentured
servants, and indigenous populations. These historical power dynamics established
enduring patterns of economic inequality and social stratification that continue to shape the
world today. Understanding this complex interplay is vital for comprehending contemporary
global disparities and the ongoing struggles for social and economic justice. The legacy of
colonial trade is a testament to how economic policies can profoundly mold societal
hierarchies, leaving a lasting imprint on the distribution of wealth, power, and opportunity
across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did colonial trade directly influence the
development of rigid class structures in societies like
colonial America?

Colonial trade created distinct economic roles and opportunities. Merchants and landowners
who controlled trade amassed wealth and social prestige, forming an elite class. Those
involved in manual labor, often indentured servants or enslaved people, occupied the
lowest strata. The profits from trade, particularly in cash crops and manufactured goods,
fueled this stratification, with access to capital and international markets largely dictating
social mobility.

What was the role of mercantilism in shaping both
colonial trade patterns and the emergence of distinct
social classes?

Mercantilism, the dominant economic theory of the colonial era, viewed colonies as sources
of raw materials and markets for manufactured goods for the mother country. This system
concentrated wealth and power in the hands of a colonial elite (merchants, planters) who
benefited from royal monopolies and trade regulations, while restricting economic
opportunities for smaller farmers, artisans, and laborers, thus solidifying class divisions.

How did the transatlantic slave trade, as a key
component of colonial trade, embed racial hierarchies
and impact class structures?

The transatlantic slave trade created a brutal, dehumanizing system that placed enslaved
Africans at the bottom of the colonial social hierarchy, inherently linked to race. This cheap
(though acquired through violence) labor benefited landowners and merchants, allowing
them to accumulate greater wealth and solidify their elite status. The enslaved population



was legally denied any social mobility, making race the primary determinant of the lowest
class.

Were there instances of upward class mobility for non-
elite individuals within colonial trade networks, and if
so, how?

Yes, though limited, upward mobility was possible. Some skilled artisans who could
establish profitable businesses, small independent farmers who managed to produce
surplus goods for trade, or individuals who acquired capital through shrewd investments or
inheritance could ascend the social ladder. However, this was often contingent on factors
like race, gender, and proximity to established colonial centers.

How did the consumption of imported goods by colonial
elites reinforce and display their social status?

The ability to purchase and display imported luxury goods - fine textiles, ceramics, spices,
furniture, and later, tea and coffee - was a significant marker of wealth and social standing.
These items were often procured through direct trade connections or by those with access
to capital, becoming visible symbols of elite status and differentiating them from the less
affluent who made do with locally produced or simpler goods.

What was the impact of local intermediary traders on
the class structure within colonial societies?

Local intermediary traders, often acting as agents for larger merchants or directly trading
with smaller producers, occupied a middle ground. They could achieve moderate wealth
and influence, bridging the gap between the elite and the lower classes. Their role was
crucial in distributing goods and collecting commodities, but they were also subject to the
control of larger trading houses, limiting their ultimate class ascent.

How did colonial policies, such as taxation and trade
restrictions, exacerbate or alleviate class tensions
related to trade?

Colonial policies often favored the elite. Taxes on imported goods, for example, could
disproportionately affect lower classes who relied on these items, while trade restrictions
could benefit powerful merchants by limiting competition. Conversely, some policies aimed
at stimulating local production might offer opportunities for small producers, potentially
offering some upward mobility, but often the overall effect was to entrench existing class
disparities.

In what ways did the trade in specific commodities
(e.g., sugar, tobacco, furs) create unique class



dynamics in different colonial regions?

The nature of commodities dictated different labor requirements and capital investment.
Sugar plantations, for instance, relied heavily on brutal enslaved labor, creating vast wealth
for a planter elite. Tobacco farming, while labor-intensive, could sometimes be managed by
smaller, independent farmers who might achieve a middling status. Fur trading often
involved partnerships and networks with indigenous populations, creating a distinct set of
traders and intermediaries with their own class positioning.

How did resistance movements or rebellions in colonial
times challenge or reaffirm the class structures tied to
colonial trade?

Resistance movements, such as Bacon's Rebellion in colonial Virginia, often stemmed from
frustrations with economic inequality and perceived favoritism within trade systems. These
rebellions could temporarily disrupt existing class structures and highlight the grievances of
lower classes against the elite. However, they were often suppressed, and the underlying
economic and class hierarchies, reinforced by trade, typically reasserted themselves.

What legacies of colonial trade-induced class structures
can be observed in post-colonial societies today?

The historical concentration of wealth and power in the hands of an elite, often descendants
of colonial merchants and landowners, and the persistent economic marginalization of
populations previously relegated to lower classes (often linked to race or ethnicity), are
significant legacies. This can manifest in ongoing inequalities in land ownership, access to
education, and economic opportunity, reflecting the enduring impact of colonial trade on
societal stratification.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to colonial trade and class structure history, each with a short
description:

1.

The Price of Empire: How Colonial Trade Shaped
Societies

This book delves into the intricate web of colonial trade routes and their profound impact
on the development of both colonizing powers and colonized territories. It examines how
the exchange of goods, resources, and labor fueled economic growth for some while
simultaneously entrenching exploitative systems. The narrative highlights how these trade
dynamics directly contributed to the formation of rigid class structures and social
hierarchies that persisted for centuries.

2.



Sugar, Slaves, and the Seafloor: A History of Atlantic
Commerce

Focusing on the transatlantic slave trade and the lucrative sugar plantations of the
Caribbean, this work uncovers the brutal realities behind colonial economic success. It
traces the journey of enslaved Africans and the commodification of their labor, emphasizing
how this system created immense wealth for European elites and a subjugated underclass.
The book illustrates the stark class divisions that were a direct consequence of this
exploitative trade.

3.

Merchants of the New World: Wealth and Status in Early
America

This title explores the lives and motivations of the merchants who established and profited
from colonial trade in North America. It analyzes how their commercial success translated
into significant social and political influence, shaping the emerging class structure of the
colonies. The book examines the complex relationships between these businessmen,
indentured servants, and the wider colonial populace.

4.

Beyond the Plantation: Class and Community in Colonial
India

Shifting focus to the Indian subcontinent, this book investigates how British colonial trade
policies and the introduction of new economic systems altered existing class structures. It
examines the rise of new landowning classes and the dispossession of traditional agrarian
communities. The narrative also explores the formation of a colonial elite and the
stratification of Indian society under imperial rule.

5.

The Silk Roads of Power: Trade, Hierarchy, and the
Ottoman Empire

This work investigates the crucial role of trade routes in the Ottoman Empire, exploring how
control over commerce influenced social hierarchies and political power. It analyzes the
distinct classes of merchants, artisans, and rural laborers, and how their positions were
shaped by access to and participation in long-distance trade. The book highlights the
economic and social stratification that characterized this vast empire.

6.
From Artisan to Aristocrat: Social Mobility in Colonial

MeXxico

This title examines the opportunities and limitations for social advancement within the



colonial Mexican class system, with a particular emphasis on how trade and craft
production influenced these dynamics. It explores how skilled artisans could sometimes
achieve a degree of prosperity, though often remaining subordinate to Spanish elites. The
book scrutinizes the interplay between economic activity and the rigid caste system.

7.

The Commoner's Burden: Taxation and Class in British
Colonies

This book focuses on the often-overlooked impact of colonial taxation on the lives of
ordinary people and how it reinforced class divisions. It analyzes the policies implemented
by colonial governments and the economic burdens placed upon lower classes, while elites
often found ways to mitigate these effects. The narrative reveals how fiscal policies were
intrinsically linked to maintaining social order and power.

8.

Peasants and Pawns: Agrarian Economies and Colonial
Exploitation

This study dissects the impact of colonial trade on agrarian societies, particularly focusing
on the exploitation of peasant farmers and the shifting land ownership patterns. It explains
how the demand for cash crops for export often led to the impoverishment of rural
populations and the consolidation of land in the hands of a wealthy few. The book highlights
the creation of a distinct peasant class subservient to colonial economic interests.

0.

The Global Commodity Chain: Silver, Slavery, and
Empire

This broad-ranging history traces the development of global commodity chains, with a
specific focus on silver mining and its links to the transatlantic slave trade. It demonstrates
how the extraction of valuable resources fueled European expansion and solidified
hierarchies of power and wealth across continents. The book illustrates how the
interconnectedness of colonial trade created distinct economic classes and exploited
populations.
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