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COLLEGE ALGEBRA MASTERY OF THE ADVANCED ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS THAT ARE VITAL FOR DEFENSE ACQUISITION ANALYTICS
ISN/TJUST ABOUT SOLVING EQUATIONS; IT'S ABOUT BUILDING A ROBUST FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING AND PREDICTING
COMPLEX OUTCOMES IN A CRITICAL FIELD. IN DEFENSE ACQUISITION, WHERE DECISIONS CARRY IMMENSE FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC
WEIGHT, A DEEP GRASP OF ALGEBRAIC PRINCIPLES ALLOWS ANALYSTS TO MODEL COSTS, FORECAST TIMELINES, ASSESS RISKS,
AND OPTIMIZE RESOURCE ALLOCATION WITH UNPARALLELED PRECISION. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE CORE ADVANCED
ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS THAT FORM THE BEDROCK OF EFFECTIVE DEFENSE ACQUISITION ANALYTICS, EXPLORING HOW THEY
TRANSLATE THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE INTO PRACTICAL, IMPACTFUL INSIGHTS. WE WILL EXAMINE FUNCTIONS, MATRICES,
SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS, AND PROBABILITY, DEMONSTRATING THEIR INDISPENSABLE ROLE IN NAVIGATING THE INTRICATE
LANDSCAPE OF DEFENSE PROCUREMENT AND DEVELOPMENT.
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UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF ADVANCED ALGEBRA IN DEFENSE ACQUISITION

THE WORLD OF DEFENSE ACQUISITION IS INHERENTLY COMPLEX, INVOLVING VAST BUDGETS, LONG LEAD TIMES, INTRICATE
TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT, AND NUMEROUS STAKEHOLDERS. TO NAVIGATE THIS LABYRINTH EFFECTIVELY, ANALYSTS RELY
ON QUANTITATIVE TOOLS, AND AT THE HEART OF THESE TOOLS LIES ADVANCED ALGEBRA. |T PROVIDES THE LANGUAGE AND
LOGIC TO DECONSTRUCT PROBLEMS, BUILD PREDICTIVE MODELS, AND MAKE INFORMED RECOMMENDATIONS. W ITHOUT A SOLID
FOUNDATION IN THESE MATHEMATICAL PRINCIPLES, THE ABILITY TO ACCURATELY FORECAST PROJECT COSTS, ASSESS THE
PROBABILITY OF SUCCESS, OR UNDERSTAND THE IMPACT OF VARIOUS DESIGN CHOICES WOULD BE SEVERELY LIMITED. THINK OF IT
AS THE ENGINEERING BLUEPRINT FOR STRATEGIC DECISION-MAKING IN DEFENSE.



MOREOVER, THE SHEER VOLUME OF DATA GENERATED THROUGHOUT A DEFENSE ACQUISITION LIFECYCLE — FROM INITIAL RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT TO PRODUCTION AND SUSTAINMENT — NECESSITATES POWERFUL ANALYTICAL TECHNIQUES. ADVANCED
ALGEBRA OFFERS THE FRAMEWORKS TO ORGANIZE, MANIPULATE, AND INTERPRET THIS DATA. IT ALLOWS US TO MOVE BEYOND
SIMPLE OBSERVATIONS TO IDENTIFY TRENDS, UNCOVER CORRELATIONS, AND ULTIMATELY, TO PREDICT FUTURE OUTCOMES WITH
A GREATER DEGREE OF CONFIDENCE. THIS PREDICTIVE POWER IS CRUCIAL FOR AVOIDING COSTLY OVERRUNS, SCHEDULE DELAYS,
AND ULTIMATELY, FOR ENSURING THAT OUR DEFENSE FORCES HAVE THE BEST POSSIBLE EQUIPMENT \WHEN AND \WHERE THEY NEED
IT.

Key ADVANCED ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS FOR DEFENSE ACQUISITION
ANALYTICS

SEVERAL ADVANCED ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS ARE PARTICULARLY INSTRUMENTAL IN THE REALM OF DEFENSE ACQUISITION
ANALYTICS. THESE ARENITJUST ABSTRACT MATHEMATICAL CURIOSITIES, THEY ARE PRACTICAL TOOLS THAT EQUIP ANALYSTS
WITH THE ABILITY TO MODEL, ANALYZE, AND OPTIMIZE COMPLEX SCENARIOS. MASTERING THESE CONCEPTS UNLOCKS THE
POTENTIAL TO GAIN DEEPER INSIGHTS AND MAKE MORE ROBUST, DATA-DRIVEN DECISIONS.

THE ABILITY TO REPRESENT RELATIONSHIPS, SOLVE FOR UNKNOWNS IN MULTIPLE CONTEXTS, AND QUANTIFY UNCERTAINTY ARE
ALL HALLMARKS OF ADVANCED ALGEBRAIC PROFICIENCY. FOR DEFENSE ACQUISITION PROFESSIONALS, THIS TRANSLATES
DIRECTLY INTO IMPROVED EFFICIENCY, REDUCED RISK, AND MORE EFFECTIVE USE OF TAXPAYER DOLLARS. WE WILL NOW EXPLORE
THESE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS IN GREATER DETAIL, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR SPECIFIC APPLICATIONS WITHIN THE DEFENSE
ACQUISITION DOMAIN.

FUNCTIONS: MODELING AND PREDICTING ACQUISITION PERFORMANCE

FUNCTIONS ARE THE CORNERSTONES OF MODELING RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN VARIABLES, A FUNDAMENTAL REQUIREMENT IN
DEFENSE ACQUISITION ANALYTICS. IN ESSENCE, A FUNCTION DESCRIBES HOW AN OUTPUT DEPENDS ON AN INPUT OR SET OF
INPUTS. FOR INSTANCE, THE COST OF PRODUCING A CERTAIN NUMBER OF DEFENSE SYSTEMS CAN BE REPRESENTED AS A FUNCTION
OF THE QUANTITY PRODUCED, INCORPORATING FACTORS LIKE ECONOMIES OF SCALE OR FIXED DEVELOPMENT COSTS. SIMILARLY/
THE TIME REQUIRED FOR A PROJECT PHASE MIGHT BE MODELED AS A FUNCTION OF ITS COMPLEXITY AND AVAILABLE RESOURCES.
UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT TYPES OF FUNCTIONS — LINEAR, QUADRATIC, EXPONENTIAL, LOGARITHMIC — ALLOWS ANALYSTS TO
CHOOSE THE MOST APPROPRIATE MODEL FOR A GIVEN SCENARIO AND TO PREDICT PERFORMANCE UNDER VARIOUS CONDITIONS.

CONSIDER THE LIFECYCLE COST OF A WEAPON SYSTEM. THIS ISN'T A STATIC NUMBER; IT EVOLVES OVER TIME AND WITH USAGE.
ANALYSTS CAN USE FUNCTIONS TO MODEL THIS EVOLUTION, PREDICTING MAINTENANCE COSTS, UPGRADE EXPENSES, AND
EVENTUAL RETIREMENT COSTS. IF A NEW TECHNOLOGY IS INTRODUCED, A FUNCTION CAN HELP PROJECT ITS IMPACT ON THE
OVERALL SYSTEM COST AND PERFORMANCE TRAJECTORY. BEING ABLE TO ACCURATELY PROJECT THESE LONG-TERM COSTS AND
PERFORMANCE METRICS IS ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL FOR BUDGETING AND STRATEGIC PLANNING IN DEFENSE ACQUISITION. THE
ABILITY TO VISUALIZE THESE RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH GRAPHING FUNCTIONS FURTHER AIDS IN IDENTIFYING CRITICAL INFLECTION
POINTS OR POTENTIAL BOTTLENECKS IN THE ACQUISITION PROCESS.

MATRICES: HANDLING MULTIDIMENSIONAL DATA AND COMPLEX RELATIONSHIPS

MATRICES, WHICH ARE ESSENTIALLY RECTANGULAR ARRAYS OF NUMBERS, ARE INCREDIBLY POWERFUL TOOLS FOR ORGANIZING
AND MANIPULATING LARGE DATASETS AND REPRESENTING COMPLEX SYSTEMS. IN DEFENSE ACQUISITION, A SINGLE PROJECT CAN
INVOLVE HUNDREDS OF VARIABLES AND THOUSANDS OF INTERCONNECTED TASKS AND RESOURCES. MATRICES PROVIDE A
STRUCTURED WAY TO STORE AND PROCESS THIS INFORMATION. FOR EXAMPLE, A MATRIX MIGHT REPRESENT THE DEPENDENCIES
BETWEEN DIFFERENT PROJECT TASKS, WHERE AN ENTRY INDICATES WHETHER TASK A MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE TASK B CAN
BEGIN. MATRIX OPERATIONS, SUCH AS ADDITION, SUBTRACTION, AND MULTIPLICATION, ALLOW FOR EFFICIENT CALCULATIONS
ACROSS THESE COMPLEX DATASETS.



THINK ABOUT RESOURCE ALLOCATION. |[F YOU HAVE MULTIPLE PROJECTS COMPETING FOR LIMITED RESOURCES LIKE PERSONNEL,
SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT, OR FUNDING, A MATRIX CAN HELP MODEL THESE COMPETING DEMANDS. BY PERFORMING MATRIX
OPERATIONS, ANALYSTS CAN DETERMINE THE OPTIMAL ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES TO MAXIMIZE EFFICIENCY AND MINIMIZE
CONFLICTS. FURTHERMORE, IN AREAS LIKE OPERATIONS RESEARCH AND SIMULATION, MATRICES ARE USED TO MODEL
PROBABILITIES OF EVENTS OCCURRING, ENABLING SIMULATIONS OF BATTLEFIELD SCENARIOS OR THE PERFORMANCE OF NEWLY
ACQUIRED SYSTEMS UNDER VARIOUS OPERATIONAL CONDITIONS. THE ABILITY TO PERFORM MATRIX INVERSIONS CAN ALSO BE
CRUCIAL FOR SOLVING COMPLEX SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS, WHICH WE WILL DISCUSS NEXT.

SyYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS: SOLVING FOR OPTIMAL RESOURCE ALLOCATION AND COST
ANALYSIS

SYSTEMS OF LINEAR EQUATIONS ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO SOLVING PROBLEMS WHERE MULTIPLE CONDITIONS OR CONSTRAINTS
MUST BE MET SIMULTANEOUSLY. IN DEFENSE ACQUISITION, THESE CONSTRAINTS ARE ABUNDANT. For EXAMPLE, A SYSTEM OF
EQUATIONS CAN BE USED TO DETERMINE THE OPTIMAL PRODUCTION RATE FOR A DEFENSE SYSTEM, BALANCING FACTORS LIKE
MANUFACTURING CAPACITY, AVAILABLE BUDGET, AND DELIVERY DEADLINES. EACH EQUATION IN THE SYSTEM REPRESENTS A
SPECIFIC CONSTRAINT OR REQUIREMENT, AND SOLVING THE SYSTEM YIELDS THE VALUES OF THE VARIABLES (LIKE PRODUCTION
RATE, BUDGET ALLOCATION, OR PERSONNEL DEPLOYMENT) THAT SATISFY ALL CONDITIONS.

ANOTHER CRITICAL APPLICATION IS IN COST ANALYSIS. IMAGINE TRYING TO ALLOCATE A FIXED BUDGET ACROSS DIFFERENT
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PHASES, PROCUREMENT, AND TRAINING. A SYSTEM OF EQUATIONS CAN HELP DETERMINE HOW MUCH
SHOULD BE ALLOCATED TO EACH AREA TO MEET OVERALL PROJECT GOALS WHILE ADHERING TO THE BUDGET. |F THERE ARE
MINIMUM PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR A NEW PLATFORM, THESE CAN BE TRANSLATED INTO EQUATIONS THAT, WHEN SOLVED
ALONGSIDE BUDGET CONSTRAINTS, REVEAL THE FEASIBLE DESIGN PARAMETERS. THE ABILITY TO FIND A UNIQUE SOLUTION,
MULTIPLE SOLUTIONS, OR NO SOLUTION FOR A SYSTEM OF EQUATIONS DIRECTLY INFORMS THE FEASIBILITY AND POTENTIAL
OUTCOMES OF ACQUISITION STRATEGIES.

PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS: QUANTIFYING RISk AND UNCERTAINTY IN
ACQUISITIONS

W/HILE NOT EXCLUSIVELY ALGEBRAIC, PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS ARE DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS,
ESPECIALLY IN THEIR APPLICATION TO DEFENSE ACQUISITION ANALYTICS. THE INHERENT UNCERTAINTY IN DEFENSE PROJECTS —
FROM TECHNOLOGICAL BREAKTHROUGHS TO GEOPOLITICAL SHIFTS — NECESSITATES A QUANTITATIVE APPROACH TO RISK
MANAGEMENT. PROBABILITY THEORY PROVIDES THE TOOLS TO ASSIGN NUMERICAL VALUES TO THE LIKELIHOOD OF VARIOUS
EVENTS OCCURRING. THIS ALLOWS ANALYSTS TO ASSESS THE PROBABILITY OF A PROJECT SUCCEEDING WITHIN BUDGET,
MEETING ITS PERFORMANCE TARGETS, OR FACING DELAYS DUE TO UNFORESEEN ISSUES.

STATISTICAL METHODS, BUILT UPON ALGEBRAIC FOUNDATIONS, ARE USED TO ANALYZE HISTORICAL DATA, IDENTIFY TRENDS,
AND MAKE INFERENCES ABOUT FUTURE OUTCOMES. FOR INSTANCE, ANALYZING THE PERFORMANCE DATA OF PREVIOUS SIMILAR
ACQUISITIONS CAN HELP PREDICT THE RELIABILITY OF A NEW SYSTEM OR ESTIMATE THE POTENTIAL FOR COST OVERRUNS.
TECHNIQUES LIKE REGRESSION ANALYSIS, WHICH RELIES HEAVILY ON ALGEBRAIC PRINCIPLES, ARE USED TO MODEL THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DIFFERENT VARIABLES AND PREDICT FUTURE VALUES. THIS PROBABILISTIC FORECASTING IS VITAL FOR
MAKING INFORMED DECISIONS ABOUT RISK MITIGATION STRATEGIES AND FOR SETTING REALISTIC EXPECTATIONS THROUGHOUT
THE ACQUISITION PROCESS. UNDERSTANDING CONFIDENCE INTERVALS AND HYPOTHESIS TESTING, WHICH ARE STATISTICAL
CONCEPTS UNDERPINNED BY ALGEBRAIC MANIPULATIONS, FURTHER ENHANCES THE ANALYST’S ABILITY TO DRAW MEANINGFUL
CONCLUSIONS FROM DATA.

APPLIED SCENARIOS: ALGEBRA IN ACTION IN DEFENSE ACQUISITION

LET'S CONSIDER A CONCRETE EXAMPLE: THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW FIGHTER JET. THE DESIGN PHASE INVOLVES NUMEROUS
TRADE-OFFS. ENGINEERS MIGHT USE FUNCTIONS TO MODEL THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WING DESIGN AND AERODYNAMIC



EFFICIENCY. THEY MIGHT USE MATRICES TO REPRESENT THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN VARIOUS STRUCTURAL COMPONENTS AND
THEIR STRESS TOLERANCES. A SYSTEM OF EQUATIONS COULD THEN BE EMPLOYED TO FIND THE OPTIMAL COMBINATION OF THESE
ELEMENTS THAT MEETS PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS WHILE STAYING WITHIN MATERIAL AND MANUFACTURING CONSTRAINTS.

FURTHERMORE/ THE PROCUREMENT PHASE INVOLVES COMPLEX LOGISTICAL PLANNING AND COST ESTIMATION. |F THE DEFENSE
DEPARTMENT NEEDS TO ACQUIRE 100 UNITS OF A NEW DRONE, BUT PRODUCTION CAPACITY IS LIMITED TO 20 UNITS PER
QUARTER, AND A SPECIFIC BUDGET IS ALLOCATED, SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS CAN HELP DETERMINE THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE
DELIVERY DATE OR THE REQUIRED BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS. PROBABILITY THEORY WILL BE ESSENTIAL FOR ASSESSING THE RISK OF
SUPPLY CHAIN DISRUPTIONS OR COMPONENT FAILURES, AND STATISTICAL MODELS MIGHT BE USED TO PREDICT THE MAINTENANCE
COSTS OVER THE DRONE'S OPERATIONAL LIFESPAN. EACH OF THESE ANALYTICAL STEPS IS UNDERPINNED BY A SOLID
UNDERSTANDING OF ADVANCED ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS, ENABLING A MORE INFORMED AND EFFICIENT ACQUISITION PROCESS.

DeEVELOPING MASTERY: STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS

ACHIEVING MASTERY OF THESE ADVANCED ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS FOR DEFENSE ACQUISITION ANALYTICS IS A JOURNEY THAT
REQUIRES DEDICATION AND STRATEGIC PRACTICE. |T BEGINS WITH A STRONG FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF CORE ALGEBRA
PRINCIPLES. FROM THERE, ACTIVELY SEEKING OUT REAL-\WORLD DEFENSE ACQUISITION CASE STUDIES CAN BRIDGE THE GAP
BETWEEN THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION. ENGAGING WITH PROFESSIONALS IN THE FIELD, ATTENDING

W ORKSHOPS, AND PURSUING SPECIALIZED COURSES IN QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS FOR DEFENSE ARE INVALUABLE STEPS.

THE KEY IS NOT JUST TO MEMORIZE FORMULAS BUT TO TRULY UNDERSTAND THE UNDERLYING LOGIC AND HOW THESE
MATHEMATICAL TOOLS CAN BE APPLIED TO SOLVE COMPLEX PROBLEMS. CONSISTENT PRACTICE, WORKING THROUGH DIVERSE
PROBLEMS, AND SEEKING FEEDBACK ARE CRUCIAL FOR SOLIDIFYING UNDERSTANDING. FURTHERMORE, DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY WITH
ANALYTICAL SOFTWARE PACKAGES THAT IMPLEMENT THESE ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS WILL ENHANCE EFFICIENCY AND ENABLE
ANALYSTS TO TACKLE MORE INTRICATE CHALLENGES. CONTINUOUS LEARNING AND A COMMITMENT TO STAYING ABREAST OF NEW
ANALYTICAL METHODOLOGIES ARE PARAMOUNT FOR LONG-TERM SUCCESS IN THIS DYNAMIC FIELD.

FAQ

QZ \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY BENEFIT OF MASTERING ADVANCED ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS FOR
DEFENSE ACQUISITION ANALYTICS?

A: THE PRIMARY BENEFIT IS THE ENHANCED ABILITY TO MODEL, ANALYZE, AND PREDICT COMPLEX OUTCOMES IN DEFENSE
ACQUISITION. THIS LEADS TO MORE INFORMED DECISION-MAKING, OPTIMIZED RESOURCE ALLOCATION, BETTER COST
FORECASTING, AND IMPROVED RISK MANAGEMENT, ULTIMATELY ENSURING MORE EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT PROCUREMENT OF
DEFENSE CAPABILITIES.

QZ How DO FUNCTIONS SPECIFICALLY AID IN DEFENSE ACQUISITION ANALYTICS?

A: FUNCTIONS ARE USED TO MODEL RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN VARIABLES, SUCH AS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PRODUCTION
QUANTITY AND COST, OR PROJECT COMPLEXITY AND TIMELINE. THIS ALLOWS ANALYSTS TO PREDICT PERFORMANCE UNDER
VARIOUS CONDITIONS, FORECAST LONG-TERM COSTS, AND UNDERSTAND THE IMPACT OF DESIGN CHOICES OR RESOURCE
CHANGES.

QI CAN YOU EXPLAIN THE ROLE OF MATRICES IN HANDLING LARGE DATASETS WITHIN
DEFENSE ACQUISITION?

A: MATRICES PROVIDE A STRUCTURED AND EFFICIENT WAY TO ORGANIZE AND MANIPULATE LARGE, MULTIDIMENSIONAL DATASETS
COMMON IN DEFENSE ACQUISITION. THEY ARE USED TO REPRESENT COMPLEX INTERDEPENDENCIES, SUCH AS TASK DEPENDENCIES IN
PROJECT MANAGEMENT, OR TO SOLVE SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS THAT MODEL RESOURCE ALLOCATION AND OTHER COMPLEX



SCENARIOS.

Q: IN WHAT WAYS ARE SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS APPLIED TO COST ANALYSIS IN
DEFENSE ACQUISITION?

A: SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS ARE VITAL FOR SOLVING PROBLEMS WITH MULTIPLE CONSTRAINTS, SUCH AS ALLOCATING A FIXED
BUDGET ACROSS DIFFERENT PHASES OF A PROJECT WHILE MEETING MINIMUM PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS. THEY HELP DETERMINE
FEASIBLE SOLUTIONS THAT SATISFY ALL SPECIFIED CONDITIONS, ENSURING FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY AND GOAL ACHIEVEMENT.

QZ How DOES PROBABILITY THEORY CONTRIBUTE TO MANAGING UNCERTAINTY IN
DEFENSE ACQUISITION PROJECTS?

A: PROBABILITY THEORY ALLOWS ANALYSTS TO QUANTIFY THE LIKELIHOOD OF VARIOUS EVENTS OCCURRING, SUCH AS
PROJECT DELAYS, COST OVERRUNS, OR SYSTEM FAILURES. THIS ENABLES A SYSTEMATIC ASSESSMENT OF RISKS, HELPING DEFENSE
ACQUISITION PROFESSIONALS DEVELOP ROBUST MITIGATION STRATEGIES AND SET REALISTIC EXPECTATIONS.

Q: WHAT IS REGRESSION ANALYSIS AND HOW IS IT RELEVANT TO DEFENSE
ACQUISITION?

A: REGRESSION ANALYSIS, AN APPLICATION OF ALGEBRAIC AND STATISTICAL PRINCIPLES, IS USED TO MODEL THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN ONE OR MORE INDEPENDENT VARIABLES AND A DEPENDENT VARIABLE. [N DEFENSE ACQUISITION, IT CAN BE USED TO
PREDICT FUTURE COSTS, PERFORMANCE METRICS, OR RELIABILITY BASED ON HISTORICAL DATA AND IDENTIFIED INFLUENCING
FACTORS.

Q: Is IT NECESSARY TO BE A MATHEMATICIAN TO WORK IN DEFENSE ACQUISITION
ANALYTICS?

A: WHILE ADVANCED MATHEMATICAL SKILLS ARE BENEFICIAL, IT'S MORE ABOUT UNDERSTANDING HOW TO APPLY
MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS, INCLUDING ADVANCED ALGEBRA, TO SOLVE REAL-WORLD PROBLEMS. A STRONG GRASP OF
ALGEBRAIC PRINCIPLES ENABLES ANALYSTS TO EFFECTIVELY UTILIZE ANALYTICAL TOOLS AND INTERPRET COMPLEX DATA.

QZ \WHAT ARE SOME PRACTICAL STEPS TO DEVELOP MASTERY IN THESE ALGEBRAIC
CONCEPTS FOR DEFENSE ACQUISITION?

A: PRACTICAL STEPS INCLUDE BUILDING A STRONG FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF ALGEBRA, ACTIVELY STUDYING REAL-
W ORLD DEFENSE ACQUISITION CASE STUDIES, SEEKING SPECIALIZED TRAINING, PRACTICING CONSISTENTLY WITH DIVERSE
PROBLEMS, AND BECOMING PROFICIENT WITH ANALYTICAL SOFTWARE THAT IMPLEMENTS THESE CONCEPTS.
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