ADVOCACY CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY

THE IMPORTANCE OF ADVOCACY IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY

ADVOCACY CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY IS A CRITICAL FORCE FOR CHANGE, DRIVING REFORMS AND ENSURING FAIRNESS WITHIN
A SYSTEM THAT PROFOUNDLY IMPACTS INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY. THIS MULTIFACETED APPROACH INVOLVES RAISING

AW ARENESS, SUPPORTING POLICY CHANGES, AND EMPOWERING THOSE AFFECTED BY THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. FroM
ADVOCATING FOR SENTENCING REFORM AND REHABILITATION PROGRAMS TO DEMANDING ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY,
COMMUNITY ADVOCACY PLAYS AN INDISPENSABLE ROLE IN SHAPING A MORE EQUITABLE AND EFFECTIVE JUSTICE SYSTEM. THIS
ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE VARIOUS FACETS OF THIS CRUCIAL WORK, EXPLORING ITS IMPACT, THE KEY AREAS OF FOCUS,
AND HOW INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THIS VITAL MOVEMENT.
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UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF ADVOCACY IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

ADVOCACY IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE ARENA IS MORE THAN JUST SPEAKING OuUT, IT'S ABOUT ACTIVELY WORKING TO DISMANTLE
SYSTEMIC INEQUITIES AND BUILD A MORE JUST SOCIETY. AT ITS CORE, IT'S THE PROCESS OF SUPPORTING OR RECOMMENDING A
PARTICULAR CAUSE OR POLICY. IN THE CONTEXT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, THIS MEANS CHAMPIONING THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS,
PUSHING FOR EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES, AND FOSTERING A SYSTEM THAT PRIORITIZES REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND
FAIRNESS OVER PUNITIVE MEASURES ALONE. |IT’S ABOUT GIVING A VOICE TO THE VOICELESS AND ENSURING THAT THE PRINCIPLES
OF JUSTICE ARE NOT JUST THEORETICAL IDEALS BUT LIVED REALITIES FOR ALL.

THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, BY ITS VERY NATURE, DEALS WITH HIGH STAKES ~ INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, COMMUNITY SAFETY,
AND SOCIETAL WELL-BEING. WITHOUT DEDICATED ADVOCACY, IT CAN EASILY BECOME AN ENTRENCHED BUREAUCRACY,
RESISTANT TO CHANGE AND PRONE TO PERPETUATING INJUSTICES. ADVOCATES ACT AS CRUCIAL CHECKS AND BALANCES, SHINING
A LIGHT ON FLAWED PROCESSES, DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES, AND THE DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT ON MARGINALIZED
COMMUNITIES. THEY ARE THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND MUCH-NEEDED REFORMS, CONSTANTLY PUSHING THE NEEDLE TOWARDS A
SYSTEM THAT IS MORE HUMANE, EFFECTIVE, AND RESTORATIVE.

Key AReAs ofF CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY

THE LANDSCAPE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY IS BROAD, ADDRESSING A MULTITUDE OF ISSUES THAT AFFECT INDIVIDUALS
AT EVERY STAGE OF THE LEGAL PROCESS. THESE EFFORTS ARE OFTEN BORN OUT OF A DESIRE TO CORRECT HISTORICAL
WRONGS, ADDRESS PRESENT-DAY DISPARITIES, AND BUILD A FUTURE WHERE JUSTICE IS TRULY BLIND AND ACCESSIBLE TO ALL.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE KEY AREAS HELPS TO ILLUMINATE THE SCOPE AND IMPORTANCE OF THIS WORK.

SENTENCING REFORM AND ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION

ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT AREAS OF ADVOCACY CENTERS ON REFORMING SENTENCING LAWS THAT HAVE LED TO MASS
INCARCERATION, PARTICULARLY FOR NON-VIOLENT OFFENSES. THIS INCLUDES ADVOCATING FOR THE DECRIMINALIZATION OF
CERTAIN OFFENSES, REDUCING MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCES, AND PROMOTING ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION SUCH AS
DIVERSION PROGRAMS, COMMUNITY SERVICE, AND RESTORATIVE JUSTICE INITIATIVES. THE GOAL IS TO REDUCE THE RELIANCE ON
LENGTHY PRISON SENTENCES, WHICH OFTEN HAVE DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES FOR INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES,
AND TO INSTEAD FOCUS ON INTERVENTIONS THAT ADDRESS THE ROOT CAUSES OF CRIME AND PROMOTE REHABILITATION.



PrisoN CONDITIONS AND RE-ENTRY SUPPORT

BEYOND THE INITIAL SENTENCING, ADVOCACY EXTENDS TO THE CONDITIONS WITHIN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES. THIS INVOLVES
PUSHING FOR HUMANE TREATMENT, ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING, ADEQUATE HEALTHCARE (INCLUDING
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES)/ AND THE ELIMINATION OF ABUSIVE PRACTICES. EQUALLY IMPORTANT IS THE ADVOCACY FOR
ROBUST RE-ENTRY PROGRAMS THAT HELP INDIVIDUALS SUCCESSFULLY TRANSITION BACK INTO SOCIETY UPON RELEASE. THIS
INCLUDES SUPPORT FOR HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, AND ACCESS TO SOCIAL SERVICES, ALL CRUCIAL FOR REDUCING RECIDIVISM AND
FOSTERING LONG-TERM STABILITY.

ADDRESSING RACIAL AND EcoNoMIC DISPARITIES

A CRITICAL FOCUS OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY IS THE PERSISTENT RACIAL AND ECONOMIC DISPARITIES THAT PLAGUE THE
SYSTEM. ADVOCATES WORK TIRELESSLY TO EXPOSE AND COMBAT RACIAL PROFILING, DISPROPORTIONATE POLICING IN MINORITY
COMMUNITIES, AND BIASES IN ARRESTS, PROSECUTIONS, AND SENTENCING. THEY CHAMPION POLICIES THAT PROMOTE EQUAL
JUSTICE, SUCH AS POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES, INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT BODIES, AND INVESTMENTS IN COMMUNITIES
THAT HAVE HISTORICALLY BEEN UNDERSERVED AND OVER-POLICED. ADDRESSING ECONOMIC BARRIERS IS ALSO PARAMOUNT, AS
POVERTY IS OFTEN A CONTRIBUTING FACTOR TO INVOLVEMENT WITH THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

VICTIM RIGHTS AND RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

W/HILE MUCH ADVOCACY FOCUSES ON THOSE ACCUSED OR CONVICTED OF CRIMES, THERE IS ALSO A VITAL MOVEMENT
ADVOCATING FOR THE RIGHTS AND NEEDS OF VICTIMS. THIS INCLUDES ENSURING VICTIMS HAVE ACCESS TO SUPPORT SERVICES,
ARE TREATED WITH DIGNITY THROUGHOUT THE LEGAL PROCESS, AND HAVE A VOICE IN RESTORATIVE JUSTICE APPROACHES.
RESTORATIVEJUSTICE, A GROWING AREA OF ADVOCACY, SEEKS TO REPAIR HARM BY BRINGING TOGETHER THOSE AFFECTED BY A
CRIME TO ADDRESS NEEDS AND OBLIGATIONS IN A COLLABORATIVE MANNER, OFTEN INVOLVING FACILITATED DIALOGUE AND
COMMUNITY-BASED SOLUTIONS RATHER THAN SOLELY PUNITIVE MEASURES.

THe Power oF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

THE PHRASE “ADVOCACY CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY” ITSELF HIGHLIGHTS THE INDISPENSABLE ROLE OF COLLECTIVE ACTION.
IT'S WITHIN THE COMMUNITY THAT THE IMPACTS OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM ARE MOST ACUTELY FELT, AND IT'S FROM
THE COMMUNITY THAT THE MOST POWERFUL CALLS FOR CHANGE OFTEN EMERGE. W/HEN INDIVIDUALS COME TOGETHER, SHARING
THEIR EXPERIENCES AND UNITED BY A COMMON CAUSE, THEIR COLLECTIVE VOICE GAINS SIGNIFICANT MOMENTUM.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TRANSFORMS ABSTRACT POLICY DEBATES INTO TANGIBLE HUMAN ISSUES. |T BRINGS LIVED EXPERIENCE
TO THE FOREFRONT, OFFERING INSIGHTS THAT POLICYMAKERS MIGHT OTHERWISE OVERLOOK. THIS GRASSROOTS INVOLVEMENT IS
ESSENTIAL FOR BUILDING BROAD PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR REFORMS, EDUCATING THE WIDER POPULACE ABOUT THE COMPLEXITIES OF
THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, AND HOLDING ELECTED OFFICIALS ACCOUNTABLE. W/ ITHOUT A MOBILIZED AND INFORMED COMMUNITY,
ADVOCACY EFFORTS RISK BECOMING ISOLATED AND LESS EFFECTIVE.

STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE ADVOCACY

MAKING A REAL DIFFERENCE IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REQUIRES STRATEGIC AND MULTIFACETED APPROACHES. |T°S NOT
ENOUGH TO SIMPLY IDENTIFY PROBLEMS; ADVOCATES MUST DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES TO ACHIEVE
TANGIBLE CHANGE. THESE STRATEGIES OFTEN INVOLVE A COMBINATION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION, POLICY WORK, AND DIRECT
ACTION.

PuBLIC AWARENESS AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGNS

ONE OF THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL STRATEGIES IS TO RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS ABOUT THE ISSUES. THIS CAN INVOLVE SHARING
PERSONAL STORIES, DISSEMINATING RESEARCH FINDINGS, AND ORGANIZING EDUCATIONAL EVENTS. BY ILLUMINATING THE REALITIES



OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, ADVOCATES CAN SHIFT PUBLIC OPINION AND BUILD A FOUNDATION OF SUPPORT FOR
NECESSARY REFORMS. THIS IS WHERE THE POWER OF STORYTELLING TRULY SHINES, MAKING COMPLEX ISSUES RELATABLE AND
FOSTERING EMPATHY.

LoBBYING AND PoLICY DEVELOPMENT

DIRECT ENGAGEMENT WITH LAWMAKERS AND POLICYMAKERS IS CRUCIAL. THIS INVOLVES LOBBYING FOR THE PASSAGE OF
SPECIFIC LEGISLATION, ADVOCATING FOR CHANGES IN REGULATIONS, AND PROVIDING EXPERT TESTIMONY. ADVOCACY GROUPS
OFTEN WORK TO DRAFT MODEL LEGISLATION AND OFFER CONCRETE POLICY SOLUTIONS THAT ARE EVIDENCE-BASED AND DESIGNED
TO IMPROVE FAIRNESS AND EFFICACY WITHIN THE SYSTEM. |T’S ABOUT TRANSLATING THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY INTO
ACTIONABLE POLICY PROPOSALS.

GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING AND MOBILIZATION

BUILDING POWER THROUGH GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING IS A CORNERSTONE OF EFFECTIVE ADVOCACY. THIS INVOLVES MOBILIZING
COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE IN PROTESTS, RALLIES, LETTER-WRITING CAMPAIGNS, AND VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES.
BY DEMONSTRATING WIDESPREAD PUBLIC SUPPORT, ADVOCATES CAN EXERT SIGNIFICANT PRESSURE ON DECISION-MAKERS.
COMMUNITY ORGANIZING CREATES A POWERFUL FORCE THAT CANNOT BE IGNORED.

LeGAL CHALLENGES AND LITIGATION

IN SOME INSTANCES, LEGAL CHALLENGES ARE A NECESSARY TOOL FOR ADVOCATING FOR CHANGE. THIS CAN INVOLVE FILING
LAWSUITS TO CHALLENGE UNCONSTITUTIONAL PRACTICES, DEFEND CIVIL RIGHTS, OR SEEK SYSTEMIC REFORMS THROUGH THE
COURTS. LEGAL ADVOCACY OFTEN WORKS IN TANDEM WITH OTHER FORMS OF ACTIVISM TO CREATE PRESSURE FROM MULTIPLE
ANGLES.

MEASURING THE IMPACT OF ADVOCACY

ASSESSING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ADVOCACY EFFORTS IS VITAL FOR ENSURING ACCOUNTABILITY AND REFINING STRATEGIES.
IT'S NOT ALWAYS EASY TO QUANTIFY THE IMPACT, AS MANY CHANGES ARE INCREMENTAL AND LONG-TERM. HO\X/EVER,
ADVOCATES AND RESEARCHERS HAVE DEVELOPED VARIOUS METHODS TO TRACK PROGRESS AND DEMONSTRATE THE VALUE OF
THEIR WORK.

ONE WAY TO MEASURE IMPACT IS THROUGH POLICY WINS. DID SPECIFIC LAWS GET PASSED OR REPEALED? W/ERE SENTENCING
GUIDELINES ALTERED? \W/ERE NEW PROGRAMS IMPLEMENTED? TRACKING THESE LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY ACHIEVEMENTS PROVIDES
CONCRETE EVIDENCE OF PROGRESS. ANOTHER IMPORTANT METRIC IS SHIFTS IN PUBLIC OPINION AND MEDIA COVERAGE. INCREASED
PUBLIC AW ARENESS AND MORE CRITICAL REPORTING ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES INDICATE THAT ADVOCACY IS MAKING INROADS.

FURTHERMORE, DATA RELATED TO INCARCERATION RATES, RECIDIVISM, AND DEMOGRAPHIC DISPARITIES CAN SERVE AS
INDICATORS. A SUSTAINED DECREASE IN INCARCERATION FOR NON-VIOLENT OFFENSES, FOR EXAMPLE, OR A REDUCTION IN RACIAL
DISPARITIES IN SENTENCING, CAN BE ATTRIBUTED, IN PART, TO SUCCESSFUL ADVOCACY. ULTIMATELY, THE TRUE MEASURE OF
IMPACT LIES IN THE CREATION OF A MORE JUST, EQUITABLE, AND EFFECTIVE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM THAT SERVES ALL
MEMBERS OF SOCIETY.

How To GET INVOLVED

CONTRIBUTING TO ADVOCACY CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY EFFORTS IS MORE ACCESSIBLE THAN MANY PEOPLE REALIZE.
W/HETHER YOU HAVE EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE OR ARE JUST STARTING TO EXPLORE THE ISSUES, YOUR INVOLVEMENT CAN MAKE A
SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE. |T'S ABOUT FINDING YOUR PASSION AND CHANNELING IT INTO ACTION.

® EDUCATE YOURSELF ON THE SPECIFIC ISSUES WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM THAT RESONATE WITH YOU.



V OLUNTEER YOUR TIME WITH LOCAL OR NATIONAL ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS.

e DONATE TO REPUTABLE ORGANIZATIONS WORKING TO REFORM THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

e CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS TO EXPRESS YOUR VIEWS ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICIES.
® SHARE INFORMATION AND RAISE AWARENESS WITHIN YOUR OWN SOCIAL NET\WORKS.

e ATTEND PUBLIC FORUMS, \WORKSHOPS, AND RALLIES RELATED TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM.

® SUPPORT CANDIDATES WHO CHAMPION FAIR AND JUST CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICIES.

EVErRY ACTION, NO MATTER HOW SMALL IT MAY SEEM, CONTRIBUTES TO THE LARGER MOVEMENT FOR CHANGE. THE COLLECTIVE
POWER OF INDIVIDUALS COMMITTED TO JUSTICE IS IMMENSE.

THe FUTURE oF CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY

THE LANDSCAPE OF ADVOCACY CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY IS CONSTANTLY EVOLVING, DRIVEN BY NEW RESEARCH, CHANGING
SOCIETAL ATTITUDES, AND THE PERSISTENT DEDICATION OF ACTIVISTS. AS WE LOOK AHEAD, SEVERAL TRENDS ARE LIKELY TO
SHAPE THE FUTURE OF THIS VITAL WORK. THERE’S A GROWING EMPHASIS ON DATA-DRIVEN ADVOCACY, UTILIZING ROBUST
RESEARCH TO INFORM POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS AND DEMONSTRATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PROPOSED REFORMS. TECHNOLOGY
WILL ALSO CONTINUE TO PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE, ENABLING WIDER DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION AND MORE EFFECTIVE
MOBILIZATION OF SUPPORT THROUGH DIGITAL PLATFORMS.

MOREOVER, THERE IS AN INCREASING RECOGNITION OF THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES WITH BROADER
SOCIAL JUSTICE CONCERNS, SUCH AS POVERTY, EDUCATION, AND HEALTHCARE. FUTURE ADVOCACY EFFORTS WILL LIKELY
INTEGRATE THESE BROADER CONTEXTS, SEEKING SYSTEMIC SOLUTIONS THAT ADDRESS ROOT CAUSES OF CRIME AND PROMOTE
COMMUNITY WELL-BEING. THE ONGOING PURSUIT OF RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRACTICES, FOCUSING ON HEALING AND REPAIR
RATHER THAN PURELY PUNITIVE MEASURES, WILL ALSO CONTINUE TO GAIN PROMINENCE. ULTIMATELY, THE FUTURE OF CRIMINAL
JUSTICE ADVOCACY IS ONE OF PERSISTENT INNOVATION, GROWING COLLABORATION, AND AN UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO
BUILDING A SYSTEM THAT TRULY UPHOLDS THE PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE FOR ALL.

FAQ

QZ \WHAT IS ADVOCACY IN THE CONTEXT OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM?

A: ADVOCACY IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REFERS TO THE ACTIVE SUPPORT, PROMOTION, AND DEFENSE OF POLICIES AND
PRACTICES THAT AIM TO CREATE A MORE JUST, EQUITABLE, AND EFFECTIVE LEGAL SYSTEM. THIS CAN INVOLVE RAISING PUBLIC
AW ARENESS, LOBBYING LAWMAKERS, SUPPORTING VICTIMS, AND ADVOCATING FOR THE RIGHTS OF THOSE ACCUSED OR
CONVICTED OF CRIMES.

QI WHY IS COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT CRUCIAL FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY?

A: COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IS CRUCIAL BECAUSE THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM DIRECTLY IMPACTS COMMUNITIES. LOCAL
RESIDENTS OFTEN HAVE FIRSTHAND EXPERIENCE WITH THE SYSTEM'S FLAWS AND CAN PROVIDE INVALUABLE INSIGHTS FOR
REFORM. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ALSO BUILDS BROAD PUBLIC SUPPORT, WHICH IS ESSENTIAL FOR PRESSURING POLICYMAKERS
TO ENACT MEANINGFUL CHANGES.

Q! WHAT ARE SOME COMMON GOALS OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY GROUPS?

A: COMMON GOALS INCLUDE REDUCING MASS INCARCERATION, REFORMING SENTENCING LAWS (LIKE ENDING MANDATORY
MINIMUMS), ADDRESSING RACIAL AND ECONOMIC DISPARITIES IN THE SYSTEM, IMPROVING PRISON CONDITIONS, SUPPORTING



SUCCESSFUL RE-ENTRY FOR FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS, AND PROMOTING RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRACTICES.

Q: How CAN AN INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT PRIOR EXPERIENCE GET INVOLVED IN CRIMINAL
JUSTICE ADVOCACY?

A: INDIVIDUALS CAN START BY EDUCATING THEMSELVES ON THE ISSUES, VOLUNTEERING WITH EXISTING ADVOCACY
ORGANIZATIONS, DONATING TO RELEVANT CAUSES, CONTACTING THEIR ELECTED OFFICIALS, AND RAISING AW ARENESS WITHIN
THEIR OWN SOCIAL NETWORKS. EVEN SMALL ACTIONS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO A LARGER MOVEMENT.

Q: WHAT IS RESTORATIVE JUSTICE AND WHY IS IT A FOCUS OF ADVOCACY?

A: RESTORATIVE JUSTICE IS AN APPROACH THAT FOCUSES ON REPAIRING HARM CAUSED BY CRIME BY BRINGING TOGETHER
VICTIMS, OFFENDERS, AND THE COMMUNITY. ADVOCACY GROUPS PROMOTE IT AS AN ALTERNATIVE OR COMPLEMENT TO
TRADITIONAL PUNITIVE MEASURES, AIMING FOR HEALING, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND RECONCILIATION RATHER THAN JUST
PUNISHMENT.

Q: How DOES ADVOCACY ADDRESS RACIAL DISPARITIES IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM?

A: ADVOCACY ADDRESSES RACIAL DISPARITIES BY HIGHLIGHTING ISSUES LIKE RACIAL PROFILING, BIASED POLICING, AND
DISCRIMINATORY SENTENCING THROUGH RESEARCH, PUBLIC EDUCATION, AND POLICY REFORM PROPOSALS. ADVOCATES PUSH FOR
ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES, INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT, AND INVESTMENTS IN COMMUNITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY
THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

QZ ARE THERE ADVOCACY EFFORTS FOCUSED ON VICTIMS OF CRIME?

A: YES, THERE ARE SIGNIFICANT ADVOCACY EFFORTS FOCUSED ON VICTIMS' RIGHTS. THESE EFFORTS ENSURE VICTIMS HAVE
ACCESS TO SUPPORT SERVICES, ARE TREATED WITH DIGNITY THROUGHOUT LEGAL PROCEEDINGS, AND HAVE A VOICE IN THE
JUSTICE PROCESS, INCLUDING IN RESTORATIVE JUSTICE INITIATIVES.

QI \WHAT IS THE ROLE OF DATA AND RESEARCH IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY?

A: DATA AND RESEARCH ARE INCREASINGLY VITAL. THEY PROVIDE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT REFORM PROPOSALS, DEMONSTRATE
THE IMPACT OF EXISTING POLICIES, HIGHLIGHT DISPARITIES, AND MEASURE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ADVOCACY EFFORTS, MAKING
ARGUMENTS FOR CHANGE MORE PERSUASIVE AND INFORMED.
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