CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES

CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES PROVIDE THE FOUNDATIONAL BEDROCK UPON WHICH MUCH OF MODERN SOCIOLOGICAL
INQUIRY IS BUILT. THESE EARLY, YET ENDURING, THEORETICAL FRAMEW ORKS OFFER DISTINCT LENSES THROUGH WHICH TO
UNDERSTAND THE COMPLEX WORKINGS OF SOCIETY, ITS STRUCTURES, AND THE INTERACTIONS OF ITS MEMBERS. THIS ARTICLE
DELVES DEEPLY INTO THE SEMINAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE “FOUNDING FATHERS” OF SOCIOLOGY, EXPLORING THE CORE TENETS
OF FUNCTIONALISM, CONFLICT THEORY, AND SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM. \WE WILL EXAMINE HOW EACH PERSPECTIVE GRAPPLES
WITH ISSUES OF SOCIAL ORDER, INEQUALITY, AND THE NATURE OF SOCIAL REALITY, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR UNIQUE INSIGHTS AND
ENDURING RELEVANCE IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ANALYSIS. UNDERSTANDING THESE CLASSICAL PERSPECTIVES IS CRUCIAL FOR
ANY SERIOUS STUDENT OR PRACTITIONER OF SOCIOLOGY.
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FUNCTIONALISM: THE SocleTAL ORGANISM

FUNCTIONALISM/ OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH THINKERS LIKE MILE DURKHEIM AND LATER HERBERT SPENCER, VIEWS SOCIETY AS A
COMPLEX SYSTEM WHOSE PARTS WORK TOGETHER TO PROMOTE SOLIDARITY AND STABILITY. THIS PERSPECTIVE DRAWS AN
ANALOGY BETWEEN SOCIETY AND A BIOLOGICAL ORGANISM, WHERE EACH ORGAN PERFORMS A SPECIFIC FUNCTION ESSENTIAL FOR
THE SURVIVAL OF THE WHOLE. IN THIS SOCIOLOGICAL MODEL, SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS FAMILY, EDUCATION,
GOVERNMENT, AND RELIGION ARE SEEN AS THE “ORGANS” THAT FULFILL VITAL NEEDS, MAINTAINING SOCIAL EQUILIBRIUM AND
COLLECTIVE WELL-BEING.

THE CORE OF FUNCTIONALIST THOUGHT LIES IN IDENTIFYING THE MANIFEST AND LATENT FUNCTIONS OF SOCIAL PHENOMENA.
MANIFEST FUNCTIONS ARE THE INTENDED AND RECOGNIZED CONSEQUENCES OF ANY SOCIAL PATTERN, WHILE LATENT FUNCTIONS
ARE THE UNINTENDED AND OFTEN UNRECOGNIZED CONSEQUENCES. FOR EXAMPLE, THE MANIFEST FUNCTION OF EDUCATION IS TO
IMPART KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS, BUT A LATENT FUNCTION MIGHT BE THE CREATION OF A DATING POOL OR THE REINFORCEMENT
OF SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURES. DYSFUNCTIONS, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE SOCIAL PATTERNS THAT DISRUPT THE OPERATION OF
SOCIETY, POTENTIALLY LEADING TO INSTABILITY OR CHANGE.

Key TENETS OoF FUNCTIONALISM

FUNCTIONALISM EMPHASIZES SEVERAL KEY CONCEPTS IN ITS ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL ORDER. |T POSITS THAT EVERY ASPECT OF
SOCIETY SERVES A PURPOSE AND CONTRIBUTES TO THE OVERALL STARBILITY AND SURVIVAL OF THE SOCIAL SYSTEM. SOCIAL
FACTS, AS DESCRIBED BY DURKHEIM, ARE WAYS OF ACTING, THINKING, AND FEELING THAT ARE EXTERNAL TO THE INDIVIDUAL AND
ENDOWED WITH A POWER OF COERCION. THESE SOCIAL FACTS, SUCH AS LAWS, CUSTOMS, AND MORAL CODES, ARE SEEN AS
BINDING FORCES THAT MAINTAIN SOCIAL COHESION. FURTHERMORE, FUNCTIONALISTS OFTEN HIGHLIGHT THE IMPORTANCE OF
SHARED VALUES AND BELIEFS, OR A COLLECTIVE CONSCIENCE, IN BINDING INDIVIDUALS TOGETHER AND ENSURING SOCIAL
INTEGRATION. W/ ITHOUT A COMMON UNDERSTANDING AND ADHERENCE TO NORMS, SOCIAL ORDER WOULD INEVITABLY BREAK
DOWN.

EMILE DURKHEIM AND SOCIAL SOLIDARITY

MILE DURKHEIM, A PIVOTAL FIGURE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF FUNCTIONALISM, EXPLORED THE MECHANISMS THAT HOLD SOCIETIES
TOGETHER. HE DISTINGUISHED BETWEEN TWO TYPES OF SOCIAL SOLIDARITY: MECHANICAL AND ORGANIC. MECHANICAL
SOLIDARITY, CHARACTERISTIC OF SIMPLER, PRE-INDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES, IS BASED ON LIKENESS; INDIVIDUALS SHARE SIMILAR



BELIEFS, VALUES, AND EXPERIENCES, LEADING TO A STRONG SENSE OF COLLECTIVE IDENTITY. IN CONTRAST, ORGANIC
SOLIDARITY, FOUND IN COMPLEX, INDUSTRIALIZED SOCIETIES, ARISES FROM INTERDEPENDENCE. AS SOCIETIES BECOME MORE
SPECIALIZED, INDIVIDUALS RELY ON EACH OTHER FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF DIVERSE TASKS, MUCH LIKE THE SPECIALIZED ORGANS
IN A BODY. THIS INTERDEPENDENCE CREATES A DIFFERENT BUT EQUALLY POWERFUL FORM OF SOCIAL COHESION. DURKHEIM'S

W ORK ON SUICIDE ALSO ILLUSTRATED HOW SOCIAL FORCES, RATHER THAN PURELY INDIVIDUAL FACTORS, COULD EXPLAIN
VARIATIONS IN RATES OF SUICIDE, REINFORCING THE FUNCTIONALIST VIEW OF SOCIETAL INFLUENCE.

TALcoTT PARSoONS AND THE AGIL ScHeME

L ATER FUNCTIONALIST THEORISTS, MOST NOTABLY TALCOTT PARSONS, EXPANDED UPON DURKHEIM'S IDEAS BY DEVELOPING
MORE ABSTRACT MODELS OF SOCIAL SYSTEMS. PARSONS PROPOSED THE AGIL SCHEME, A FRAMEWORK OUTLINING THE FOUR
BASIC FUNCTIONAL IMPERATIVES THAT ANY SOCIAL SYSTEM MUST MEET TO SURVIVE AND ADAPT. THESE ARE: ADAPTATION
(A), GoaL ATTAINMENT (G), INTEGRATION (1), AND LATENCY OR PATTERN MAINTENANCE (L). ADAPTATION REFERS TO THE
SYSTEM'S ABILITY TO ADJUST TO ITS ENVIRONMENT AND EXTRACT RESOURCES. GOAL ATTAINMENT INVOLVES THE SYSTEM'S
CAPACITY TO DEFINE AND ACHIEVE ITS OBJECTIVES. INTEGRATION FOCUSES ON MAINTAINING SOLIDARITY AND COHESION AMONG
THE SYSTEM'S CONSTITUENT PARTS. FINALLY, LATENCY OR PATTERN MAINTENANCE DEALS WITH THE NEED TO INSTILL AND
MAINTAIN CULTURAL PATTERNS, VALUES, AND NORMS WITHIN THE SYSTEM. THESE FOUR FUNCTIONS ARE INTERCONNECTED AND
ESSENTIAL FOR THE ONGOING FUNCTIONING OF ANY SOCIAL STRUCTURE.

CoNFLICT THeORY: POWER AND STRATIFICATION

IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE CONSENSUS-ORIENTED APPROACH OF FUNCTIONALISM, CONFLICT THEORY, DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE
WORK OF KARL MARX, EMPHASIZES THE ROLE OF COERCION AND POWER IN PRODUCING SOCIAL ORDER. THIS PERSPECTIVE VIEWS
SOCIETY AS AN ARENA OF INEQUALITY THAT GENERATES CONFLICT AND SOCIAL CHANGE. |T IS LESS CONCERNED WITH SOCIAL
SOLIDARITY AND MORE FOCUSED ON THE INHERENT STRUGGLES FOR SCARCE RESOURCES, SUCH AS WEALTH, POWER, AND
STATUS, THAT CHARACTERIZE ALL SOCIAL STRUCTURES.

CONFLICT THEORISTS ARGUE THAT DOMINANT GROUPS IN SOCIETY USE THEIR POWER TO EXPLOIT AND OPPRESS SUBORDINATE
GROUPS, THEREBY MAINTAINING THEIR PRIVILEGED POSITIONS. SoclaL INSTITUTIONS, RATHER THAN SERVING THE COMMON GOOD,
ARE SEEN AS TOOLS THAT PERPETUATE THE INTERESTS OF THE POWERFUL. T HIS PERSPECTIVE OFFERS A CRITICAL LENS THROUGH
WHICH TO EXAMINE SOCIAL STRATIFICATION, POWER DYNAMICS, AND THE MECHANISMS BY WHICH INEQUALITY IS REPRODUCED
ACROSS GENERATIONS.

KARL MARX AND CLASS STRUGGLE

KARL MARX'S SEMINAL WORK LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR MUCH OF CONFLICT THEORY. HE ARGUED THAT HISTORY IS DRIVEN BY
CLASS STRUGGLE, A PERPETUAL CONFLICT BETWEEN THE BOURGEOISIE (THE OWNERS OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION) AND THE
PROLETARIAT (THE W ORKING CLASS). IN CAPITALIST SOCIETIES, MARX CONTENDED, THE BOURGEOISIE EXPLOIT THE
PROLETARIAT BY EXTRACTING SURPLUS VALUE FROM THEIR LABOR. THIS EXPLOITATION CREATES INHERENT TENSIONS AND
CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN THE SYSTEM, WHICH MARX BELIEVED WOULD ULTIMATELY LEAD TO A SOCIALIST REVOLUTION AND
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CLASSLESS SOCIETY. HIS ANALYSIS HIGHLIGHTS HOW ECONOMIC STRUCTURES DEEPLY INFLUENCE
SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS AND CREATE PERSISTENT PATTERNS OF INEQUALITY.

PowER, INEQUALITY, AND SociAL CHANGE

CONFLICT THEORY EXTENDS BEYOND ECONOMIC DETERMINISM TO ENCOMPASS OTHER FORMS OF POWER AND INEQUALITY,
INCLUDING THOSE BASED ON RACE, GENDER, AND OTHER SOCIAL CATEGORIES. THEORISTS LIKE MAX \X/EBER, WHILE
ACKNOWLEDGING THE IMPORTANCE OF CLASS, ALSO IDENTIFIED POWER AND STATUS AS INDEPENDENT SOURCES OF SOCIAL



STRATIFICATION. THIS PERSPECTIVE POSITS THAT SOCIAL CHANGE IS NOT NECESSARILY GRADUAL OR EVOLUTIONARY BUT
OFTEN ARISES FROM THE INTENSE STRUGGLES AND REVOLUTIONARY UPHEAVALS THAT OCCUR WHEN SUBORDINATE GROUPS
CHALLENGE THE EXISTING POWER STRUCTURES. THE ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, REVOLUTIONS, AND ONGOING
STRUGGLES FOR RIGHTS AND RECOGNITION ARE CENTRAL TO THE CONFLICT PERSPECTIVE.

THe RoLE oF IDEoLoGY AND FALSE CONSCIOUSNESS

A KEY CONCEPT WITHIN CONFLICT THEORY, PARTICULARLY IN MARXIST THOUGHT, IS IDEOLOGY AND ITS ROLE IN MAINTAINING
THE STATUS QUO. IDEOLOGY REFERS TO A SET OF BELIEFS AND VALUES THAT JUSTIFY EXISTING SOCIAL ARRANGEMENTS.
DOMINANT GROUPS PROPAGATE IDEOLOGIES THAT PRESENT INEQUALITY AS NATURAL, INEVITABLE, OR EVEN BENEFICIAL, THEREBY
FOSTERING WHAT MARX TERMED “FALSE CONSCIOUSNESS” AMONG THE OPPRESSED. FALSE CONSCIOUSNESS IS A STATE WHERE
SUBORDINATE GROUPS ACCEPT THE DOMINANT IDEOLOGY, EVEN IF IT WORKS AGAINST THEIR OWN INTERESTS, THUS HINDERING
THEIR ABILITY TO RECOGNIZE THEIR EXPLOITATION AND MOBILIZE FOR CHANGE. CRITICALLY ANALYZING DOMINANT NARRATIVES
AND EXPOSING THEIR UNDERLYING POWER DYNAMICS IS A CORE FUNCTION OF CONFLICT THEORY.

SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM: MEANING-MAKING IN MICRO-SOCIOLOGY

W/HILE FUNCTIONALISM AND CONFLICT THEORY TEND TO FOCUS ON MACRO-LEVEL SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND INSTITUTIONS,
SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM OFFERS A MICRO-LEVEL PERSPECTIVE, CONCENTRATING ON THE FACE-TO-FACE INTERACTIONS
BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS. THIS THEORETICAL TRADITION, SHAPED BY THINKERS LIKE GEORGE HERBERT MEAD AND LATER HERBERT
BLUMER/ EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF SHARED MEANINGS, SYMBOLS, AND SOCIAL INTERACTIONS IN SHAPING INDIVIDUAL
IDENTITY AND SOCIAL REALITY. [T POSITS THAT SOCIETY IS THE PRODUCT OF EVERYDAY SOCIAL INTERACTIONS BETWEEN
INDIVIDUALS.

THE CORE IDEA IS THAT HUMANS ACT TOWARD THINGS BASED ON THE MEANINGS THOSE THINGS HAVE FOR THEM, AND THESE
MEANINGS ARE DERIVED FROM SOCIAL INTERACTION AND ARE MODIFIED THROUGH AN INTERPRETIVE PROCESS. THIS PERSPECTIVE
HIGHLIGHTS HOW INDIVIDUALS COLLABORATIVELY CREATE AND NEGOTIATE THE SOCIAL WORLD THEY INHABIT THROUGH THEIR
EVERYDAY COMMUNICATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS. |T IS CONCERNED WITH THE SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCES OF INDIVIDUALS AND
HOW THEY MAKE SENSE OF THEIR SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT.

THE IMPORTANCE OF SYMBOLS AND MEANING

SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM UNDERSCORES THE CRITICAL ROLE OF SYMBOLS IN HUMAN COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL LIFE.
SYMBOLS ARE GESTURES, OBJECTS, OR WORDS THAT CARRY PARTICULAR MEANINGS, AGREED UPON BY MEMBERS OF A SOCIETY.
L ANGUAGE IS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF A SYMBOLIC SYSTEM. THROUGH SHARED SYMBOLS, INDIVIDUALS CAN COMMUNICATE COMPLEX
IDEAS, COORDINATE THEIR ACTIONS, AND DEVELOP A SHARED UNDERSTANDING OF REALITY. THE MEANING OF A SYMBOL IS NOT
INHERENT BUT IS SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED AND CAN VARY ACROSS DIFFERENT CULTURES AND CONTEXTS. UUNDERSTANDING THESE
CONSTRUCTED MEANINGS IS CENTRAL TO COMPREHENDING SOCIAL BEHAVIOR.

THE SELF AND SOCIAL INTERACTION

GEORGE HERBERT MEAD’S CONCEPT OF THE “SELF” IS CENTRAL TO SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM. MEAD ARGUED THAT THE SELF
DEVELOPS THROUGH SOCIAL INTERACTION AND THE PROCESS OF TAKING THE ROLE OF THE OTHER. INDIVIDUALS LEARN TO SEE
THEMSELVES FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF OTHERS, INTERNALIZING SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS AND NORMS. THIS PROCESS INVOLVES
DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE “1” (THE SPONTANEOUS, CREATIVE, AND SUBJECTIVE ASPECT OF THE SELF) AND THE “ME” (THE
INTERNALIZED ATTITUDES AND EXPECTATIONS OF OTHERS, REPRESENTING THE SOCIAL SELF). THE SELF IS THUS A SOCIAL
PRODUCT, CONTINUOUSLY SHAPED AND RESHAPED THROUGH ONGOING INTERACTION AND REFLECTION.



THE DEFINITION OF THE SITUATION

ANOTHER KEY CONCEPT IS THE “DEFINITION OF THE SITUATION," POPULARIZED BY W.|. THOMAS. THIS PRINCIPLE SUGGESTS
THAT IF PEOPLE DEFINE SITUATIONS AS REAL, THEY ARE REAL IN THEIR CONSEQUENCES. THIS MEANS THAT AN INDIVIDUAL’S
SUBJECTIVE INTERPRETATION OF A SITUATION, RATHER THAN ITS OBJECTIVE REALITY, WILL SHAPE THEIR BEHAVIOR. For
EXAMPLE, IF SOMEONE BELIEVES THEY ARE BEING INSULTED, THEY WILL REACT ACCORDINGLY, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE
OTHER PERSON INTENDED TO INSULT THEM. THIS HIGHLIGHTS THE SUBJECTIVE NATURE OF SOCIAL REALITY AND THE POWER OF
COLLECTIVE INTERPRETATIONS IN SHAPING SOCIAL OUTCOMES.

THe LEGACY AND ENDURING RELEVANCE OF CLASSICAL PERSPECTIVES

THE CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES—FUNCTIONALISM, CONFLICT THEORY, AND SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM—THOUGH
DEVELOPED IN DIFFERENT ERAS AND WITH DISTINCT EMPHASES, COLLECTIVELY PROVIDE AN INVALUABLE TOOLKIT FOR ANALYZING
THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN SOCIETIES. THEY HAVE NOT ONLY SHAPED THE DISCIPLINE OF SOCIOLOGY BUT CONTINUE TO OFFER
PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES, FROM GLOBALIZATION AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS TO INDIVIDUAL
IDENTITY AND INTERGROUP RELATIONS. W/HILE NEWER THEORETICAL APPROACHES HAVE EMERGED, THE FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS
AND ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORKS ESTABLISHED BY THESE EARLY THINKERS REMAIN INDISPENSABLE.

FUNCTIONALISM, WITH ITS EMPHASIS ON SOCIAL ORDER AND INTERDEPENDENCE, HELPS US UNDERSTAND THE STABILITY OF SOCIAL
INSTITUTIONS AND THE MECHANISMS THAT MAINTAIN SOCIETAL COHESION. CONFLICT THEORY, CONVERSELY, OFFERS A CRITICAL
PERSPECTIVE ON POWER, INEQUALITY, AND SOCIAL CHANGE, PROMPTING US TO QUESTION DOMINANT NARRATIVES AND EXAMINE
THE ROOTS OF SOCIAL INJUSTICE. SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM, ON THE OTHER HAND, BRINGS THE FOCUS DOWN TO THE MICRO-
LEVEL, ILLUMINATING HOW INDIVIDUALS CREATE MEANING, CONSTRUCT THEIR IDENTITIES, AND COLLABORATIVELY SHAPE SOCIAL
REALITY THROUGH EVERYDAY INTERACTIONS. EACH PERSPECTIVE OFFERS A UNIQUE AND COMPLEMENTARY LENS THROUGH WHICH
TO VIEW THE MULTIFACETED NATURE OF SOCIAL LIFE.

INTERPLAY AND SYNERGY OF PERSPECTIVES

[T IS IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE THAT THESE CLASSICAL PERSPECTIVES ARE NOT MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE BUT CAN OFTEN BE USED
IN CONJUNCTION TO PROVIDE A MORE COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL PHENOMENA. FOR INSTANCE, A FUNCTIONALIST
MIGHT ANALYZE THE ROLE OF EDUCATION IN MAINTAINING SOCIAL ORDER, WHILE A CONFLICT THEORIST COULD EXAMINE HOW
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS PERPETUATE SOCIAL INEQUALITY. A SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONIST MIGHT THEN EXPLORE HOW STUDENTS
AND TEACHERS NEGOTIATE MEANINGS AND CONSTRUCT THEIR IDENTITIES WITHIN THE CLASSROOM. THE COMBINED APPLICATION
OF THESE FRAMEWORKS ALLOWS FOR A RICHER AND MORE NUANCED EXPLORATION OF THE SOCIAL WORLD, BRIDGING MACRO-
AND MICRO-LEVEL ANALYSES.

CRITIQUES AND EvoLuTION oF CLASSICAL THOUGHT

\W/HILE UNDENIABLY INFLUENTIAL, THE CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES HAVE ALSO FACED SIGNIFICANT CRITIQUES.
FUNCTIONALISM HAS BEEN ACCUSED OF BEING OVERLY CONSERVATIVE, EMPHASIZING STABILITY AT THE EXPENSE OF SOCIAL
CHANGE AND DOWNPLAYING POWER IMBALANCES. CONFLICT THEORY, WHILE EFFECTIVE IN HIGHLIGHTING INEQUALITY, HAS
SOMETIMES BEEN CRITICIZED FOR ITS DETERMINISTIC VIEW AND FOR OVERLOOKING SOCIAL COHESION AND CONSENSUS. SYMBOLIC
INTERACTIONISM, WHILE INSIGHTFUL AT THE MICRO-LEVEL, HAS BEEN CHALLENGED FOR ITS LIMITED ABILITY TO EXPLAIN LARGE=
SCALE SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND HISTORICAL PROCESSES. DESPITE THESE CRITIQUES, EACH PERSPECTIVE HAS EVOLVED OVER
TIME, INCORPORATING NEW INSIGHTS AND ADDRESSING SOME OF ITS EARLIER LIMITATIONS, THEREBY DEMONSTRATING ITS
ENDURING VITALITY AND ADAPTABILITY.



APPLYING CLASSICAL FRAMEWORKS TODAY

THE ENDURING RELEVANCE OF CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES LIES IN THEIR ABILITY TO EQUIP US WITH THE
ANALYTICAL TOOLS TO DISSECT CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL CHALLENGES. W/HETHER EXAMINING THE IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY ON
SOCIAL INTERACTION, THE DYNAMICS OF POLITICAL POLARIZATION, OR THE PERSISTENT ISSUES OF POVERTY AND
DISCRIMINATION, THESE FOUNDATIONAL THEORIES PROVIDE A CRITICAL FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THE UNDERLYING
CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES. BY ENGAGING WITH THE FOUNDATIONAL IDEAS OF DURKHEIM, MARX, \X/EBER, AND MEAD, WE GAIN
A DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR THE INTRICATE TAPESTRY OF SOCIETY AND THE FORCES THAT SHAPE OUR INDIVIDUAL AND
COLLECTIVE LIVES, MAKING THEM ESSENTIAL FOR ANY CONTEMPORARY SOCIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS.

Q: WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FUNCTIONALISM AND CONFLICT
THEORY?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN THEIR CORE ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT SOCIAL ORDER. FUNCTIONALISM VIEWS SOCIETY AS A
HARMONIOUS SYSTEM WHERE DIFFERENT PARTS WORK TOGETHER FOR STABILITY AND CONSENSUS, AKIN TO A BIOLOGICAL
ORGANISM. CONFLICT THEORY, CONVERSELY, SEES SOCIETY AS AN ARENA OF INEQUALITY AND POWER STRUGGLES, WHERE
DOMINANT GROUPS EXPLOIT SUBORDINATE ONES, LEADING TO SOCIAL CHANGE THROUGH CONFLICT.

QI How DOES SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM EXPLAIN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SELF?

A: SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM, PARTICULARLY THROUGH THE WORK OF GEORGE HERBERT MEAD, EXPLAINS THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE SELF AS A SOCIAL PROCESS. |T ARGUES THAT THE SELF EMERGES FROM SOCIAL INTERACTION, WHERE INDIVIDUALS LEARN TO
TAKE THE ROLE OF THE OTHER, INTERNALIZE SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS, AND DEVELOP A SENSE OF “|” (SPONTANEOUS SELF) AND
“Me” (SOCIALIZED SELF) THROUGH COMMUNICATION AND THE USE OF SYMBOLS.

Q: WHAT IS THE CONCEPT OF “SOCIAL FACTS" IN DURKHEIM'S FUNCTIONALIST
PERSPECTIVE?

A: MILE DURKHEIM DEFINED “SOCIAL FACTS” AS WAYS OF ACTING, THINKING, AND FEELING THAT ARE EXTERNAL TO THE
INDIVIDUAL AND POSSESS COERCIVE POWER. | HESE ARE NOT INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL STATES BUT RATHER SOCIAL
PHENOMENA LIKE LAWS, CUSTOMS, AND MORAL CODES THAT EXERT INFLUENCE OVER INDIVIDUALS AND ARE CRUCIAL FOR
MAINTAINING SOCIAL ORDER AND SOLIDARITY.

QI ACCORDING TO CONFLICT THEORY ;, WHAT ROLE DO SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS PLAY?

A: IN CONFLICT THEORY, SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT, AND MEDIA ARE NOT SEEN AS NEUTRAL
ENTITIES SERVING THE COMMON GOOD. |NSTEAD, THEY ARE VIEWED AS MECHANISMS THAT PERPETUATE THE INTERESTS OF THE
DOMINANT CLASS, REINFORCING EXISTING POWER STRUCTURES, AND MAINTAINING SOCIAL INEQUALITY.

Q: WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF “SYMBOLS" IN SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM?

A: SYMBOLS ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM BECAUSE THEY ARE THE BASIS OF HUMAN COMMUNICATION AND
SOCIAL INTERACTION. SYMBOLS/ SUCH AS LANGUAGE, GESTURES, AND OBJECTS, CARRY SHARED MEANINGS THAT ALLOW
INDIVIDUALS TO UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER, COORDINATE ACTIONS, AND CONSTRUCT A COMMON SOCIAL REALITY. THEIR
MEANING IS NOT INHERENT BUT SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED.



QZ CAN CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES BE APPLIED TO UNDERSTANDING
MODERN SOCIAL MEDIAP

A: YES/ CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES ARE HIGHLY APPLICABLE TO UNDERSTANDING MODERN SOCIAL MEDIA.
FUNCTIONALISM CAN ANALYZE HOW SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS CONTRIBUTE TO SOCIAL INTEGRATION OR DISCONNECTION.
CONFLICT THEORY CAN EXAMINE POWER DYNAMICS, THE SPREAD OF MISINFORMATION, AND DIGITAL INEQUALITY. SYMBOLIC
INTERACTIONISM CAN ILLUMINATE HOW INDIVIDUALS CONSTRUCT THEIR ONLINE IDENTITIES, NEGOTIATE MEANINGS IN DIGITAL
SPACES, AND FORM SOCIAL BONDS THROUGH VIRTUAL INTERACTIONS.

Q: WHAT IS “FALSE CONSCIOUSNESS” AS DESCRIBED BY KARL MARX?

A: FALSE CONSCIOUSNESS, IN MARXIST CONFLICT THEORY, REFERS TO A STATE WHERE THE SUBORDINATE CLASS IS UNAW ARE
OF ITS EXPLOITATION AND THE TRUE NATURE OF ITS OPPRESSION. |T OCCURS WHEN THE WORKING CLASS INTERNALIZES THE
DOMINANT IDEOLOGY OF THE RULING CLASS, WHICH MAY PRESENT INEQUALITY AS NATURAL OR JUST, THUS HINDERING THEIR
ABILITY TO RECOGNIZE THEIR SHARED INTERESTS AND MOBILIZE FOR REVOLUTION.

Q: How poEes HERBERT SPENCER'S IDEA OF “SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST” RELATE TO
FUNCTIONALISM?

A: HERBERT SPENCER/ AN EARLY PROPONENT OF FUNCTIONALISM, APPLIED EVOLUTIONARY CONCEPTS TO SOCIETY, SUGGESTING
THAT SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND PRACTICES THAT ARE “FITTEST” FOR SOCIETY WILL SURVIVE AND THRIVE, CONTRIBUTING TO
OVERALL SOCIAL PROGRESS. WHILE NOT DIRECTLY ADVOCATING FOR LAISSEZ-FAIRE POLICIES IN THE WAY DARWIN'S IDEAS ARE
SOMETIMES MISCONSTRUED, THIS PERSPECTIVE EMPHASIZES THE ADAPTIVE AND FUNCTIONAL ROLE OF VARIOUS SOCIETAL
ELEMENTS IN MAINTAINING STABILITY AND PROMOTING EVOLUTION.
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