CLASS AND SOCIETY COLLEGE

CLASS AND SOCIETY COLLEGE IS A COMPLEX AND MULTIFACETED RELATIONSHIP THAT SHAPES EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES,
CAREER TRAJECTORIES, AND SOCIETAL MOBILITY. (UNDERSTANDING THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS AND THE
COLLEGIATE ENVIRONMENT IS CRUCIAL FOR APPRECIATING THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FACED BY STUDENTS FROM
DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO HOW CLASS STRUCTURES INFLUENCE COLLEGE ADMISSIONS, CAMPUS LIFE,
ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE, AND THE LONG~TERM OUTCOMES OF HIGHER EDUCATION, EXPLORING BOTH THE SYSTEMIC BARRIERS AND
THE TRANSFORMATIVE POTENTIAL OF THE COLLEGE EXPERIENCE. W/E WILL EXAMINE THE SUBTLE AND OVERT WAYS SOCIAL
CLASS MANIFESTS WITHIN HIGHER EDUCATION, IMPACTING EVERYTHING FROM FINANCIAL AID TO SOCIAL INTEGRATION AND
ULTIMATELY, THE REALIZATION OF INDIVIDUAL POTENTIAL WITHIN THE BROADER SOCIETAL LANDSCAPE.
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THe ENDURING INFLUENCE OF SocioecoNoMIC CLASS ON HIGHER EDUCATION
ACCESS

THE JOURNEY TO COLLEGE BEGINS LONG BEFORE APPLICATION SUBMISSION, DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE SOCIOECONOMIC
CIRCUMSTANCES OF A STUDENT'S UPBRINGING. ACCESS TO QUALITY PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION, ROBUST
EXTRACURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES, AND COMPREHENSIVE COLLEGE PREPARATORY RESOURCES ARE OFTEN STRATIFIED BY CLASS.
FAMILIES WITH GREATER FINANCIAL MEANS CAN AFFORD BETTER SCHOOLS, PRIVATE TUTORING, STANDARDIZED TEST
PREPARATION COURSES, AND PERSONALIZED COLLEGE COUNSELING, GIVING THEIR CHILDREN A DISTINCT ADVANTAGE IN THE
COMPETITIVE ADMISSIONS PROCESS. THIS INITIAL DISPARITY SETS A FOUNDATIONAL UNEQUAL PLAYING FIELD, WHERE FINANCIAL
CAPITAL DIRECTLY TRANSLATES INTO EDUCATIONAL CAPITAL.

FURTHERMORE, THE PERCEPTION AND ASPIRATION TOWARDS HIGHER EDUCATION CAN BE INFLUENCED BY CLASS. STUDENTS FROM
LOWER SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS MAY FACE GREATER PRESSURE TO ENTER THE \WORKFORCE IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIGH
SCHOOL TO CONTRIBUTE TO FAMILY INCOME, OR THEY MAY LACK THE GENERATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND SOCIAL NETWORKS THAT
ENCOURAGE COLLEGE ENROLLMENT. THE SHEER COST OF HIGHER EDUCATION, EVEN WITH FINANCIAL AID, REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT
BARRIER. UNDERSTANDING THE INTRICACIES OF FINANCIAL AID APPLICATIONS, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND LOAN OPTIONS CAN BE A
COMPLEX HURDLE THAT DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTS THOSE WITHOUT PRIOR EXPERIENCE OR FAMILIAL GUIDANCE IN
NAVIGATING SUCH SYSTEMS.

THe RoLE oF FINANCIAL AID AND AFFORDABILITY

FINANCIAL AID PACKAGES, INCLUDING GRANTS, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND LOANS, ARE OSTENSIBLY DESIGNED TO LEVEL THE PLAYING
FIELD. HO\X/EVER, THE COMPLEXITY OF APPLICATION PROCESSES, THE VARYING LEVELS OF NEED-BASED AND MERIT-BASED AID,
AND THE INCREASING RELIANCE ON STUDENT LOANS CAN STILL CREATE SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL BURDENS. STUDENTS FROM LOW -
INCOME FAMILIES OFTEN TAKE ON SUBSTANTIAL DEBT, WHICH CAN IMPACT THEIR POST-GRADUATION CHOICES, SUCH AS
PURSUING GRADUATE STUDIES OR ENTERING LOWER-PAYING BUT SOCIALLY IMPACTFUL PROFESSIONS. THE PRESSURE TO REPAY
LOANS CAN OUTWEIGH THE PURSUIT OF ACADEMIC INTERESTS OR CAREER FULFILLMENT , DEMONSTRATING A CLEAR LINK BET\WEEN
CLASS AND POST-COLLEGE DECISION-MAKING.



ADMISSIONS POLICIES AND SOCIOECONOMIC DIVERSITY

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES GRAPPLE WITH THE CHALLENGE OF FOSTERING SOCIOECONOMIC DIVERSITY WITHIN THEIR STUDENT
BODIES. ADMISSIONS POLICIES OFTEN CONSIDER A RANGE OF FACTORS BEYOND ACADEMIC METRICS, INCLUDING ESSAYS,
RECOMMENDATIONS, AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. HO\X/EVER/ THE INTERPRETATION AND WEIGHTING OF THESE FACTORS
CAN INADVERTENTLY FAVOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE HAD MORE PRIVILEGED OPPORTUNITIES. EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION OR HOLISTIC REVIEW PROCESSES AIM TO COUNTERACT THIS, BUT THE DEBATE SURROUNDING THEIR EFFECTIVENESS AND
LEGALITY PERSISTS, HIGHLIGHTING THE ONGOING TENSION BETWEEN MERITOCRACY AND EQUITY IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS.

NAVIGATING THE CoLLEGE CAMPUS: SociAL DyNaMics AND CLASS IDENTITY

ONCE ADMITTED, STUDENTS BRING THEIR CLASS BACKGROUNDS WITH THEM INTO THE COLLEGE ENVIRONMENT, WHERE SOCIAL
INTERACTIONS, CAMPUS CULTURE, AND BELONGING ARE DEEPLY INFLUENCED BY SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS. THE “HIDDEN
CURRICULUM” OF COLLEGE OFTEN ASSUMES A CERTAIN LEVEL OF CULTURAL CAPITAL AND FINANCIAL FREEDOM THAT MAY NOT BE
SHARED BY ALL STUDENTS. THIS CAN MANIFEST IN SUBTLE WAYS, FROM UNDERSTANDING UNSPOKEN SOCIAL NORMS AND
ETIQUETTE TO PARTICIPATING IN EXPENSIVE EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES OR SIMPLY AFFORDING TO SOCIALIZE IN CERTAIN
SETTINGS.

THE CAMPUS EXPERIENCE CAN BE A SITE OF BOTH PROFOUND INTEGRATION AND STARK SOCIAL DIVISION. STUDENTS FROM
DIFFERENT SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS MAY GRAVITATE TOWARDS DIFFERENT SOCIAL CIRCLES, INFLUENCED BY SHARED
EXPERIENCES, INTERESTS, AND THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO THEM. THIS CAN LEAD TO FEELINGS OF ISOLATION OR ALIENATION
FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT FIT THE DOMINANT SOCIAL MOLD, IMPACTING THEIR OVERALL COLLEGE ADJUSTMENT AND WELL-BEING.

SoclAL CAPITAL AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

COLLEGE CAMPUSES ARE FERTILE GROUND FOR DEVELOPING SOCIAL CAPITAL, THE VALUE DERIVED FROM SOCIAL NET\WORKS.
STUDENTS FROM MORE AFFLUENT BACKGROUNDS OFTEN ARRIVE WITH PRE-EXISTING NETWORKS THAT CAN BE LEVERAGED FOR
INTERNSHIPS, CAREER ADVICE, AND SOCIAL CONNECTIONS. UNIVERSITIES THEMSELVES OFFER OPPORTUNITIES FOR NETWORKING
THROUGH ALUMNI EVENTS, CAREER SERVICES, AND FACULTY INTERACTIONS. HO\X/EVER, THE EXTENT TO WHICH ALL STUDENTS
CAN EQUALLY ACCESS AND BENEFIT FROM THESE OPPORTUNITIES IS OFTEN DICTATED BY THEIR SOCIAL CLASS AND THE
RESOURCES THEY CAN BRING TO BEAR.

STUDENT LIFE AND EXTRACURRICULAR ENGAGEMENT

PARTICIPATION IN STUDENT CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND SOCIAL EVENTS CAN BE A VITAL PART OF THE COLLEGE EXPERIENCE,
FOSTERING PERSONAL GROWTH AND COMMUNITY BUILDING. HO\X/EVER/ MANY OF THESE ACTIVITIES COME WITH ASSOCIATED
COSTS, SUCH AS MEMBERSHIP FEES, TRAVEL EXPENSES, OR THE NEED FOR SPECIFIC ATTIRE. STUDENTS FROM LOWER
SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS MAY BE UNABLE TO PARTICIPATE FULLY, OR AT ALL, IN THESE ACTIVITIES DUE TO FINANCIAL
CONSTRAINTS. THIS CAN LIMIT THEIR ABILITY TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP SKILLS, BUILD FRIENDSHIPS, AND FEEL FULLY INTEGRATED
INTO CAMPUS LIFE, CREATING A SUBTLE FORM OF EXCLUSION.

AcADEMIC PERFORMANCE AND CLASS-BASED DisPARITIES IN COLLEGE

THE LINK BETWEEN SOCIOECONOMIC CLASS AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IN COLLEGE IS A PERSISTENT AREA OF CONCERN. W/HILE
INDIVIDUAL EFFORT AND APTITUDE PLAY SIGNIFICANT ROLES, BROADER SOCIETAL FACTORS ROOTED IN CLASS CAN INFLUENCE A
STUDENT’S ABILITY TO SUCCEED ACADEMICALLY. THESE FACTORS CAN INCLUDE PRIOR EDUCATIONAL PREPARATION, FINANCIAL
STABILITY, ACCESS TO ACADEMIC SUPPORT RESOURCES, AND EVEN PSYCHOLOGICAL WELL-BEING.



STUDENTS FROM DISADVANTAGED BACKGROUNDS MAY STRUGGLE WITH THE TRANSITION TO COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSEWORK DUE
TO GAPS IN THEIR K- 12 EDUCATION. THEY MIGHT ALSO FACE ADDITIONAL PRESSURES OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM, SUCH AS THE
NEED TO WORK PART-TIME JOBS, CARE FOR FAMILY MEMBERS, OR DEAL WITH FOOD AND HOUSING INSECURITY, ALL OF WHICH CAN
DETRACT FROM THEIR ABILITY TO FOCUS ON THEIR STUDIES.

PREPAREDNESS AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT

THE DISPARITY IN PREPAREDNESS BETWEEN STUDENTS FROM DIFFERENT SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS IS A SIGNIFICANT
PREDICTOR OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS. THOSE WHO ATTENDED UNDER-RESOURCED SCHOOLS MAY LACK THE FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE AND STUDY SKILLS NECESSARY TO THRIVE IN A RIGOROUS COLLEGE CURRICULUM. W/HILE COLLEGES OFFER ACADEMIC
SUPPORT SERVICES LIKE TUTORING AND WRITING CENTERS, THE UTILIZATION OF THESE RESOURCES CAN BE INFLUENCED BY

AW ARENESS, STIGMA, AND THE TIME COMMITMENT REQUIRED, WHICH MAY BE A LUXURY SOME STUDENTS CANNOT AFFORD.

THe IMPACT oOF FINANCIAL STRESS ON LEARNING

FINANCIAL STRESS IS A PERVASIVE ISSUE FOR MANY COLLEGE STUDENTS, PARTICULARLY THOSE FROM LOWER~INCOME
HOUSEHOLDS. W/ ORRYING ABOUT TUITION, HOUSING, FOOD, AND OTHER LIVING EXPENSES CAN CREATE SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE
LOAD, IMPACTING CONCENTRATION, MEMORY, AND OVERALL ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE. THE CONSTANT ANXIETY ASSOCIATED
WITH FINANCIAL INSECURITY CAN CREATE A BARRIER TO LEARNING, HINDERING A STUDENT'S ABILITY TO ENGAGE FULLY WITH
THEIR COURSEWORK AND REACH THEIR ACADEMIC POTENTIAL.

BeyonND GRADUATION: CLASS, CREDENTIALS, AND CAREER TRAJECTORIES

THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIOECONOMIC CLASS EXTENDS WELL BEYOND THE UNDERGRADUATE YEARS, SHAPING POST-GRADUATION
PATHWAYS AND CAREER TRAJECTORIES. THE COLLEGE DEGREE ITSELF ACTS AS A CREDENTIAL, BUT THE NETWORK, EXPERIENCES,
AND FINANCIAL CAPITAL ACCUMULATED DURING COLLEGE CAN SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE HOW THAT CREDENTIAL IS LEVERAGED IN
THE JOB MARKET.

GRADUATES FROM MORE PRIVILEGED BACKGROUNDS OFTEN HAVE ACCESS TO MORE ROBUST INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, OFTEN
UNPAID OR LOW-PAID, THAT PROVIDE VALUABLE EXPERIENCE AND CONNECTIONS. THESE EXPERIENCES ARE CRUCIAL FOR SECURING
HIGHLY COMPETITIVE ENTRY-LEVEL POSITIONS. FURTHERMORE, THE ABILITY TO PURSUE UNPAID INTERNSHIPS OR TO RELOCATE
FOR A JOB WITHOUT IMMEDIATE FINANCIAL PRESSURE IS A PRIVILEGE NOT AFFORDED TO ALL.

INTERNSHIPS AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

INTERNSHIPS ARE INCREASINGLY SEEN AS A GATEWAY TO POST-GRADUATION EMPLOYMENT. HO\X/EVER, MANY INTERNSHIPS,
ESPECIALLY THOSE AT PRESTIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS, ARE UNPAID OR OFFER STIPENDS THAT DO NOT COVER LIVING EXPENSES.
THIS CREATES A SIGNIFICANT BARRIER FOR STUDENTS FROM LOW-INCOME FAMILIES WHO CANNOT AFFORD TO WORK FOR FREE.
CONSEQUENTLY/ THESE STUDENTS MAY MISS OUT ON CRUCIAL CAREER-BUILDING EXPERIENCES, PUTTING THEM AT A
DISADVANTAGE IN THE JOB MARKET COMPARED TO THEIR MORE AFFLUENT PEERS WHO CAN AFFORD TO TAKE ON THESE ROLES.

THE GRADUATE ScHooL PIPELINE

FOR STUDENTS ASPIRING TO ADVANCED DEGREES OR CAREERS REQUIRING GRADUATE EDUCATION, SOCIOECONOMIC CLASS CAN
AGAIN PLAY A PIVOTAL ROLE. THE COST OF GRADUATE SCHOOL, STANDARDIZED TESTS LIKE THE GRE or LSAT, AND THE TIME
COMMITMENT REQUIRED FOR EXTENSIVE STUDY CAN BE PROHIBITIVE FOR MANY. FURTHERMORE, THE ABILITY TO PURSUE RESEARCH



OPPORTUNITIES OR TO TAKE TIME OFF WORK FOR GRADUATE STUDIES IS OFTEN DEPENDENT ON FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND
FAMILIAL SUPPORT, PERPETUATING CLASS-BASED ADVANTAGES IN HIGHLY SPECIALIZED PROFESSIONS.

THE EvoLVING LANDSCAPE OoF CLASS AND SOCIETY IN MoDERN COLLEGES

THE DIALOGUE SURROUNDING CLASS AND SOCIETY IN COLLEGES IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY PROMINENT. UNIVERSITIES ARE MORE
AWARE THAN EVER OF THE NEED TO ADDRESS SOCIOECONOMIC DISPARITIES AND CREATE MORE INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENTS. THIS
AW ARENESS IS DRIVEN BY RESEARCH, STUDENT ADVOCACY, AND A GROWING UNDERSTANDING OF THE SOCIETAL BENEFITS OF A
DIVERSE STUDENT BODY.

INNOVATIONS IN FINANCIAL AID, OUTREACH PROGRAMS TARGETING UNDERREPRESENTED COMMUNITIES, AND INITIATIVES TO
SUPPORT FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE BECOMING MORE COMMON. HO\)VE\/ER, THE DEEPLY INGRAINED NATURE OF
SOCIOECONOMIC INEQUALITY MEANS THAT THESE EFFORTS, WHILE IMPORTANT, OFTEN REPRESENT INCREMENTAL PROGRESS
RATHER THAN A COMPLETE OVERHAUL OF THE SYSTEM.

FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENTS' EXPERIENCES

FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENTS, THOSE WHOSE PARENTS DID NOT COMPLETE A FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE, OFTEN FACE
UNIQUE CHALLENGES. THEY MAY LACK THE FAMILIAL GUIDANCE ON NAVIGATING COLLEGE LIFE, ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS, AND
CAREER PLANNING THAT THEIR PEERS WITH COLLEGE-EDUCATED PARENTS POSSESS. UNIVERSITIES ARE DEVELOPING SPECIFIC
SUPPORT PROGRAMS, SUCH AS MENTORING, ACADEMIC ADVISING, AND SOCIAL INTEGRATION ACTIVITIES, TO HELP THESE
STUDENTS SUCCEED AND FEEL A SENSE OF BELONGING.

AFFORDABILITY INITIATIVES AND ACCESS PROGRAMS

MANY INSTITUTIONS ARE IMPLEMENTING MORE ROBUST AFFORDABILITY INITIATIVES, INCLUDING TUITION-FREE PROGRAMS FOR
LOW-INCOME STUDENTS, INCREASED INSTITUTIONAL AID, AND STREAMLINED FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION PROCESSES. ACCESS
PROGRAMS, OFTEN OPERATING BEFORE COLLEGE ENROLLMENT, AIM TO IDENTIFY AND SUPPORT PROMISING STUDENTS FROM
DISADVANTAGED BACKGROUNDS, GUIDING THEM THROUGH THE APPLICATION PROCESS AND PREPARING THEM FOR THE RIGORS OF
HIGHER EDUCATION.

ADDRESSING CLASS INEQUALITY IN HIGHER EDUCATION

TACKLING CLASS INEQUALITY IN HIGHER EDUCATION REQUIRES A MULTI-PRONGED APPROACH, INVOLVING POLICY CHANGES,
INSTITUTIONAL REFORMS, AND A SOCIETAL SHIFT IN HOW WE VALUE AND SUPPORT EDUCATIONAL ACCESS. |T MEANS NOT ONLY
OPENING THE DOORS OF HIGHER EDUCATION BUT ALSO ENSURING THAT ALL STUDENTS HAVE THE RESOURCES AND SUPPORT
SYSTEMS TO THRIVE ONCE THEY ARE INSIDE.

THIS INCLUDES EXAMINING AND REFORMING ADMISSIONS PRACTICES TO BE MORE EQUITABLE, ENSURING THAT FINANCIAL AID
TRULY COVERS THE COST OF ATTENDANCE WITHOUT NECESSITATING CRIPPLING DEBT, AND FOSTERING CAMPUS ENVIRONMENTS
THAT ARE WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE FOR STUDENTS OF ALL SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS. FURTHERMORE, INVESTING IN
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND K- 12 REFORM IS CRUCIAL TO ENSURE THAT THE FOUNDATIONAL EDUCATIONAL DISPARITIES
ARE ADDRESSED LONG BEFORE STUDENTS REACH COLLEGE AGE.



PoLicy INTERVENTIONS AND SYSTEMIC CHANGE

POLICY INTERVENTIONS AT THE FEDERAL AND STATE LEVELS, SUCH AS INCREASED FUNDING FOR PELL GRANTS, STUDENT LOAN
FORGIVENESS PROGRAMS, AND INVESTMENTS IN PUBLIC EDUCATION, ARE CRITICAL. INSTITUTIONS MUST ALSO CONSIDER
SYSTEMIC CHANGES TO THEIR ADMISSIONS AND FINANCIAL AID POLICIES TO ACTIVELY PROMOTE SOCIOECONOMIC DIVERSITY.
THIS COULD INVOLVE RETHINKING LEGACY ADMISSIONS, PRIORITIZING NEED-BLIND ADMISSIONS, AND ENSURING TRANSPARENCY IN
FINANCIAL AID CALCULATIONS.

CuLTIVATING INcLUsIVE CAMPUS CULTURES

CREATING GENUINELY INCLUSIVE CAMPUS CULTURES REQUIRES INTENTIONAL EFFORT. THIS INVOLVES PROVIDING ROBUST
SUPPORT SERVICES FOR STUDENTS FACING FINANCIAL HARDSHIP, MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES, OR ACADEMIC DIFFICULTIES. IT
ALSO MEANS FOSTERING DIALOGUE AND AW ARENESS ABOUT CLASS ISSUES AMONG STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND STAFF, AND
ACTIVELY CHALLENGING CLASS-BASED STEREOTYPES AND BIASES THAT MAY EXIST WITHIN THE ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL FABRIC
OF THE UNIVERSITY.

FAQ

Q: How DOES A STUDENT'S SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUND IMPACT THEIR CHOICE OF
COLLEGE MAJOR?

A: A STUDENT’S SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUND CAN SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE THEIR CHOICE OF COLLEGE MAJOR. STUDENTS
FROM LOWER SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS MAY FEEL PRESSURED TO CHOOSE MAJORS THAT ARE PERCEIVED TO LEAD TO
HIGHER-PAYING, MORE STABLE JOBS, EVEN IF THOSE FIELDS DO NOT ALIGN WITH THEIR TRUE INTERESTS OR TALENTS.
CONVERSELY, STUDENTS FROM MORE AFFLUENT BACKGROUNDS MAY HAVE THE FINANCIAL FREEDOM AND FAMILIAL SUPPORT TO
PURSUE MAJORS IN FIELDS WITH LOWER EARNING POTENTIAL BUT HIGHER PERSONAL OR SOCIETAL FULFILLMENT, SUCH AS THE
ARTS, HUMANITIES, OR SOCIAL SCIENCES. THE COST OF CERTAIN SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS, SUCH AS THOSE REQUIRING EXPENSIVE
LAB EQUIPMENT OR EXTENSIVE POSTGRADUATE TRAINING, CAN ALSO BE A DETERMINING FACTOR.

QI WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON CHALLENGES FACED BY FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE
STUDENTS RELATED TO CLASS?

A: FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENTS OFTEN GRAPPLE WITH SEVERAL CLASS-RELATED CHALLENGES. THESE CAN INCLUDE A
LACK OF FAMILIAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF HIGHER EDUCATION, SUCH AS UNDERSTANDING
FINANCIAL AID, ACADEMIC ADVISING, AND CAMPUS RESOURCES. THEY MAY ALSO EXPERIENCE IMPOSTER SYNDROME, FEELING OUT
OF PLACE OR LESS QUALIFIED THAN THEIR PEERS. ADDITIONALLY, FIRST-GENERATION STUDENTS MIGHT FACE GREATER FINANCIAL
PRESSURES, NEEDING TO WORK MORE HOURS OR CONTRIBUTE TO FAMILY EXPENSES, WHICH CAN DETRACT FROM THEIR ACADEMIC
FOCUS. SOCIAL INTEGRATION CAN ALSO BE DIFFICULT, AS THEY MAY NOT SHARE THE SAME CULTURAL CAPITAL OR SOCIAL
EXPERIENCES AS THEIR MORE AFFLUENT CLASSMATES.

Q: HOwW CAN COLLEGES BETTER SUPPORT STUDENTS FROM LOW-INCOME
BACKGROUNDS?

A: COLLEGES CAN BETTER SUPPORT STUDENTS FROM LOW-INCOME BACKGROUNDS THROUGH A VARIETY OF MEASURES. THIS
INCLUDES OFFERING COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL AID PACKAGES THAT COVER NOT JUST TUITION BUT ALSO LIVING EXPENSES,
BOOKS, AND TECHNOLOGY. ESTABLISHING ROBUST MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS, PEER SUPPORT NETWORKS, AND DEDICATED
ACADEMIC ADVISING CAN HELP THESE STUDENTS NAVIGATE ACADEMIC CHALLENGES. PROVIDING ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE OR FREE
ON-CAMPUS RESOURCES LIKE FOOD PANTRIES, EMERGENCY AID FUNDS, AND CAREER SERVICES THAT FOCUS ON INCLUSIVE JOB
PLACEMENT CAN ALSO MAKE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE. ADDITIONALLY/ ACTIVELY WORKING TO REDUCE STIGMA AROUND SEEKING



HELP AND PROMOTING A SENSE OF BELONGING ARE CRUCIAL.

Q: WHAT IS THE ROLE OF SOCIAL CLASS IN NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN
COLLEGE?

A: SOCIAL CLASS PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE TO COLLEGE STUDENTS.
STUDENTS FROM MORE PRIVILEGED BACKGROUNDS OFTEN ENTER COLLEGE WITH ESTABLISHED SOCIAL NETWORKS OR HAVE
ACCESS TO RESOURCES THAT FACILITATE NETWORKING, SUCH AS CONNECTIONS THROUGH FAMILY OR EXPENSIVE
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. COLLEGES THEMSELVES CAN OFFER NET\WORKING EVENTS, BUT STUDENTS FROM LOWER
SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS MAY LACK THE ATTIRE, TRANSPORTATION, OR SOCIAL CONFIDENCE TO FULLY PARTICIPATE OR
MAY HAVE COMPETING DEMANDS ON THEIR TIME DUE TO WORK OR FAMILY OBLIGATIONS. THIS CAN LEAD TO DISPARITIES IN
ACCESS TO INTERNSHIPS, MENTORSHIPS, AND ULTIMATELY, CAREER OPPORTUNITIES.

Q: How DO CULTURAL CAPITAL AND CLASS INTERSECT IN THE COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
PROCESS?

A: CULTURAL CAPITAL, WHICH REFERS TO THE NON-FINANCIAL SOCIAL ASSETS THAT PROMOTE SOCIAL MOBILITY BEYOND
ECONOMIC MEANS, INTERSECTS WITH CLASS IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS. COLLEGES OFTEN LOOK FOR QUALITIES LIKE LEADERSHIP,
COMMUNICATION SKILLS, AND A BROAD RANGE OF EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. STUDENTS FROM HIGHER SOCIOECONOMIC
BACKGROUNDS ARE MORE LIKELY TO HAVE HAD OPPORTUNITIES TO DEVELOP THESE FORMS OF CULTURAL CAPITAL THROUGH
ELITE PRIVATE SCHOOLS, EXPENSIVE HOBBIES, EXTENSIVE TRAVEL, OR PRIVATE TUTORING. ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES MAY
UNINTENTIONALLY INTERPRET THESE AS INDICATORS OF INHERENT TALENT RATHER THAN AS PRODUCTS OF PRIVILEGE, LEADING TO
A BIAS THAT FAVORS STUDENTS FROM MORE ADVANTAGED BACKGROUNDS.

Q: WHAT ARE THE LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES OF CLASS-BASED DISPARITIES IN HIGHER
EDUCATION?

A: THE LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES OF CLASS-BASED DISPARITIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION ARE SIGNIFICANT AND CAN PERPETUATE
INTERGENERATIONAL CYCLES OF INEQUALITY. GRADUATES FROM LESS PRIVILEGED BACKGROUNDS OFTEN FACE HIGHER LEVELS OF
STUDENT DEBT, WHICH CAN DELAY MAJOR LIFE DECISIONS LIKE BUYING A HOME OR STARTING A FAMILY. THEY MAY ALSO BE MORE
LIKELY TO ENTER LOWER~PAYING PROFESSIONS OR FACE CHALLENGES IN ADVANCING IN THEIR CAREERS COMPARED TO THEIR MORE
AFFLUENT PEERS, EVEN WITH SIMILAR ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS. THIS CAN LEAD TO A WIDENING WEALTH GAP AND LIMIT

UP\W ARD SOCIAL MOBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR DESCENDANTS.

Q: How DOES THE PERCEPTION OF A COLLEGE AS “ELITE” OR “LESS SELECTIVE” RELATE
TO SOCIOECONOMIC CLASS?

A: THE PERCEPTION OF A COLLEGE AS “ELITE” OR “LESS SELECTIVE” IS OFTEN CLOSELY TIED TO SOCIOECONOMIC CLASS.
HIGHLY SELECTIVE INSTITUTIONS TEND TO ENROLL A DISPROPORTIONATELY HIGH PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS FROM AFFLUENT
BACKGROUNDS, PARTLY DUE TO THE COST OF TUITION AND THE ADVANTAGES IN THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS ENJOYED BY
WEALTHIER APPLICANTS. THESE INSTITUTIONS OFTEN HAVE EXTENSIVE ALUMNI NETWORKS AND RESOURCES THAT CAN FURTHER
BENEFIT THEIR GRADUATES. CONVERSELY, LESS SELECTIVE INSTITUTIONS MAY SERVE A MORE DIVERSE SOCIOECONOMIC
POPULATION, BUT THEY MAY ALSO FACE CHALLENGES WITH FUNDING AND RESOURCES, POTENTIALLY IMPACTING THE STUDENT
EXPERIENCE AND OUTCOMES.

QZ WHAT ARE THE ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR COLLEGES REGARDING
SOCIOECONOMIC DIVERSITY?

A: COLLEGES FACE SIGNIFICANT ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING SOCIOECONOMIC DIVERSITY. THEY HAVE AN ETHICAL
RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, REGARDLESS OF A STUDENT'S FINANCIAL BACKGROUND. THIS
INCLUDES ENSURING THAT ADMISSIONS PROCESSES ARE FAIR AND DO NOT UNDULY FAVOR WEALTHIER APPLICANTS AND THAT
FINANCIAL AID IS SUFFICIENT TO MAKE ATTENDANCE TRULY ACCESSIBLE. FURTHERMORE, INSTITUTIONS MUST CONSIDER THEIR



ROLE IN PERPETUATING OR MITIGATING SOCIETAL INEQUALITIES AND STRIVE TO CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE ALL STUDENTS
CAN THRIVE AND ACHIEVE THEIR FULL POTENTIAL. THE PURSUIT OF A DIVERSE STUDENT BODY IS NOT JUST ABOUT
REPRESENTATION BUT ABOUT FOSTERING A MORE EQUITABLE AND JUST SOCIETY.
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