CIVIL WAR SIEGES ATLANTA

THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN: A TURNING PoINT IN CiviL W AR SIEGES

CIVIL WAR SIEGES ATLANTA REPRESENT A PIVOTAL AND OFTEN BRUTAL CHAPTER IN AMERICAN HISTORY, MARKING A STRATEGIC
TURNING POINT IN THE CIvIL W AR. THE UNION'S RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF THIS VITAL SOUTHERN CITY, A HUB FOR
CONFEDERATE LOGISTICS AND INDUSTRY, CULMINATED IN A SERIES OF MILITARY MANEUVERS AND ENGAGEMENTS THAT
FUNDAMENTALLY RESHAPED THE CONFLICT'S TRAJECTORY. UNDERSTANDING THE SIEGES AND CAMPAIGNS AROUND ATLANTA
OFFERS PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO MILITARY STRATEGY, THE HUMAN COST OF WAR, AND THE EVENTUAL UNION VICTORY. THIS
EXPLORATION DELVES INTO THE COMPLEX MILITARY OPERATIONS, THE KEY FIGURES INVOLVED, THE DEVASTATING IMPACT ON
THE CITY AND ITS INHABITANTS, AND THE LASTING HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE CRITICAL EVENTS.
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THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF ATLANTA

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WAS FAR MORE THAN JUST ANOTHER SOUTHERN CITY; IT WAS THE INDUSTRIAL AND TRANSPORTATION
HEART OF THE CONFEDERACY. |TS STRATEGIC VALUE CANNOT BE OVERSTATED. BY THE SPRING OF 1864, THE CONFEDERACY
WAS INCREASINGLY BELEAGUERED. ATLANTA SERVED AS A CRUCIAL RAILROAD JUNCTION, CONNECTING VITAL SUPPLY LINES
FROM THE DEEP SOUTH TO THE ARMIES FIGHTING IN VIRGINIA AND TENNESSEE. T WAS A CENTER FOR MANUFACTURING WAR
MATERIALS, INCLUDING MUNITIONS, CLOTHING, AND MACHINERY. |TS CAPTURE WOULD SEVER THESE LIFELINES, CRIPPLE
CONFEDERATE LOGISTICS, AND DELIVER A DEVASTATING BLOW TO SOUTHERN MORALE.

THE CITY’S INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY INCLUDED FOUNDRIES, ARMORIES, AND TEXTILE MILLS, ALL WORKING TIRELESSLY TO SUPPORT
THE CONFEDERATE W AR EFFORT. FURTHERMORE, ATLANTA WAS A SIGNIFICANT TRANSPORTATION NEXUS, WITH MULTIPLE
RAILROAD LINES CONVERGING THERE. CONTROL OF THESE LINES MEANT CONTROL OVER THE MOVEMENT OF TROOPS, SUPPLIES,
AND INFORMATION. CONSEQUENTLY, UNION COMMANDERS RECOGNIZED THAT TAKING ATLANTA WOULD BE A STRATEGIC
MASTERSTROKE, EFFECTIVELY STRANGLING THE CONFEDERACY’'S ABILITY TO WAGE WAR.

UNioN OBJECTIVES AND CONFEDERATE DEFENSES

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE FOR THE UNION ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND, UNDER THE COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL W/ILLIAM
TECUMSEH SHERMAN, WAS TO CAPTURE ATLANTA. THIS OBJECTIVE WAS PART OF A LARGER UNION STRATEGY TO APPLY
SIMULTANEOUS PRESSURE ON MULTIPLE CONFEDERATE FRONTS, A CONCEPT KNOWN AS COORDINATED OFFENSIVES. SHERMAN'S
CAMPAIGN, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN, AIMED NOT ONLY TO SEIZE THE CITY BUT ALSO TO DESTROY ITS
INDUSTRIAL AND LOGISTICAL CAPABILITIES AND DEMORALIZE THE SOUTHERN POPULATION. THE GOAL WAS TO BREAK THE
CONFEDERACY'S WILL TO FIGHT.

CoNFEDERATE GENERAL JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON WAS TASKED WITH DEFENDING ATLANTA. INITIALLY, JOHNSTON EMPLOYED A
FABIAN STRATEGY, AVOIDING A DECISIVE, PITCHED BATTLE THAT COULD RESULT IN CATASTROPHIC LOSSES FOR HIS
OUTNUMBERED FORCES. INSTEAD, HE FOCUSED ON HARASSING AND DELAYING SHERMAN'S ADVANCE, UTILIZING THE RUGGED
TERRAIN OF NORTH GEORGIA TO HIS ADVANTAGE. HOWEVER, HIS DEFENSIVE STRATEGY WAS ULTIMATELY DEEMED TOO PASSIVE
BY CONFEDERATE PRESIDENT JEFFERSON DAVIS, LEADING TO HIS EVENTUAL REPLACEMENT BY GENERAL JOHN BELL Hoop.



THE ROLE OF FORTIFICATIONS

AS SHERMAN'S ARMY ADVANCED, CONFEDERATE FORCES WORKED FEVERISHLY TO ESTABLISH DEFENSIVE FORTIFICATIONS
AROUND ATLANTA. THESE DEFENSES WERE EXTENSIVE AND INGENIOUSLY DESIGNED, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF NATURAL
GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES AND INCORPORATING MAN-MADE EARTHWORKS, TRENCHES, AND ARTILLERY REDOUBTS. THE AIM WAS
TO CREATE AN UNASSAILABLE PERIMETER THAT WOULD REPEL ANY DIRECT UNION ASSAULT. THESE FORTIFICATIONS WERE A
TESTAMENT TO THE DESPERATE MEASURES THE CONFEDERACY WAS WILLING TO UNDERTAKE TO PROTECT THIS VITAL CITY.

THE DEFENSES CONSISTED OF MULTIPLE LINES, INCLUDING RIFLE PITS, ABATIS (OBSTACLES MADE OF FELLED TREES WITH
SHARPENED BRANCHES), AND STRATEGICALLY PLACED ARTILLERY BATTERIES. THESE FORTIFICATIONS WERE DESIGNED TO CHANNEL
UNION ATTACKS INTO KILL ZONES, MAXIMIZING CONFEDERATE FIREPOWER WHILE MINIMIZING THEIR OWN CASUALTIES. THE SHEER
SCALE OF THESE DEFENSES UNDERSCORED THE IMPORTANCE OF ATLANTA AND THE DETERMINATION OF ITS DEFENDERS.

Key CAMPAIGNS AND BATTLES LEADING TO ATLANTA

THE ROAD TO ATLANTA WAS PAVED WITH A SERIES OF HARD-FOUGHT BATTLES AND STRATEGIC MANEUVERS THROUGHOUT THE
SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER OF 1864. SHERMAN'S ARMY, A COMBINED FORCE OF AROUND 100,000 MEN, BEGAN ITS ADVANCE
FROM CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, IN MAY 1864. OPPOSING HIM WAS JOHNSTON'S ARMY OF TENNESSEE, SIGNIFICANTLY
OUTNUMBERED, INITIALLY NUMBERING AROUND 50,000 MeN.

SEVERAL KEY ENGAGEMENTS STAND OUT IN THIS RELENTLESS PUSH SOUTHWARD. THE BATTLE oF Resaca (May 13-15,
1864) WAS A FIERCE CONFRONTATION WHERE SHERMAN’S FLANKING MANEUVERS FORCED JOHNSTON TO WITHDRAW. THE
BATTLE ofF CassVILLE (MAY 19, 1864) SAW JOHNSTON ATTEMPTING TO SURPRISE SHERMAN BUT ULTIMATELY FAILING TO
EXECUTE HIS PLAN EFFECTIVELY. FOLLOWING THIS, THE BATTLE oF New Hopre CHurRcH (MAY 25-26, 1864) AND THE
BATTLE OF KENNESAW MOUNTAIN (JUNE 27, 1864) WERE PARTICULARLY BRUTAL. AT KENNESAW MOUNTAIN, SHERMAN
LAUNCHED A DIRECT ASSAULT AGAINST STRONG CONFEDERATE POSITIONS, RESULTING IN HEAVY UNION CASUALTIES AND A
TEMPORARY SETBACK FOR HIS ADVANCE, DEMONSTRATING THE TENACITY OF THE CONFEDERATE DEFENSE.

THE SHIFT IN CoNFEDERATE COMMAND

GENERAL JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON'S CAUTIOUS STRATEGY, WHILE PRESERVING HIS ARMY , FRUSTRATED CONFEDERATE LEADERSHIP.
PRESIDENT DAVIS, EAGER FOR A MORE AGGRESSIVE DEFENSE AND SEEING HIS ARMIES PUSHED BACK, REPLACED JOHNSTON WITH
GENERAL JOHN BELL Hoobp on JuLy 17, 1864, JUST AS SHERMAN WAS CLOSING IN ON ATLANTA. HOOD WAS KNOWN FOR HIS
BOLDNESS AND AGGRESSIVE TACTICS, A STARK CONTRAST TO JOHNSTON’'S DEFENSIVE POSTURE.

HooD’S OBJECTIVE WAS TO BREAK SHERMAN’S SIEGE THROUGH OFFENSIVE ACTION. HE LAUNCHED A SERIES OF DESPERATE
ASSAULTS AGAINST SHERMAN'S ARMY IN LATE JULY AND EARLY AUGUST, INCLUDING THE BATTLES OF PeacHTree Creek (JuLy
22,1864), ATLANTA (JuLy 22, 1864), AND JonessorouGH (AuGUST 3 1-SepTeMBER 1, 1864). THESE BATTLES, WHILE
OFTEN FIERCE, WERE COSTLY FOR HOOD’S ARMY, AND HIS ATTEMPTS TO DISLODGE SHERMAN FAILED, FURTHER ENTRENCHING THE
UNION FORCES AROUND THE CITY.

THE SIEGE OF ATLANTA

FOLLOWING HOOD'S FAILED OFFENSIVE ACTIONS, THE MILITARY SITUATION DEVOLVED INTO A SIEGE. SHERMAN METICULOUSLY
TIGHTENED HIS GRIP ON ATLANTA, CUTTING OFF ITS SUPPLY LINES AND BOMBARDING THE CITY. THE UNION ARMY EMPLOYED A
STRATEGY OF ATTRITION AND SIEGE WARFARE, SLOWLY BUT SURELY SQUEEZING THE LIFE OUT OF THE CONFEDERATE DEFENSES.
THIS PERIOD WAS CHARACTERIZED BY CONSTANT ARTILLERY DUELS, SKIRMISHES, AND THE GRADUAL REDUCTION OF
CONFEDERATE RESOURCES.



THE SIEGE WAS NOT A STATIC AFFAIR. SHERMAN’S FORCES WERE CONSTANTLY MANEUVERING, SEEKING TO EXPLOIT WEAKNESSES
IN THE CONFEDERATE PERIMETER AND TO SEVER THE REMAINING RAIL LINES THAT SUPPLIED THE CITY. THE CONFEDERATE
DEFENDERS, THOUGH OUTNUMBERED AND INCREASINGLY DESPERATE, FOUGHT VALIANTLY, BUT THE OVERWHELMING RESOURCES
AND PERSISTENT PRESSURE OF THE UNION ARMY BEGAN TO TAKE THEIR TOLL. FOOD AND AMMUNITION BECAME SCARCE FOR THE
BESIEGED CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS AND THE CIVILIAN POPULATION ALIKE.

THE EVACUATION AND BURNING OF ATLANTA

By LATE AuGusT 1864, IT BECAME CLEAR THAT ATLANTA COULD NO LONGER BE HELD. GENERAL HOOD MADE THE DIFFICULT
DECISION TO EVACUATE THE CITY, ORDERING THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL MILITARY SUPPLIES THAT COULD NOT BE CARRIED
AWAY. THIS INCLUDED VAST QUANTITIES OF AMMUNITION, RAILROAD ROLLING STOCK, AND OTHER WAR MATERIEL. ON THE
NIGHT OF SEPTEMBER 1-2, 1864, AS CONFEDERATE FORCES WITHDREW, A CATASTROPHIC FIRE SWEPT THROUGH ATLANTA,
CONSUMING MUCH OF THE CITY.

THE EXACT CAUSE OF THE WIDESPREAD CONFLAGRATION IS DEBATED, WITH SOME ACCOUNTS ATTRIBUTING IT TO ACCIDENTAL
IGNITION OF ABANDONED ORDNANCE STORES AND OTHERS TO DELIBERATE UNION ACTION DURING THE OCCUPATION. REGARDLESS
OF THE PRECISE ORIGIN, THE DESTRUCTION WAS IMMENSE, LEAVING ATLANTA IN RUINS. SHERMAN'S SUBSEQUENT ORDER FOR THE
EXPULSION OF CIVILIANS FROM ATLANTA FURTHER AMPLIFIED THE DEVASTATION AND THE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS THAT
FOLLOWED. HE REASONED THAT ATLANTA, NOW A MILITARY DEPOT, COULD NO LONGER BE SUSTAINED WITH ITS CIVILIAN
POPULATION PRESENT, AND THAT ITS RESOURCES WERE NEEDED FOR HIS ARMY'S CONTINUED OPERATIONS.

SHERMAN'S TACTICS AND THE FALL OF ATLANTA

SHERMAN'S CAMPAIGN LEADING TO AND INCLUDING THE SIEGE OF ATLANTA WAS A MASTERCLASS IN COORDINATED MILITARY
STRATEGY AND RELENTLESS PRESSURE. HIS PRIMARY TACTIC WAS TO AVOID COSTLY FRONTAL ASSAULTS WHENEVER POSSIBLE,
INSTEAD OPTING FOR FLANKING MANEUVERS THAT FORCED THE ENEMY TO RETREAT OR FIGHT ON UNFAVORABLE TERMS. HE
SKILLFULLY UTILIZED HIS SUPERIOR NUMBERS AND LOGISTICAL CAPABILITIES TO OUTMANEUVER AND ENVELOP CONFEDERATE
POSITIONS.

THE FALL OF ATLANTA ON SEPTEMBER 2, 1864, WAS A MONUMENTAL VICTORY FOR THE UNION. |T HAD IMMENSE STRATEGIC,
POLITICAL, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL RAMIFICATIONS. MILITARILY, IT CUT OFF A VITAL CONFEDERATE ARTERY. POLITICALLY, IT
BUOYED UNION MORALE AND SIGNIFICANTLY BOOSTED PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S CHANCES FOR RE-ELECTION IN NOVEMBER
1864. THE NEWS OF ATLANTA'S CAPTURE WAS WIDELY CELEBRATED IN THE NORTH, AND IT BECAME A SYMBOL OF IMPENDING
UNION VICTORY.

THe IMPACT oN THE CiviL W AR

THE CAPTURE OF ATLANTA HAD A PROFOUND AND LASTING IMPACT ON THE COURSE OF THE CIVIL W AR. |T EFFECTIVELY
CRIPPLED THE CONFEDERACY’'S ABILITY TO WAGE WAR ON A LARGE SCALE, SEVERING CRITICAL SUPPLY LINES AND DESTROYING
VITAL INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY. THE PSYCHOLOGICAL BLOW TO THE SOUTH WAS IMMENSE, CONTRIBUTING TO A DECLINE IN
MORALE AND A GROWING REALIZATION THAT THE WAR WAS LIKELY LOST.

For THE UNION, THE VICTORY WAS A MUCH-NEEDED MORALE BOOST. |T DEMONSTRATED THAT THE WAR COULD BE WON AND
THAT SHERMAN'S STRATEGY OF TOTAL WAR, TARGETING BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN INFRASTRUCTURE, WAS EFFECTIVE. THE
FALL OF ATLANTA EMBOLDENED LINCOLN'S ADMINISTRATION AND PAVED THE WAY FOR SHERMAN'S SUBSEQUENT DEVASTATING
“MARCH TO THE SEA” THROUGH GEORGIA, FURTHER BREAKING THE CONFEDERACY'S WILL AND CAPACITY TO RESIST. THE CIVIL
WAR SIEGES ATLANTA CAMPAIGN CAN THUS BE SEEN AS A DECISIVE TURNING POINT, ACCELERATING THE CONFEDERACY'S
EVENTUAL COLLAPSE.



THE AFTERMATH: DESTRUCTION AND RECONSTRUCTION

THE IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH OF ATLANTA'S FALL WAS ONE OF WIDESPREAD DESTRUCTION AND DISPLACEMENT. THE CITY, ONCE
A VIBRANT ECONOMIC CENTER, LAY IN RUINS. THE EXPULSION OF CIVILIANS BY SHERMAN'S FORCES, WHILE MILITARILY JUSTIFIED
IN HIS VIEW , CREATED IMMENSE HARDSHIP FOR THOUSANDS OF MEN, \WOMEN, AND CHILDREN. MANY WERE FORCED TO FLEE INTO
THE COUNTRYSIDE WITH LITTLE TO SUSTAIN THEM.

THE PROCESS OF REBUILDING ATLANTA BEGAN ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, THOUGH IT WAS A LONG AND ARDUOUS JOURNEY. THE
CITY’S STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE MEANT THAT RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS WERE PRIORITIZED, BUT THE SCARS OF \WAR RAN DEEP.
THE LOSS OF LIFE, THE DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY, AND THE ECONOMIC DEVASTATION LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON THE CITY
AND ITS PEOPLE FOR GENERATIONS TO COME. THE SPIRIT OF RESILIENCE, HOWEVER, WAS ALSO EVIDENT, AS ATLANTANS BEGAN
THE MONUMENTAL TASK OF RECREATING THEIR CITY.

ATLANTA’S ReelRTH AND HisToRICAL MEMORY

DESPITE THE DEVASTATION, ATLANTA DID RISE AGAIN, BECOMING A SYMBOL OF SOUTHERN RESILIENCE AND EVENTUALLY A
MAJOR AMERICAN METROPOLIS. THE CITY'S RECOVERY WAS A TESTAMENT TO THE DETERMINATION OF ITS CITIZENS AND THE
ONGOING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOUTH. THE MEMORY OF THE CIVIL WAR SIEGES ATLANTA, HOWEVER, REMAINS A
CRUCIAL PART OF ITS HISTORICAL NARRATIVE.

TODAY, NUMEROUS HISTORICAL SITES, MUSEUMS, AND MONUMENTS IN AND AROUND ATLANTA PRESERVE THE MEMORY OF THE
CAMPAIGNS AND SIEGES. THESE SITES SERVE AS IMPORTANT REMINDERS OF THE SACRIFICES MADE, THE STRATEGIC BRILLIANCE
DISPLAYED, AND THE IMMENSE HUMAN COST OF THE CONFLICT. (UNDERSTANDING THIS HISTORY IS VITAL FOR APPRECIATING
ATLANTA’S DEVELOPMENT AND ITS ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE IN THE AMERICAN STORY.

FAQ

Q: WHAT WERE THE PRIMARY MILITARY OBJECTIVES OF THE UNION IN THE ATLANTA
CAMPAIGN?

A: THE PRIMARY MILITARY OBJECTIVES WERE TO CAPTURE THE STRATEGICALLY VITAL CITY OF ATLANTA, A MAJOR
CONFEDERATE RAILROAD HUB AND INDUSTRIAL CENTER, TO SEVER ITS LOGISTICAL LINES, CRIPPLE ITS MANUFACTURING
CAPABILITIES, AND DEMORALIZE THE CONFEDERACY.

Q: WHo WeRre THE MAIN CONFEDERATE COMMANDERS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEFENSE OF
ATLANTA?

A: THe MAIN CONFEDERATE COMMANDERS WERE GENERAL JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, WHO INITIALLY EMPLOYED A DEFENSIVE
STRATEGY, AND LATER GENERAL JOHN BELL HOOD, WHO ADOPTED A MORE AGGRESSIVE, OFFENSIVE APPROACH.

Q: WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BATTLE OF KENNESAW MOUNTAIN IN THE
ATLANTA CAMPAIGN?

A: THE BATTLE oF KENNESAW MOUNTAIN (JUNE 27, 1864) WAS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE IT REPRESENTED A RARE FRONTAL
ASSAULT BY SHERMAN AGAINST STRONG CONFEDERATE DEFENSES. THE UNION SUFFERED HEAVY CASUALTIES, DEMONSTRATING
THE TENACITY OF THE CONFEDERATE DEFENSE AND BRIEFLY SLOWING SHERMAN'S ADVANCE.



Q: How DID SHERMAN’S TACTICS DIFFER FROM THOSE OF PREVIOUS UNION
COMMANDERS IN THE WESTERN THEATER?

A: SHERMAN'S TACTICS WERE CHARACTERIZED BY RELENTLESS PURSUIT, FLANKING MANEUVERS TO AVOID COSTLY FRONTAL
ASSAULTS, AND A STRATEGY OF ATTRITION. HE SKILLFULLY UTILIZED HIS SUPERIOR NUMBERS AND LOGISTICAL CAPABILITIES TO
OUTMANEUVER AND ENVELOP CONFEDERATE POSITIONS, EVENTUALLY LEADING TO A SIEGE.

QI WHAT WAS THE ROLE OF RAILROADS IN THE SIEGES OF ATLANTA?

A: RAILROADS WERE ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL. ATLANTA WAS A MAJOR RAILROAD JUNCTION, AND CONTROLLING THESE LINES
WAS ESSENTIAL FOR BOTH SUPPLYING THE CONFEDERATE ARMY AND MOVING RESOURCES. SHERMAN'S CAMPAIGN FOCUSED
HEAVILY ON CUTTING THESE RAIL LINES TO ISOLATE AND STARVE ATLANTA.

Q: WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CIVILIAN POPULATION OF ATLANTA DURING AND AFTER
THE SIEGE?

A: DURING THE SIEGE, CIVILIANS ENDURED HARDSHIPS DUE TO SHELLING AND DWINDLING SUPPLIES. FOLLOWING THE FALL OF
ATLANTA, GENERAL SHERMAN ORDERED THE EXPULSION OF CIVILIANS, FORCING THOUSANDS TO LEAVE THE CITY, WHICH
CREATED A SIGNIFICANT HUMANITARIAN CRISIS.

Q: WHAT WAS THE IMMEDIATE IMPACT OF THE FALL OF ATLANTA ON THE CiviL W AR?

A: THE FALL OF ATLANTA WAS A MAJOR TURNING POINT. |T PROVIDED A SIGNIFICANT MORALE BOOST FOR THE UNION,
IMPROVED PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S RE-ELECTION PROSPECTS, AND SEVERELY HAMPERED THE CONFEDERACY'S ABILITY TO WAGE
WAR BY CUTTING OFF VITAL SUPPLY LINES AND INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY.

QZ DID ATLANTA EXPERIENCE A DIRECT SIEGE IN THE TRADITIONAL SENSE , OR WASIT
MORE OF A MANEUVER AND BLOCKADE?

A: WHILE THERE WERE ELEMENTS OF A TRADITIONAL SIEGE WITH BOMBARDMENT AND BLOCKADE, THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN WAS
CHARACTERIZED BY EXTENSIVE MANEUVERING AND THE SEVERING OF SUPPLY LINES RATHER THAN A PROLONGED, STATIC SIEGE
AROUND FORTIFIED WALLS IN THE WAY SOME EUROPEAN SIEGES OCCURRED. SHERMAN EFFECTIVELY ENCIRCLED AND ISOLATED THE
CITY.

Q: WHAT LEGACY DOES THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN AND ITS SIEGES HOLD TODAY?

A: THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN AND ITS SIEGES ARE REMEMBERED AS A CRITICAL TURNING POINT IN THE CIVIL \X/AR, HIGHLIGHTING
THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF ATLANTA, THE HUMAN COST OF WARFARE, AND THE RESILIENCE OF THE CITY. NUMEROUS
HISTORICAL SITES AND MONUMENTS COMMEMORATE THESE EVENTS.
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