CIVIL RIGHTS ACT NEW JIM CROW

THe CivIL RIGHTS ACT AND THE SPECTER OF A “NEW JiM CROW"” REPRESENT CRITICAL JUNCTURES IN THE ONGOING STRUGGLE
FOR RACIAL EQUALITY IN THE UNITED STATES. WHILE THE LANDMARK CIVIL RIGHTS ACT oF 1964 oUTLAWED MAJOR FORMS
OF DISCRIMINATION, CONCERNS PERSIST THAT SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES, PARTICULARLY WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM,
ECHO THE OPPRESSIVE CONDITIONS OF THE JIM CROW ERA. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF BOTH THE
CivIL RIGHTS ACT AND THE CONCEPT OF THE “NEW JIM CROW,” EXPLORING HOW CONTEMPORARY POLICIES AND PRACTICES
MAY PERPETUATE RACIAL DISPARITIES, EVEN IN THE ABSENCE OF OVERT SEGREGATION. WE WILL EXAMINE THE LEGISLATIVE
INTENT OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT, THE ARGUMENTS PRESENTED FOR THE EXISTENCE OF A “NEw JiM CROW,” AND THE SPECIFIC
AREAS WHERE THESE CONCERNS ARE MOST PRONOUNCED.
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THeE ONGOING FIGHT For CIVIL RIGHTS

UNDERSTANDING THE CivIL RIGHTS AcT ofF 1964

THe CiviL RIGHTS ACT oF 1964 STANDS AS A MONUMENTAL PIECE OF LEGISLATION, A WATERSHED MOMENT IN AMERICAN
HISTORY THAT AIMED TO DISMANTLE THE PERVASIVE SYSTEM OF RACIAL SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION. |TS PASSAGE WAS
THE CULMINATION OF DECADES OF ACTIVISM, PROTEST, AND LEGAL CHALLENGES BY CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS AND ORDINARY
CITIZENS WHO BRAVELY FOUGHT FOR BASIC HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS. THE ACT’S PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WAS TO PROHIBIT
DISCRIMINATION BASED ON RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN, THEREBY SEEKING TO ENSURE EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AMERICANS.

Key provisions oF THE CIvIL RIGHTS ACT ADDRESSED VARIOUS FACETS OF PUBLIC LIFE. TITLE ||, FOR INSTANCE, OUTLAWED
DISCRIMINATION IN PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS, A CRITICAL BLOW TO THE SEGREGATED FACILITIES THAT WERE A HALLMARK OF
THE JiIM CROW SOUTH. THIS MEANT THAT BUSINESSES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, SUCH AS RESTAURANTS, HOTELS, AND THEATERS,
COULD NO LONGER LEGALLY DENY SERVICE TO INDIVIDUALS BASED ON THEIR RACE. TITLE VII WAS EQUALLY TRANSFORMATIVE,
PROHIBITING EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION BY EMPLOYERS AND LABOR UNIONS. THIS PROVISION AIMED TO OPEN UP ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITIES THAT HAD HISTORICALLY BEEN DENIED TO MINORITY GROUPS, FOSTERING A MORE INCLUSIVE W ORKFORCE.

FURTHERMORE, THE ACT ADDRESSED DISCRIMINATION IN FEDERALLY FUNDED PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES THROUGH TITLE \/|,
ENSURING THAT FEDERAL MONEY DID NOT SUPPORT SEGREGATED INSTITUTIONS. |T ALSO ESTABLISHED THE EQUAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION (EEOC) TO ENFORCE ITS PROVISIONS, PROVIDING A MECHANISM FOR INDIVIDUALS TO REPORT AND
SEEK REDRESS FOR DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES. THE PASSAGE OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT WAS NOT MERELY A SYMBOLIC
VICTORY, IT BROUGHT ABOUT TANGIBLE CHANGES THAT BEGAN TO RESHAPE THE SOCIAL AND LEGAL LANDSCAPE OF THE UNITED
STATES, FUNDAMENTALLY ALTERING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CITIZENS AND INSTITUTIONS.

DerINING THE “New JiM CrRow” CONCEPT

THE TerM “New JiM CROW” WAS POPULARIZED BY MICHELLE ALEXANDER IN HER INFLUENTIAL BOOK OF THE SAME NAME. |T
DESCRIBES A CONTEMPORARY SYSTEM OF RACIAL CONTROL THAT, WHILE NOT OVERTLY BASED ON DE JURE SEGREGATION,
FUNCTIONS IN WAYS THAT MIRROR THE OPPRESSIVE EFFECTS OF THE HISTORICAL JiIM CROW LAWS. ALEXANDER ARGUES THAT
THE W/ AR ON DRUGS AND THE SUBSEQUENT EXPLOSION OF MASS INCARCERATION HAVE CREATED A CASTE-LIKE SYSTEM,
DISPROPORTIONATELY TARGETING AND MARGINALIZING BLACK MEN, THEREBY STRIPPING THEM OF THEIR CIVIL RIGHTS AND
ENTRENCHING RACIAL INEQUALITY.



THE CORE OF THE ”NE\X/JIM CroW"” ARGUMENT LIES IN THE IDEA THAT FORMAL COLORBLINDNESS IN THE LAW DOES NOT EQUATE
TO RACIAL JUSTICE. |NSTEAD/ IT POSITS THAT POLICIES AND PRACTICES, EVEN IF OSTENSIBLY RACE-NEUTRAL ON THEIR FACE,
CAN HAVE A PROFOUNDLY DISCRIMINATORY IMPACT. THIS IMPACT IS ACHIEVED THROUGH A CYCLE OF ARREST, CONVICTION, AND
INCARCERATION THAT LEADS TO DISENFRANCHISEMENT, LIMITED EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES, AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION. UNLIKE
THE OVERT SEGREGATION OF THE PAST, THE “NE\X/JIM CrOW" OPERATES MORE SUBTLY, OFTEN THROUGH THE LEGAL SYSTEM,
CREATING A PERMANENT UNDERCASTE OF CITIZENS WITH DIMINISHED RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES.

THIS NEW FORM OF CONTROL, ACCORDING TO THE THEORY, ACHIEVES ITS OBJECTIVES THROUGH THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM,
WHICH ACTS AS A MECHANISM FOR SOCIAL CONTROL AND RACIAL STRATIFICATION. BY LABELING INDIVIDUALS AS CRIMINALS,
SOCIETY CAN LEGALLY JUSTIFY A HOST OF DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES THAT WERE PREVIOUSLY OUTLAWED BY THE CIVIL
RIGHTS ACT. THE ENDURING LEGACY OF SLAVERY AND HISTORICAL RACIAL BIAS, THE ARGUMENT SUGGESTS, CONTINUES TO
MANIFEST IN NEW AND INSIDIOUS WAYS, PERPETUATING A CYCLE OF DISADVANTAGE FOR BLACK COMMUNITIES.

DispARITIES IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENTLY CITED AREAS WHERE THE ”NE\Y/JIM Crow" IS BELIEVED TO MANIFEST IS IN THE STARK RACIAL
DISPARITIES WITHIN THE AMERICAN CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. DESPITE THE ADVANCEMENTS BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE CIVIL
RIGHTS ACT, STUDIES AND DATA CONSISTENTLY REVEAL THAT PEOPLE OF COLOR, PARTICULARLY BLAack AMERICANS, ARE
DISPROPORTIONATELY REPRESENTED AT EVERY STAGE OF THE SYSTEM, FROM ARREST TO SENTENCING AND INCARCERATION.

THESE DISPARITIES ARE NOT NECESSARILY A RESULT OF OVERT RACIAL BIAS IN INDIVIDUAL DECISION-MAKING, ALTHOUGH THAT
CAN CERTAINLY PLAY A ROLE. |NSTEAD, THEY ARE OFTEN ATTRIBUTED TO A CONFLUENCE OF FACTORS, INCLUDING RACIAL
PROFILING, BIASED POLICING PRACTICES IN CERTAIN NEIGHBORHOODS, AND THE UNEQUAL ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS. For INSTANCE,
AREAS WITH HIGHER CONCENTRATIONS OF MINORITY POPULATIONS MAY EXPERIENCE MORE INTENSIVE POLICING, LEADING TO
HIGHER ARREST RATES FOR OFFENSES THAT ARE COMMITTED AT SIMILAR RATES ACROSS RACIAL GROUPS.

THE IMPLICATIONS OF THESE DISPARITIES ARE PROFOUND. A CRIMINAL RECORD, REGARDLESS OF THE SEVERITY OF THE OFFENSE,
CAN HAVE LIFELONG CONSEQUENCES, CREATING BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING, EDUCATION, AND THE RIGHT TO VOTE.
THIS CREATES A CYCLE OF MARGINALIZATION THAT CAN BE DIFFICULT TO BREAK, EFFECTIVELY REPLICATING THE SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC EXCLUSION THAT WAS CHARACTERISTIC OF THEJIM CrOW ERA. THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK THAT ENABLES THESE
OUTCOMES, WHILE NOT EXPLICITLY MENTIONING RACE, CAN EFFECTIVELY ACHIEVE SIMILAR DISCRIMINATORY ENDS.

RACIAL PROFILING AND PoLICING

RACIAL PROFILING, THE PRACTICE OF TARGETING INDIVIDUALS FOR SUSPICION OF CRIME BASED ON THEIR RACE OR ETHNICITY,
REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT CONCERN. THIS PRACTICE CAN LEAD TO MORE FREQUENT STOPS, SEARCHES, AND ARRESTS OF
INDIVIDUALS FROM MINORITY GROUPS, EVEN IN THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC EVIDENCE OF \WRONGDOING. THE PERCEPTION, AND OFTEN
THE REALITY, OF BIASED POLICING CAN ERODE TRUST BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE, FURTHER
EXACERBATING EXISTING TENSIONS.

SENTENCING DISPARITIES

EVEN WHEN INDIVIDUALS FROM DIFFERENT RACIAL BACKGROUNDS COMMIT SIMILAR OFFENSES, SENTENCING DISPARITIES HAVE BEEN
OBSERVED. FACTORS SUCH AS THE TYPE OF CRIME, PRIOR RECORD, AND THE DISCRETION OF JUDGES AND PROSECUTORS CAN ALL
CONTRIBUTE TO THESE DIFFERENCES. CRITICS OF THE SYSTEM ARGUE THAT IMPLICIT BIASES AND SYSTEMIC FACTORS CAN LEAD
TO HARSHER SENTENCES FOR BLACK AND BROWN DEFENDANTS COMPARED TO THEIR WHITE COUNTERPARTS, REINFORCING THE
IDEA OF A RACIALLY STRATIFIED JUSTICE SYSTEM.



THe RoLE oF MASS INCARCERATION

THE PHENOMENON OF MASS INCARCERATION 1S CENTRAL TO THE “New JiM Crow"” THESIS. BEGINNING IN THE LATE 20TH
CENTURY, THE UNITED STATES EXPERIENCED A DRAMATIC INCREASE IN ITS PRISON POPULATION, DRIVEN LARGELY BY PUNITIVE
DRUG LAWS AND MANDATORY SENTENCING GUIDELINES. THIS SURGE DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BLACK COMMUNITIES,
LEADING TO THE INCARCERATION OF A SIGNIFICANT PERCENTAGE OF BLACK MEN.

THE W AR ON DRUGS, IN PARTICULAR, HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS A KEY DRIVER OF MASS INCARCERATION AND RACIAL DISPARITIES.
MANY ARGUE THAT THE FOCUS OF DRUG ENFORCEMENT HAS BEEN HEAVILY CONCENTRATED IN URBAN AND MINORITY
COMMUNITIES, LEADING TO THE CRIMINALIZATION OF DRUG USE AND POSSESSION AT RATES FAR EXCEEDING THOSE IN OTHER
DEMOGRAPHICS. THIS HAS RESULTED IN MILLIONS OF INDIVIDUALS, PRIMARILY BLAack MEN, BEING ENMESHED IN THE CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF MASS INCARCERATION EXTEND FAR BEYOND THE PRISON WALLS. UPON RELEASE, INDIVIDUALS FACE
SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO REINTEGRATION INTO SOCIETY. THESE BARRIERS INCLUDE DIFFICULTY FINDING EMPLOYMENT, ACCESSING
HOUSING, AND OBTAINING PROFESSIONAL LICENSES, ALL OF WHICH ARE OFTEN DENIED TO THOSE WITH A CRIMINAL RECORD. THiS
CREATES A PERMANENT UNDERCLASS, EFFECTIVELY DISENFRANCHISED AND MARGINALIZED, MIRRORING THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY THE ORIGINALJIM CrOW LAWS.

* DISPROPORTIONATE ARRESTS: HIGHER RATES OF ARREST FOR DRUG OFFENSES IN MINORITY COMMUNITIES.

o HARSHER SENTENCING: MANDATORY MINIMUMS AND SENTENCING DISPARITIES THAT RESULT IN LONGER PRISON TERMS FOR
MINORITY INDIVIDUALS.

o COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES: LEGAL AND SOCIAL BARRIERS TO REINTEGRATION AFTER RELEASE, INCLUDING EMPLOYMENT
AND HOUSING RESTRICTIONS.

® FELON DISENFRANCHISEMENT: LOSS OF VOTING RIGHTS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH FELONY CONVICTIONS,
DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTING BLACK COMMUNITIES.

LEGAL LOOPHOLES AND DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES

\WHILE THE CIvIL RIGHTS ACT AIMED TO ELIMINATE OVERT DISCRIMINATION, CRITICS OF THE “NEw JiIM CROW” ARGUE THAT
CERTAIN LEGAL MECHANISMS AND PRACTICES CONTINUE TO FACILITATE RACIAL INEQUITY. THESE OFTEN OPERATE UNDER THE
GUISE OF RACE-NEUTRALITY, MAKING THEM MORE DIFFICULT TO CHALLENGE AND DISMANTLE.

ONE SIGNIFICANT AREA OF CONCERN IS THE USE OF DRUG OFFENSES AS A TRIGGER FOR THE REVOCATION OF FUNDAMENT AL
RIGHTS. A FELONY CONVICTION, OFTEN STEMMING FROM DRUG-RELATED CHARGES, CAN LEAD TO THE LOSS OF VOTING RIGHTS,
ELIGIBILITY FOR PUBLIC HOUSING, AND ACCESS TO STUDENT LOANS FOR EDUCATION. THESE “COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES” OF
CONVICTION CAN CREATE LIFELONG BARRIERS, EFFECTIVELY CREATING A PERMANENT UNDERCLASS OF CITIZENS WHO ARE DENIED
THE FULL PRIVILEGES AND PROTECTIONS OF CITIZENSHIP.

FURTHERMORE, THE DISCRETION AFFORDED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AND JUDICIAL ACTORS CAN INADVERTENTLY PERPETUATE
RACIAL BIAS. PRACTICES LIKE PRETEXTUAL STOPS, WHERE OFFICERS STOP INDIVIDUALS FOR MINOR TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS WITH
THE UNDERLYING INTENTION OF SEARCHING FOR DRUGS OR CONTRABAND, CAN DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECT MINORITY DRIVERS.
SIMILARLY, THE PLEA-BARGAINING SYSTEM, WHILE EFFICIENT, CAN PRESSURE DEFENDANTS, PARTICULARLY THOSE WITH LIMITED
RESOURCES, TO ACCEPT PLEA DEALS EVEN IF THEY ARE INNOCENT, FURTHER ENTRENCHING THEM IN THE SYSTEM.



FELON DISENFRANCHISEMENT LAWS

LAWS THAT RESTRICT VOTING RIGHTS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH FELONY CONVICTIONS ARE A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE “NEW
JIM Crow" ARGUMENT. IN MANY STATES, A FELONY CONVICTION RESULTS IN THE PERMANENT OR TEMPORARY LOSS OF THE
RIGHT TO VOTE. GIVEN THE DISPROPORTIONATE NUMBER OF BLACK MEN INCARCERATED FOR DRUG OFFENSES, THESE LAWS
EFFECTIVELY DISENFRANCHISE A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THE BLACK ELECTORATE, ECHOING THE HISTORICAL
DISENFRANCHISEMENT TACTICS OF THEJIM CROW ERA.

THe W AR oN DrRUGS' IMPACT

THE PROLONGED AND INTENSIFIED W/ AR ON DRUGS"” HAS BEEN A PRIMARY ENGINE FOR THE EXPANSION OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM AND ITS DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT ON COMMUNITIES OF COLOR. POLICIES ENACTED DURING THIS PERIOD, SUCH AS
MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCING FOR DRUG OFFENSES AND “THREE STRIKES” LAWS, HAVE LED TO THE INCARCERATION OF
MILLIONS, WITH A SIGNIFICANT RACIAL DISPARITY IN ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS. WHILE OSTENSIBLY RACE-NEUTRAL, THESE
POLICIES HAVE HAD A DEMONSTRABLY RACIALIZED OUTCOME.

EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY

THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THE ”NE\X/JIM CroW"” EXTEND BEYOND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM INTO OTHER CRUCIAL AREAS OF
LIFE, INCLUDING EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY. THE CYCLE OF MASS INCARCERATION AND THE RESULTING LEGAL AND
SOCIAL BARRIERS CAN PERPETUATE INTERGENERATIONAL POVERTY AND LIMIT ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION, FURTHER
ENTRENCHING RACIAL INEQUALITY.

CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS ARE MORE LIKELY TO EXPERIENCE EDUCATIONAL DIFFICULTIES, BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS, AND
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS. THIS CAN LEAD TO LOWER ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND INCREASED LIKELIHOOD OF FUTURE INVOLVEMENT
WITH THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, CREATING A SELF-PERPETUATING CYCLE. THE STIGMA ASSOCIATED WITH HAVING AN INCARCERATED
PARENT CAN ALSO IMPACT A CHILD'S SOCIAL STANDING AND OPPORTUNITIES.

ECONOMICALLY/ THE BARRIERS FACED BY FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS ARE SUBSTANTIAL. LIMITED JOB PROSPECTS DUE
TO A CRIMINAL RECORD, COUPLED WITH THE GENERAL ECONOMIC DISADVANTAGES FACED BY MANY MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES,
CAN LEAD TO PERSISTENT CYCLES OF POVERTY. THIS ECONOMIC MARGINALIZATION, COUPLED WITH THE LEGAL RESTRICTIONS
IMPOSED BY A CRIMINAL RECORD, CAN EFFECTIVELY CREATE A SECONDARY CLASS OF CITIZENS WITH LIMITED UP\WARD MOBILITY,
REMINISCENT OF THE ECONOMIC LIMITATIONS FACED BY BLACK AMERICANS UNDERJIM Crow.

IMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

THE EFFECTS OF INCARCERATION, BOTH FOR THE INDIVIDUAL AND THEIR FAMILY, CAN SEVERELY HINDER EDUCATIONAL
ATTAINMENT. LACK OF ACCESS TO RESOURCES, THE TRAUMA OF PARENTAL ABSENCE, AND THE SOCIETAL STIGMA CAN ALL
CONTRIBUTE TO LOWER EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES, LIMITING FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES AND PERPETUATING CYCLES OF
DISADVANTAGE.

EMPLOYMENT BARRIERS

A CRIMINAL RECORD IS A SIGNIFICANT BARRIER TO EMPLOYMENT IN MANY SECTORS. EMPLOYERS MAY BE HESITANT TO HIRE
INDIVIDUALS WITH FELONY CONVICTIONS, EVEN FOR JOBS UNRELATED TO THEIR OFFENSE. THIS CREATES A CHALLENGING
LANDSCAPE FOR REINTEGRATION, CONTRIBUTING TO HIGHER UNEMPLOYMENT RATES AND ECONOMIC INSTABILITY WITHIN
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES.



THE ONGOING FIGHT For CiviL RIGHTS

THE CONCEPT OF THE ”NE\X/JIM Crow" SERVES AS A CRITICAL LENS THROUGH WHICH TO EXAMINE THE ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR
CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE 2 1ST CENTURY. W/HILE THE OVERT FORMS OF SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION OUTLAWED BY THE CIVIL
RIGHTS AcT ofF 1964 HAVE LARGELY BEEN DISMANTLED, ADVOCATES ARGUE THAT SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES PERSIST,
NECESSITATING CONTINUED VIGILANCE AND ACTION.

THE FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS TODAY INVOLVES ADDRESSING THE COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF RACE, CLASS, AND THE CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM. |T INCLUDES ADVOCATING FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM, CHALLENGING DISCRIMINATORY POLICING PRACTICES,
AND WORKING TO REMOVE THE COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES OF INCARCERATION THAT CREATE BARRIERS TO FULL CITIZENSHIP.
THE GOAL IS TO CREATE A SOCIETY WHERE FORMAL EQUALITY TRANSLATES INTO SUBSTANTIVE JUSTICE FOR ALL.

FURTHERMORE/ THE ONGOING CONVERSATION AROUND THE ”NE\X/JIM CrOW" HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING
HOW SEEMINGLY RACE-NEUTRAL POLICIES CAN HAVE RACIALLY DISPARATE IMPACTS. |T CALLS FOR A DEEPER EXAMINATION OF
THE ROOT CAUSES OF INEQUALITY AND FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOLUTIONS THAT ADDRESS SYSTEMIC ISSUES RATHER THAN
SIMPLY INDIVIDUAL PREJUDICES. THE LEGACY OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT REMAINS A VITAL FOUNDATION, BUT ITS PROMISE OF
TRUE EQUALITY REQUIRES CONTINUOUS EFFORT AND A COMMITMENT TO DISMANTLING NEW FORMS OF OPPRESSION.

AbvocAcy FOrR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

EFFORTS TO REFORM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM ARE CENTRAL TO COMBATING THE ”NE\X/JIM Crow.” THIS INCLUDES
ADVOCATING FOR SENTENCING REFORM, ENDING MANDATORY MINIMUMS, AND PROMOTING ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION,
PARTICULARLY FOR NON-VIOLENT DRUG OFFENSES. THE AIM IS TO REDUCE THE DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT OF THE SYSTEM ON
MINORITY COMMUNITIES.

ADDRESSING SYSTEMIC INEQUALITY

BEYOND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, THE FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS ENCOMPASSES ADDRESSING BROADER SOCIETAL INEQUALITIES. THIS
INCLUDES ADVOCATING FOR EQUITABLE ACCESS TO EDUCATION, HOUSING, AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, RECOGNIZING THAT
THESE FACTORS ARE INTERCONNECTED AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE PERPETUATION OF RACIAL DISPARITIES.

THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS IS AN ONGOING PROCESS IS CRUCIAL. WHILE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS HAS
BEEN MADE, THE CHALLENGES OF RACIAL INJUSTICE CONTINUE TO EVOLVE. THE DISCOURSE SURROUNDING THE ,,NEWJIM Crow”
EMPHASIZES THE NEED FOR CONTINUOUS CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND PROACTIVE MEASURES TO ENSURE THAT THE PRINCIPLES OF
EQUALITY AND JUSTICE ARE REALIZED FOR ALL AMERICANS.

FAQ

Q: How bip THE CiviL RIGHTS ACT oF 1964 ADDRESS DISCRIMINATION?

A: THe CiviL RiGHTS AcT oF 1964 WAS A LANDMARK PIECE OF LEGISLATION THAT OUTLAWED DISCRIMINATION BASED ON
RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN. |T PROHIBITED SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC PLACES, BANNED EMPLOYMENT
DISCRIMINATION, AND SOUGHT TO ENFORCE VOTING RIGHTS.

Q: WHAT IS THE MAIN ARGUMENT BEHIND THE “NEW JiIM CROW" CONCEPT?

A: THe “New Jim CROW"” CONCEPT, POPULARIZED BY MICHELLE ALEXANDER, ARGUES THAT THE CURRENT U.S. CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM, PARTICULARLY THROUGH MASS INCARCERATION AND DRUG LAWS, FUNCTIONS AS A NEW SYSTEM OF RACIAL CONTROL



THAT DISPROPORTIONATELY TARGETS AND MARGINALIZES BLACK AMERICANS, STRIPPING THEM OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND CREATING A
CASTE-LIKE SYSTEM SIMILAR TO THE HISTORICALJIM CROW ERA.

Q: IN WHAT WAYS DOES MASS INCARCERATION CONTRIBUTE TO THE “NEW JIM
Crow"?

A: MASS INCARCERATION CONTRIBUTES TO THE "NE\X/JIM Crow"” BY DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTING BLACK MEN THROUGH
ARRESTS, CONVICTIONS, AND LENGTHY PRISON SENTENCES, LEADING TO WIDESPREAD DISENFRANCHISEMENT, LIMITED EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES, AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION UPON RELEASE, EFFECTIVELY CREATING A PERMANENT UNDERCASTE WITH DIMINISHED
RIGHTS.

QI How DO LEGAL LOOPHOLES AND SEEMINGLY RACE-NEUTRAL POLICIES PERPETUATE
RACIAL INEQUALITY IN THE MODERN ERA?

A: LEGAL LOOPHOLES AND POLICIES THAT APPEAR RACE-NEUTRAL ON THEIR FACE, SUCH AS FELONY DISENFRANCHISEMENT LAWS
AND AGGRESSIVE DRUG ENFORCEMENT IN CERTAIN COMMUNITIES, CAN HAVE A PROFOUNDLY DISCRIMINATORY IMPACT BY
DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTING MINORITY GROUPS AND CREATING BARRIERS TO FULL CITIZENSHIP AND OPPORTUNITY.

Q: WHAT IS RACIAL PROFILING AND HOW IS IT LINKED TO THE “New JiM Crow"'?

A: RACIAL PROFILING IS THE PRACTICE OF TARGETING INDIVIDUALS FOR SUSPICION OF CRIME BASED ON THEIR RACE OR ETHNICITY.
[T IS LINKED TO THE ”NE\X/JIM CrowW" AS IT CONTRIBUTES TO THE DISPROPORTIONATE POLICING AND ARREST OF MINORITY
INDIVIDUALS, FEEDING THEM INTO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM THAT FORMS THE BASIS OF THIS NEW FORM OF RACIAL
CONTROL.

Q: How poes THE “New JiMm CROW” CONCEPT RELATE TO EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC
INEQUALITY?

A: THe “New JiM CRow” CONCEPT CONNECTS TO EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY THROUGH THE CYCLE OF
INCARCERATION, WHICH LEADS TO BARRIERS IN ACCESSING QUALITY EDUCATION AND STABLE EMPLOYMENT FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS AND THEIR FAMILIES, PERPETUATING INTERGENERATIONAL POVERTY AND LIMITING SOCIAL MOBILITY FOR
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES.

Q: ARre THE “New JiM CROW" ARGUMENTS BASED ON INTENT OR IMPACT?

A: THE ”NE\X/JIM CroW"” ARGUMENTS PRIMARILY FOCUS ON THE IMPACT OF POLICIES AND PRACTICES, ARGUING THAT EVEN IF
THE INTENT IS NOT EXPLICITLY RACIAL, THE OUTCOME CAN BE A SYSTEM THAT FUNCTIONS SIMILARLY TOJIM CROW LAWS IN
ITS DISCRIMINATORY EFFECTS AND RACIAL STRATIFICATION.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME PROPOSED SOLUTIONS TO ADDRESS THE ISSUES RAISED BY THE
“New JiMm Crow"?

A: PROPOSED SOLUTIONS INCLUDE COMPREHENSIVE CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM, SUCH AS ENDING MANDATORY MINIMUM
SENTENCING, DECRIMINALIZING DRUG OFFENSES, INVESTING IN COMMUNITY-BASED REHABILITATION PROGRAMS, AND RESTORING
VOTING RIGHTS FOR FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS, ALONGSIDE BROADER EFFORTS TO COMBAT SYSTEMIC RACISM IN
EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT.
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