
citing ip chicago style
The Comprehensive Guide to Citing IP in Chicago Style

citing ip chicago style is a crucial skill for any academic or professional working with intellectual
property within the rigorous framework of the Chicago Manual of Style. This guide delves deep into
the nuances of properly referencing intellectual property, from patents and trademarks to copyrights
and trade secrets, ensuring accuracy and adherence to scholarly standards. We will explore the
essential components of a Chicago-style citation for various IP assets, the distinctions between
footnote and author-date systems for IP references, and practical examples to solidify your
understanding. Mastering these citation practices is paramount for academic integrity, avoiding
plagiarism, and lending credibility to your research. This comprehensive resource aims to equip you
with the knowledge necessary to confidently cite any form of intellectual property using Chicago
style.
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Understanding Intellectual Property in Citation

Intellectual property (IP) encompasses a broad range of intangible assets created by human
intellect, including inventions, literary and artistic works, designs, and symbols, names, and images
used in commerce. In academic writing, accurately citing these forms of IP is essential for
acknowledging the origin of ideas, preventing plagiarism, and allowing readers to locate the source
material. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides specific guidelines for referencing these
unique types of sources, which often differ significantly from standard book or journal article
citations. Understanding the nature of the IP being cited—whether it’s a publicly available patent
document, a registered trademark, or a copyrighted creative work—dictates the appropriate citation
format.

When dealing with intellectual property, the context of its discovery or use is also important. For
instance, a patent citation will focus on its official registration number and issuing authority, while a
trademark citation might emphasize its registration details and the goods or services it represents.
Copyrighted works require details about the author, title, and publication or creation date, similar to
other creative materials, but with specific considerations for unique formats or registrations.
Adhering to these distinctions is vital for clarity and scholarly rigor. This section sets the stage for
understanding why specialized citation approaches are necessary for IP within the Chicago style
framework.



Chicago Style: Footnote vs. Author-Date for IP

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes and bibliography system
(often referred to as footnote/endnote style) and the author-date system. Both systems can be
adapted to cite intellectual property, but the specific application and the details included will vary.
The choice between these two systems typically depends on the discipline or the specific
requirements of the publication or institution. For intellectual property, the author-date system
might be less common due to the often-formal and specific identifying numbers associated with IP
like patents and trademarks, which lend themselves well to the descriptive nature of footnotes.

However, regardless of the system chosen, the goal remains the same: to provide a clear,
unambiguous, and complete reference to the intellectual property in question. Footnotes and
endnotes allow for more detailed descriptions and can accommodate the complex information often
associated with IP, such as patent numbers, issue dates, and inventors. The author-date system,
while more concise, might require careful integration of IP identifiers to maintain clarity.
Understanding these fundamental differences is the first step in applying Chicago style to IP
citations effectively.

Citing Patents in Chicago Style

Citing patents requires specific information to uniquely identify the granted intellectual property.
Patents are official documents issued by government patent offices, detailing an invention and
granting exclusive rights to the patent holder. Chicago style dictates that patent citations include
the inventor(s), the patent title, the patent number, the issuing authority (e.g., U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office), and the date of issue or publication. The precise format will depend on whether
you are using the notes and bibliography system or the author-date system.

Patents in the Notes and Bibliography System

In the notes and bibliography system, a footnote or endnote for a patent would typically include the
inventor(s)’ full names, followed by the patent title in quotation marks. Then, the patent number is
presented, followed by the abbreviation for the issuing office and the issue or publication date. The
bibliography entry would be structured similarly but may omit the quotation marks around the title
depending on the specific edition of CMOS guidelines. Consistency is key in these detailed citations.

For example, a footnote might look like this:

1. John Smith, "Improved Widget Assembly," U.S. Patent 10,123,456, issued October 26, 2021.

And its corresponding bibliography entry would be:

Smith, John. "Improved Widget Assembly." U.S. Patent 10,123,456. Issued October 26, 2021.



Patents in the Author-Date System

While less common for patents, if the author-date system is mandated, the citation would integrate
the patent information into the in-text citation and reference list. The in-text citation would likely
include the inventor's name and the patent number or issue year, while the reference list would
contain a more detailed entry. However, the descriptive nature of patent citations often makes the
notes and bibliography system more practical and preferred in academic contexts for this type of IP.

An example of a reference list entry in the author-date system might be:

Smith, John. 2021. "Improved Widget Assembly." U.S. Patent 10,123,456.

The in-text citation could be (Smith 2021) or (Smith Patent 10,123,456), depending on what is most
informative and aligns with the surrounding text.

Citing Trademarks in Chicago Style

Trademarks are distinctive signs or indicators used by an individual, business organization, or other
legal entity to identify the products or services to consumers and distinguish the sources of the
goods or services from those of others. Citing trademarks in Chicago style requires identifying the
mark itself, its registration status, the goods or services it covers, and the jurisdiction. Like patents,
the specifics of the citation depend on whether you are using the notes and bibliography system or
the author-date system.

Trademarks in the Notes and Bibliography System

In the notes and bibliography system, a footnote or endnote for a trademark would typically include
the trademark symbol (e.g., ™ for unregistered, ® for registered), the name of the mark, a
description of the goods or services associated with it, and its registration details if available, such
as the registration number and the governing body (e.g., USPTO). The bibliography entry will be
formatted similarly, ensuring all key identifying information is present for the reader to find the
source of the trademark’s use or registration.

An example footnote:

2. The registered trademark "Eco-Friendly Solutions" (Eco-Solutions, Inc.) for cleaning
products, U.S. Trademark Registration No. 5,678,901, registered January 15, 2020.

And its bibliography entry:



Eco-Solutions, Inc. "Eco-Friendly Solutions." U.S. Trademark Registration No. 5,678,901.
Registered January 15, 2020.

Trademarks in the Author-Date System

Using the author-date system for trademarks involves incorporating the trademark information into
the in-text citation and a corresponding reference list entry. The in-text citation might mention the
mark and the owner, while the reference list would provide the full details. Again, due to the specific
legal nature of trademark registration, the notes and bibliography system often provides greater
clarity and is generally preferred for detailed scholarly work.

A reference list entry under the author-date system might appear as:

Eco-Solutions, Inc. 2020. "Eco-Friendly Solutions." U.S. Trademark Registration No.
5,678,901.

The in-text citation could be (Eco-Solutions, Inc. 2020) or a more descriptive variant if needed to
differentiate from other works by the same entity.

Citing Copyrights in Chicago Style

Copyright protects original works of authorship, such as books, articles, music, and software. Citing
copyrighted material in Chicago style generally follows the conventions for citing published works,
but with an emphasis on identifying the creator, the title of the work, and publication or creation
details. The specific details needed will depend on the format of the copyrighted material being
referenced.

Copyrighted Works in the Notes and Bibliography System

For copyrighted books or articles, the notes and bibliography system will use standard citation
formats, including author(s), title, publication details (publisher, year for books; journal title,
volume, issue, year, page numbers for articles). For less conventional copyrighted materials, such as
software or digital works, additional details like version numbers, access dates, or URLs may be
necessary. The key is to provide enough information for the reader to locate the specific copyrighted
expression.

Example for a book chapter:

3. Jane Doe, "The Future of AI," in Innovations in Technology, ed. Robert Green (New York:
Academic Press, 2022), 45-62.



Bibliography entry:

Doe, Jane. "The Future of AI." In Innovations in Technology, 45-62. Edited by Robert Green.
New York: Academic Press, 2022.

Copyrighted Works in the Author-Date System

In the author-date system, the in-text citation would typically be (Author Year), and the reference list
entry would include author, year, title, and publication details. For digital or online copyrighted
works, inclusion of a stable URL or DOI is crucial. The aim is to provide a concise yet complete
reference that allows for easy retrieval of the source material.

Reference list entry for a journal article:

Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Future of AI." Innovations in Technology: 45-62.

In-text citation:

(Doe 2022)

Citing Trade Secrets and Other IP

Trade secrets represent a unique category of intellectual property, often protected by confidentiality
agreements rather than formal registration processes like patents or trademarks. Their citation in
academic writing presents challenges because they are not publicly documented in the same way.
Chicago style offers guidance on how to reference such sensitive information, prioritizing the
confidentiality while still acknowledging the source.

Citing Trade Secrets

When referencing a trade secret, the citation usually refers to the agreement that protects it or the
context in which its existence is revealed. This might involve citing a non-disclosure agreement
(NDA), a legal case that discusses the trade secret, or internal company documents if permissible.
The citation should respect confidentiality, often by anonymizing parties or describing the nature of
the secret without revealing proprietary details. In footnotes, you might cite the specific agreement
or legal document referencing the trade secret.

Example footnote for a referenced agreement:



4. Confidentiality Agreement between Innovate Corp. and Global Solutions Ltd., January 10,
2023, on file with author.

If referring to a publicly disclosed but still protected trade secret in a legal context:

5. Trade Secrets Act, U.S. Code, vol. 18, sec. 1831-1839 (2018).

Other Forms of IP

Chicago style also provides frameworks for citing other less common forms of intellectual property.
This could include industrial designs, geographical indications, or database rights. The core
principle remains to identify the specific IP asset, its origin, and any relevant registration or legal
status. For example, citing an industrial design registration would follow a pattern similar to patent
citation, focusing on the design number, the registering authority, and the date.

When faced with novel or complex IP assets, it is advisable to consult the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style or to seek guidance from a librarian or academic advisor. The overarching
goal is always clarity, verifiability, and adherence to scholarly ethical standards when incorporating
any form of intellectual property into your work.

Best Practices for IP Citation in Chicago Style

Adhering to best practices when citing intellectual property in Chicago style ensures accuracy,
consistency, and academic integrity. Firstly, always identify the specific type of IP you are
referencing, as this will determine the necessary citation elements. Whether it’s a patent,
trademark, copyright, or trade secret, each has unique identifiers that must be included.

Secondly, be consistent in your chosen citation system. If you begin with the notes and bibliography
system, continue with it throughout your document for all IP references and other sources. The same
applies to the author-date system. Inconsistencies can confuse readers and detract from the
professionalism of your work. Pay close attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the order of
elements within each citation type.

Thirdly, when citing publicly available IP like patents or registered trademarks, always use the
official registration numbers and issuing bodies. For copyrighted works, ensure you cite the most
authoritative version available. For trade secrets or other confidential IP, prioritize accuracy while
respecting any necessary confidentiality. When in doubt, consult the latest edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style or seek clarification from your instructor or editor. Diligent attention to these details
will enhance the credibility and scholarly value of your research involving intellectual property.



Frequently Asked Questions about Citing IP in Chicago Style

Q: What is the primary difference in citing patents between
the notes and bibliography system and the author-date system
in Chicago style?
A: In the notes and bibliography system, patent citations are more descriptive, typically appearing in
full in footnotes/endnotes with detailed information like inventor, title, patent number, issuing
authority, and date. The bibliography entry mirrors this detail. In the author-date system, while a
reference list entry will contain similar details, the in-text citation is more concise, often just the
inventor's name and year or patent number, making the notes system generally more practical for
the detailed nature of patent information.

Q: How should I cite an unregistered trademark in Chicago
style?
A: For an unregistered trademark, the citation should indicate its use as a mark, the owner, and the
goods or services it identifies. In a footnote, you might describe it as "[Trademark Name]™" and
specify its context. The bibliography entry would then provide a slightly more detailed account of its
usage or origin. The key is to clearly mark it as unregistered and to provide sufficient context for
identification.

Q: What information is essential when citing a software
copyright in Chicago style?
A: When citing software copyright in Chicago style, include the software title, version number (if
applicable), the copyright holder or developer, and the year of publication or copyright registration.
For online software or applications, include a stable URL or DOI and the date of access. Both
footnote and author-date systems require these core details, adapted to their respective formats.

Q: Can I cite internal company documents that contain trade
secret information using Chicago style?
A: Citing internal company documents containing trade secrets requires careful consideration of
confidentiality. In Chicago style, you would typically cite these documents in footnotes, describing
their nature and origin without revealing proprietary details, e.g., "Internal company report on
process optimization, Innovate Corp., 2023, on file with author." Public dissemination of such
information may require special permissions.

Q: What is the correct way to format the inventor's name in a



Chicago style patent citation?
A: In Chicago style patent citations, the inventor's full name is generally used. For the notes and
bibliography system, the footnote typically lists the inventor's first name followed by their last name.
The bibliography entry might follow a similar convention. Consistency in naming and ordering is
crucial for clarity and adherence to the Chicago Manual of Style.

Q: How does Chicago style handle citations for international
patents or trademarks?
A: When citing international patents or trademarks, you should include the relevant foreign patent
or trademark number, the issuing authority (e.g., European Patent Office, World Intellectual
Property Organization), and the date. The format will adapt the standard Chicago style templates to
accommodate the international identifiers, ensuring the origin and registration details are clear to
an international audience.

Q: Should I include the patent or trademark attorney's name
in a Chicago style citation?
A: Generally, the patent or trademark attorney's name is not included in a standard Chicago style
citation for the patent or trademark itself, unless they are the named inventor or author of a related
commentary. The citation focuses on the inventor(s), the IP itself, and the official issuing body and
registration details.

Q: What is the role of the "issuing authority" in a Chicago style
IP citation?
A: The "issuing authority" in a Chicago style IP citation refers to the government agency or body that
granted the patent, registered the trademark, or holds the copyright registration. For example, in
the United States, this would be the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) for patents and
trademarks, or the U.S. Copyright Office. Its inclusion is critical for identifying the legal jurisdiction
and official source of the IP.
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