
citing films chicago style
citing films chicago style involves a specific set of rules that ensure academic integrity and proper
attribution for visual media. Whether you are a student, researcher, or aspiring filmmaker,
understanding how to cite movies correctly is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and allowing your
audience to locate the sources you consulted. This comprehensive guide will navigate you through
the intricacies of Chicago Style film citation, covering both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems. We will delve into the essential components of a film citation, including director, producer,
cast, studio, release year, and specific format, and explore variations for different types of film
access, such as theatrical releases, DVDs, and streaming services. Mastering these guidelines will
empower you to present your research on cinema with accuracy and professionalism.
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Understanding the Importance of Film Citation

Properly citing films in Chicago Style is not merely an academic formality; it is a fundamental aspect
of scholarly communication. It grants credit to the creators of the work, acknowledges the intellectual
property involved, and provides a roadmap for your readers to find the specific film you are
referencing. In academic writing, this is crucial for building a credible argument and demonstrating
the foundation of your analysis. Without accurate citations, your work could be perceived as
derivative or even plagiarized, undermining its scholarly value and your reputation as a writer.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for documenting all types of
sources, and films are no exception. Its emphasis on clarity and completeness ensures that your
audience can easily identify and access the cinematic works you discuss. This is particularly important
in fields like film studies, media analysis, or even history, where films serve as primary or secondary
sources of information. By adhering to the Chicago Style guidelines for citing films, you contribute to
the broader academic conversation and uphold the principles of ethical scholarship.

Core Components of Chicago Style Film Citations

Regardless of whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, several key
pieces of information are consistently required when citing a film. These elements help to uniquely
identify the film and provide context for its production and release. The absence of any of these core
components can render a citation incomplete and less useful to the reader.



Essential Information for Film Citations
When constructing a citation for a film in Chicago Style, you will typically need to include the
following:

Title of the film: This should be presented in italics.

Director(s): Credited director(s) are essential for identifying the creative vision behind the film.

Producer(s): While often secondary to the director in critical analysis, producers play a vital
role and are often included in formal citations.

Main cast members: Typically, the principal actors are listed to further identify the film.

Name of the studio or production company: This provides information about the film's
origin and distribution.

Year of release: The year the film was first publicly shown is crucial for historical context.

Format of access: Whether it's a DVD, streaming service, or theatrical release, this detail is
important for retrieval.

The specific order and punctuation of these elements will vary slightly depending on the Chicago
Style system you employ, but the presence of this core information is non-negotiable for a
comprehensive citation.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Citing Films

The Notes-Bibliography system, often favored in the humanities, uses footnotes or endnotes for
citations within the text and a bibliography at the end of the work. This system allows for detailed,
explanatory notes that can include commentary or additional information not directly integrated into
the main text, while still maintaining a clean and organized bibliography.

Footnote/Endnote Citations for Films
In a footnote or endnote, the citation for a film typically begins with the director, followed by the title,
studio, and year. Key actors may also be included. The format is designed to be descriptive and
informative in a more concise manner than a full bibliography entry.

For example, a first note for a film might look like this:

Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles, produced by Mercury Theatre, 1941.

Subsequent notes referring to the same film can be shortened, often including just the director's last
name and the film title.



Bibliography Entries for Films
The bibliography entry expands on the note, providing a more complete bibliographic record. The
director's name is usually listed first, followed by the film title in italics, production details, and
release year. The goal is to provide all necessary information for a reader to locate the specific film.

A typical bibliography entry for a film follows this structure:

Welles, Orson, director. Citizen Kane. Produced by Mercury Theatre. 1941.

Including key actors can also enhance the bibliography entry, especially if they are central to your
analysis:

Welles, Orson, director. Citizen Kane. Starring Orson Welles, Joseph Cotten, Dorothy Comingore,
Agnes Moorehead, and Everett Sloane. Produced by Mercury Theatre. 1941.

The Author-Date System for Citing Films

The Author-Date system, commonly used in the social sciences, employs in-text citations that include
the author's last name and the year of publication, and a reference list at the end of the document
containing full bibliographic details. When citing films in this system, the "author" is generally
considered the director.

In-Text Citations for Films (Author-Date)
In the Author-Date system, in-text citations for films are brief and point the reader to the full entry in
the reference list. The director's last name and the film's release year are the primary components.

For instance, if you are discussing Orson Welles's Citizen Kane, an in-text citation might appear as:

(Welles 1941)

If you are quoting a specific scene or dialogue, you may also include a timestamp:

(Welles 1941, 00:45:10)

Reference List Entries for Films (Author-Date)
The reference list provides the full bibliographic information for each source cited in the text. For
films, this entry typically starts with the director's last name, followed by the film title, production
company, and year. The emphasis is on providing sufficient data for retrieval.

A standard reference list entry for a film would be structured as:

Welles, Orson, director. 1941. Citizen Kane. Mercury Theatre.

When including principal actors, they can be listed after the title, contributing to a more detailed
identification of the film:

Welles, Orson, director. 1941. Citizen Kane. Starring Orson Welles, Joseph Cotten, Dorothy Comingore,
Agnes Moorehead, and Everett Sloane. Mercury Theatre.



Specific Scenarios and Variations in Film Citation

While the core principles of citing films remain consistent, there are several specific scenarios that
require minor adjustments to the standard citation format. These variations ensure that the citation
accurately reflects the nature of the film and how it was accessed.

Citing Documentaries and Short Films
The citation style for documentaries and short films generally follows the same rules as for feature
films. The director remains the primary "author." However, for documentaries, it might be beneficial
to emphasize the subject matter or narrator if they are particularly central to your analysis. For short
films, ensure that their limited running time is implicitly understood, and always include the director
and production details.

Citing Films with Multiple Directors or Producers
When a film has multiple directors, list them in the order they are credited. If there are numerous
producers, CMOS generally suggests listing the primary producer or the production company. The
same principle applies to screenwriters, cinematographers, and other key creative personnel; list the
most significant contributors as relevant to your discussion.

Citing Films from Streaming Services and Online Platforms
Citing films accessed via streaming services requires additional information to ensure retrievability.
This typically includes the name of the streaming platform and the URL if it's a publicly accessible
link. For DVD or Blu-ray releases, the format (DVD, Blu-ray) and potentially the disc number are
included.

An example for a streaming service might be:

In Notes-Bibliography:

Bong Joon-ho, director. Parasite. Netflix. Released 2019. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.netflix.com/title/88970772.

In Author-Date:

Bong Joon-ho, director. 2019. Parasite. Netflix. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.netflix.com/title/88970772.

Citing Films from DVDs or Blu-rays
When citing a film from a physical media format like a DVD or Blu-ray, you should specify the format.
This helps readers understand the exact version of the film you consulted.

For example:

In Notes-Bibliography:

Coen, Joel and Ethan Coen, directors. No Country for Old Men. Miramax Films, 2007. DVD.



In Author-Date:

Coen, Joel, and Ethan Coen, directors. 2007. No Country for Old Men. Miramax Films. DVD.

It is also important to note that if you are citing a specific version of a film that includes director's
commentary or supplementary features, you may need to adjust your citation to reflect these
additional elements, depending on their relevance to your work.

Citing Films in Different Formats

The way a film is accessed significantly influences how it is cited in Chicago Style. Whether you
viewed it in a cinema, on a physical disc, or through a digital streaming platform, each scenario
demands a slightly different approach to ensure accuracy and completeness.

Theatrical Releases
Citing a film directly from its theatrical release is the most traditional method. In this case, the
primary focus is on the director, production company, and year of release. If you are referencing a
specific screening, such as at a film festival, you can include that detail as well, though it is less
common for general film citations.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

Scott, Ridley, director. Blade Runner. Warner Bros., 1982.

Example (Author-Date):

Scott, Ridley, director. 1982. Blade Runner. Warner Bros.

DVDs and Blu-rays
As previously detailed, when citing from a DVD or Blu-ray, specifying the format is key. This helps
distinguish it from other versions of the film and indicates the medium through which you accessed it.
Include the distributor and release year of the disc if it differs significantly from the film's original
release year.

Streaming Services and Online Platforms
The digital age has made streaming services a primary way to access films. Citations for these must
include the name of the platform (e.g., Netflix, Hulu, Amazon Prime Video) and, crucially, the URL. It's
also good practice to include the date you accessed the film, as online content can be updated or
removed. The concept of a stable URL for the specific film's page is important here.

Films Available on Multiple Platforms
If a film is available on multiple platforms, you should cite the platform through which you viewed it. If



you used a specific feature, like a director's commentary track, ensure that this is also noted
appropriately if it's central to your analysis. Consistency in citing the most accessible and relevant
version for your audience is paramount.

The Importance of Accuracy and Consistency

Throughout the process of citing films in Chicago Style, the twin pillars of accuracy and consistency
are paramount. Inaccurate details, such as misspellings of names, incorrect release years, or missing
production credits, can lead to reader confusion and diminish the credibility of your work. Likewise,
inconsistent application of citation rules—switching between systems without clear indication or
applying formats erratically—will also detract from the professionalism of your paper.

Ensure that every piece of information included in your citations can be verified. Double-check names,
titles, dates, and studio affiliations against reliable sources, such as film databases or official
production information. For consistency, decide at the outset which Chicago Style system (Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date) you will use and adhere to it strictly throughout your entire document.
This not only makes your work easier to follow but also demonstrates a thorough understanding of
academic citation practices.

When in doubt, consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance.
Adhering to these detailed guidelines ensures that your engagement with cinematic works is properly
attributed and readily accessible to your readers, enriching your academic discourse and upholding
the standards of scholarly integrity.

Q: What is the primary difference between citing films in the
Notes-Bibliography system versus the Author-Date system in
Chicago Style?
A: The primary difference lies in where the citation information is presented and its format. In the
Notes-Bibliography system, short citations appear as footnotes or endnotes within the text, followed
by a full bibliographic entry at the end. In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are brief (e.g.,
(Director Last Name Year)), and a comprehensive reference list containing full bibliographic details is
provided at the end.

Q: Who is considered the "author" when citing a film in
Chicago Style?
A: Generally, the director is considered the primary "author" when citing a film in Chicago Style. This
is because the director is typically responsible for the overall creative vision and execution of the film.



Q: How do I cite a film that I watched on a streaming service
like Netflix or Hulu?
A: When citing a film from a streaming service, you should include the name of the streaming
platform and the URL where the film can be accessed. It is also recommended to include the date you
accessed the film, as online content can change. For example: Director Last Name, director. Film Title.
Streaming Platform. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Q: What information is essential for a complete Chicago Style
citation of a film?
A: The essential information includes the film's title (italicized), the director's name, the production
company or studio, and the year of release. Depending on the system used and the context, it may
also include key cast members, producers, and the format of access (e.g., DVD, streaming).

Q: Should I include the names of actors in my film citations?
A: Including the names of main actors is often beneficial, especially if they are central to your analysis
or help to identify the film. In bibliography or reference list entries, they are typically listed after the
film title.

Q: How do I cite a film with multiple directors in Chicago
Style?
A: If a film has multiple directors, list them in the order they are credited on the film. For example, for
a film by Joel and Ethan Coen, you would list them as "Joel and Ethan Coen, directors."

Q: What is the best way to cite a specific scene or moment
from a film?
A: To cite a specific scene or moment, you can include a timestamp in your in-text citation,
particularly if using the Author-Date system. For example: (Director Last Name Year, timestamp). In
the notes or bibliography, you can refer to the specific scene in your text or commentary if needed.

Q: Is it necessary to cite a film if I am only discussing its plot
and not quoting dialogue?
A: Yes, it is always necessary to cite a film if you are referencing its plot, themes, characters, or any
other aspect of its content. Even if you are not directly quoting dialogue, you are still drawing upon
the film as a source of information and analysis, and proper attribution is required.



Q: Where can I find the most up-to-date guidelines for citing
films in Chicago Style?
A: The most authoritative source for Chicago Style citation guidelines is the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style. You can also find reputable summaries and guides on university writing
center websites that adhere to CMOS.
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