chicago style wrap up paragraph

The Art of the Chicago Style Wrap Up Paragraph

chicago style wrap up paragraph is a crucial element in academic and professional writing,
serving as the final impression a reader takes away from your work. Mastering this concluding section
ensures your arguments are reinforced, your evidence is synthesized, and your overall message
resonates effectively. This article will delve into the intricacies of crafting a compelling Chicago style
wrap up paragraph, exploring its purpose, essential components, and common pitfalls to avoid. We
will examine how to effectively summarize main points without being repetitive, how to offer a final
thought or implication, and how to ensure your conclusion leaves a lasting, impactful impression.
Understanding these nuances is vital for any writer aiming for clarity, coherence, and persuasive
power in their academic and professional endeavors.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style Wrap Up
Paragraph

The primary function of a Chicago style wrap up paragraph is to provide a sense of closure and to
reinforce the central argument or thesis of your paper. It's not merely a summary; it's an opportunity
to underscore the significance of your research and to leave the reader with a clear understanding of
your main contribution. A well-crafted conclusion solidifies the ideas presented throughout the body
of your work, ensuring that the reader departs with a unified and coherent perspective. This final
section acts as a bridge, connecting the detailed analysis within the paper back to the broader
context or implications of the topic.

Furthermore, a strong wrap up paragraph demonstrates the writer's command of the subject matter
by showing how various points converge to support the overall thesis. It should offer a final
perspective, perhaps suggesting future avenues of research or highlighting the practical applications
of the findings. In essence, it's the last chance to persuade your audience of the validity and
importance of your claims, leaving them with a sense of completion and a lasting impression of your
work's value.

Key Components of an Effective Wrap Up Paragraph



Restating the Thesis in New Terms

A critical element of a Chicago style wrap up paragraph is the reintroduction of the thesis statement,
but not in its original wording. The goal is to remind the reader of the central argument without
sounding redundant. This involves using different vocabulary and sentence structures to convey the
same core idea, demonstrating a deeper understanding and synthesis of the material. This rephrasing
shows how the evidence presented in the paper ultimately validates the initial premise, reinforcing
the paper's logical progression.

This re-articulation should feel like a natural culmination of the preceding discussion, not an abrupt
return to the introduction. It connects the journey the reader has taken through your analysis back to
the destination you initially promised. By restating the thesis in a fresh way, you affirm its significance
and ensure it remains at the forefront of the reader's mind as they conclude their engagement with
your work.

Synthesizing Main Arguments

Beyond simply restating the thesis, an effective Chicago style wrap up paragraph must synthesize the
main arguments and evidence presented throughout the paper. This involves weaving together the
key points and findings from your body paragraphs to demonstrate how they collectively support your
thesis. Rather than listing each point individually, you should show the interconnectedness of your
ideas and how they build upon one another. This synthesis provides a comprehensive overview of
your analytical process.

Think of it as painting a cohesive picture from individual brushstrokes. Each argument is a stroke, and
the wrap up paragraph is where you show how they form a complete and meaningful image. This
summation reinforces the credibility of your claims by demonstrating the breadth and depth of your
exploration and the logical flow of your reasoning. It offers a final confirmation that your arguments
are well-supported and contribute meaningfully to the overall discussion.

Offering a Final Thought or Implication

A truly impactful Chicago style wrap up paragraph goes beyond mere summary and offers a final
thought, implication, or broader significance of the topic. This might involve suggesting practical
applications of your findings, highlighting the societal or academic relevance of your research, or
proposing avenues for future inquiry. This element elevates your conclusion from a simple recap to a
forward-looking statement that leaves the reader with something to ponder.

This final insight demonstrates your deep understanding of the subject and its place within a larger
context. It can answer the implicit question of "so what?" by showing why your work matters. Whether
it's a call to action, a prediction, or a profound observation, this concluding remark provides a sense
of closure while simultaneously opening up new perspectives for the reader, making your work more
memorable and influential.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style Wrap Ups

Several common errors can weaken the effectiveness of a Chicago style wrap up paragraph. One of



the most frequent mistakes is introducing entirely new information or arguments that were not
discussed in the body of the paper. This can confuse the reader and undermine the credibility of your
previous analysis. A conclusion should build upon what has already been established, not introduce
extraneous ideas.

Another pitfall is being too repetitive. While restating the thesis is important, it should be done in new
terms. Simply copying and pasting phrases or sentences from earlier in the paper can make the
conclusion feel stale and uninspired. Additionally, ending abruptly without providing a sense of
closure or a final thought can leave the reader feeling unsatisfied. A good wrap up paragraph offers a
sense of completion and leaves a lasting impression.

Introducing new evidence or arguments.

Being overly repetitive or using identical phrasing.
Summarizing points without synthesizing them.

Ending abruptly without a concluding thought.
Apologizing for limitations or weaknesses in the research.

Crafting a Strong and Memorable Conclusion

To craft a strong and memorable Chicago style wrap up paragraph, begin by revisiting your thesis and
outlining your main supporting points. Consider the overarching message you want to convey and
how your research contributes to the existing discourse on the topic. Draft your conclusion by first
rephrasing your thesis, then synthesizing your key arguments in a way that demonstrates their
interconnectedness and logical progression.

Ensure your language is concise and impactful, avoiding jargon where possible unless it's essential to
your field. The final sentence or two should offer that compelling final thought or implication that
lingers with the reader. Practice reading your conclusion aloud to check for flow and rhythm.
Ultimately, a strong conclusion should feel like a natural and satisfying resolution to the intellectual
journey the reader has undertaken with your paper.

Examples of Effective Chicago Style Wrap Up
Paragraphs

Consider a hypothetical paper arguing that increased public funding for arts education in K-12 schools
leads to improved critical thinking skills. An effective Chicago style wrap up paragraph might begin by
restating the thesis: "As demonstrated through the analysis of student engagement metrics and
standardized test score correlations, the infusion of public resources into K-12 arts education
demonstrably cultivates enhanced critical thinking abilities." It would then synthesize the main
arguments, such as: "The integration of visual arts, music, and drama provides unique avenues for
problem-solving, creative ideation, and complex interpretation, fostering cognitive flexibility that
transcends artistic disciplines and impacts academic performance across the curriculum." Finally, it
would offer an implication: "Therefore, prioritizing and expanding arts education funding is not merely
an investment in cultural enrichment but a vital strategy for nurturing the intellectual capital
necessary for students to thrive in an increasingly complex world, urging policymakers to recognize
its profound educational efficacy."



This example illustrates how the wrap up paragraph effectively summarizes, synthesizes, and offers a
broader implication, leaving the reader with a reinforced understanding of the paper's central
argument and its significance. The language is professional, the points are connected, and the final
statement provides a strong takeaway message.

FAQ: Chicago Style Wrap Up Paragraph

Q: What is the main goal of a Chicago style wrap up
paragraph?

A: The main goal of a Chicago style wrap up paragraph is to provide closure to the reader, reinforce
the paper's thesis, and leave a lasting impression of the argument's significance and validity. It
synthesizes the main points and offers a final perspective without introducing new information.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago style wrap
up paragraph?

A: No, you should absolutely not introduce new evidence or arguments in your Chicago style wrap up
paragraph. The conclusion is a place to synthesize what has already been presented and discussed,
not to add new material that the reader has not had the opportunity to consider.

Q: How do | rephrase my thesis in the conclusion without
sounding repetitive?

A: To rephrase your thesis effectively, focus on using different vocabulary and sentence structures
while retaining the core meaning. Consider the journey your paper has taken and how the evidence
has substantiated your initial claim, then articulate that validated claim in new terms that reflect the
insights gained throughout your analysis.

Q: What is the difference between summarizing and
synthesizing in a wrap up paragraph?

A: Summarizing involves listing or briefly restating individual points. Synthesizing, on the other hand,
involves showing how these individual points connect, interact, and build upon each other to form a
cohesive whole that supports the main thesis. Synthesis is a higher-level cognitive process that
demonstrates a deeper understanding of the material.

Q: Can a Chicago style wrap up paragraph suggest future



research?

A: Yes, suggesting avenues for future research is an excellent way to end a Chicago style wrap up
paragraph. It demonstrates the ongoing relevance of your topic and can inspire further inquiry from
your readers, leaving them with a sense of the work's impact beyond its immediate scope.

Q: How long should a Chicago style wrap up paragraph be?

A: The length of a Chicago style wrap up paragraph can vary depending on the length and complexity
of the paper. Generally, it should be long enough to adequately summarize and synthesize your main
points and offer a concluding thought, but not so long that it becomes repetitive or detracts from the
main body of your work. Aim for conciseness and impact.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a quote in a Chicago style wrap up
paragraph?

A: While it's generally advisable to avoid lengthy quotes in a conclusion, a very brief, impactful quote
that powerfully encapsulates your thesis or a key insight can be effective. However, the quote should
serve to reinforce your own synthesized message, not replace it. The emphasis should remain on your
own articulation of the ideas.

Q: What should | do if my paper's findings are inconclusive?

A: If your findings are inconclusive, your Chicago style wrap up paragraph should reflect this honestly.
You can discuss the limitations of your study, the complexities of the issue, and why definitive
conclusions are difficult to draw. The focus can shift to the insights gained from the process of
investigation and the questions that remain unanswered, framing the inconclusiveness as an
opportunity for further exploration.
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