chicago style works cited formatting
examples

Understanding Chicago Style Works Cited Formatting Examples

chicago style works cited formatting examples are crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication in scholarly writing. Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) ensures that
your sources are presented consistently and comprehensively, allowing readers to easily locate and
verify the information you've used. This guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style citations,
covering both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems. We will explore common source types,
provide detailed examples, and highlight the essential components that make up a complete and
accurate works cited entry. Mastering these formatting nuances is key to producing polished, credible
research papers, essays, and other academic works.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. Each system serves a slightly different purpose and is preferred
in various academic disciplines. Understanding which system to use is the first step in correctly
formatting your works cited page or bibliography.

The notes-bibliography system is more common in the humanities, such as literature, history, and the
arts. It utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text and a bibliography at the end of
the paper that lists all sources consulted. This system allows for more extensive commentary and



explanation within the notes.

The author-date system is prevalent in the social sciences and natural sciences. It uses parenthetical
in-text citations that include the author's last name and the publication year, and a reference list at
the end that contains full source details. This system is often considered more streamlined for
scientific research where lengthy notes are less common.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style Citation

Regardless of which of the two systems you employ, several core pieces of information are generally
required for a complete Chicago style citation. These elements help your reader identify and locate

your sources effectively. Precision in providing these details is paramount.

The fundamental components of a Chicago style citation typically include:

e Author(s) or Editor(s)
e Title of the work
e Publication information (publisher, place of publication, year of publication)

e For articles, include the title of the journal, magazine, or newspaper, volume and issue
numbers, and page numbers

¢ For online sources, include the URL and date of access

The order and punctuation of these elements vary significantly between the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems, as well as by the type of source being cited.

Formatting Different Source Types in Chicago Style

The complexity of sourcing in academic research means you will encounter a wide array of materials.
Knowing how to format these diverse sources correctly in Chicago style is essential. Each type of
source has specific conventions that must be followed.

Books

When citing a book, the author's name, the title of the book, and the publication details are the key
components. For the author's name, the last name is listed first in bibliographies and reference lists,
followed by the first name. The title of the book should be italicized.

For a single-author book in the notes-bibliography system (bibliography entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

For a single-author book in the author-date system (reference list entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.



Journal Articles

Citing journal articles requires information about the author, the article title, the journal title, the
volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page range of the article. The journal title is
typically italicized, while the article title is enclosed in quotation marks.

For a journal article in the notes-bibliography system (bibliography entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Range.

For a journal article in the author-date system (reference list entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue:
Page Range.

Websites

Citing websites is becoming increasingly common. For online sources, you'll need the author (if
available), the title of the specific page or document, the name of the website, the URL, and the date
you accessed the information. The title of the webpage is usually enclosed in quotation marks.

For a webpage in the notes-bibliography system (bibliography entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Webpage." Name of Website. Last Modified Date (if available).
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

For a webpage in the author-date system (reference list entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication (if available). "Title of Webpage." Name of Website.
Last Modified Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Newspaper Articles

Newspaper articles are cited similarly to journal articles but with specific details for newspapers. This
includes the author, article title, newspaper title, date of publication, and page numbers. The
newspaper title is italicized.

For a newspaper article in the notes-bibliography system (bibliography entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Newspaper Title, Month Day, Year. Page Numbers.

For a newspaper article in the author-date system (reference list entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Article." Newspaper Title, Month Day. Page
Numbers.

Magazines

Magazine articles follow a format close to journal articles, but the magazine title is italicized, and
typically only the date of the issue is provided, not volume and issue numbers.



For a magazine article in the notes-bibliography system (bibliography entry):
Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Magazine Title, Month Day, Year. Page Numbers.
For a magazine article in the author-date system (reference list entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Article." Magazine Title, Month Day. Page
Numbers.

Edited Books and Chapters

When citing a chapter from an edited book, you need to include the chapter author, the chapter title,
the editor(s) of the book, the book title, and the book's publication details.

For a chapter in an edited book in the notes-bibliography system (bibliography entry):

Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by Editor Last Name,
First Name, Page Range of Chapter. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

For a chapter in an edited book in the author-date system (reference list entry):

Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited
by Editor First Name Last Name, Page Range of Chapter. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Dissertations and Theses

Citing dissertations and theses requires information about the author, the title of the work, the degree
obtained, the university, and the year of completion.

For a dissertation in the notes-bibliography system (bibliography entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss., University Name, Year of Graduation.
For a dissertation in the author-date system (reference list entry):

Author Last Name, First Name. Year of Graduation. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss., University Name.
Audiovisual Materials

Citing films, videos, or other audiovisual materials involves providing the title, director, producer,
distributor, and release date.

For a film in the notes-bibliography system (bibliography entry):

Title of Film. Directed by First Name Last Name. Produced by First Name Last Name. Distributed by
Distributor Name, Year of Release.

For a film in the author-date system (reference list entry):

Director First Name Last Name, dir. Year of Release. Title of Film. Produced by First Name Last Name.
Distributed by Distributor Name.



Author-Date System: In-Text Citations and Reference List Examples

The author-date system provides a concise way to integrate source information directly into your text.
This system relies on parenthetical citations that direct the reader to a full entry in the reference list
at the end of your paper. The clarity of these in-text citations directly impacts the reader's ability to
follow your research trail.

Basic In-Text Citation Structure

In the author-date system, an in-text citation typically includes the author's last name and the year of
publication. If you are referencing a specific part of the work, like a page number, it is also included.

(Author Last Name Year)

If quoting directly or referencing a specific point:

(Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

When the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year needs to be in parentheses:
As Smith (2020) argues...

Reference List Formatting for Books

The reference list in the author-date system is an alphabetical listing of all the sources you have cited
in your text. Book entries are a foundational element of this list.

e Doe, John. 2022. The Art of Citation. New York: Academic Press.

e Smith, Jane. 2021. Understanding SEO. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Reference List Formatting for Journal Articles

Journal articles are crucial for academic research. Their formatting in the author-date reference list is
precise to ensure easy retrieval.

e Garcia, Maria. 2023. "The Impact of Keywords on Online Visibility." Journal of Digital Marketing
15, no. 2: 112-130.

e Lee, David. 2022. "Advanced Formatting Techniques." Scholarly Writing Review 8, no. 1: 45-60.

Reference List Formatting for Websites

Websites are dynamic sources, so providing access dates is vital. The author-date reference list entry
for a website aims to capture all relevant details.



e White, Emily. 2024. "Best Practices for Content Creation." Content Marketing Hub. Accessed July

15, 2024. https://www.contentmarketinghub.com/best-practices.

e Brown, Robert. 2023. "SEO Fundamentals Explained." Tech Insights Online. Accessed July 15,
2024. https://www.techinsightsonline.com/seo-fundamentals.

Notes-Bibliography System: Footnotes/Endnotes and Bibliography Examples

The notes-bibliography system offers a different approach to citing sources, emphasizing
comprehensive notes and a detailed bibliography. This system allows for more nuanced discussions
within the notes themselves.

First and Subsequent Note Structure

In the notes-bibliography system, sources are cited using footnotes (at the bottom of the page) or
endnotes (at the end of the document). The first note for a given source provides full bibliographic
information, while subsequent notes for the same source can be shortened.

First Note Example (Book):

1. John Doe, The Art of Citation (New York: Academic Press, 2022), 45.

Subsequent Note Example (Book):

2. Doe, Art of Citation, 78.

Bibliography Formatting for Books

The bibliography in the notes-bibliography system lists all sources consulted, presented in
alphabetical order by author's last name. The format for books is similar to the reference list in the
author-date system, but the author's name is typically given in last name, first name order, and
publication information is presented differently.

* Doe, John. The Art of Citation. New York: Academic Press, 2022.

e Smith, Jane. Understanding SEO. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021.

Bibliography Formatting for Journal Articles

Journal articles are listed with their full details in the bibliography, ensuring readers can easily find the

original publication.

e Garcia, Maria. "The Impact of Keywords on Online Visibility." Journal of Digital Marketing 15, no.
2 (2023): 112-130.

e Lee, David. "Advanced Formatting Techniques." Scholarly Writing Review 8, no. 1 (2022): 45-60.



Bibliography Formatting for Websites

For online resources, the bibliography entry includes the URL and access date, which are critical for
locating information that might change over time.

e White, Emily. "Best Practices for Content Creation." Content Marketing Hub. Last modified
November 10, 2023. Accessed July 15, 2024.
https://www.contentmarketinghub.com/best-practices.

e Brown, Robert. "SEO Fundamentals Explained." Tech Insights Online. Last modified September
20, 2023. Accessed July 15, 2024. https://www.techinsightsonline.com/seo-fundamentals.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago Style

Navigating Chicago style formatting can present challenges. Awareness of common errors and
adherence to best practices will ensure accuracy and professionalism in your work. Careful attention
to detail is the most important practice.

¢ Inconsistent Formatting: Ensure that all citations of the same source type follow the exact
same format throughout your document.

¢ Missing Information: Double-check that all required elements for each source type are
present (e.g., publisher, year, page numbers).

¢ Incorrect Punctuation: Pay close attention to commas, periods, and quotation marks as they
are strictly prescribed in Chicago style.

e Misplaced Italics and Quotation Marks: Understand when to italicize titles (books, journals,
newspapers) and when to use quotation marks (article titles, chapter titles).

¢ Using the Wrong System: Always confirm whether your instructor or publisher requires the
notes-bibliography or author-date system.

Adopting a systematic approach, utilizing citation management software where appropriate, and
proofreading meticulously are all excellent strategies for avoiding common mistakes and producing
polished Chicago style works cited pages and bibliographies.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography system



uses footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author
Last Name Year). Both systems conclude with a list of all sources consulted, termed a bibliography for
the former and a reference list for the latter.

Q: When should | use Chicago style for my academic work?

A: Chicago style is frequently used in history, literature, and the arts (notes-bibliography system), and
in the social sciences and some natural sciences (author-date system). Always check your instructor's
or publisher's guidelines to confirm which citation style is required.

Q: How do | format a book with multiple authors in Chicago
style?

A: For two authors, list them both, separated by "and." For three or more authors, list the first author
followed by "et al." in the bibliography/reference list. In notes, you can list all authors for the first note
and use "et al." for subsequent notes if there are three or more.

Q: What information is essential for citing a website in
Chicago style?

A: For websites, you generally need the author (if known), the title of the specific page or article, the
name of the website, the date of publication or last modification (if available), the date you accessed
the page, and the URL.

Q: Is there a difference in formatting for in-text citations
versus the bibliography/reference list in Chicago style?

A: Yes, there is a significant difference. In-text citations are brief (e.g., (Smith 2020) or a footnote
number), directing the reader to the full bibliographic details provided in the bibliography or reference
list at the end of the document. The bibliography/reference list contains comprehensive information
about each source.

Q: How do | handle sources with no author listed in Chicago
style?

A: If a source has no author, begin the citation with the title of the work. For the
bibliography/reference list, the title will be alphabetized accordingly. In the author-date system, if
there's no author but a clear publication date, the date might be used, or you might use an
organizational author if applicable.

Q: What is the purpose of a "date of access” for online



sources in Chicago style?

A: The date of access is crucial for online sources because web content can be updated or removed
without notice. Including the access date helps readers understand when you viewed the information,
providing context for its potential volatility.

Q: Can | use italicization for website titles in Chicago style?

A: Generally, the title of a website as a whole (e.g., The New York Times) is italicized. The title of a
specific article or page within that website is usually enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a book published before
1900 in the notes-bibliography system?

A: For books published before 1900, the CMOS sometimes recommends including the publisher's
name in the citation if it is readily available and relevant, though it's not always mandatory. Always
consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most current guidelines.

Q: How should | format page numbers for a range in Chicago
style citations?

A: Page ranges are typically indicated using a hyphen. For example, pages 45-52. If the page numbers
are in the hundreds and the first number is the same, you can abbreviate the second number, e.g.,
pages 145-47.
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