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The Art of the Chicago Style University Writing Conclusion

chicago style university writing conclusion is not merely an endpoint; it is a carefully crafted synthesis

of your research, argumentation, and insights, designed to leave a lasting impression on your reader.

Mastering this crucial element of academic writing in Chicago style involves understanding its purpose,

structure, and the specific conventions that set it apart. This article will delve into the nuances of

constructing a compelling conclusion within the framework of Chicago style, covering essential

elements such as summarizing key arguments, offering final thoughts, and adhering to citation

practices. We will explore how to effectively bring your academic paper to a close, ensuring clarity,

coherence, and intellectual impact, thereby solidifying your academic voice and the credibility of your

work.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style Conclusion

The conclusion in Chicago style academic writing serves a multifaceted purpose, extending beyond a

simple summary. It is the final opportunity to persuade your reader of the validity and significance of

your research. A well-executed conclusion reinforces your central argument, or thesis, by

demonstrating how the evidence presented throughout the paper supports it. It acts as a final stamp of

authority, leaving the reader with a clear understanding of your paper's main contribution to the

scholarly conversation. By synthesizing the key points, the conclusion provides a sense of

completeness, ensuring that the reader departs with a cohesive understanding of your findings and

their implications.

Furthermore, a Chicago style conclusion is instrumental in shaping the reader's final perception of your

work. It offers a chance to reflect on the journey your paper has taken, guiding the reader from the

initial premise to the ultimate findings. This section is where you can subtly underscore the importance

of your research and its potential impact, thereby enhancing the overall intellectual weight of your

academic endeavor. It’s where the threads of your argument are neatly tied together, leaving a

polished and professional impression.

Key Components of an Effective Conclusion

An effective conclusion in Chicago style is built upon several foundational components that work in

concert to deliver a powerful closing statement. These elements ensure that the reader leaves your

paper with a clear and memorable understanding of your research and its significance.

Restating the Thesis in New Words

One of the primary functions of your Chicago style conclusion is to revisit your thesis statement.

However, this is not a mere repetition. The goal is to rephrase your central argument in a fresh and



insightful manner, reflecting the nuances and complexities revealed through your analysis. This

restatement should demonstrate how your research has substantiated your initial claim, reinforcing its

validity without sounding redundant. It’s about showing the reader that you have indeed proven your

point, but now with the benefit of the evidence you have provided.

Summarizing Main Arguments and Evidence

Following the restated thesis, you should briefly synthesize the main arguments and key pieces of

evidence that have supported your thesis throughout the paper. This summary should be concise and

focused, highlighting the most critical points that have shaped your conclusion. Avoid introducing new

evidence here; instead, draw from what has already been presented to demonstrate the coherence

and strength of your overall case. This serves as a reminder of the logical progression of your paper

and the compelling nature of your findings.

Providing a Sense of Closure and Finality

A successful Chicago style conclusion should provide a definitive sense of closure. This means

bringing all the threads of your argument together and ensuring that the reader feels your discussion

has reached a natural and satisfying end. Avoid any language that suggests uncertainty or an

incomplete exploration. The conclusion should feel like the culmination of a well-developed thought

process, leaving the reader with a feeling of resolution regarding the questions or topics you set out to

address.

Offering Broader Implications or Future Research Directions

Beyond summarizing, a strong conclusion can also offer a glimpse into the broader implications of your

research or suggest avenues for future scholarly inquiry. This can involve discussing how your findings

contribute to a larger field of study, what unanswered questions remain, or what new questions your

research has raised. This element adds a forward-looking perspective, demonstrating the continued

relevance and potential impact of your work. It encourages further thought and engagement with your



subject matter.

What to Avoid in Your Conclusion

Just as important as knowing what to include in your Chicago style conclusion is understanding what

elements to omit. Certain practices can detract from the effectiveness of your closing remarks and

undermine the credibility of your academic paper.

Introducing New Information or Arguments

The conclusion is not the place to introduce entirely new evidence, concepts, or arguments that were

not discussed in the body of your paper. Doing so can confuse the reader and create a sense of an

underdeveloped argument. If a point is important enough to be included, it should have been

integrated into the main body of your work where it could be properly explained and supported by

evidence.

Apologizing or Being Vague

Avoid making apologies for your research, such as "I may not have fully explored this topic" or "This is

just one perspective." Such statements weaken your authority and convey a lack of confidence in your

own work. Similarly, vagueness should be eschewed. Your conclusion should be as clear and precise

as the rest of your paper, offering concrete takeaways.

Ending Abruptly

A conclusion should not feel tacked on or end without a sense of completion. It needs to flow logically

from the preceding body paragraphs and provide a clear sense of resolution. An abrupt ending can

leave the reader feeling unsatisfied and that the paper's potential has not been fully realized. Ensure a



smooth transition and a robust final statement.

Chicago Style Citation Considerations in the Conclusion

While the conclusion is primarily for synthesis and reflection, it is not entirely devoid of citation

requirements in Chicago style. If you are quoting directly or paraphrasing an idea from a source

specifically to reinforce a point made in the conclusion, you must still provide the appropriate citation.

This typically involves using footnotes or endnotes, as mandated by the Chicago Manual of Style.

Even if the point you are making is a general implication of your research, ensuring that any direct or

indirect references to external sources are properly attributed is paramount for academic integrity.

It is crucial to consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for precise guidelines on

footnote and endnote formatting. The goal is to maintain consistency with the citation style used

throughout the rest of your paper. While the body of the conclusion may not require extensive citations

if it solely synthesizes your own arguments, any specific borrowed material must be acknowledged.

This uphills the principles of scholarly attribution and prevents any accusations of plagiarism.

Crafting a Memorable Closing Statement

The final sentence or two of your conclusion can significantly impact the reader’s lasting impression. A

memorable closing statement often circles back to the introduction, creating a sense of symmetry and

completeness. It might offer a powerful final thought that resonates, a compelling call to action (where

appropriate), or a broader reflection on the significance of your topic. This statement should be

concise, impactful, and leave the reader pondering the implications of your research long after they

have finished reading.

Consider using vivid language or a poignant observation that encapsulates the essence of your paper.



The aim is to leave the reader with a sense of intellectual satisfaction and a clear takeaway message.

It’s the final flourish that solidifies the quality and impact of your academic work, ensuring that your

paper is not just read, but remembered.

Revising and Refining Your Chicago Style Conclusion

The process of writing a strong Chicago style conclusion does not end with the first draft. Revision and

refinement are critical steps in ensuring its effectiveness. After completing the main body of your

paper, set aside your conclusion and return to it with fresh eyes. Read it aloud to catch awkward

phrasing or logical gaps. Check if it accurately reflects the arguments presented in the body and if it

avoids introducing any new, unsupported ideas. Ensure that the restatement of your thesis is clear and

that the summary of your arguments is concise and relevant.

Pay close attention to the flow and transitions within the conclusion itself and between the conclusion

and the preceding paragraphs. A well-revised conclusion will feel like an organic and necessary part of

your paper, rather than an afterthought. Compare it against the original purpose you set out for it: to

summarize, reinforce, and leave a lasting impression. Make necessary edits to enhance clarity,

conciseness, and impact, ensuring it aligns with the rigorous standards of Chicago style academic

writing.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary goal of a conclusion in Chicago style university

writing?

A: The primary goal of a conclusion in Chicago style university writing is to synthesize the paper's

arguments, reinforce the thesis statement, and provide a sense of closure for the reader, leaving them



with a comprehensive understanding of the research's significance and implications.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence or arguments in my Chicago style

conclusion?

A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or arguments in your Chicago style conclusion. The

conclusion is meant to summarize and reflect on what has already been presented, not to introduce

entirely new material.

Q: How do I effectively restate my thesis in the conclusion without

being repetitive?

A: To restate your thesis effectively without repetition, focus on rephrasing it using different vocabulary

and sentence structure, reflecting the understanding gained through the paper's analysis. It should

demonstrate how your research has substantiated the original claim.

Q: What role do broader implications or suggestions for future research

play in a Chicago style conclusion?

A: Discussing broader implications or suggesting future research directions in a Chicago style

conclusion demonstrates the lasting relevance and impact of your work, encouraging further thought

and engagement within the academic community.

Q: Are there specific Chicago style citation rules for conclusions?

A: Yes, while conclusions primarily synthesize your own work, any direct quotations or paraphrased

ideas from external sources must still be cited using Chicago style footnotes or endnotes, maintaining

academic integrity.



Q: What are common pitfalls to avoid when writing a conclusion in

Chicago style?

A: Common pitfalls to avoid include introducing new information, apologizing for your research, being

vague, ending abruptly, and failing to properly synthesize your arguments and evidence.

Q: How can I ensure my Chicago style conclusion leaves a strong final

impression?

A: A strong final impression can be achieved by crafting a memorable closing statement that is

concise, impactful, and possibly echoes themes from the introduction, leaving the reader with a

profound takeaway.

Q: What is the importance of revision for a Chicago style conclusion?

A: Revision is crucial for a Chicago style conclusion to ensure clarity, coherence, accuracy, and a

logical flow. It helps refine the synthesis of arguments and polish the final message for maximum

impact.
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