
chicago style thesis citation
The process of correctly implementing a chicago style thesis citation is fundamental for
academic integrity and scholarly communication. This comprehensive guide delves into
the intricacies of citing theses and dissertations within the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS), ensuring your research adheres to the highest standards. We will explore the
essential components of Chicago style citations for these academic works, covering both
the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Understanding these
distinctions and the specific elements required for each citation type is crucial for avoiding
plagiarism and providing proper credit to the original authors. Our aim is to equip you
with the knowledge to confidently navigate the nuances of citing these vital scholarly
resources.
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Understanding the Importance of Citing Theses
and Dissertations

Theses and dissertations represent significant scholarly contributions, encapsulating
original research, extensive literature reviews, and unique analytical frameworks. Properly
citing these works is not merely a stylistic requirement; it is a cornerstone of academic
honesty. By accurately attributing the ideas and findings of thesis and dissertation
authors, you acknowledge their intellectual property and allow your readers to locate and
verify your sources. This practice fosters transparency in research and contributes to the
collective knowledge base of your academic discipline. Failure to cite correctly can lead to
accusations of plagiarism, which carries severe academic consequences.

Furthermore, correctly citing theses and dissertations demonstrates your engagement
with existing scholarship. It shows that you have conducted thorough research and are
building upon the work of others. This is particularly important when citing graduate-level
research, as these documents often contain cutting-edge or highly specialized information
not yet published in peer-reviewed journals. Mastering Chicago style thesis citation
ensures that your academic work is credible and respected within the scholarly
community.



Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography System for
Theses and Dissertations

The notes-bibliography system, commonly used in the humanities, relies on footnotes or
endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work.
When citing a thesis or dissertation in this system, you are providing detailed information
that allows readers to identify the specific work and its location if it's publicly accessible.
The primary goal is to give enough information in the note so the reader can find the
source, and then to provide a full bibliographic entry for easy reference.

This system is particularly useful for longer works or those with extensive source material,
as it allows for detailed annotation without interrupting the flow of the main text. For
theses and dissertations, the notes-bibliography system is the preferred method in many
academic fields when the Chicago Manual of Style is prescribed.

Essential Elements of a Notes-Bibliography Citation

To construct a Chicago style thesis citation using the notes-bibliography system, several
key pieces of information are required. These elements ensure that the citation is precise
and unambiguous. The specific format might vary slightly depending on whether the thesis
or dissertation is published, unpublished, or available electronically through a repository.

Author's Full Name: The name of the author as it appears on the title page.

Title of the Thesis or Dissertation: This should be italicized.

Degree Earned: Specify whether it is a PhD dissertation or a Master's thesis.

University Name: The full name of the institution where the degree was awarded.

Year of Degree Conferral: The year the degree was officially granted.

Publication Information (if applicable): This includes the publisher and publication
date if the thesis or dissertation has been formally published.

Repository or Database Information (if applicable): If accessed online, include the
name of the database or repository (e.g., ProQuest Dissertations & Theses,
institutional repository) and a stable URL or DOI.

Page Numbers: If you are referencing a specific part of the work, include the
relevant page numbers.



Examples of Notes-Bibliography Citations

Here are examples illustrating how to format Chicago style thesis citations in the notes-
bibliography system. These examples cover different scenarios, including unpublished and
published/digitally accessed works.

For an unpublished thesis or dissertation:

Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Thesis or Dissertation" (Degree Type, University
Name, Year).

Example:

Jane Doe, "The Impact of Urbanization on Avian Migration Patterns" (PhD dissertation,
University of Chicago, 2022).

For a published or digitally accessed thesis or dissertation (e.g., via ProQuest):

Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Thesis or Dissertation" (Degree Type, University
Name, Year), publication details or database information, accessed Month Day, Year, URL
or DOI.

Example:

John Smith, "Renewable Energy Adoption in Developing Economies" (Master's thesis,
Northwestern University, 2021), ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global, accessed
October 26, 2023,
https://www.proquest.com/dissertations-theses/renewable-energy-adoption-in-developing-e
conomies/docview/xxxxxxxxx.

Chicago Style: Author-Date System for Theses and
Dissertations

The author-date system, predominantly used in the social sciences and natural sciences,
uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and the publication
year. A reference list, alphabetized by the author's last name, appears at the end of the
document, providing full bibliographic details for each source cited.

When citing a thesis or dissertation in Chicago's author-date system, the focus is on
providing a concise in-text marker that points the reader to the full entry in the reference
list. This system prioritizes efficiency in the text while ensuring complete source
information is readily available at the end.

Essential Elements of an Author-Date Citation

The author-date system for Chicago style thesis citation requires specific elements for
both the in-text citation and the corresponding reference list entry. The goal is to provide



immediate attribution in the text and a complete record for the reader.

Author's Last Name and First Initial (for in-text): This is the primary identifier in the
parenthetical citation.

Year of Publication or Degree Conferral: Crucial for distinguishing between works by
the same author.

Author's Full Name (for reference list): As it appears on the title page.

Title of the Thesis or Dissertation: Italicized.

Degree Type and University: Specification of the degree and institution.

Year of Degree Conferral.

Publication Information (if applicable): Publisher and date if published.

Repository or Database Information (if applicable): Database name and URL/DOI.

Examples of Author-Date Citations

Here are examples of Chicago style thesis citation for the author-date system,
demonstrating how to format both the in-text citations and the reference list entries.

In-text citation example:

The research indicates a significant correlation between urban green spaces and public
well-being (Doe 2022).

Reference list entry for an unpublished thesis or dissertation:

Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Urbanization on Avian Migration Patterns." PhD dissertation,
University of Chicago, 2022.

Reference list entry for a published or digitally accessed thesis or dissertation:

Smith, John. "Renewable Energy Adoption in Developing Economies." Master's thesis,
Northwestern University, 2021. ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global. Accessed
October 26, 2023.
https://www.proquest.com/dissertations-theses/renewable-energy-adoption-in-developing-e
conomies/docview/xxxxxxxxx.



Special Considerations for Citing Theses and
Dissertations

There are several nuances to consider when citing theses and dissertations that may not
apply to other source types. These often revolve around the availability and publication
status of the work. Understanding these distinctions ensures accuracy in your Chicago
style thesis citation.

One crucial aspect is whether the thesis or dissertation has been formally published by a
commercial publisher. If it has, it should be treated as a published book or monograph,
with the publication details taking precedence. If it has not been formally published but is
available through a university repository or a specialized database like ProQuest, you will
need to include details about its accessibility.

Another consideration is citing a thesis or dissertation that is not publicly accessible. In
such cases, you might need to rely on personal communication or internal university
archives, which have their own specific citation guidelines within Chicago style. However,
for most academic research, publicly available theses and dissertations are the most
common sources.

Finding Thesis and Dissertation Information

Locating the necessary information for a Chicago style thesis citation can sometimes be
challenging. The title page of the thesis or dissertation is the primary source for author
name, title, degree, university, and year of conferral. However, for digitally accessed
works, additional information such as database names, accession numbers, and stable
URLs or DOIs are essential.

University library catalogs, academic databases such as ProQuest Dissertations & Theses
Global, and institutional repositories are invaluable resources for finding and accessing
these scholarly documents. When using databases, look for details provided by the
database itself, as these often include publication information, abstract, and citation tools,
though always verify these against the original document if possible.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Thesis Citation

Several common errors can occur when citing theses and dissertations, even for
experienced writers. Being aware of these potential pitfalls can help you avoid them and
ensure your citations are consistently accurate.

Incorrectly identifying the degree: Confusing a Master's thesis with a PhD
dissertation can lead to inaccuracies in the citation.



Omitting crucial publication or access details: For digitally accessed works, failing to
include the database, URL, or DOI renders the citation incomplete and difficult to
verify.

Inconsistent formatting between notes and bibliography/reference list: The Chicago
Manual of Style requires specific formatting for both, and deviations can cause
confusion.

Improper italicization of titles: The titles of theses and dissertations should always be
italicized.

Forgetting the year of degree conferral: This date is essential for accurate
referencing.

Misattributing the publisher or distributor: If the thesis is published, correctly
identifying the publisher is vital; if accessed digitally, the database acts as the
distributor.

Paying close attention to each component of the Chicago style thesis citation, and cross-
referencing with the official Chicago Manual of Style guidelines, will significantly reduce
the likelihood of making these errors. The goal is always clarity, completeness, and ease of
access for your readers.

FAQ

Q: What is the most common mistake people make when
citing a thesis in Chicago style?
A: One of the most frequent errors is failing to include the specific type of degree (e.g.,
PhD dissertation, Master's thesis) and the university from which it was awarded,
especially when the work is not widely published.

Q: Do I need to italicize the title of a thesis or
dissertation in Chicago style?
A: Yes, in both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, the title of a thesis or
dissertation is always italicized in Chicago style.

Q: How do I cite a thesis or dissertation that I found
online through a database like ProQuest?
A: For online sources, you typically need to include the author, title (italicized), degree



type, university, year, the name of the database (e.g., ProQuest Dissertations & Theses
Global), and a stable URL or DOI. The access date is also often included.

Q: Is there a difference in citation format between a
Master's thesis and a PhD dissertation in Chicago style?
A: While the core components are the same, you must clearly specify whether it is a
"Master's thesis" or "PhD dissertation" in the citation. The exact phrasing might vary
slightly but clarity is key.

Q: What if the thesis or dissertation I am citing has
been formally published by a commercial publisher?
A: If a thesis or dissertation has been published as a book by a commercial publisher, you
cite it as a book, including the publisher and publication date, rather than as a student
academic work. The university and degree information might be included in a note, but
the primary bibliographic entry resembles a book citation.

Q: Should I include page numbers in my Chicago style
thesis citation?
A: You include page numbers when referencing specific information from the thesis or
dissertation, both in your in-text citation (if applicable) and in your note or reference list
entry if you are citing a particular section or quote.

Q: How do I cite an unpublished thesis or dissertation
that is only available in print at the university library?
A: For unpublished works available only in print, the citation will include the author, title
(italicized), degree type, university, and year. You would typically note its unpublished
status. Providing the library name is also helpful if it's not the authoring university.
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