chicago style sociology reference list

Mastering the Chicago Style Sociology Reference List: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style sociology reference list, often referred to as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS),
provides a robust framework for academic referencing, particularly crucial in the field of sociology.
Adhering to this style ensures clarity, consistency, and credibility in scholarly work, allowing readers
to easily locate and verify sources. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of
creating an accurate and well-formatted Chicago style sociology reference list, covering essential
components, common source types, and best practices. We will explore the fundamental principles
of citation, distinguish between author-date and notes-bibliography systems, and provide detailed
examples for various academic materials. Understanding these nuances is paramount for students
and researchers aiming to present their sociological research with academic rigor.
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Understanding the Chicago Style for Sociology

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. Both systems are widely accepted in academic disciplines, including
sociology, but they differ in their application and presentation. The choice between the two often
depends on departmental or journal requirements. Understanding the core principles behind each
system is the first step to accurately constructing a Chicago style sociology reference list.

The notes-bibliography system, favored in humanities and some social sciences, utilizes footnotes or
endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. The author-
date system, more prevalent in the sciences and some social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text
citations with the author's last name and publication year, followed by a reference list. Regardless of
the system chosen, the goal remains the same: to provide a clear and accurate record of all sources
consulted and used in the research.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained



In the notes-bibliography system, direct quotes, paraphrased ideas, or specific data from a source
are indicated by a superscript number in the text. This number corresponds to a footnote at the
bottom of the page or an endnote at the conclusion of the chapter or document. These notes provide
detailed publication information for the source upon its first citation. Subsequent citations of the
same source can be shortened. The bibliography, appearing at the end of the paper, lists all sources
cited in the notes alphabetically by author's last name, providing a comprehensive overview of the
research foundation.

This system allows for extensive explanatory notes and digressions without disrupting the flow of the
main text, making it particularly useful for in-depth sociological analysis. For a Chicago style
sociology reference list, the bibliography will contain full bibliographic details for each source,
ensuring readers can easily track down the original material.

The Author-Date System Explained

The author-date system, often preferred in empirical sociology, integrates source information
directly within the text using parenthetical citations. These typically include the author's last name
and the year of publication, such as (Smith 2020). When quoting directly, the page number is also
included, for example (Smith 2020, 45). This method offers a more concise in-text citation, allowing
the reader to immediately identify the source and date of the information.

Following the body of the text, a reference list is provided. This list contains full bibliographic details
for every source cited in the paper, arranged alphabetically by author's last name. The reference list
in this system is functionally equivalent to the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system, serving
as the definitive guide to the consulted literature for a Chicago style sociology reference list.

Essential Elements of a Chicago Style Sociology
Reference List Entry

Regardless of the citation system employed, certain core elements are fundamental to constructing
any Chicago style sociology reference list entry. Accuracy and completeness are paramount. These
elements ensure that readers can precisely identify and locate the source material. The specific
order and punctuation will vary slightly depending on the source type and the chosen citation
system, but the underlying information remains consistent.

o Author(s) or Editor(s)
¢ Title of the work

e Publication information (publisher, place of publication)

e Date of publication



e For articles or chapters: Title of the journal, magazine, or book, volume and issue numbers,
page numbers

e For online sources: URL, DOI, date of access

Paying meticulous attention to each of these components is crucial for a polished and credible
Chicago style sociology reference list.

Citing Books in a Chicago Style Sociology Reference
List

Books are foundational to sociological research, and their accurate citation in a Chicago style
sociology reference list is essential. The format for books varies slightly between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems, but the core information remains consistent. Always ensure
the author's name is presented in the correct order (last name, first name for bibliography/reference
list, first name last name for notes). The title of the book should be italicized.

Single-Author Book

In the notes-bibliography system, a note would appear as: 1. Anthony Giddens, The Constitution of
Society: Outline of the Theory of Structuration (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1984), 68. The
corresponding bibliography entry would be: Giddens, Anthony. The Constitution of Society: Outline
of the Theory of Structuration. Cambridge: Polity Press, 1984.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Giddens 1984, 68), and the reference list
entry would be: Giddens, Anthony. 1984. The Constitution of Society: Outline of the Theory of
Structuration. Cambridge: Polity Press.

Edited Book

When citing a book with an editor, the editor’s name is included. For the notes-bibliography system,
a note might look like: 2. Pierre Bourdieu, The Social Structures of the Economy, ed. Olivier Neville
(Cambridge: Polity Press, 2005), 112. The bibliography entry would be: Bourdieu, Pierre. The Social
Structures of the Economy. Edited by Olivier Neville. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2005.

The author-date system citation would be (Bourdieu 2005, 112), and the reference list entry:
Bourdieu, Pierre. 2005. The Social Structures of the Economy. Edited by Olivier Neville. Cambridge:
Polity Press.



Chapter in an Edited Book

Citing a specific chapter within an edited volume requires detailing both the chapter author and the
book editor. For notes-bibliography: 3. Erving Goffman, "The Interaction Order," in Erving Goffman:
An Introduction, ed. Paul Atkinson (London: Allen Lane, 1980), 85-90. Bibliography: Goffman,
Erving. "The Interaction Order." In Erving Goffman: An Introduction, edited by Paul Atkinson, 85-90.
London: Allen Lane, 1980.

Author-date in-text: (Goffman 1980, 85-90). Reference list: Goffman, Erving. 1980. "The Interaction
Order." In Erving Goffman: An Introduction, edited by Paul Atkinson, 85-90. London: Allen Lane.

Citing Journal Articles in a Chicago Style Sociology
Reference List

Journal articles are a cornerstone of contemporary sociological research. Properly citing them
ensures the reader can access the latest scholarly debates. Pay close attention to the inclusion of the
journal title (italicized), volume number, issue number, and page range. For online articles, the DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) is the preferred locator.

Journal Article with a DOI

Notes-Bibliography note: 4. Judith Butler, "Contingent Universality: An Essay in Bionegotiation,"
Critical Inquiry 45, no. 2 (2019): 301. Bibliography: Butler, Judith. "Contingent Universality: An
Essay in Bionegotiation." Critical Inquiry 45, no. 2 (2019): 298-320. DOI: 10.1086/703200.

Author-Date in-text: (Butler 2019, 301). Reference List: Butler, Judith. 2019. "Contingent
Universality: An Essay in Bionegotiation." Critical Inquiry 45, no. 2 (2019): 298-320. DOLI:
10.1086/703200.

Journal Article without a DOI (Print)

Notes-Bibliography note: 5. Immanuel Wallerstein, "The Rise of the World-System: A Reply to Arghiri
Emmanuel and Andre Gunder Frank," The Review of Radical Political Economics 13, no. 4 (1981): 4.
Bibliography: Wallerstein, Immanuel. "The Rise of the World-System: A Reply to Arghiri Emmanuel
and Andre Gunder Frank." The Review of Radical Political Economics 13, no. 4 (1981): 33-45.

Author-Date in-text: (Wallerstein 1981, 35). Reference List: Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1981. "The Rise
of the World-System: A Reply to Arghiri Emmanuel and Andre Gunder Frank." The Review of Radical
Political Economics 13, no. 4 (1981): 33-45.



Citing Websites and Online Sources in a Chicago Style
Sociology Reference List

The digital age has dramatically expanded the sources available for sociological research. Citing
online materials requires careful attention to detail, including the website name, author (if
available), title of the specific page or article, and the date of publication or last update. Crucially,
the URL and the date of access should always be included to help readers find the content as it
appeared to you.

Web Page with an Author

Notes-Bibliography note: 6. Sarah A. Benson, "The Digital Divide in Education," Pew Research
Center, October 26, 2021,
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/10/26/the-digital-divide-in-education/. Bibliography:
Benson, Sarah A. "The Digital Divide in Education." Pew Research Center, October 26, 2021.
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/10/26/the-digital-divide-in-education/.

Author-Date in-text: (Benson 2021). Reference List: Benson, Sarah A. 2021. "The Digital Divide in
Education." Pew Research Center, October 26, 2021.
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/10/26/the-digital-divide-in-education/.

Website without a Specific Author

When no author is identifiable, the entry typically begins with the title of the page or document. For
notes-bibliography: 7. "Global Poverty Overview 2022," World Bank, accessed November 15, 2023,
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview. Bibliography: "Global Poverty Overview
2022." World Bank. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview.

Author-Date in-text: ("Global Poverty Overview 2022" 2023). Reference List: "Global Poverty
Overview 2022." World Bank. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview.

Citing Other Common Sociology Sources

Sociological research often draws from a diverse range of materials beyond books and journal
articles. Properly citing these materials contributes to the comprehensive nature of your Chicago
style sociology reference list.



Newspaper Articles

For notes-bibliography: 8. David Leonhardt, "The Rich Are Getting Richer, but Not Always Richer
Than We Think," The New York Times, March 10, 2023, A21. Bibliography: Leonhardt, David. "The
Rich Are Getting Richer, but Not Always Richer Than We Think." The New York Times, March 10,
2023, A21.

Author-Date in-text: (Leonhardt 2023). Reference List: Leonhardt, David. 2023. "The Rich Are
Getting Richer, but Not Always Richer Than We Think." The New York Times, March 10, 2023, A21.

Government Reports

For notes-bibliography: 9. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Outlook Handbook,
2022-2023 Edition (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2022). Bibliography: U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics. Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2022-2023 Edition. Washington, DC:
Government Printing Office, 2022.

Author-Date in-text: (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 2022). Reference List: U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics. 2022. Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2022-2023 Edition. Washington, DC: Government
Printing Office.

Conference Papers

For notes-bibliography: 10. Jane Adams, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Polarization"
(paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Chicago, IL,
August 12-15, 2023). Bibliography: Adams, Jane. "The Impact of Social Media on Political
Polarization." Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association,
Chicago, IL, August 12-15, 2023.

Author-Date in-text: (Adams 2023). Reference List: Adams, Jane. 2023. "The Impact of Social Media
on Political Polarization." Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological
Association, Chicago, IL, August 12-15, 2023.

Formatting Guidelines for Your Chicago Style Sociology
Reference List

Beyond the accuracy of individual entries, the overall formatting of your Chicago style sociology
reference list contributes significantly to its professionalism and readability. Adhering to these
guidelines ensures your work meets academic standards and presents information clearly.



e Title: The list should be titled "Bibliography" (for the notes-bibliography system) or
"Reference List" (for the author-date system).

e Alphabetical Order: Entries must be arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If no
author is listed, alphabetize by the first significant word of the title (ignoring "A," "An," and
“The").

e Hanging Indent: The first line of each entry should be flush with the left margin. Subsequent
lines of the same entry should be indented by one-half inch. This makes it easier to scan the
list for specific authors.

e Spacing: Typically, single-space within each entry and double-space between entries. Some
instructors or journals may prefer double-spacing throughout the entire list. Always clarify
these preferences.

e Punctuation: Punctuation (periods, commas, colons) is critical. Ensure you follow the specific
punctuation rules for each element within an entry precisely as outlined in the Chicago
Manual of Style.

Consistent application of these formatting rules is key to a well-constructed Chicago style sociology
reference list.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style Sociology
Referencing

Even experienced researchers can stumble when creating their Chicago style sociology reference
list. Being aware of common mistakes can help you avoid them and ensure accuracy and credibility
in your work.

¢ Inconsistent Formatting: Not applying the hanging indent consistently, or using incorrect
punctuation between elements (e.g., commas instead of periods, or vice versa).

e Missing Information: Omitting essential details such as publication dates, page numbers for
direct quotes, or the URL and access date for online sources.

¢ Incorrect Author Order: Reversing the first and last names in the bibliography/reference
list, or failing to include all co-authors.

e Improper Italics and Quotation Marks: Incorrectly italicizing titles of books and journals,
or failing to put article and chapter titles in quotation marks.

e Mixing Citation Systems: Inadvertently blending elements of the notes-bibliography system
with the author-date system within the same document.

e Forgetting the Date of Access for Online Sources: Online content can change or



disappear, making the access date vital for verification.

Careful proofreading and a thorough understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style are your best
defenses against these common errors when compiling your Chicago style sociology reference list.

The Importance of Consistency in Your Chicago Style
Sociology Reference List

Consistency is the cornerstone of any effective citation style, and a Chicago style sociology reference
list is no exception. Whether you are meticulously detailing ethnographic interviews, statistical data
from government reports, or theoretical arguments from seminal texts, uniformity in your
referencing across the entire document lends an air of professionalism and academic rigor.

A consistent Chicago style sociology reference list not only aids readers in locating your sources but
also demonstrates your attention to detail and your respect for scholarly conventions. It minimizes
ambiguity and ensures that your arguments are grounded in a transparent and verifiable foundation
of research. For any sociologist seeking to contribute meaningfully to their field, mastering the
nuances of a Chicago style sociology reference list is an indispensable skill.

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style for
sociology?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical citations (Author
Year, page). Both systems conclude with a bibliography or reference list, respectively.

Q: How do I format the author's name in a Chicago style
sociology reference list?

A: In the bibliography or reference list, the author's last name comes first, followed by their first
name (e.g., Smith, John). In notes, it is typically First Name Last Name (e.g., John Smith).

Q: Should I italicize the titles of journal articles in my Chicago
style sociology reference list?

A: No, titles of journal articles, book chapters, and other standalone pieces are enclosed in quotation
marks. The titles of the larger works they are part of (e.g., the journal title, the book title) should be
italicized.



Q: What is a DOI and why is it important for citing online
journal articles in Chicago style?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent unique identifier for a digital object. When
available for a journal article, it is preferred over a URL because it is less likely to change and
ensures readers can reliably access the article.

Q: How should I format a website entry in my Chicago style
sociology reference list if there is no discernible author?

A: If no author is listed, the entry begins with the title of the specific webpage or document. The
name of the website typically follows, and then the publication date or last updated date, followed by
the URL and access date.

Q: What does a "hanging indent" mean for my Chicago style
sociology reference list?

A: A hanging indent means that the first line of each bibliographic entry is flush with the left margin,
and all subsequent lines of that entry are indented. This formatting makes it easier to scan the list
and find individual entries.

Q: How do I cite a book that has been translated into English?

A: For a translated book, you will typically include the original author, the title of the work, the
translator's name, and the publication information for the translated edition. The order in the
bibliography would generally be Original Author, Title, Translator, Publication Information.

Q: When should I include the place of publication in my
Chicago style sociology reference list?

A: The place of publication is generally included for books. If multiple places are listed, Chicago style
recommends using the first one provided. For journals and other periodicals, it is usually not
necessary.

Q: What is the difference in punctuation between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system for a book?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, commas are often used to separate elements in a note, but
periods are used to separate them in the bibliography. In the author-date system, periods are
consistently used to separate major elements in the reference list entry.
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