
chicago style sociology reference
guide

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a comprehensive guide to writing,
citing, and formatting, and for sociology scholars, a detailed Chicago style
sociology reference guide is indispensable. This article will serve as your
authoritative resource, delving into the nuances of both the author-date and
notes-bibliography systems. We will explore essential elements such as in-
text citations, bibliographical entries for various source types, and common
formatting requirements specific to sociological research papers. Mastering
these guidelines ensures academic integrity, clarity, and adherence to
scholarly conventions in the field of sociology. Understanding the
intricacies of this reference style is paramount for anyone engaging in
academic writing in the social sciences.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems: the author-
date system and the notes-bibliography system. While both aim to provide
clear attribution and a comprehensive list of sources, their application and
structure differ significantly. For sociology, the choice often depends on
the specific journal, publisher, or professor's preference. The author-date
system is more prevalent in the social sciences, offering a concise in-text
citation that immediately points to the source in the bibliography.

The notes-bibliography system, on the other hand, uses superscript notes in
the text, with full source details provided in footnotes or endnotes. The
bibliography at the end of the paper then lists all sources cited.
Sociologists sometimes prefer the notes-bibliography system when they need to
include extensive commentary or ancillary information within the notes, which
can be particularly useful for historical or theoretical discussions in
sociology. Understanding the fundamental differences between these two
systems is the first step toward effectively applying the Chicago style to
your sociological research.

In-Text Citations in Sociology

The Author-Date System for Sociological Research

In the author-date system, citations appear directly within the text,
typically in parentheses. This method is favored for its directness and ease



of integration into the flow of writing. A typical author-date citation
includes the author's last name, the year of publication, and, if quoting
directly, the page number. For instance, a citation for a book by Durkheim
published in 1897 on suicide would appear as (Durkheim 1897, 150) if a direct
quote is used. If paraphrasing, the page number may be omitted unless clarity
demands it.

When multiple authors are involved, the convention changes. For two authors,
both last names are included, separated by "and" within the text and by an
ampersand (&) within parentheses: (Smith and Johnson 2010) or Smith and
Johnson (2010). For three or more authors, only the first author's last name
is listed, followed by "et al." (meaning "and others"): (Williams et al.
2015). This ensures conciseness when dealing with extensive collaborative
works common in sociological studies.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Sociological Works

The notes-bibliography system utilizes superscript numbers embedded in the
text to refer to footnotes or endnotes. These notes contain the source
information. For a first mention of a source, the note includes full
bibliographic details. Subsequent mentions of the same source use a shortened
form, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
page number. For example, a first citation might be: 1. Émile Durkheim,
Suicide: A Study in Sociology (New York: Free Press, 1951), 150. A subsequent
citation would be: 2. Durkheim, Suicide, 210.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely stylistic. Footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes
are gathered at the end of the paper. Both systems require a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the paper, listing all sources cited. This
detailed approach allows for richer annotation and can be beneficial for
complex arguments in sociological theory or historical analysis.

Creating Bibliographical Entries

Book Entries in Chicago Style for Sociology

When citing a book in the author-date system, the bibliography entry follows
the format: Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher. For example: Bourdieu, Pierre. 1984. Distinction: A Social
Critique of the Judgement of Taste. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
The title is italicized. In the notes-bibliography system, the entry is
slightly different, often beginning with the author's first name: Bourdieu,
Pierre. Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1984.

For edited books, the primary author listed is the editor. For example, if a
collection of essays on urban sociology is edited by Jane Adams, the entry
would be Adams, Jane, ed. Urban Sociology Reader. New York: Routledge, 2018.
The designation "ed." for editor is crucial. For books with multiple



editions, the edition number is included after the title, such as
Sociological Theory, 2nd ed. (New York: W. W. Norton, 2010).

Journal Article Entries for Sociological Publications

Citing journal articles is a frequent necessity in sociological research. In
the author-date system, the bibliography format is: Last Name, First Name.
Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page range. For
instance: Granovetter, Mark. 1973. "The Strength of Weak Ties." American
Journal of Sociology 78 (6): 1360–1380. Note the quotation marks around the
article title and italics for the journal title.

For the notes-bibliography system, the journal article citation typically
begins with the author's first name: Granovetter, Mark. "The Strength of Weak
Ties." American Journal of Sociology 78, no. 6 (May 1973): 1360–1380. The
inclusion of the issue number and sometimes the month or season of
publication is standard. When citing online journal articles, you should
include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, or a URL and access
date. For example: Lee, Joon. 2020. "Digital Inequality in the Pandemic Era."
Sociological Inquiry 90 (3): 450–475. https://doi.org/10.1111/soin.12345.

Citing Other Sociological Sources

Sociological research often involves a variety of sources beyond books and
journal articles. When citing a chapter in an edited book, the author-date
format is: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book,
edited by Editor's First Name Last Name, Page range. Place of Publication:
Publisher. For example: Scott, Joan Wallach. 1999. "Gender: A Useful Category
of Historical Analysis." In Feminism and History, edited by Joan Scott and
Judith Butler, 15–41. New York: Oxford University Press.

When citing websites or online reports, clarity and completeness are
paramount. For the author-date system, a typical entry might be: Organization
Name. Year. Title of Report or Webpage. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.
Example: Pew Research Center. 2021. Key Findings About the American Middle
Class. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2021/04/22/key-findings-about-the-a
merican-middle-class/. Always ensure that the URL is stable and that
sufficient information is provided for retrieval.

Formatting Your Sociology Paper in Chicago
Style

General Formatting Guidelines

Chicago style dictates specific formatting for academic papers to ensure
consistency and professionalism. Margins should typically be set at one inch
on all sides of the document. The font should be a standard, readable



typeface such as Times New Roman, 12-point size. The entire paper, including
the bibliography, should be double-spaced, with an extra line of space
between paragraphs and between entries in the bibliography. This enhances
readability and provides clear separation of elements.

Page numbers are essential for navigation. In Chicago style, page numbers
usually appear in the upper right-hand corner of each page, starting with the
title page (though the title page itself may not be numbered). The title page
should include the paper's title, your name, the course name, instructor's
name, and date, all centered on the page. These seemingly small details
contribute significantly to the overall presentation and adherence to
scholarly standards.

Title Page and Running Heads

While not all instructors require a separate title page, if one is necessary,
it should be centered and present the essential information clearly. Some
disciplines or specific journals might also require a running head, which is
a shortened version of the title that appears at the top of each page. The
Chicago Manual of Style does not mandate running heads for most manuscripts,
but it's always best to check specific submission guidelines. If a running
head is required, it would typically be placed in the upper right-hand corner
alongside the page number.

For sociology papers, the title page serves as the initial impression of your
work. It should be professional and uncluttered. The title of your paper
should be prominent and centered, followed by your name and institutional
affiliation if applicable. The date of submission is also a standard element.
Clear and consistent formatting on the title page sets a professional tone
for the rest of your research paper.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for
Sociology References

Avoiding Citation Errors

One of the most common errors in Chicago style is inconsistency in formatting
between the author-date and notes-bibliography systems, or within a single
system. For example, failing to italicize book titles or misplacing commas in
bibliographical entries can detract from the credibility of your work.
Another frequent mistake is omitting necessary information, such as the
publication year or publisher, which makes sources difficult to locate.

Carelessness with punctuation and capitalization in titles and subtitles is
also a common pitfall. Always adhere strictly to the rules for capitalizing
titles of books, articles, and journals as outlined in CMOS. Proofreading
your citations meticulously is crucial. Many online citation generators can
assist, but they should always be cross-referenced with the official Chicago
Manual of Style to ensure accuracy.



Leveraging Resources for Sociology Citation

To ensure accuracy and ease in applying the Chicago style to your sociology
references, utilize available resources. The official Chicago Manual of Style
is the definitive authority. Many universities also provide online guides and
tutorials tailored to Chicago style, often with examples specific to social
sciences. Referencing these materials regularly can help solidify your
understanding and prevent common errors.

When in doubt about a specific citation format for a particular type of
source, consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style or
reputable online resources that are directly derived from it. Staying updated
with the latest editions is important, as citation styles can evolve.
Practicing with different source types will build confidence and proficiency
in creating accurate and complete sociological references.

Q: What is the primary difference between the author-
date and notes-bibliography systems in Chicago style
for sociology?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and
presented. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the text
(Author Year, Page) and a corresponding bibliography. The notes-bibliography
system uses superscript numbers in the text that refer to footnotes or
endnotes, with a bibliography at the end listing all cited sources.

Q: Which Chicago style system is more commonly used
in sociology?
A: While both systems are accepted, the author-date system is generally more
prevalent in contemporary sociology and other social sciences due to its
conciseness and direct integration within the text.

Q: How do I cite a source with three or more authors
in the author-date system for a sociology paper?
A: For sources with three or more authors in the author-date system, you cite
only the first author's last name followed by "et al." and the year. For
example: (Smith et al. 2018).

Q: What is the correct way to format a book title in
a Chicago style bibliography for a sociology article?
A: Book titles in a Chicago style bibliography should be italicized. For
example: The Structure of Scientific Revolutions.



Q: When citing a journal article in the notes-
bibliography system for sociology, what information
is typically included in the note?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, a note typically includes the author's
full name, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title
(italicized), volume and issue numbers, the publication date, and the page
number(s).

Q: How should I cite a website in Chicago style for a
sociology research paper?
A: For websites in the author-date system, cite the organization or author,
year of publication (if available), title of the specific page or document,
and the URL, often with an access date. For example: (Pew Research Center
2022).

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for every in-
text citation in the author-date system for
sociology?
A: Page numbers are generally required for direct quotations. For paraphrased
or summarized information, page numbers are often optional unless the
reference is to a specific part of the work that needs precise
identification, or if the instructor requires them for all citations.

Q: What is the purpose of a bibliography in a Chicago
style sociology paper?
A: A bibliography serves to provide a complete list of all sources consulted
and cited in the paper. It allows readers to locate the original sources,
verify information, and explore the topic further, thereby supporting
academic integrity and transparency.

Q: Can I use an online citation generator for my
Chicago style sociology references?
A: Online citation generators can be helpful tools for generating Chicago
style references, but it is crucial to verify the accuracy of their output
against the official Chicago Manual of Style. They may not always account for
every nuance or specific requirement.

Q: What are some common formatting elements for the
main body of a sociology paper in Chicago style?
A: The main body of a sociology paper in Chicago style should be double-
spaced, use a 12-point readable font (like Times New Roman), and have one-
inch margins on all sides. Paragraphs should be indented, and block
quotations (usually 40 words or more) should be indented and single-spaced.
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