
chicago style sociology paper requirements
Navigating Chicago Style Sociology Paper Requirements: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style sociology paper requirements can seem daunting, but understanding the nuances
of this citation and formatting system is crucial for academic success in sociology. This
comprehensive guide will break down the essential elements of Chicago style as it applies to
sociology papers, from general formatting to specific citation methods. We'll explore the intricacies
of footnotes, bibliographies, and in-text citations, providing clear explanations and actionable advice
to help you present your research with clarity and academic integrity. Mastering these requirements
ensures your work is properly attributed, professionally presented, and adheres to the high
standards expected in sociological scholarship. We will cover everything from the basics of page
setup to the detailed construction of your reference list, ensuring you feel confident in your ability to
meet all Chicago style demands for your sociology assignments.
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Understanding Chicago Style in Sociology

Chicago style, officially known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), is a widely adopted citation
and writing guide in academic disciplines. For sociology, it offers a robust framework for presenting
research, ensuring that sources are meticulously documented and that the final paper is clear,
organized, and credible. Unlike some other styles that rely heavily on parenthetical in-text citations,
Chicago style often emphasizes the use of footnotes or endnotes, which allows for more detailed
commentary and smoother prose. This method is particularly beneficial in sociology, where complex
theoretical arguments and extensive empirical data may require nuanced explanations and source
attribution.

The overarching goal of employing Chicago style in sociology is to provide readers with all the
necessary information to locate and verify the sources you've consulted. This promotes transparency
and academic honesty, allowing others to build upon your work or critically evaluate your findings.
Sociologists often engage with a broad range of scholarship, including books, journal articles,
government reports, and qualitative data, making a flexible and detailed citation system like Chicago
style essential for comprehensive documentation.

General Formatting Guidelines for Chicago Style



Sociology Papers

Adhering to general formatting guidelines ensures that your sociology paper presents a professional
and consistent appearance, making it easier for your readers to engage with your content. These
foundational rules set the stage for the more specific citation requirements that follow.

Page Setup and Margins

Standard page setup is paramount. For most Chicago style sociology papers, you will be expected to
use 1-inch margins on all sides of the page (top, bottom, left, and right). This creates a balanced and
readable layout. The text should be double-spaced throughout the entire document, including block
quotations and footnotes/endnotes, unless your instructor specifies otherwise. Consistent line
spacing prevents visual clutter and enhances readability, which is especially important when dealing
with extensive citations and analytical text common in sociological research.

Font and Font Size

The Chicago Manual of Style recommends using a standard, legible font. Times New Roman, Arial,
or Courier New are generally acceptable choices. The font size should be 12-point. Using a
consistent font and size throughout the paper, from the title page to the final endnote, contributes to
a polished and academic presentation. Avoid decorative or unusual fonts, as they can detract from
the seriousness of your research.

Title Page and Running Heads

While not always required, a title page is often expected for academic papers. It should typically
include the title of your paper, your name, the course name and number, your instructor's name, and
the date. Some instructors may also request a running head, which is a shortened version of your
paper's title that appears at the top of each page. If a running head is required, it is usually placed in
the header, aligned to the left or right, along with the page number. Page numbers should be in
Arabic numerals and typically begin on the first page of the text, though sometimes the title page is
counted as page i. Always check your instructor's specific guidelines regarding title pages and
running heads.

Paragraph Indentation and Spacing

The first line of each paragraph should be indented one-half inch from the left margin. This visual
cue clearly delineates where new paragraphs begin. Avoid using extra spaces between paragraphs;
the double-spacing should provide sufficient separation. Block quotations, which are longer passages
of text (typically over 40 words or 4-5 lines), should be formatted differently. They are usually set off
from the main text by indenting the entire block one-half inch from the left margin, and they should



also be double-spaced, without quotation marks. The citation for a block quotation follows the same
rules as for shorter quotes.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Heart of Chicago Style
Citation

In Chicago style, footnotes and endnotes serve as the primary mechanism for citing sources. They
allow for detailed attribution of information and can also be used for supplementary commentary
without disrupting the flow of the main text. Understanding when and how to use them is
fundamental to mastering Chicago style for your sociology papers.

When to Use Footnotes or Endnotes

You should use a footnote or endnote every time you quote directly from a source, paraphrase an
idea or argument, summarize data, or refer to specific information that is not common knowledge.
This includes citing statistical data from a report, referencing a theoretical concept from a book, or
attributing a particular finding from a journal article. Even when you are presenting information in
your own words (paraphrasing), if the idea originates from a specific source, it must be cited. The
goal is to give credit where credit is due and to allow your reader to trace your research process.

Formatting Footnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page on which the reference is made. A superscript Arabic
numeral is placed at the end of the sentence or clause containing the cited information, immediately
after any punctuation. This numeral corresponds to a numbered entry at the bottom of the page. The
first time a source is cited, the footnote entry will be a "full note," containing complete publication
information. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened to a "short note," typically
including the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number(s).

Formatting Endnotes

Endnotes are compiled at the end of the main body of your paper, before the bibliography. They are
also numbered sequentially, with superscripts in the text linking to the corresponding note. The
formatting of each endnote entry is identical to that of a footnote entry. The choice between
footnotes and endnotes is often a matter of preference or instructor requirement. Endnotes can
sometimes lead to a cleaner manuscript appearance by keeping citations separate from the main
text, while footnotes offer immediate visual context for the reader.



The First Citation (Full Note)

The initial citation for a source in a footnote or endnote provides comprehensive publication details.
For example, a book would be cited as:

Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page
Number(s).

For a journal article, it would look like:

Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number(s).

It is crucial to be precise with punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements in these full
notes.

Subsequent Citations (Short Notes)

After the first full citation of a source, you can use short notes for subsequent references. These
notes are more concise and help avoid redundancy. A typical short note for a book would be:

Author's Last Name, Shortened Title of Book, Page Number(s).

And for a journal article:

Author's Last Name, "Shortened Title of Article," Page Number(s).

If you cite the immediately preceding source again, you can use the Latin abbreviation "Ibid."
(meaning "in the same place"), followed by the page number if it differs. If it's the exact same page,
simply "Ibid." suffices. These short notes and "Ibid." citations streamline the citation process and
make the endnotes or footnotes more manageable.

Creating a Bibliography for Your Sociology Paper

The bibliography, also known as "Works Cited" or "References" (though "Bibliography" is the
standard term in Chicago style), is a consolidated list of all the sources you have consulted and cited
in your sociology paper. It is typically placed at the end of the document, following the endnotes (if
used) and preceding any appendices.



Purpose of the Bibliography

The bibliography serves as a comprehensive record of your research. It allows readers to easily find
and consult the sources that informed your arguments and findings. Unlike footnotes or endnotes,
which provide specific page references, the bibliography lists the complete publication details for
each source, enabling readers to locate the full work for further study. It is an essential component
of academic integrity, providing full attribution for all material drawn from external sources.

Formatting Bibliography Entries

Bibliography entries are alphabetized by the author's last name. The formatting of each entry is
similar to, but distinct from, the full note format used in footnotes/endnotes. A key difference is the
use of a "hanging indent" for each entry: the first line is flush with the left margin, and all
subsequent lines are indented one-half inch. This formatting makes it easier to scan the list and find
specific authors.

Here are examples of common bibliography entries in Chicago style for sociology sources:

Book: Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Journal Article: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume,
no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.

Edited Book Chapter: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book,
edited by Editor's First Name Last Name, Page numbers. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Website: Author's Last Name, First Name (if available). "Title of Web Page." Name of Website.
Last modified or accessed Date. URL (if applicable).

The specific details and punctuation within each entry must be accurate. For example, book titles
are italicized, and article titles are enclosed in quotation marks. Pay close attention to the order of
elements, commas, and periods.

Alphabetical Order

The entire bibliography must be arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If a source has
no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title (ignoring articles like "a," "an,"
or "the"). For works by the same author, entries are listed chronologically by publication date, with
the earliest work appearing first. Consistency in alphabetization is critical for a well-organized
bibliography.



In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

While Chicago style primarily uses footnotes or endnotes for citation, it also allows for an author-
date system of in-text citation, particularly favored in some social sciences. However, for sociology
papers, the footnote/endnote system is more prevalent. If your instructor requires or permits the
author-date system, here's how it works:

Author-Date System Overview

In the author-date system, brief parenthetical citations are placed directly within the text, typically
at the end of a sentence or clause, and they include the author's last name and the year of
publication. For example, (Smith 2020). If a direct quote is used, the page number is also included:
(Smith 2020, 123). These in-text citations correspond to a "Reference List" at the end of the paper,
which is formatted similarly to a bibliography but may exclude sources not directly cited in the text.

When to Use Which System

It is imperative to check your specific assignment guidelines or consult your professor regarding
which citation system to use. For most sociology courses, the traditional footnote/endnote system is
expected. The author-date system is more common in fields like political science or some branches
of psychology. Misunderstanding this can lead to significant errors in your paper's formatting and
citation.

Common Sociology Sources and How to Cite Them

Sociological research often draws upon a diverse array of sources, from foundational academic texts
to contemporary empirical data. Knowing how to accurately cite these common sources in Chicago
style is essential.

Books

Books are a cornerstone of sociological literature. Whether citing a monograph, edited volume, or
translated work, precision is key. Remember to include the author's name(s), the full title (italicized),
the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.

Full Note Example: Pierre Bourdieu, Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1984).

Bibliography Example: Bourdieu, Pierre. Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of
Taste. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1984.



Journal Articles

Journal articles are critical for accessing current sociological research. When citing, ensure you
include the author(s), the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume
and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page range.

Full Note Example: Arlie Russell Hochschild, "The Managed Heart: Commercialization of
Human Feeling," Sociology Review 46, no. 2 (1983): 171-180.

Bibliography Example: Hochschild, Arlie Russell. "The Managed Heart: Commercialization
of Human Feeling." Sociology Review 46, no. 2 (1983): 171-180.

Government Documents and Reports

Sociologists frequently utilize government data and reports. Citing these can be tricky due to
varying authorship. Often, the government agency itself is considered the author. Include the
agency, the title of the report (italicized), the report number (if applicable), and the year of
publication.

Full Note Example: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and
Economic Supplement (2022), accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html.

Bibliography Example: U.S. Census Bureau. Current Population Survey, Annual Social and
Economic Supplement. 2022. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html.

Websites and Online Sources

The internet offers a vast repository of information, but it's crucial to cite these sources diligently.
Include the author (if known), the title of the specific page or article (in quotation marks), the name
of the website (italicized), the date of publication or last modification, and the URL. It's also good
practice to include an access date.

Full Note Example: Pew Research Center, "The Future of World Religions: Population
Growth Projections, 2015-2060," last modified March 31, 2017, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2017/03/31/the-future-of-world-religions-population-gro
wth-projections-2015-2060/.

Bibliography Example: Pew Research Center. "The Future of World Religions: Population



Growth Projections, 2015-2060." Last modified March 31, 2017. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2017/03/31/the-future-of-world-religions-population-gro
wth-projections-2015-2060/.

Avoiding Plagiarism with Chicago Style

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. Meticulous adherence to Chicago style is your strongest
defense against unintentional plagiarism. Every piece of information, idea, or verbatim text that is
not your own original thought or common knowledge must be attributed to its source.

The process of taking notes while researching is critical. As you gather information, clearly
distinguish between your own thoughts and the ideas or words from your sources. When you directly
quote, paraphrase, or summarize, immediately make a note of the source and the page number. This
diligence prevents confusion later when you are writing your paper. If you are unsure whether
something needs a citation, it is always safer to include one.

A well-constructed footnote/endnote system and a complete bibliography not only fulfill the
requirements of Chicago style but also demonstrate your respect for intellectual property and the
scholarly work that underpins your own research. By diligently applying these citation principles,
you ensure the integrity of your sociology paper and contribute ethically to the academic discourse.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style Sociology
Paper Requirements

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago style
footnotes and endnotes?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where
the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, before the
bibliography. Both serve the same citation purpose, linking to source information.

Q: Do I need to cite common knowledge in a sociology paper
using Chicago style?
A: No, you do not need to cite common knowledge. Common knowledge refers to facts that are
widely known and can be found in numerous readily available sources, such as "Paris is the capital of
France" or basic historical dates. However, if a piece of information is specific, controversial, or
comes from a particular study or theory, it should be cited.



Q: How do I handle a source with multiple authors in my
Chicago style sociology paper?
A: For sources with up to three authors, list all names in the footnote/endnote and bibliography. For
sources with four or more authors, list the first author followed by "et al." (and others) in the
footnote/endnote. In the bibliography, for sources with up to ten authors, list all authors. For sources
with more than ten authors, list the first seven followed by "et al."

Q: Can I use a shortened title in the bibliography in Chicago
style?
A: No, the bibliography typically requires the full title of the work. Shortened titles are generally
reserved for subsequent citations in footnotes or endnotes (short notes) after the first full citation.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a reprinted book in Chicago
style?
A: When citing a reprinted book, you should provide the original publication date as well as the date
of the edition you are using. The footnote/endnote entry would look something like: Author Last
Name, Title (Original Year; Reprint City: Publisher, Reprint Year), page. The bibliography format is
similar.

Q: How do I cite a direct quote from a source that spans
multiple pages in Chicago style?
A: When citing a direct quote that spans multiple pages, you would indicate the range of pages in
your footnote or endnote. For example, if the quote is from pages 45 through 48, your citation would
include "pp. 45-48."

Q: Is there a specific way to format block quotes in a Chicago
style sociology paper?
A: Yes, block quotes are typically formatted by indenting the entire quote one-half inch from the left
margin. They should remain double-spaced, and quotation marks are not used around the block
quote itself. The citation follows the block quote.

Q: What if my instructor has specific Chicago style
requirements that differ from the manual?
A: Always prioritize your instructor's guidelines over the general rules of the Chicago Manual of
Style. Instructors may have specific preferences for formatting, citation methods, or requirements
for your sociology paper. Clarify any ambiguities with your professor before you begin writing.
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