
chicago style sociology paper documentation

examples for students

The quest for academic excellence in sociology often hinges on mastering the intricacies of scholarly

communication, and for many students, this means grappling with the Chicago Manual of Style.

Specifically, understanding chicago style sociology paper documentation examples for students is

paramount for ensuring credibility and adhering to academic standards. This comprehensive guide will

demystify Chicago style for sociology papers, covering everything from in-text citations to the

bibliography. We will explore the two major systems within Chicago: notes and bibliography, and

author-date, providing clear examples for each. Furthermore, we will delve into common source types,

such as books, journal articles, and websites, illustrating how to cite them correctly. By the end of this

article, students will feel equipped to confidently document their research, enhancing the clarity and

professionalism of their sociological analyses.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Sociology Papers

Chicago style, also known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), is a widely adopted citation style

in the humanities and social sciences, including sociology. Its flexibility allows researchers to choose

between two primary documentation systems: the notes-and-bibliography system and the author-date

system. Both systems aim to provide readers with sufficient information to locate the original sources

used in a paper, thereby preventing plagiarism and giving credit to original authors.

For sociology students, mastering Chicago style is not merely about following a set of rules; it's about

engaging in academic discourse responsibly and ethically. Accurate documentation reflects a thorough

understanding of the research process and demonstrates respect for the scholarly community. This

section will lay the groundwork for understanding why proper citation is so crucial in sociological

research.

The Two Systems of Chicago Style Documentation

Chicago style offers two distinct but equally valid methods for documenting sources: the notes-and-

bibliography system and the author-date system. The choice between these two often depends on the

specific requirements of an instructor or the conventions of a particular journal or discipline within

sociology. Understanding the fundamental differences and applications of each is the first step toward

effective implementation.

The notes-and-bibliography system is favored in fields like history and literature, but it is also employed

in some social sciences. It uses footnotes or endnotes for citations within the text and a

comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper. The author-date system, on the other hand, is

more common in the sciences and some social sciences, utilizing parenthetical in-text citations

followed by a reference list. Both systems require meticulous attention to detail.



Notes and Bibliography System

The notes-and-bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered notes, which can appear

as footnotes at the bottom of the page or as endnotes at the conclusion of the paper. Each number in

the text corresponds to a specific note, providing details about the source. This system can be

particularly useful for including supplementary information or extensive quotations without disrupting

the flow of the main text.

Following the body of the paper, a bibliography is presented. This bibliography lists all the sources

cited in the notes, typically in alphabetical order by the author's last name. The bibliography entries are

usually more detailed than the initial note, providing a complete bibliographic record for each source.

This duality ensures both immediate source identification and a comprehensive overview of all

consulted materials.

Author-Date System

The author-date system, as its name suggests, relies on brief parenthetical citations within the text that

include the author's last name and the year of publication. For example, a citation might appear as

(Smith 2020). When a specific page number is referenced, it is also included, such as (Smith 2020,

45). This system is often preferred for its conciseness and its ability to quickly convey the origin of

information.

The author-date system is accompanied by a reference list at the end of the paper. This list contains

full bibliographic information for all sources cited parenthetically in the text. Like the bibliography in the

notes-and-bibliography system, the reference list is typically arranged alphabetically by author's last

name. The goal is to provide a clear, at-a-glance record of all scholarly resources consulted.



Notes and Bibliography System: In-Text Citations

When using the notes-and-bibliography system for your sociology paper, in-text citations are handled

through superscript numbers placed at the end of a sentence or clause, immediately following the

punctuation. These numbers correspond to either footnotes or endnotes, where the full citation details

are provided. The initial citation of a source in a note is typically more comprehensive than subsequent

citations of the same source.

For the first citation of a particular source, the note will include the author's full name, the title of the

work (italicized for books or in quotation marks for articles), publication details (city, publisher, year for

books; journal title, volume, issue, year, and page range for articles), and the specific page number(s)

being referenced. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened to include the author's

last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

First Note Citation Example

Imagine you are citing a book by Émile Durkheim. The first time you reference it in a note, it would

look something like this:

1. Émile Durkheim, The Rules of Sociological Method, trans. Sarah A. Solovay and John H.

Mueller (New York: Free Press, 1964), 35.

Subsequent Note Citation Example

If you refer to the same Durkheim book later in your paper, a subsequent note would be abbreviated:



2. Durkheim, The Rules of Sociological Method, 112.

For an article, the format changes slightly, as illustrated below:

3. C. Wright Mills, "The Professional Ideology of the Sociologist," The American Journal of

Sociology 49, no. 2 (1943): 170.

4. Mills, "The Professional Ideology of the Sociologist," 172.

Notes and Bibliography System: Bibliography Entries

The bibliography at the end of your sociology paper serves as a complete roster of all sources you

have cited. Unlike the notes, which can include supplementary information, the bibliography entries are

strictly for bibliographic identification. Each entry provides enough detail for a reader to locate the

source independently. The order of information and punctuation in bibliography entries differs from the

notes.

Generally, bibliography entries for books begin with the author's last name followed by a comma, then

their first name. The title is italicized. Publication information includes the city of publication, followed

by a colon, the publisher, and the year of publication, all separated by commas. For articles, the article

title is placed in quotation marks, followed by the journal title (italicized), volume, issue, date, and page

range. Entries are typically double-spaced and alphabetized by the author's last name.

Bibliography Entry for a Book Example



Using the Durkheim example from earlier, the bibliography entry would be formatted as:

Durkheim, Émile. The Rules of Sociological Method. Translated by Sarah A. Solovay and John

H. Mueller. New York: Free Press, 1964.

Bibliography Entry for a Journal Article Example

And for the C. Wright Mills article:

Mills, C. Wright. "The Professional Ideology of the Sociologist." The American Journal of

Sociology 49, no. 2 (1943): 165–170.

Author-Date System: In-Text Citations

The author-date system in Chicago style offers a more streamlined approach to in-text citation. Instead

of relying on footnotes or endnotes, brief citations are embedded directly within the narrative of your

sociology paper. These parenthetical citations typically consist of the author's last name and the year

of publication, enclosed in parentheses.

When you are quoting directly or referring to a specific piece of information from a source, it is crucial

to include the page number in the parenthetical citation. This allows readers to pinpoint the exact

location of the information. The placement of these citations is generally at the end of the sentence or

clause containing the referenced material, before the final punctuation mark. Consistency is key when

implementing this system.



Direct Quotation Example

If you were quoting directly from Durkheim's work using the author-date system, it might look like this:

Durkheim argues that "social facts are ways of acting, thinking, and feeling, external to the

individual, and endowed with a power of coercion, by means of which they control him"

(Durkheim 1964, 13).

Paraphrase or Summary Example

When paraphrasing or summarizing an idea, the page number is still recommended but sometimes

omitted if the entire work or a substantial section is being discussed:

In his foundational work, Durkheim defined social facts as external and coercive forces that

shape individual behavior (Durkheim 1964).

Multiple Authors Example

For works with multiple authors, Chicago style has specific rules. For two authors, list both last names

connected by "and":

(Smith and Jones 2021).



For three or more authors, list the first author's last name followed by "et al.":

(Davis et al. 2019).

Author-Date System: Reference List Entries

The reference list, appended to the end of your sociology paper when using the author-date system,

provides complete bibliographic details for every source cited in the text. Each entry must be

substantial enough for a reader to easily locate the original publication. The structure and content of

these entries are distinct from those used in the notes-and-bibliography system.

Reference list entries typically begin with the author's last name followed by a comma, then their first

name. The publication year is placed in parentheses immediately after the author's name. The title of

the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles) follows. For books, the place of

publication, publisher, and year are listed. For articles, the journal title, volume, issue, date, and page

range are provided. The entire list is alphabetized by the author's last name and often uses a hanging

indent for readability.

Reference List Entry for a Book Example

The Durkheim book would be listed as follows:

Durkheim, Émile. (1964). The Rules of Sociological Method. Translated by Sarah A. Solovay and

John H. Mueller. New York: Free Press.



Reference List Entry for a Journal Article Example

The C. Wright Mills article would appear as:

Mills, C. Wright. (1943). "The Professional Ideology of the Sociologist." The American Journal of

Sociology 49(2): 165–170.

Citing Common Source Types in Sociology

Sociology research draws from a diverse array of sources, from seminal theoretical texts to

contemporary empirical studies and online data. Accurately documenting these varied sources is

crucial for maintaining academic integrity and allowing your readers to engage with your evidence.

Chicago style provides specific guidelines for citing most common materials encountered by sociology

students.

Whether you are citing a printed book, a peer-reviewed journal article, a government report, or a

website, adhering to the correct format ensures clarity and professionalism. This section will provide

concrete examples for some of the most frequently used source types in sociological research,

reinforcing the principles of both the notes-and-bibliography and author-date systems.

Citing Books

Books are a cornerstone of sociological literature. When citing a book, you will need to provide the

author's name, the full title, and publication details. The specific information required in the citation will

vary slightly between the notes-and-bibliography and author-date systems, but the core elements

remain consistent.



Notes and Bibliography System (Bibliography): Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book.

Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Author-Date System (Reference List): Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Place

of Publication: Publisher.

For example, for Pierre Bourdieu's Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste:

Bibliography Entry: Bourdieu, Pierre. Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste.

Translated by Richard Nice. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1984.

Reference List Entry: Bourdieu, Pierre. 1984. Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of

Taste. Translated by Richard Nice. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are vital for accessing current sociological research and theoretical debates. Proper

citation ensures that readers can readily find these often-specific and time-sensitive contributions to the

field.

Notes and Bibliography System (Bibliography): Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article."

Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Range.

Author-Date System (Reference List): Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article."

Title of Journal Volume(Issue): Page Range.



Consider citing a hypothetical article by Jane Adams:

Bibliography Entry: Adams, Jane. "Theories of Social Integration." Journal of Social Research 15,

no. 3 (2022): 45–62.

Reference List Entry: Adams, Jane. 2022. "Theories of Social Integration." Journal of Social

Research 15(3): 45–62.

Citing Websites and Online Sources

In contemporary sociology, online sources, including websites, online reports, and digital archives, are

increasingly used. Citing these sources requires particular care due to their potential for instability and

frequent updates.

Notes and Bibliography System (Bibliography): Author Last Name, First Name (if applicable).

"Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Publication Date (if available). Accessed Month Day,

Year. URL.

Author-Date System (Reference List): Author Last Name, First Name (if applicable). Year. "Title

of Web Page." Name of Website. Publication Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year.

URL.

For a report from a fictional organization:

Bibliography Entry: Pew Research Center. "The Changing Landscape of American Families."



Pew Research Center. Published November 15, 2023. Accessed March 10, 2024.

https://www.pewresearch.org/families/report/the-changing-landscape-of-american-families/.

Reference List Entry: Pew Research Center. 2023. "The Changing Landscape of American

Families." Pew Research Center. Published November 15, 2023. Accessed March 10, 2024.

https://www.pewresearch.org/families/report/the-changing-landscape-of-american-families/.

Note that if an author is not explicitly listed for a website, you may use the organization's name as the

author. Always strive to include the most complete information available.

Formatting Your Sociology Paper According to Chicago Style

Beyond proper citation, Chicago style dictates specific formatting guidelines for your sociology paper to

ensure a professional and consistent presentation. These guidelines cover aspects such as margins,

font, spacing, and the placement of your title and author information. Adhering to these standards

demonstrates attention to detail and respect for academic conventions.

While instructors may provide their own modifications, the general principles of Chicago style

formatting are designed to enhance readability and ease of navigation for your reader. Familiarizing

yourself with these rules will contribute significantly to the overall quality and polish of your written

work. This section will outline the essential formatting elements for a standard Chicago-style sociology

paper.

General Formatting Guidelines

For a typical Chicago-style paper, you should adhere to the following formatting conventions:



Margins: Set one-inch margins on all sides of the page.

Font: Use a legible, standard font such as Times New Roman or Arial, typically in 12-point size.

Spacing: Double-space the entire paper, including block quotations and bibliographical entries.

Page Numbers: Page numbers should appear in the upper right-hand corner of each page,

starting from the title page (which is often not numbered itself but counts as page i) or the first

page of the introduction.

Title Page: Your title page should include your paper's title, your name, the course name and

number, your instructor's name, and the date. This information is usually centered on the page.

Running Head (Optional/Instructor Specific): Some instructors may require a running head,

which is a shortened version of your title in the upper left-hand corner of each page. Consult

your instructor for this requirement.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Even with careful attention, students often make common mistakes when applying Chicago style.

Being aware of these potential errors can help you proofread your work more effectively.

Inconsistent Citation Style: Ensure you are consistently using either the notes-and-bibliography

or author-date system throughout your paper. Do not mix elements from both.

Incorrect Punctuation in Citations: Pay close attention to the specific commas, periods, and

colons required in both in-text citations and bibliography/reference list entries. Small punctuation

errors can change the meaning or legibility of a citation.



Missing Publication Information: Always try to find complete publication details for books and

articles. If certain information (like a publisher or date) is genuinely unavailable, note that

according to Chicago style rules, but aim for completeness first.

Incorrect Formatting of Titles: Ensure book titles are italicized and article titles are in quotation

marks, and that this convention is applied consistently across all your citations.

Oversights in the Bibliography/Reference List: Double-check that every source cited in your text

appears in your bibliography or reference list, and vice versa. Also, confirm that the list is

alphabetized correctly.

Plagiarism: The most critical pitfall is failing to cite sources at all, which constitutes plagiarism.

Always err on the side of caution and cite any information, ideas, or direct quotations that are

not your own original thought.

By meticulously following these guidelines and being mindful of common errors, you can produce a

sociology paper that is not only well-researched and well-argued but also impeccably documented

according to Chicago style.

Conclusion

Navigating the requirements of Chicago style for sociology paper documentation might initially seem

daunting, but with a clear understanding of its core principles and a systematic approach to examples,

students can master this essential academic skill. Whether employing the detailed annotations of the

notes-and-bibliography system or the concise parentheticals of the author-date system, accuracy and

consistency are paramount. The ability to properly cite books, journal articles, and online resources not

only upholds academic integrity but also strengthens the credibility and authority of your sociological

analysis.



By internalizing the formatting nuances and diligently applying the examples provided, you are better

equipped to present your research in a manner that is both professional and easily verifiable by your

readers. This proficiency in documentation will serve you well throughout your academic career,

enabling you to engage confidently with scholarly discourse and contribute meaningfully to the field of

sociology.

Q: What is the primary difference between the two Chicago style

systems for sociology papers?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-and-bibliography

system uses footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the

text. Both systems conclude with a comprehensive list of all sources consulted (a bibliography or a

reference list, respectively).

Q: Can I mix the notes-and-bibliography system and the author-date

system in the same sociology paper?

A: No, you must choose one system and use it consistently throughout your entire sociology paper.

Mixing elements from both systems is a common error and will likely result in a lower grade.

Q: How do I cite a book in Chicago style for my sociology paper if it

has multiple editions?

A: When citing a book with multiple editions in Chicago style, you should always cite the edition you

used. In a bibliography entry (notes-and-bibliography system), you can note the edition after the title,

e.g., "2nd ed." In the author-date system reference list, the edition information is often included after

the title, or it might be omitted if the edition is not critical to your argument and you are using the latest

available. Always check your instructor's specific requirements.



Q: What is the correct way to cite a website that doesn't have a

publication date in Chicago style?

A: If a website lacks a publication date, you should use the abbreviation "n.d." (for "no date") in place

of the date in your citation. For example, in the author-date system, it would appear as Author (n.d.). In

the notes-and-bibliography system, the date would be omitted from the note and bibliography entry.

You should also include the access date.

Q: Are there specific formatting rules for block quotations in Chicago

style sociology papers?

A: Yes. Block quotations (typically those of 40 words or more) should be set off from the main text by

indenting the left margin of the entire quotation. They should not be enclosed in quotation marks. The

citation follows the block quotation, typically with the period placed before the citation. Both systems

require block quotations to be double-spaced, consistent with the rest of the paper.

Q: How do I handle citing sources with no author in Chicago style for a

sociology paper?

A: If a source has no named author, you generally use the title of the work as the first element in your

citation. For a book, you would alphabetize by the first significant word of the title (ignoring "A," "An,"

or "The"). For an article or web page, you would use the article or page title and alphabetize by its first

significant word.

Q: What is a DOI and how do I include it in my Chicago style citations

for sociology journal articles?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent unique identifier for electronic documents, particularly

journal articles. In Chicago style, when a DOI is available for a journal article, it should be included in



the citation, usually at the end of the entry. It is typically presented as a URL, e.g.,

https://doi.org/xx.xxxx/xxxxxx. This helps readers locate the exact digital version of the article.
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