chicago style sociology paper citation
examples for students

Understanding Chicago Style Sociology Paper Citation Examples for Students

chicago style sociology paper citation examples for students is a crucial
skill for academic success, ensuring proper attribution of sources and
avoiding plagiarism. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of
Chicago style, providing clear examples and detailed explanations tailored
for sociology students. Mastering these citation methods, whether using the
Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, will enhance the credibility of
your research papers and demonstrate your scholarly rigor. We will explore
common source types, their correct formatting in both footnotes/endnotes and
bibliographies, and essential tips for consistent application.
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Why Chicago Style is Important in Sociology

Sociology, as a discipline, relies heavily on building upon the work of
previous scholars and researchers. Proper citation is the bedrock of academic
integrity, allowing readers to trace the origins of ideas, verify
information, and engage with the original sources. Using a standardized
citation style like Chicago ensures consistency and clarity across academic
writing, making your research more accessible and credible. For sociology



students, accurately citing sources in Chicago style demonstrates a
sophisticated understanding of academic discourse and respect for
intellectual property.

Adhering to Chicago style in sociology papers is not merely a bureaucratic
requirement; it’s an essential part of constructing a persuasive and well-
supported argument. It allows your professors and peers to easily locate and
evaluate the evidence you have used to substantiate your claims. Furthermore,
consistent citation practices prevent unintentional plagiarism, a serious
academic offense that can have significant consequences. By familiarizing
yourself with Chicago style, you equip yourself with a valuable tool for all
your future academic endeavors.

The Two Systems of Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. While both aim for
accuracy and clarity, they differ in their presentation. The Notes-
Bibliography system, commonly used in the humanities and increasingly in
social sciences like sociology, utilizes footnotes or endnotes for citations
and concludes with a bibliography. The Author-Date system, more prevalent in
the sciences and some social science fields, employs parenthetical in-text
citations followed by a reference list.

Sociology departments and individual instructors often specify which of these
two systems is preferred. It is imperative to confirm the required style with
your professor or review your course syllabus carefully before beginning your
paper. Understanding the nuances of both systems will prepare you for a wider
range of academic writing assignments within the field of sociology and
beyond.

Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography System
Explained

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered
footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. Each note corresponds to a superscript
number placed within the text of your paper. The first citation of a source
in a footnote or endnote typically includes full bibliographic information.
Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, often using the
author's last name, a shortened title, and a page number. This system is
favored for its ability to provide detailed source information without
disrupting the flow of the main text.

The concluding element of the Notes-Bibliography system is the bibliography,



which lists all the sources cited in the paper, arranged alphabetically by
the author's last name. The bibliography provides a comprehensive overview of
the research undertaken and allows readers to easily find and consult the
original materials. Understanding how to format both the notes and the
bibliography correctly is key to mastering this system.

Common Source Types in Chicago Style (Notes-
Bibliography)

Accurate citation requires specific formatting for each type of source. Below
are examples of how to cite common sources in the Notes-Bibliography system.

Books

When citing a book, you need to include the author's name, title, publication
city, publisher, and year of publication. Page numbers are crucial for
specific references.

e First Footnote/Endnote Citation: 1. C. Wright Mills, The Sociological
Imagination (New York: Oxford University Press, 1959), 24.

» Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citation: 2. Mills, Sociological
Imagination, 45.

e Bibliography Entry: Mills, C. Wright. The Sociological Imagination. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1959.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles involves specifying the author, article title,
journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication year, and the page range
of the article. For notes, include the specific page number referenced.

e First Footnote/Endnote Citation: 3. Erving Goffman, "The Presentation of
Self in Everyday Life," American Sociological Review 2, no. 6 (1957):
750.

e Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citation: 4. Goffman, "Presentation of
Self," 752.

e Bibliography Entry: Goffman, Erving. "The Presentation of Self in
Everyday Life." American Sociological Review 2, no. 6 (1957): 745-57.



Webhsites and Online Articles

For online sources, include the author (if available), title of the specific
page or article, name of the website, publication date (or last updated
date), and the URL. It's also good practice to include an access date.

e First Footnote/Endnote Citation: 5. Pew Research Center, "Social Media
Use in 2022," last modified October 26, 2022,
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2022/10/26/social-media-use-in-2022
/.

e Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citation: 6. Pew Research Center, "Social
Media Use."

e Bibliography Entry: Pew Research Center. "Social Media Use in 2022."
Last modified October 26, 2022.
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2022/10/26/social-media-use-in-2022
/.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles

Similar to journal articles, these citations include author, article title,
publication name, date, and page numbers (if applicable). For online
newspaper articles, include the URL and access date.

e First Footnote/Endnote Citation: 7. David Brooks, "The American Family
2.0," The New York Times, October 15, 2023, A25.

* Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citation: 8. Brooks, "American Family 2.0."

e Bibliography Entry: Brooks, David. "The American Family 2.0." The New
York Times, October 15, 2023.

Interviews

Personal interviews are cited by identifying the interviewee, the type of
interview (e.g., personal interview, phone interview), the date, and location
if relevant. These are typically not included in the bibliography unless they
have been formally published.

e Footnote/Endnote Citation: 9. Jane Doe, personal interview by author,
October 10, 2023, Chicago, IL.



Chicago Style: Author-Date System Explained

The Author-Date system offers a more concise approach to citation, relying on
brief in-text parenthetical citations that direct the reader to a full list
of references at the end of the paper. This method is often preferred in
fields where direct referencing to the source is paramount for immediate
verification. The in-text citation typically includes the author's last name
and the year of publication, followed by a page number if a specific passage
is being quoted or paraphrased.

The end matter for the Author-Date system is a "References" list (not a
"Bibliography"). This list contains full bibliographic details for all
sources cited in the text, arranged alphabetically by author's last name. The
primary advantage of this system is its streamlined presentation within the
main body of the paper, allowing for a smoother reading experience while
still providing complete source information.

Common Source Types in Chicago Style (Author-Date)

Here are examples of common source types formatted for the Author-Date
system.

Books

The book citation format in the References list is similar to the Notes-
Bibliography system, with slight adjustments to punctuation and order where
necessary for clarity in an alphabetical list.

e In-Text Citation: (Mills 1959, 24)

* Reference List Entry: Mills, C. Wright. 1959. The Sociological
Imagination. New York: Oxford University Press.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are cited with the author, year, article title, journal
title, volume, issue, and page range. The year is placed immediately after
the author's name.

e In-Text Citation: (Goffman 1957, 750)

» Reference List Entry: Goffman, Erving. 1957. "The Presentation of Self
in Everyday Life." American Sociological Review 2 (6): 745-57.



Websites and Online Articles

For online sources in the Author-Date system, the format prioritizes the
author (or organizational author), year of publication or last update, title
of the page/article, and the URL.

e In-Text Citation: (Pew Research Center 2022)

e Reference List Entry: Pew Research Center. 2022. "Social Media Use in
2022." Last modified October 26, 2022.
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2022/10/26/social-media-use-in-2022
/.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles

Newspaper and magazine articles in the Author-Date system include the author,
year, article title, publication name, and date.

e In-Text Citation: (Brooks 2023)

» Reference List Entry: Brooks, David. 2023. "The American Family 2.0."
The New York Times, October 15.

Interviews

Personal interviews are typically not included in the reference list for the
Author-Date system unless they have been formally published or archived. They
are cited parenthetically in the text, similar to the Notes-Bibliography
system, but without the full bibliographic detail in the reference list.

e In-Text Citation: (Jane Doe, personal interview, October 10, 2023)

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

Regardless of whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date
system, in-text citations serve the crucial purpose of alerting your reader
to the source of information. In the Notes-Bibliography system, these are
typically superscript numbers placed after the relevant quotation,
paraphrase, or idea. In the Author-Date system, it's a parenthetical citation



usually containing the author's last name and the publication year, with a
page number often included for direct quotes or specific paraphrases.

Ensuring the placement of in-text citations is accurate is vital. They should
generally appear at the end of a sentence or clause, before the punctuation
mark, unless the citation refers to a specific phrase or clause within the
sentence. Correctly implemented in-text citations seamlessly integrate source
attribution into your prose, guiding readers to the detailed information in
your footnotes, endnotes, or reference list.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style

In the Notes-Bibliography system, you have the choice between using footnotes
or endnotes. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is
referenced, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the paper, before the
bibliography. Both serve the same function: to provide source information
without interrupting the main text's flow.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes often comes down to personal
preference or departmental guidelines. Footnotes offer immediate
accessibility, as the reader can see the citation directly on the page.
Endnotes, on the other hand, keep the main text cleaner and can be more
practical for longer papers with numerous citations. Whichever you choose,
consistency is paramount throughout your paper.

Bibliography and Reference List Formatting

The final section of your Chicago-style paper is dedicated to listing your
sources. For the Notes-Bibliography system, this is called a "Bibliography,"
and for the Author-Date system, it's a "References" list. Both lists are
crucial for providing complete bibliographic information and are arranged
alphabetically by the author's last name.

Key formatting elements include consistent use of italics for book and
journal titles, correct punctuation (colons, periods, commas), and the proper
use of hanging indents, where the first line of each entry is flush with the
left margin, and subsequent lines are indented. Carefully reviewing your
chosen style guide (CMOS or your instructor's specific requirements) for each
source type will ensure accuracy.

Tips for Accurate Chicago Style Citation



Achieving accuracy in Chicago style citations requires attention to detail
and consistent practice. One of the most effective strategies is to maintain
a running record of your sources as you research, noting down all necessary
bibliographic information from the outset. This prevents the last-minute
scramble and potential errors when trying to recall details.

Furthermore, familiarize yourself with common citation errors. These often
include incorrect capitalization, misplaced punctuation, inconsistent use of
italics, and errors in formatting page numbers or publication dates. It is
also highly recommended to consult the official Chicago Manual of Style or an
online resource like the Purdue OWL (Online Writing Lab) for specific
examples and clarifications. Proofreading your citations meticulously after
completing your paper can catch many overlooked mistakes, ensuring the
scholarly integrity of your work.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style?

A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the
text. The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes,
while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations. Both
conclude with a list of sources, either a bibliography or a reference list,
respectively.

Q: Can I mix and match elements from the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems?

A: No, you must choose one system and adhere to it consistently throughout
your entire paper. Mixing systems will lead to errors and demonstrate a lack
of understanding of Chicago style.

Q: How do I cite a source that has multiple authors
in Chicago style?

A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, list all authors in the first note,
separated by commas, with "and" before the last author. In subsequent notes
and the bibliography, you can use "et al." after the first author's name if
there are more than two or three authors, depending on the edition of CMOS
you are following. For the Author-Date system, list all authors in the
reference list. In-text citations typically use "et al." after the first
author's name if there are more than two authors.



Q: What is the correct way to cite an edited book in
Chicago style?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the note begins with the chapter
author's name, followed by the chapter title. Then, indicate "in" followed by
the editor's name (preceded by "ed." or "eds."), the title of the book, and
then publication details and page numbers. The bibliography entry follows a
similar structure. For the Author-Date system, the reference list entry
includes the editor(s) followed by "(ed.)" or "(eds.)", then the publication
year, book title, and publication details.

Q: How do I cite a direct quote in Chicago style,
and do I always need a page number?

A: Yes, when using a direct quote, you must always include the page number in
your citation. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the page number is included
in the footnote or endnote. For the Author-Date system, the page number is
included in the parenthetical in-text citation after the year.

Q: When should I use "et al." in my Chicago style
citations?

A: "Et al." (an abbreviation of the Latin "et alia," meaning "and others") 1is
used to shorten citations when a source has multiple authors. The exact
number of authors after which you can use "et al." can vary slightly
depending on the edition of the Chicago Manual of Style you are referencing
and whether it's in a note or bibliography entry, but generally, it's for
three or more authors.

Q: Is there a difference between a bibliography and
a reference list in Chicago style?

A: Yes, there is a distinction based on the citation system used. A
"Bibliography" is used with the Notes-Bibliography system and lists all
sources cited and consulted. A "References" list is used with the Author-Date
system and lists only the sources that were actually cited in the text.

Q: How do I cite an online article from a reputable
academic database like JSTOR or Project MUSE?

A: These are typically treated as journal articles. You would include the
author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, year, and page range.
You will also include the database name and a DOI (Digital Object Identifier)
or URL if provided. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the footnote/endnote
would also include the specific page number. For the Author-Date system, the



parenthetical citation would include the page number.
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