chicago style sociology citation rules

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected and comprehensive guide for academic writing and
publishing, and understanding its specific rules for sociology citations is crucial for any student or
researcher in the field. This article delves deep into the intricacies of Chicago style sociology citation
rules, covering both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems, and highlighting key differences
and common applications. We will explore how to correctly format various source types, from books
and journal articles to websites and interviews, ensuring accuracy and academic integrity. Mastering
these citation principles will not only prevent plagiarism but also enhance the credibility and clarity of
your sociological research, making your arguments more persuasive and your work easier for readers

to follow and verify.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the notes-bibliography

system and the author-date system. Sociologists may encounter either system depending on the



specific journal, publisher, or instructor's preference. While both aim for clarity and accuracy in
attributing sources, their structure and presentation differ significantly. The notes-bibliography system
uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, followed by a comprehensive bibliography at
the end of the work. Conversely, the author-date system places parenthetical citations directly in the
text, which include the author's last name, publication year, and page number (if applicable), with a

corresponding reference list at the end.

It is essential for sociology students and researchers to be proficient in both systems. Understanding
when and why each system is preferred can save considerable time and prevent errors. For instance,
the notes-bibliography system is often favored in humanities and some social sciences where
extensive explanatory notes might be beneficial, allowing for detailed commentary without disrupting
the main text's flow. The author-date system, on the other hand, is more common in scientific
disciplines and some social sciences where conciseness and quick source identification are

paramount.

The Notes-Bibliography System in Chicago Style Sociology

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of superscripts within the text that
correspond to numbered footnotes or endnotes. These notes provide detailed source information, often
including page numbers, and can also serve as a space for supplementary commentary or
elaborations that do not fit within the main body of the text. This system is particularly useful for
academic papers in sociology where nuanced arguments or historical context might require additional

explanation.

The primary advantage of the notes-bibliography system for sociology papers is its flexibility. It allows
authors to provide comprehensive source details without interrupting the narrative flow of their
arguments. Each citation in the notes is a self-contained unit, offering a full bibliographic entry upon
first mention, with subsequent citations to the same source becoming abbreviated. This method is

favored in many traditional academic settings for its scholarly feel and its capacity to integrate authorial



voice with robust evidentiary support.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, authors can choose between footnotes and endnotes. Footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is referenced, while endnotes are collected at the
end of the document, chapter, or entire work. The choice between the two is largely a matter of
publisher preference or personal stylistic choice, though some find footnotes more convenient for

readers who can see the source information without having to flip to the back of the book or paper.

Regardless of whether footnotes or endnotes are used, the first citation of a source in the notes
section will be a full bibliographic entry. Subsequent citations to the same source are typically
shortened, often including the author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary to distinguish from
other works by the same author), and the page number. This creates a streamlined citation process

once the initial full entry is provided.

The Bibliography

Following the main text and any endnotes (if endnotes are used), a bibliography is presented. This
section alphabetically lists all the sources cited in the paper. The bibliography provides a complete
overview of the research undertaken and allows readers to easily locate and consult the original works.
Each entry in the bibliography is formatted in a consistent manner, mirroring the information provided

in the first footnote or endnote for that source, but without the note number.

The Author-Date System in Chicago Style Sociology



The author-date system, also known as the parenthetical citation system, is a more concise method of
citation. In this system, brief citations are embedded directly within the text, typically in parentheses,
and include the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number(s) if a specific part of
the source is being referenced. This approach is frequently employed in fields that prioritize the
immediacy of information and rapid identification of sources, making it a popular choice in many

sociology departments.

The author-date system is praised for its efficiency. Readers can quickly see who authored a particular
idea or finding and when it was published, directly within the context of the argument being made. This
makes it easier to follow the development of thought and to verify claims without constantly referring to
footnotes or endnotes. It also tends to simplify the writing process by reducing the need for frequent

page-turning or scrolling.

In-Text Citations

An in-text citation in the author-date system typically looks like this: (Smith 2020, 45). If the author's

name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are needed: Smith (2020) argues
that... (45). For multiple authors, the convention is to list all authors' last names or use "et al." if there
are more than three authors, depending on specific style guidelines within the author-date framework.

Consistency is key, and adhering to the chosen format throughout the paper is paramount.

The Reference List

Corresponding to the in-text citations, a reference list appears at the end of the document. This list is
also alphabetized by the author's last name. Unlike the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system,
the reference list entries are generally more condensed. Each entry provides the essential information
needed to locate the source: author's name, publication year, title, and publication details (e.g., journal

name and volume/issue, publisher for books). The author-date system's reference list is designed for



quick retrieval and verification.

Citing Books in Chicago Style Sociology

Citing books is a fundamental aspect of sociological research, and Chicago style provides clear
guidelines for their accurate representation in both citation systems. Whether you are referencing a
foundational text in sociological theory or a contemporary empirical study, precise citation ensures

academic integrity and allows your readers to access the original work.

Notes-Bibliography System for Books

In the notes-bibliography system, a full book citation in a footnote or endnote includes the author's full
name, the title of the book (italicized), publication information (city: publisher, year), and the specific
page number(s) cited. For example: John H. Goldthorpe, Social Mobility and Class Structure in

Contemporary Britain (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1980), 112.

In the bibliography, the order is reversed, and the author's last name comes first: Goldthorpe, John H.

Social Mobility and Class Structure in Contemporary Britain. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1980.

Author-Date System for Books

For the author-date system, the in-text citation is brief: (Goldthorpe 1980, 112). In the reference list,
the entry includes the author's last name and first name, the publication year in parentheses, the
italicized title, and publication details: Goldthorpe, John H. 1980. Social Mobility and Class Structure in

Contemporary Britain. Oxford: Clarendon Press.



Special considerations apply to edited volumes, multi-volume works, and books with multiple authors,
each requiring specific formatting variations. Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual

of Style for the most accurate and up-to-date guidelines on these nuanced scenarios.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style Sociology

Journal articles are a cornerstone of contemporary sociological scholarship, providing access to the
latest research findings and theoretical debates. Correctly citing these articles is therefore essential for

any sociology paper.

Notes-Bibliography System for Journal Articles

In a footnote or endnote, a journal article citation includes the author's full name, the title of the article
(in quotation marks), the title of the journal (italicized), the volume and issue number, the year of
publication, and the page number(s). For example: Pierre Bourdieu, "The Forms of Capital," in
Handbook of Theory and Research for the Sociology of Education, ed. John G. Richardson (New York:
Greenwood Press, 1986), 241-51. When citing a journal article specifically, the format is: Michael A.
Messner, "The Case of the Vanishing Male Rites of Passage," American Journal of Sociology 95, no. 1

(July 1989): 3.

In the bibliography, the author's last name comes first: Messner, Michael A. "The Case of the

Vanishing Male Rites of Passage." American Journal of Sociology 95, no. 1 (July 1989): 1-21.

Author-Date System for Journal Articles

The author-date in-text citation for a journal article is (Messner 1989, 3). In the reference list, the entry



appears as: Messner, Michael A. 1989. "The Case of the Vanishing Male Rites of Passage." American

Journal of Sociology 95 (1): 1-21.

For online journal articles, it is crucial to include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, or the
URL and access date. This ensures readers can locate the article even if it is accessed through an

electronic database.

Citing Online Sources in Chicago Style Sociology

The proliferation of online resources in sociology necessitates clear guidelines for citing websites,
blogs, and other digital content. Accurate citation of online sources is crucial for demonstrating the

breadth of your research and for enabling readers to verify the information you present.

Notes-Bibliography System for Online Sources

For websites, a note typically includes the author (if known), the title of the specific page or document
(in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication or last updated date (if
available), and the URL. If no author is listed, begin with the title. For example: "The Pew Research
Center's Internet & Technology." Pew Research Center. Last modified January 20, 2023.

https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/.

In the bibliography, the format is similar, but the URL is presented without the date, and the name of
the organization sponsoring the website is typically included if it differs from the website name. For
instance: Pew Research Center. "The Pew Research Center's Internet & Technology." Accessed

March 1, 2023. https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/.



Author-Date System for Online Sources

The author-date in-text citation would be structured based on available information, e.g., (Pew
Research Center 2023). The reference list entry would include the author (or organization), year, title,
and URL. For example: Pew Research Center. 2023. "The Pew Research Center's Internet &

Technology." Accessed March 1, 2023. https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/.

When citing online sources, it is vital to provide as much information as possible to facilitate retrieval.
This includes the author, title, website name, publisher (if distinct from the author), and publication or

modification date. Including an access date for content that might change is also good practice.

Citing Other Source Types in Chicago Style Sociology

Sociological research often draws upon a diverse range of materials beyond traditional books and
journal articles. Understanding how to cite interviews, government documents, dissertations, and other

unique source types is vital for comprehensive and accurate academic work.

Interviews

For interviews, whether conducted by the researcher or published elsewhere, Chicago style requires
specific formatting. In a note, you would typically include the interviewee's name, the type of interview
(e.g., personal interview, email interview), and the date it occurred. For published interviews, include

publication details. For example: Jane Doe, personal interview, March 15, 2023.

In the bibliography (notes-bibliography system), interviews are usually not listed unless they are
published. For author-date, an in-text citation might be (Doe 2023), with a note in the reference list

similar to the above. However, unpublished interviews are generally not included in the reference list



but are cited in the notes.

Government Documents

Government documents, such as reports from statistical agencies or legislative proceedings, have their
own citation conventions. In the notes-bibliography system, a typical citation includes the issuing
agency, the title of the document (italicized), the report number (if applicable), and the publication date.

For author-date, the reference list entry follows a similar structure.

For example, in a note: U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States, 135th ed.

(Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 2015), sec. 3, table 301.

In the reference list: U.S. Census Bureau. 2015. Statistical Abstract of the United States. 135th ed.

Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

Dissertations and Theses

Citations for dissertations and theses typically include the author's name, the title of the work
(italicized), the type of degree (e.g., PhD dissertation, Master's thesis), the university, and the year of
completion. If accessed online, the database or URL should be included. For example, in a note:
Michael J. Smith, "The Social Construction of Reality in Urban Settings" (PhD diss., University of
Chicago, 2018), 78. The reference list entry would follow the standard author-date or bibliography

format.

It is always best to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or specific departmental

guidelines for the most precise formatting of less common source types in sociological research.



Common Citation Errors to Avoid in Chicago Style Sociology

Ensuring accuracy in Chicago style sociology citations requires vigilance against common pitfalls. Even
seasoned researchers can make mistakes, so understanding these frequent errors is crucial for

maintaining the integrity and professionalism of your work.

One of the most prevalent errors is inconsistency. This can manifest as mixing the notes-bibliography
and author-date systems within a single paper, or variations in how the same type of source is cited
throughout the text or bibliography/reference list. Another common mistake is the incorrect formatting
of titles, such as failing to italicize book titles or consistently italicizing journal titles, or not using

quotation marks for article titles as required.

Incorrect Author Names and Dates

Another frequent error involves the accurate transcription of author names and publication dates.
Misspellings of author names or incorrect years of publication can lead to reader frustration and
undermine the credibility of your research. Pay close attention to how author names are presented in

original sources, especially when dealing with multiple authors or names with prefixes.

Omitting essential information is also a significant problem. Forgetting to include page numbers when
citing specific passages, failing to provide publisher details for books, or leaving out volume and issue

numbers for journal articles all render citations incomplete and potentially unhelpful.

Formatting Issues with Punctuation and Italics

Punctuation errors are surprisingly common and can significantly alter the appearance and accuracy of

a citation. This includes misplaced commas, incorrect use of colons or semicolons, and improper



placement of periods. Furthermore, the consistent and correct application of italics for book and journal

titles, and quotation marks for article titles, is a hallmark of proper Chicago style formatting.

When citing online sources, forgetting to include URLs or DOls, or failing to provide access dates for
volatile online content, is a recurring issue. These elements are critical for enabling readers to locate
and verify your digital sources. Diligent proofreading and a thorough understanding of the Chicago

Manual of Style are your best defenses against these common citation errors.

Ensuring Consistency in Your Chicago Style Sociology Citations

Consistency is arguably the most critical element of effective citation practice, regardless of the
specific style guide. In Chicago style sociology, maintaining a uniform approach across all citations
ensures that your work appears professional, credible, and easy for your readers to navigate. This

principle applies to both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems.

Begin by making a clear decision about which of the two Chicago systems you will use, and then
adhere to it strictly. If you are working within a department or for a specific publication that mandates a
particular system, ensure you fully understand its requirements. Minor variations in the presentation of
the same type of source throughout your paper can create confusion and detract from the overall

quality of your writing.

Uniform Formatting for Source Types

Once you have selected your citation system, focus on applying the correct formatting for each source
type consistently. For example, if you are citing multiple books, ensure that every book citation in your
bibliography or reference list follows the exact same structure. This includes the order of elements, the

punctuation used, and the use of italics or quotation marks.



Similarly, when citing journal articles, maintain uniformity in how you present the journal title, volume,
issue, year, and page numbers. The same applies to online sources, where elements like URLSs,

access dates, and publication dates should be presented in a standardized manner for every citation.
Taking the time to create a template or checklist for common source types can be an invaluable tool

for ensuring consistency.

Proofreading for Citation Accuracy

Finally, thorough proofreading is non-negotiable. After you have completed your manuscript, dedicate a
specific session to reviewing all your citations. Compare your in-text citations with your bibliography or
reference list to ensure every source is accounted for and that the details match precisely. Check for

any lingering inconsistencies in formatting, author names, publication years, or page numbers.

It can be beneficial to have a peer or a writing center assistant review your citations, as a fresh pair of
eyes may catch errors that you have overlooked. By prioritizing consistency and employing rigorous
proofreading, you can elevate the scholarly rigor of your sociological research and present your

findings with confidence and clarity.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the two Chicago style citation

systems used in sociology?

A: The main difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text and in the final list of
references. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations

(author, year, page) and a shorter reference list at the end.



Q: Which Chicago style citation system is more common in sociology?

A: While both systems are used, the author-date system is generally more prevalent in scientific and
many social science disciplines, including some areas of sociology, due to its conciseness. However,
the notes-bibliography system is also widely accepted and used, especially in certain subfields or by

specific journals.

Q: How do I cite a book in Chicago style for a sociology paper using
the notes-bibliography system?

A: In a footnote or endnote, you would format it as: Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City
of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number. In the bibliography, it becomes: Last Name, First

Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Q: What information is required for an in-text citation in the author-

date Chicago style for sociology?

A: An in-text citation typically includes the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page
number(s) if referring to a specific part of the source, enclosed in parentheses. For example: (Smith

2020, 45).

Q: How should | cite a journal article in Chicago style sociology,

especially if | access it online?

A: For the notes-bibliography system, a footnote/endnote would include author, article title, journal title,
volume, issue, year, and page numbers. For the author-date system, the reference list entry would

include similar information plus the DOI or URL and access date for online articles.



Q: What is the rule for citing multiple authors in Chicago style

sociology?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, list all authors' full names in notes and the first author's last name
followed by "et al." in the bibliography if there are more than three authors. In the author-date system,
the convention varies, but often all authors are listed up to a certain number (e.g., three), and "et al." is

used thereafter in both in-text citations and the reference list. Always check specific guidelines.

Q: Do | need to include an access date for websites cited in Chicago

style sociology?

A: Yes, it is generally recommended to include an access date for online sources, especially if the
content is likely to change or be updated. This helps readers locate the specific version of the source

you consulted.

Q: What if a source has no author listed for a Chicago style sociology
citation?

A: If a source has no author, begin the citation with the title of the work. In the notes-bibliography
system, the title would appear first in the note and bibliography. In the author-date system, the title

would be used in place of the author's name in the in-text citation and the reference list.
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