
chicago style social science
references
chicago style social science references are a cornerstone of academic
integrity and clear communication in fields ranging from sociology and
political science to anthropology and psychology. Mastering this citation
style ensures that your research is properly attributed, allowing readers to
trace your sources and build upon your work. This comprehensive guide will
delve into the intricacies of Chicago style, focusing specifically on its
application within the social sciences. We will explore the fundamental
principles, the distinct author-date and notes-bibliography systems, and
provide practical examples for common source types. Understanding these
elements is crucial for any scholar aiming to present their findings with
accuracy and professionalism.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Social Sciences
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and adopted citation
style, particularly prevalent in history, but its flexibility makes it an
excellent choice for many social science disciplines. Its strength lies in
its adaptability, offering two distinct systems to accommodate different
scholarly needs. For social scientists, understanding the core tenets of
Chicago style is the first step towards producing polished and credible
academic work. This involves comprehending the purpose of citation – to give
credit, avoid plagiarism, and enable verification – and how Chicago style
achieves these objectives.

The Chicago style's emphasis on clarity and comprehensiveness means that its
guidelines cover a vast array of source materials. Whether you are citing a



peer-reviewed journal article, a foundational book in your field, a
government report, or even a qualitative interview, Chicago style provides a
structured method for presenting this information. The goal is to present the
essential bibliographic data in a consistent and easily understandable
format, allowing readers to locate the original sources without ambiguity.

The Two Systems of Chicago Style
Chicago style is unique in offering two distinct methods for referencing: the
Author-Date system and the Notes-Bibliography system. Both systems are
equally valid and accepted by the Chicago Manual of Style, but they serve
different academic traditions and preferences within the social sciences. The
choice between them often depends on the specific journal, publisher, or
instructor’s requirements.

The Author-Date system is often favored in the natural and social sciences
where a quick glance at the in-text citation can immediately identify the
source and year of publication, facilitating rapid review of the literature.
The Notes-Bibliography system, conversely, is more common in the humanities
and history, allowing for extensive commentary and elaboration in footnotes
or endnotes without disrupting the flow of the main text. Regardless of the
system chosen, adherence to its specific rules is paramount for maintaining
academic rigor.

The Author-Date System in Social Science
Research
The Author-Date system, as its name suggests, relies on in-text citations
that include the author's last name and the year of publication. This method
is highly efficient for researchers who need to frequently refer to and
integrate a wide range of existing studies into their arguments. It allows
readers to quickly identify the primary source being referenced and its
publication date, offering a snapshot of its temporal relevance within the
existing scholarly discourse.

This system necessitates a corresponding Reference List at the end of the
work. The Reference List provides full bibliographic details for all sources
cited in the text, arranged alphabetically by author's last name. This
duality ensures that both immediate source identification within the
narrative and complete source retrieval are facilitated, making it a popular
choice in fields where the evolution of ideas over time is a key
consideration.

Creating In-Text Citations (Author-Date)
In the Author-Date system, citations appear parenthetically within the text
or as a narrative citation. When used parenthetically, the citation typically



includes the author's last name and the year of publication, separated by a
comma. For example, (Smith 2020). If the author's name is mentioned in the
sentence, only the year is needed in the parentheses. For instance, As Smith
(2020) argued, the implications were far-reaching.

When citing specific passages, page numbers are included. For direct quotes,
the page number(s) are essential, such as (Smith 2020, 45). For paraphrased
ideas or summaries, including page numbers is often recommended for clarity
but may not always be strictly required unless the point is particularly
specific or controversial. If there are multiple authors, the citation format
adjusts accordingly, often using an ampersand (&) between the last two
authors for direct quotes and paraphrases. For works with three or more
authors, the first author's name is listed, followed by "et al." (and
others).

Crafting the Reference List (Author-Date)
The Reference List is an alphabetical compilation of every source cited in
the paper. Each entry must provide complete bibliographic information,
allowing readers to locate the original work. The structure of each entry
varies depending on the source type, but generally includes the author's
name, the year of publication, the title of the work, and publication details
such as the publisher, journal name, volume, and issue numbers, or URL for
online sources.

Entries are alphabetized by the author's last name. If multiple works by the
same author are cited, they are listed chronologically by publication year.
If an author has multiple works from the same year, an alphabetical suffix
(a, b, c) is appended to the year in both the in-text citation and the
reference list entry. The primary goal of the Reference List is to provide a
comprehensive and organized gateway to the research underpinning the paper.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style Author-
Date Format
Understanding the specific formatting for different source types is crucial
for accurate referencing in the Author-Date system. Below are examples for
common academic sources:

Journal Article: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title."
Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Month or Season): Page range. DOI or
URL.

Book: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Book Title. City of
Publication: Publisher.

Book Chapter: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Chapter Title." In
Book Title, edited by Editor First Name Last Name, Page range. City of
Publication: Publisher.



Website: Author Last Name, First Name (if available). Year. "Page
Title." Website Name. Last modified Month Day, Year (if available). URL.

The Notes-Bibliography System in Social Science
Research
The Notes-Bibliography system, often preferred in historical and humanities
disciplines, is also utilized by some social scientists. This system uses
footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, allowing for detailed
explanations or tangents without disrupting the main narrative. A
corresponding bibliography is then provided at the end of the work, which
includes all sources cited, often with slightly more detail than a reference
list.

This system offers greater flexibility for incorporating supplementary
information directly related to the citations. While the in-text signal is
usually a superscript number, the full details of the source are reserved for
the notes. The bibliography then serves as a comprehensive list of consulted
materials, reinforcing the scholarly foundation of the research. It is a
robust system for academic writing that values textual exposition alongside
clear sourcing.

Footnotes and Endnotes (Notes-Bibliography)
In the Notes-Bibliography system, each piece of information or idea drawn
from an external source is accompanied by a superscript number in the text.
This number corresponds to a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote
at the end of the chapter or document. The first time a source is cited, the
note will contain full bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the
same source will use a shortened format, typically including the author's
last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

For example, a first note might read: 1. John Smith, The Sociology of Urban
Life (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 78. A subsequent note for
the same source would be: 2. Smith, Sociology of Urban Life, 92. The purpose
of these notes is to provide immediate access to the source of information
without cluttering the main body of the text. They are essential for academic
traceability.

Building the Bibliography (Notes-Bibliography)
The bibliography, appearing at the end of the work, is an alphabetical
listing of all sources that were consulted and cited in the notes. It serves
as a comprehensive record of the research undertaken. While the notes provide
the specific instance of citation, the bibliography offers a holistic view of
the scholarly landscape the author engaged with.



The formatting of bibliography entries generally mirrors that of the notes,
but with some key differences. For instance, author names are typically
listed in the order Last Name, First Name, and the publication year often
follows the author's name directly. The bibliography is alphabetized by
author's last name, and entries are typically single-spaced with a double
space between each entry. This organized presentation aids readers in
exploring the research further.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style Notes-
Bibliography Format
Similar to the Author-Date system, specific formats are applied to different
source types within the Notes-Bibliography system:

Journal Article: Author First Name Last Name, "Article Title," Journal
Title Volume, no. Issue (Month or Season): Page range. DOI or URL.

Book: Author First Name Last Name, Book Title (City of Publication:
Publisher, Year).

Book Chapter: Author First Name Last Name, "Chapter Title," in Book
Title, edited by Editor First Name Last Name, Page range (City of
Publication: Publisher, Year).

Website: Author First Name Last Name (if available), "Page Title,"
Website Name, last modified Month Day, Year (if available), URL.

Choosing Between Author-Date and Notes-
Bibliography
The decision between the Author-Date and Notes-Bibliography systems in
Chicago style for social science research is not arbitrary; it often hinges
on disciplinary conventions and the specific demands of the publication
venue. While both systems are fully supported by the Chicago Manual of Style,
their application signals different approaches to academic writing and reader
engagement.

Consider the audience and the nature of your research. If your work involves
extensive engagement with a large body of literature where rapid
identification of sources and their publication timelines is crucial, the
Author-Date system might be more suitable. If, however, your research
requires nuanced discussion, extensive commentary, or historical context that
benefits from supplementary notes, the Notes-Bibliography system could be a
better fit. Always consult the guidelines provided by your professor,
institution, or the journal to which you are submitting.



Key Differences and When to Use Each
The most significant difference lies in how citations are presented within
the text. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations (Author Year),
which are concise and direct, making it easier to track the scholarly lineage
of ideas quickly. This is advantageous for empirical studies and literature
reviews where broad survey of existing research is common.

The Notes-Bibliography system, with its footnotes and endnotes, allows for
more detailed explanations, digressions, or the inclusion of primary source
references that might interrupt the flow of the main text. This is often
favored in qualitative research, historical sociology, or political theory
where detailed contextualization is important. The bibliography, while
serving a similar purpose to the reference list, can sometimes include a
wider range of consulted materials, not just those directly cited.

Formatting Your Chicago Style References
Precisely
Regardless of which system you choose, precision in formatting is paramount
for Chicago style social science references. Minor errors can detract from
the professionalism of your work and, in some cases, lead to rejection.
Adhering to the specific rules for punctuation, capitalization, italics, and
spacing ensures that your citations are both accurate and aesthetically
consistent.

The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidance on every aspect of
citation formatting. This includes how to handle elements like DOIs, URLs,
page numbers, edition statements, and corporate authors. Taking the time to
consult the manual or reliable online resources that summarize its guidelines
is a worthwhile investment for any academic writer.

General Formatting Guidelines
Key general formatting guidelines apply across both systems. For book titles
and journal titles, italics are used. For article titles and chapter titles,
quotation marks are typically employed. Authors' names are inverted (Last
Name, First Name) in bibliographies and reference lists. Punctuation, such as
periods, commas, and colons, must be used according to specific rules for
each element of the citation.

Spacing and indentation are also critical. In the Author-Date system, the
Reference List entries are usually block-formatted or have a hanging indent.
In the Notes-Bibliography system, footnotes and endnotes are typically
numbered sequentially, and the bibliography entries are alphabetized and
often use a hanging indent for improved readability. Consistency is the
watchword; once a format is chosen, it must be applied uniformly throughout
the document.



Citing Digital and Online Social Science Sources
The digital landscape has dramatically expanded the types of sources
available to social scientists. Chicago style has adapted to include
guidelines for citing online journal articles, websites, blogs, social media,
and digital archives. The core principle remains the same: provide enough
information for the reader to locate the source.

For online articles, including the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is
preferred if available, as it provides a stable link. If a DOI is not
present, a URL should be provided. For websites, including the publication
date or last modified date is important, along with the date of access if the
content is likely to change. Proper citation of these dynamic sources ensures
that your research is grounded in the most accessible and verifiable
information.

Advanced Chicago Style Social Science Reference
Considerations
Beyond the basic formatting, social science research often involves complex
source materials that require a deeper understanding of Chicago style. This
can include government documents, unpublished dissertations, conference
proceedings, and interview transcripts. Mastering these advanced areas
ensures that all facets of your research are appropriately credited.

The Chicago Manual of Style offers solutions for nearly every citation
challenge. Familiarizing yourself with how to cite these less common but
potentially crucial sources will elevate the thoroughness and credibility of
your academic work. It demonstrates a commitment to comprehensive scholarly
practice.

Consistency and Accuracy in Chicago Style Social
Science Referencing
Ultimately, the most critical aspect of using Chicago style social science
references is maintaining unwavering consistency and accuracy. Every
citation, whether in the text, a note, a reference list, or a bibliography,
must be meticulously checked for adherence to the chosen system's rules.
Inconsistencies can create confusion and undermine the author's authority.

This attention to detail is not merely an aesthetic concern; it is a
fundamental component of academic honesty. By correctly and consistently
citing your sources, you demonstrate respect for the intellectual labor of
others and contribute to the transparent advancement of knowledge within the
social sciences. It is this dedication to precision that defines scholarly
rigor.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
style's Author-Date and Notes-Bibliography systems
for social sciences?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations (e.g., (Smith 2020)), while
the Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes that appear
at the bottom of the page or end of the document.

Q: Which system is more commonly used in social
sciences, Author-Date or Notes-Bibliography?
A: The Author-Date system is generally more prevalent in many social science
disciplines, such as sociology, psychology, and political science, due to its
efficiency in literature reviews and empirical studies. However, the Notes-
Bibliography system is also used, particularly in fields like history or
certain sub-disciplines of sociology.

Q: When citing a journal article in Chicago style
(Author-Date), what are the essential elements?
A: For a journal article in Chicago Author-Date, you need the author's last
name and first name, the year of publication, the article title (in quotation
marks), the journal title (in italics), the volume and issue numbers, the
page range, and a DOI or URL if available.

Q: How should I format a citation for a book in
Chicago style (Notes-Bibliography)?
A: In Chicago Notes-Bibliography, a book citation typically includes the
author's first and last name, the book title (in italics), the city of
publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For the first note,
page numbers are also included.

Q: What is the purpose of a Reference List in the
Author-Date system versus a Bibliography in the
Notes-Bibliography system?
A: Both serve to list cited sources, but a Reference List in the Author-Date
system includes only sources that are explicitly cited in the text. A
Bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system can sometimes include a broader
range of consulted materials, in addition to those cited in the notes.



Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style?
A: To cite a website in Chicago style, include the author's name (if
available), the title of the specific page or article (in quotation marks),
the name of the website (in italics), the publication or last modified date
(if available), and the URL. The date of access is also recommended if the
content is dynamic.

Q: What is the correct way to handle multiple
authors in Chicago style citations?
A: For two authors, list both names separated by "and" in the reference list
or bibliography. In Author-Date in-text citations, use an ampersand (&)
between the authors. For three or more authors, list the first author's name
followed by "et al." in both in-text citations and the reference
list/bibliography.

Q: Do I need to use page numbers for paraphrased
ideas in Chicago style?
A: While page numbers are mandatory for direct quotes in both systems, they
are often recommended for paraphrased ideas in Chicago style for social
sciences to help readers locate the specific information within the source,
especially if the idea is concise or specific.
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