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Chicago Style Social Science Endnotes Examples

Chicago style social science endnotes examples are essential for any scholar or researcher working

within the social sciences. Understanding how to properly cite sources using endnotes, particularly

within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), is crucial for academic integrity, avoiding plagiarism, and

providing readers with a clear roadmap to your research. This comprehensive guide will delve into the

intricacies of Chicago style endnotes, offering detailed explanations and practical examples relevant to

social science disciplines. We will cover the fundamental structure of endnotes, differentiate between

notes and bibliography entries, and explore common citation scenarios encountered in fields like

sociology, political science, anthropology, and psychology. Mastering these elements will significantly

enhance the clarity and credibility of your academic work.
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Understanding Chicago Style Endnotes vs. Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography system

and the Author-Date system. For social science research, the Notes and Bibliography system, which

utilizes endnotes (or footnotes), is frequently preferred. This system allows for more extensive



explanatory notes and a less cluttered text. Endnotes are placed at the end of the main body of the

text, typically before the bibliography. Each note corresponds to a superscript number within the text,

indicating the source of a specific piece of information, quote, or idea. The bibliography, appearing

after the endnotes, provides a comprehensive list of all sources cited in the work, allowing readers to

easily locate and consult the original materials.

It's important to distinguish between endnotes and their corresponding bibliography entries. While both

cite the same sources, their format and purpose differ. Endnotes are designed for immediate reference

within the text, often including more descriptive information or brief commentary. Bibliography entries,

on the other hand, are formatted for ease of retrieval and alphabetical listing. Understanding this

distinction is the first step in correctly implementing Chicago style endnotes for your social science

research.

Basic Structure of a Chicago Style Endnote

The fundamental structure of a Chicago style endnote is generally consistent across different source

types, though specific details will vary. Each note begins with a superscript Arabic numeral that

corresponds to its placement in the text. The note itself typically includes the author's name (first name

first), the title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles), publication details

(place, publisher, year), and specific location information (page numbers). The first time a source is

cited, the note is usually presented in its full form. Subsequent citations of the same source are often

shortened to provide a more concise reference.

The components of a full endnote generally follow this pattern: Author's First Name Last Name, Title of

Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number(s). For articles, it would be Author's First

Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal volume, no. issue (Year): page number(s).

Citing Books in Chicago Style Endnotes

Citing books is a common requirement in social science research. When you quote directly from a

book, paraphrase an idea, or refer to specific data, you must provide an endnote. The first full citation



for a book in an endnote will include the author’s full name, the book’s title (italicized), the publication

city, the publisher, and the year of publication, followed by the specific page number(s) being

referenced. For subsequent citations of the same book, a shortened form is used, typically including

the author’s last name, a shortened title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same

author), and the page number.

For example, the first note for a book might look like this:

1. C. Wright Mills, The Sociological Imagination (New York: Oxford University Press, 1959), 171.

A subsequent note for the same book would be:

2. Mills, Sociological Imagination, 185.

If you are citing a book with multiple authors, editors, or a translated work, the formatting will adjust

accordingly. Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for precise formatting

details on these less common scenarios.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style Endnotes

Journal articles are a staple in social science literature, and citing them correctly in endnotes is crucial.

The format for a journal article endnote begins with the author's full name, followed by the article title

in quotation marks. Then comes the journal title (italicized), followed by the volume and issue

numbers, the publication year in parentheses, and finally, the specific page number(s) of the article,

with the referenced page in the note. Similar to book citations, the first note is full, and subsequent

notes are shortened.

A first-time citation of a journal article might appear as:

3. Pierre Bourdieu, "The Forms of Capital," in Handbook of Theory and Research for the Sociology of

Education, ed. John G. Richardson (New York: Greenwood Press, 1986), 243.

A subsequent note for the same article would be:

4. Bourdieu, "Forms of Capital," 245.

Remember to include the volume and issue numbers, as well as the publication year in parentheses,

to accurately pinpoint the article within its publication context. The inclusion of the editor’s name and



publication details for a chapter within an edited volume is also important for clarity and proper

attribution.

Citing Websites and Online Resources in Chicago Style

Endnotes

In contemporary social science research, online resources, including websites, government reports,

and digital archives, are increasingly common. Citing these sources accurately in endnotes requires

careful attention to the available information. When citing a website, include the author or organization

responsible for the content, the title of the specific page or document, the name of the website, the

publication or last modified date (if available), and the URL. Most importantly, include the date you

accessed the material, as online content can change. For articles published online in journals, follow

the journal article format but include the DOI or URL and access date.

An example of a website citation in an endnote:

5. United Nations Human Rights Office, "The Universal Declaration of Human Rights," accessed

November 15, 2023, https://www.ohchr.org/en/universal-declaration-of-human-rights.

When a website has a clear author, use their name. If it's an organization, use the organization's

name. The access date is crucial for online sources because their content can be updated or removed

without notice, making it difficult to verify information at a later time. Always try to find the most specific

information available for your citation.

Citing Other Source Types in Chicago Style Endnotes

Social science research often involves a variety of source materials beyond books and journal articles.

This can include government documents, interviews, conference papers, unpublished manuscripts, and

even media like films or podcasts. Each of these requires specific formatting within Chicago style

endnotes.

For interviews, you would typically include the name of the interviewee, the date of the interview, and



the context (e.g., "personal interview" or "interview by telephone"). For government documents, include

the issuing agency, the title of the report, and the date of publication, along with relevant page

numbers. Unpublished manuscripts should include the author, title, and details about the manuscript's

status and location.

Here are a few examples:

Interview: 6. Dr. Evelyn Reed, interview by author, November 10, 2023, Chicago, IL.

Government Report: 7. U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational

Outlook Handbook, 2022-2023 (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2022), 45.

Conference Paper: 8. Anya Sharma, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Polarization"

(paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston,

MA, September 2, 2021), 12.

The key to citing diverse sources accurately is to identify the essential bibliographic information for

each and arrange it according to the principles outlined by the Chicago Manual of Style. Consistency is

paramount in ensuring the professionalism of your work.

Notes and Bibliography System Nuances for Social Science

Research

The Notes and Bibliography system in Chicago style offers flexibility that is particularly beneficial for

social science research. Beyond mere citation, endnotes can be used to provide supplementary

information, engage in brief critical commentary, or clarify complex arguments without disrupting the

flow of the main text. This allows researchers to present nuanced discussions that might otherwise be

cumbersome to integrate directly. For instance, a researcher might use an endnote to briefly discuss a

methodological limitation of a study they are referencing, or to provide additional context for a

statistical finding.



When using the Notes and Bibliography system, it is crucial to maintain a clear distinction between the

information that belongs in the main text and that which is best placed in an endnote. Generally, core

arguments, definitions, and findings should be in the text, while elaborations, tangential discussions, or

acknowledgments of alternative perspectives can be relegated to endnotes. Remember that the

bibliography should contain only the sources explicitly cited in the notes and the text.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Chicago Style

Endnotes

Several common pitfalls can arise when using Chicago style endnotes in social science writing. One

frequent error is inconsistency in formatting between the first and subsequent citations of a source.

Another is neglecting to include essential bibliographic details such as publication dates or page

numbers. Misplacing superscript numbers or failing to ensure they correspond correctly to their

respective endnotes can also lead to confusion.

To avoid these issues, adhere to the following best practices:

Always consult the most recent edition of the Chicago Manual of Style.

Use citation management software if possible to help maintain consistency.

Proofread carefully, paying close attention to every detail of your endnotes and bibliography.

When in doubt, err on the side of providing more information rather than less.

Ensure that every piece of information not considered common knowledge is attributed to a

source.

By diligently applying these principles, you can ensure your social science research is well-

documented, credible, and adheres to the rigorous standards of academic scholarship.



Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago style endnote

and a bibliography entry for the same source?

A: The primary difference lies in their format and placement. An endnote is a numbered note at the

end of your paper, offering a full citation the first time a source is used and a shortened version for

subsequent uses. It often includes more immediate context. A bibliography entry is an alphabetical

listing of all consulted sources at the very end of your paper, designed for easy retrieval and typically

more concise than the first endnote citation.

Q: Do I need to cite common knowledge in Chicago style endnotes?

A: No, you do not need to cite common knowledge in Chicago style endnotes. Common knowledge

includes facts that are widely known and readily available from many sources without attribution.

However, if you are unsure whether a piece of information is considered common knowledge, it is

always safer to cite your source to avoid potential plagiarism.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book in Chicago style

endnotes?

A: For a chapter from an edited book, the endnote format in Chicago style is: Author's First Name Last

Name, "Title of Chapter," in Title of Book, ed. Editor's First Name Last Name (City of Publication:

Publisher, Year), page number(s). This clearly attributes the chapter to its author and places it within

the context of the larger edited volume.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website that has no clear author

listed in Chicago style endnotes?

A: If a website has no clear author, you should start the endnote with the title of the specific page or

document. Then, include the name of the website, the publication or last modified date (if available),



and the URL, followed by the date you accessed the material. For example: "Title of Page," Name of

Website, Month Day, Year of publication/modification, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Q: Can I use explanatory notes in Chicago style endnotes for social

science research?

A: Yes, the Notes and Bibliography system, which uses endnotes, is particularly well-suited for social

science research because it allows for the inclusion of explanatory or supplementary notes. These

notes can be used to provide additional context, discuss a methodology in more detail, or offer brief

tangential insights without disrupting the main text's flow.

Q: How are subsequent citations of the same source handled in

Chicago style endnotes?

A: Subsequent citations of the same source in Chicago style endnotes are typically shortened. After

the first full citation, you use the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to

distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the relevant page number(s). For example:

Mills, Sociological Imagination, 185.

Q: What if I am citing a source that has been translated into English

for my social science paper?

A: When citing a translated work in Chicago style endnotes, you should include the original author,

followed by the title of the work in its original language (if relevant and transliterated correctly) or the

English translation. Then, you would note the translator's name, the English publisher, and the

publication year. The format would generally be: Original Author, Title, trans. Translator's First Name

Last Name (City: Publisher, Year).



Q: Should I include a DOI when citing online journal articles in Chicago

style endnotes?

A: Yes, if an online journal article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), you should include it in your

Chicago style endnote citation. The DOI provides a stable and persistent link to the article. The format

would typically be: Author's Full Name, "Article Title," Journal Title volume, no. issue (Year): page

numbers, DOI.
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