
chicago style social science conclusion
section
chicago style social science conclusion section serves as the critical capstone to any rigorous
academic or research paper, providing a definitive summary of findings and reinforcing the
significance of the study. Crafting an effective conclusion within the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) framework for social science demands a nuanced understanding of both scholarly
expectations and stylistic conventions. This article delves deep into the essential components of a
compelling Chicago style social science conclusion, covering its purpose, structure, key elements,
common pitfalls to avoid, and best practices for ensuring clarity, impact, and academic integrity.
Understanding these intricacies is paramount for researchers aiming to leave a lasting impression
and effectively communicate the value of their work.
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Understanding the Purpose of the Conclusion
The conclusion of a social science paper, particularly when adhering to Chicago style, is far more
than a simple reiteration of what has already been stated. Its primary purpose is to synthesize the
research, connect the dots for the reader, and underscore the importance and contribution of the
study to its respective field. It's the final opportunity to persuade your audience of the validity of
your arguments and the significance of your findings. A well-crafted conclusion should provide a
sense of closure while also stimulating further thought and inquiry among scholars.

In the context of social science, conclusions often grapple with complex human behaviors, societal
structures, and multifaceted phenomena. Therefore, the conclusion must effectively tie together the
intricate threads of the research, demonstrating how the presented evidence supports the
overarching arguments and contributes to a broader understanding of the social world. It aims to
answer the implicit question: "So what?" – compelling the reader to consider the practical or
theoretical implications of the research presented.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Social Science
Conclusion
A robust conclusion in the Chicago style for social science research is built upon several



foundational elements, each contributing to its overall effectiveness and impact. These components
ensure that the conclusion is comprehensive, coherent, and serves its intended purpose of providing
a satisfying resolution to the research presented.

Restating the Thesis and Research Questions
While direct repetition should be avoided, a conclusion should subtly restate the core thesis or
central argument of the paper. This is not about copying and pasting from the introduction; rather, it
involves rephrasing the main claim in light of the evidence and analysis presented throughout the
body of the work. This serves to remind the reader of the initial focus and to demonstrate how the
research journey has successfully supported this central premise.

Similarly, the key research questions that guided the investigation should be revisited, not as direct
queries, but as concepts that have been thoroughly addressed. The conclusion should clearly
indicate how the findings have provided answers or shed new light on these initial inquiries. This
reinforces the logical progression of the research and highlights the attainment of the study's
objectives.

Summarizing Key Findings and Evidence
This is a crucial part of the conclusion where the most salient findings are synthesized. It involves
briefly recapping the main points and critical pieces of evidence that have substantiated the thesis.
The summary should be concise and focus on the most impactful discoveries or outcomes of the
research. Avoid introducing new data or arguments here; the goal is to consolidate what has already
been discussed.

The summary of findings should highlight the patterns, trends, or significant relationships that
emerged from the data analysis. For instance, if the research explored voting behavior, the
conclusion might summarize findings on the correlation between socioeconomic status and political
affiliation, referencing key statistical outcomes or qualitative observations that support this link. The
emphasis is on presenting a cohesive narrative of what the research has revealed.

Discussing Implications and Significance
Beyond summarizing, a strong conclusion delves into the "so what?" of the research. This section
articulates the broader implications of the findings for the specific field of social science, for policy,
practice, or for general societal understanding. How does this research advance existing knowledge?
What are the potential consequences or applications of these discoveries?

The significance can be discussed in terms of theoretical contributions, such as challenging existing
paradigms or offering new frameworks for understanding social phenomena. Practical implications
might involve recommendations for policymakers, educators, or practitioners working within the
area of study. This is where the research demonstrates its value and relevance beyond the confines
of the paper itself.



Acknowledging Limitations and Future Research Directions
No research is perfect, and acknowledging limitations demonstrates intellectual honesty and a
nuanced understanding of the research process. This section should briefly touch upon any
constraints that might have affected the study's scope or generalizability. These could include
limitations in sample size, methodology, data collection, or the specific context of the study.

Following the acknowledgment of limitations, it is often beneficial to suggest avenues for future
research. This not only shows that the researcher has considered further inquiries but also positions
the current study as a stepping stone for subsequent investigations. These suggestions should be
grounded in the limitations identified and the unanswered questions that remain, offering concrete
directions for those who wish to build upon the present work.

Avoiding Common Pitfalls in Conclusion Writing
Even with a clear understanding of the components, it's easy to fall into common traps when writing
a conclusion. Recognizing these pitfalls is the first step toward avoiding them and ensuring your
conclusion is impactful rather than detrimental to your paper's overall quality.

Introducing New Information or Arguments
One of the most frequent mistakes is the introduction of entirely new data, evidence, or arguments
that were not presented or discussed in the body of the paper. The conclusion is a space for
synthesis and reflection, not for introducing novel material. Doing so can confuse the reader and
undermine the coherence of your argument, suggesting that the research was not fully developed in
the main sections.

Over-Summarizing Without Synthesis
Conversely, simply listing or repeating points from earlier sections without connecting them or
highlighting their collective significance can lead to a weak conclusion. A mere summary lacks the
analytical depth required. The goal is not just to restate facts but to weave them into a coherent
tapestry that reinforces the central thesis and its implications.

Being Too Vague or Too Specific
A conclusion that is overly vague can leave the reader feeling unsatisfied, failing to provide clear
takeaways. On the other hand, getting bogged down in highly specific details that were only relevant
to a particular sub-point can dilute the overall message. Strive for a balance that reinforces the
broad significance while remaining grounded in the research findings.

Apologizing for the Research
Phrases like "This study has limitations..." or "While this research is not perfect..." can come across
as apologetic and weaken the impact of your work. While acknowledging limitations is important, it



should be done professionally and factually, without implying a failure of the research itself. Present
limitations as inherent aspects of research, not as excuses.

Best Practices for Crafting a Strong Conclusion
To ensure your Chicago style social science conclusion is as effective as possible, consider
implementing these best practices, which focus on clarity, impact, and adherence to academic
standards.

Focus on Synthesis, Not Just Summary
The core of a strong conclusion is its ability to synthesize. This means bringing together the various
threads of your research – your thesis, evidence, analysis, and findings – into a cohesive whole. Show
how these elements logically connect to support your overarching argument. Think of it as
presenting the finished product of your research puzzle, where all the pieces fit together to reveal a
larger picture.

Maintain a Consistent Tone and Voice
The tone of your conclusion should align with the rest of your paper – professional, objective, and
authoritative. Avoid overly casual language or emotional appeals. Your voice should convey
confidence in your research and its findings, reinforcing the credibility you have established
throughout the paper.

End with a Strong Final Statement
The very last sentence or two of your conclusion is crucial. It should leave a lasting impression on
the reader, encapsulating the most important takeaway or a thought-provoking idea related to your
research. This concluding statement can be a call to action, a prediction, or a broader reflection on
the significance of your work, ensuring that your research lingers in the reader's mind.

Review and Revise Thoroughly
After drafting your conclusion, take time to review and revise it critically. Read it aloud to catch
awkward phrasing or logical gaps. Ensure it flows smoothly from the body of the paper and
effectively reinforces your main points without introducing anything new. A polished conclusion is a
testament to the thoroughness of your research and writing process.

Check Against Chicago Manual of Style Guidelines
While this article provides a comprehensive overview, always consult the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style for specific formatting and stylistic requirements, especially concerning
citations and the overall structure of academic papers. Adhering strictly to CMOS ensures your work



meets academic standards.

Reviewing and Refining Your Conclusion
The process of crafting a strong conclusion extends beyond the initial draft. Rigorous review and
refinement are essential steps to ensure clarity, impact, and adherence to academic standards. This
iterative process allows you to polish your ideas and present your research in its most compelling
form, leaving a definitive and memorable mark on your reader and your field of study.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary function of a Chicago style social
science conclusion section?
A: The primary function of a Chicago style social science conclusion section is to synthesize the
research, restate the thesis in light of the findings, summarize key evidence, discuss the implications
and significance of the study, and suggest directions for future research, all while providing a sense
of closure for the reader.

Q: Should I introduce new data or theories in my Chicago style
social science conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce new data, theories, or arguments in your Chicago style social
science conclusion. The conclusion is a space for reflection, synthesis, and discussion of implications
based on the information presented in the body of the paper, not for introducing novel material.

Q: How do I effectively restate my thesis in the conclusion
without being repetitive?
A: To effectively restate your thesis without being repetitive, rephrase your central argument using
different wording and connect it directly to your findings. Show how the research journey has
supported or refined your initial premise, demonstrating the evolution of your understanding based
on the evidence.

Q: What are the key differences between summarizing findings
and discussing implications in a conclusion?
A: Summarizing findings involves a concise recap of the main results and evidence presented in the
paper. Discussing implications, on the other hand, focuses on the broader meaning and significance
of those findings, exploring their impact on theory, practice, policy, or future research.



Q: Is it important to acknowledge the limitations of my study
in the conclusion?
A: Yes, it is very important to acknowledge the limitations of your study in the conclusion. This
demonstrates intellectual honesty, highlights areas where the research could be strengthened, and
provides a realistic context for the findings, contributing to the credibility of your work.

Q: How can I ensure my conclusion has a strong, lasting
impact on the reader?
A: To ensure a strong impact, focus on providing clear takeaways, articulate the broader significance
of your research, and end with a memorable final statement. This final statement should encapsulate
the most crucial contribution of your study or offer a thought-provoking reflection that lingers with
the reader.

Q: What is the role of suggesting future research directions in
a social science conclusion?
A: Suggesting future research directions in a social science conclusion serves to identify unanswered
questions or areas that warrant further investigation, often stemming from the limitations or
findings of the current study. It positions your work as a foundational step for subsequent research
and demonstrates a forward-thinking perspective.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style specifically influence
the structure of a social science conclusion?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style primarily dictates the formatting and citation style for social science
papers. While it doesn't rigidly prescribe every sentence of a conclusion, it emphasizes clarity,
logical flow, and adherence to scholarly conventions, ensuring that the conclusion effectively
supports the research and is presented professionally.
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