chicago style social science bibliography examples

chicago style social science bibliography examples are crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication in fields like sociology, political science, psychology, and anthropology. Mastering this
citation style ensures that your research is properly attributed, allowing readers to verify your sources
and delve deeper into the literature. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the essential
components of creating a Chicago style bibliography for social science works, covering various source
types and common formatting nuances. We will explore the fundamental principles of the Notes-
Bibliography system, delve into specific examples for books, journal articles, and web resources, and

offer tips for ensuring accuracy and consistency in your social science bibliographies.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Notes-Bibliography System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. For most social science disciplines, the Notes-Bibliography
system is the preferred method. This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text to
cite sources, and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work that lists all cited sources
alphabetically. The bibliography serves as a reader's guide to the research underpinning your study,

providing full publication details for each entry.

Core Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography Entry

Regardless of the source type, most Chicago style bibliography entries share fundamental
components. These elements are arranged in a specific order and punctuated meticulously to ensure
clarity and conciseness. Understanding these building blocks is essential for constructing accurate

citations.

Author(s)

The author's name is typically listed with the last name first, followed by a comma, then the first name
and any middle initials. For multiple authors, the first author’s name is inverted, but subsequent

authors’ names are listed in normal order (first name then last name).

Title of the Work

Book titles are italicized. For articles or chapters within a larger work, the title is enclosed in quotation

marks.



Publication Information

This includes the place of publication, the publisher’s name, and the year of publication. For journal
articles, this section includes the journal title (italicized), volume number, issue number, and date of

publication.

Page Numbers (if applicable)

For specific references within a book or journal article, page numbers are included. In the bibliography,

this is often presented as a range for the entire work or specific pages cited.

Formatting Common Social Science Sources

The application of Chicago style principles varies slightly depending on the type of source being cited.

Familiarizing yourself with these variations is crucial for producing an error-free bibliography.

Books

Books are a cornerstone of social science research. The standard format for a book in a Chicago style

bibliography is as follows:
Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.
For example:

Skocpol, Theda. States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and China.

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1979.



If a book has multiple authors, you would list them accordingly:
Rubin, Jeffrey Z., and Susan J. Rubin. The Power of Relationship: How to Improve Communication,

Resolve Confiicts, and Foster Intimacy. New York: Times Books, 1994.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles is vital for academic papers. The format for a journal article in a Chicago style

bibliography is:

Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Month or Season Year):

Page numbers.

For instance:
Putnam, Robert D. “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital.” Journal of Democracy 6, no.

1 (January 1995): 65-78.

When referencing an article that was published online and accessed through a database or DOI,
include the DOI or URL:

Giddens, Anthony. “The Third Way: The Renewal of Social Democracy.” Political Quarterly 69, no. 2
(April-June 1998): 129-42. doi:10.1111/1467-923X.00014.

Websites and Online Resources

The internet has become an indispensable source for social science research. Citing online resources

requires attention to accessibility and specific publication details.

Last Name, First Name (if available). “Title of Specific Page or Document.” Name of Website. Last

modified or accessed Date. URL.



An example:
Smith, John. “Understanding Qualitative Research Methods.” Sociology Central. Accessed January

15, 2024. https://www.sociologycentral.com/qualitativemethods.

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the page:
“Global Trends in Political Participation.” Pew Research Center. Last modified March 10, 2023.

https://www.pewresearch.org/globalparticipation.

Additional Social Science Source Types

Beyond books and journal articles, social scientists frequently utilize a diverse range of source
materials. Properly citing these can be complex, but adherence to CMOS guidelines ensures

completeness.

Dissertations and Theses

These academic works represent significant original research. The format for a dissertation or thesis in

a Chicago style bibliography is:

Last Name, First Name. “Title of Dissertation.” Type of work (e.g., PhD dissertation, Master’s thesis),

University, Year.

Example:
Johnson, Emily R. “The Impact of Social Media on Adolescent Identity Formation.” PhD dissertation,

University of California, Berkeley, 2020.



Book Chapters

When citing a specific chapter within an edited volume, you need to cite both the chapter author and

the editors of the book.

Last Name, First Name. “Title of Chapter.” In Title of Book, edited by Editor’s First Name Last Name
and Editor’s First Name Last Name, Page numbers. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of

Publication.
For instance:

Foucault, Michel. “Of Other Spaces: Utopias and Heterotopias.” In Rethinking Architecture: A Reader
in Cultural Theory, edited by Neil Leach, 229-34. London: Routledge, 1997.

Interviews

Personal interviews, whether conducted by the author or a third party, are valuable sources.

Last Name, First Name (if conducted by author). Type of interview (e.g., personal interview, email

interview). Date of interview.

Example of a conducted interview:

Miller, Sarah. Personal interview. October 26, 2023.

If referencing an interview published or archived elsewhere:
Davis, Marcus. “The Future of Urban Planning.” Interview by Anna Lee. Urban Studies Journal,

November 15, 2022.



Government Documents

Government publications are rich sources for social science data and policy analysis. The citation

format can vary, but a common approach is:

Issuing Agency. Title of Document. Publication details (report number, series, etc.). Place of

Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:
United States. Department of Justice. Bureau of Justice Statistics. National Crime Victimization Survey:

2022 Report to the Nation. Washington, DC: Government Publishing Office, 2023.

Advanced Chicago Style Bibliography Tips for Social Scientists

Beyond the basic formatting, several best practices can enhance the quality and usability of your

Chicago style social science bibliography.

Consistency is Key

The most critical aspect of any bibliography is consistency. Ensure that every entry follows the same
format for author names, titles, publication details, and punctuation. Inconsistencies can detract from

the professionalism of your work.

Accuracy in Detail

Double-check all publication details: author names, titles, publishers, dates, and page numbers. Even

minor errors can make it difficult for readers to locate your sources. Pay close attention to italicization



and quotation marks.

Utilizing Citation Management Software

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can greatly assist in managing your sources and generating
bibliographies in Chicago style. While these tools are invaluable, always review their output for

accuracy, as they are not infallible.

When to Consult the Manual

For complex or unusual source types, or when in doubt about specific formatting rules, always refer to
the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style. It is the authoritative guide and provides detailed

instructions for nearly every citation scenario imaginable.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-Bibliography and

Author-Date systems in Chicago style for social science?

A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes in the text and a comprehensive
bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses in-text parenthetical citations (Author Year,
page) and a reference list at the end. The Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred in social

sciences for its detailed annotations.

Q: How do I cite a source with no author in a Chicago style



bibliography?

A: If a source has no author, begin the entry with the title of the work. For books, the title is italicized;

for articles or chapters, it is enclosed in quotation marks. Follow with publication information as usual.

Q: What is the correct way to format multiple authors in a Chicago
style bibliography?

A: For two authors, invert the first author's name (Last Name, First Name) and list the second author’s
name normally (First Name Last Name). For three or more authors, invert only the first author’s name
and use "et al." in the note (but list all authors in the bibliography, separated by commas, with the last

author preceded by "and").

Q: Do | need to include the publisher’s location for all book citations in
a Chicago style bibliography?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style generally requires the place of publication to be included for

books in the bibliography for clear identification of the publisher and edition.

Q: How should | cite an online article accessed via a DOl in my
Chicago style bibliography?

A: For online articles with a DOI, include the DOI after the page numbers or issue information. The
format is typically: Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page

numbers. doi: XX XXXX/XXXXXXXX.

Q: What is the rule for italicizing titles in a Chicago style social



science bibliography?

A: Titles of standalone works, such as books, journals, magazines, newspapers, and websites, are
italicized. Titles of shorter works that are part of a larger whole, such as articles, book chapters, and

poems, are placed in quotation marks.

Q: Can | use abbreviations for publishers in my Chicago style
bibliography?

A: Generally, you should spell out the full name of the publisher. However, abbreviations are
sometimes permissible for university presses (e.g., "UP" for University Press) if they are commonly

understood and consistently applied. Always refer to the CMOS for specific guidance.
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