chicago style restating thesis
conclusion

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic
and professional writing, and understanding how to effectively restate your
thesis in the conclusion is a crucial element of this style. A well-crafted
conclusion doesn't merely summarize; it synthesizes, recontextualizes, and
offers a final, impactful perspective on your argument. This article will
delve into the nuances of crafting a strong Chicago style restating thesis
conclusion, exploring its purpose, best practices, common pitfalls, and the
significance of its role in a complete academic paper. We will examine how to
revisit your central argument without simply repeating it verbatim, thereby
reinforcing its importance and leaving a lasting impression on the reader.
Furthermore, we will discuss the strategic placement of your restated thesis
and its integration with broader concluding remarks, ensuring a cohesive and
persuasive final section.
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The Purpose of a Chicago Style Restating Thesis
Conclusion

The primary function of a conclusion in Chicago style, particularly
concerning the restatement of the thesis, is to provide a sense of closure
and reinforce the central argument of your paper. It's not merely an ending
but a final opportunity to persuade your reader of the validity and
significance of your research or analysis. A strong conclusion leaves the
reader with a clear understanding of what has been argued and why it matters,
solidifying the impact of your work. This section acts as the final echo of
your main point, ensuring it resonates long after the paper is read.

Restating your thesis in the conclusion serves several critical purposes.
Firstly, it reminds the reader of the core argument you set out to prove,
especially after they have navigated through various pieces of evidence and
supporting points. Secondly, it demonstrates that you have successfully
fulfilled the promise of your introduction. Lastly, a well-restated thesis
can offer a new perspective or implication of your argument that might not
have been fully apparent in the introduction, adding depth and sophistication
to your overall discussion.



Key Elements of a Strong Restated Thesis

A strong restated thesis in a Chicago style conclusion is characterized by
several key attributes that distinguish it from a simple reiteration. It
should be concise, clear, and directly reflect the argument that has been
developed and supported throughout the body of the paper. Importantly, it
should avoid introducing new information or claims that were not previously
discussed or substantiated. The restated thesis is the culmination of your
argument, distilling its essence into a powerful final statement.

Several components contribute to the strength of a restated thesis:

e Clarity and Conciseness: The restated thesis should be easy to
understand and free of jargon or overly complex sentence structures. It
should directly convey the main point.

e Accuracy to the Paper's Argument: It must precisely mirror the thesis
that was established in the introduction and consistently supported
throughout the essay. Any deviation would undermine the paper's
coherence.

e Synthesis, Not Just Summary: A truly effective restatement synthesizes
the evidence and discussion presented in the paper, offering a fresh
angle or a deeper understanding of the original thesis.

e Impactful Language: While remaining formal, the language used in the
restated thesis should be strong and assertive, leaving no doubt about
the writer's position and the significance of their findings.

Strategies for Restating Your Thesis
Effectively

Effectively restating your thesis in a Chicago style conclusion involves more
than just rewording. It requires thoughtful integration with the overall
summary and final thoughts. One common strategy is to approach it from a
different angle than in the introduction. While the introduction might have
presented the thesis as a question or a declarative statement to be proven,
the conclusion can present it as a solidified truth or a proven assertion
based on the evidence provided.

Here are several effective strategies for restating your thesis:

e Paraphrasing with New Vocabulary: Avoid using the exact same wording as
your introduction. Instead, rephrase the core idea using different but
precise vocabulary. This shows a deeper understanding and mastery of the
topic.

* Highlighting the Significance: Frame your restated thesis in terms of



its broader implications or consequences. Explain why your argument
matters and what it contributes to the existing discourse in your field.

e Connecting to the "So What?": The restated thesis should implicitly or
explicitly answer the "so what?" question. It should provide a sense of
the impact or importance of your findings.

e Focusing on the Outcome: If your thesis involved a process or an
analysis, the restated thesis can emphasize the successful outcome or
conclusion reached as a result of that process.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Your Conclusion

When crafting a conclusion that includes a restated thesis in Chicago style,
writers can fall into several common traps that diminish the impact of their
final section. These errors can confuse the reader, weaken the argument, or
make the conclusion feel abrupt or incomplete. Vigilance in avoiding these
pitfalls is crucial for producing a polished and persuasive academic paper.

The following are frequently encountered mistakes:

e Introducing New Information: This is perhaps the most significant error.
The conclusion is for synthesis and reinforcement, not for presenting
new evidence, arguments, or claims that were not part of the main body.

* Being Too Repetitive: While restating the thesis is important, simply
copying and pasting the introductory thesis statement or using identical
phrasing throughout the conclusion is unoriginal and tiresome for the
reader.

e 0ffering a Weak or Vague Restatement: The restated thesis must be as
clear and precise as the original. Ambiguity at this crucial stage can
leave the reader uncertain about your main point.

e Including Apologies or Disclaimers: Phrases like "I may not have proven
my point perfectly" or "This is just one interpretation” detract from
the authority and confidence of your argument.

e Ending Abruptly: A conclusion needs to feel complete. Simply stating the

restated thesis and stopping leaves the reader feeling unsatisfied. It
needs context and a sense of finality.

Integrating the Restated Thesis with Broader



Concluding Remarks

The restated thesis does not exist in isolation within the conclusion; it is
an integral part of a larger, cohesive statement. The art of a strong Chicago
style conclusion lies in its ability to seamlessly weave the restated thesis
into broader remarks that encapsulate the paper's journey and its ultimate
significance. This integration ensures that the core argument is not only
presented but also contextualized and amplified.

To achieve this seamless integration, consider the following approaches:

e Synthesize Key Findings: Briefly recap the most crucial pieces of
evidence or arguments presented in the body paragraphs. This reinforces
how these points collectively support your thesis.

e Discuss Broader Implications: Move beyond the specific topic of your
paper to discuss what your findings mean in a larger context. How does
your argument contribute to the field of study, or what are its
potential real-world applications?

o 0Offer a Forward-Looking Statement: Depending on the nature of your
paper, you might suggest areas for future research, pose lingering
questions that your work has raised, or offer a final thought that
encourages continued consideration of the topic.

e Maintain a Consistent Tone: The concluding remarks, including the
restated thesis, should maintain the same professional and authoritative
tone established throughout the paper.

The Role of Evidence and Synthesis in the
Conclusion

While the conclusion's primary role is to reinforce the thesis, it is not a
place to introduce new evidence. Instead, it relies on the evidence already
presented and synthesized to support the restated thesis. This involves
drawing connections between disparate pieces of information discussed earlier
in the paper, showcasing how they collectively build a compelling case for
your central argument. The synthesis of evidence in the conclusion elevates
the paper from a mere collection of facts to a coherent and persuasive
discourse.

The process of synthesis in a conclusion can be approached through:

e Highlighting Key Supporting Points: Identify the strongest pieces of
evidence or most critical analytical points from the body of your paper.

e Demonstrating Interconnectedness: Show how these key points work
together. For instance, "The evidence of X, coupled with the analysis of



Y, clearly demonstrates Z."

e Reinforcing the Original Argument: Explicitly or implicitly, show how
the summarized evidence directly validates the restated thesis.

e Concluding with Impact: The synthesized evidence should lead naturally
to the final, impactful statement of your restated thesis and its
implications.

The process of concluding a paper effectively within the framework of Chicago
style, particularly when it comes to restating your thesis, is a vital skill.
By understanding the purpose, employing strategic restatement techniques,
avoiding common errors, and thoughtfully integrating your core argument with
broader concluding remarks, you can ensure your paper leaves a strong and
lasting impression. The conclusion is your final opportunity to demonstrate
the merit and significance of your work, and a well-executed restated thesis
is central to achieving this goal.

FAQ

Q: How is restating a thesis in a Chicago style
conclusion different from simply summarizing?

A: Restating a thesis in a Chicago style conclusion is about reinforcing the
core argument by synthesizing the paper's findings and their implications,
rather than just listing the main points discussed. It reasserts the
significance of your argument based on the evidence presented, often from a
new perspective or with a focus on broader impact.

Q: Should I use the exact same wording for my thesis
in the conclusion as in the introduction?

A: No, it is generally not recommended to use the exact same wording. While
the core idea must remain the same, effective restatement involves
paraphrasing and rephrasing the thesis using different vocabulary and
sentence structure to demonstrate a deeper understanding and avoid
redundancy.

Q: What is the most common mistake writers make when
restating their thesis in a conclusion?

A: The most common mistake is introducing new information or arguments in the
conclusion. A conclusion is meant to synthesize and reinforce what has
already been discussed and proven, not to present novel ideas or evidence



that hasn't been supported in the body of the paper.

Q: How can I ensure my restated thesis flows
logically with the rest of my conclusion?

A: To ensure a logical flow, first, briefly summarize your key supporting
points. Then, use transition words or phrases to connect this summary to your
restated thesis. Finally, follow the restated thesis with a discussion of its
broader implications or a forward-looking statement.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a question as a restated
thesis in a conclusion?

A: While an introduction might pose a thesis as a question to be explored, a
conclusion's restated thesis should typically be a declarative statement. The
conclusion confirms what has been answered or proven, thus it should present
the thesis as a resolved assertion.

Q: How can I make my restated thesis impactful
without being overly dramatic or informal?

A: Impactful restatement comes from precise language and a clear articulation
of the argument's significance. Focus on the implications and the "so what?"
of your research. Use strong verbs and a confident, authoritative tone that
aligns with academic conventions.
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