CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PROPOSAL GUIDELINES GRAD SCHOOL

CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PROPOSAL GUIDELINES GRAD SCHOOL ARE ESSENTIAL FOR CRAFTING A COMPELLING ACADEMIC
DOCUMENT THAT CLEARLY ARTICULATES YOUR RESEARCH INTENTIONS. NAVIGATING THESE GUIDELINES CAN SEEM DAUNTING, BUT
UNDERSTANDING THE CORE COMPONENTS AND STYLISTIC EXPECTATIONS OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE WILL SET YOU ON
THE RIGHT PATH. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL BREAK DOWN THE CRITICAL ELEMENTS OF A GRAD SCHOOL RESEARCH
PROPOSAL, FOCUSING SPECIFICALLY ON CHICAGO STYLE CONVENTIONS. WE WILL DELVE INTO UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF
A RESEARCH PROPOSAL, STRUCTURING ITS KEY SECTIONS, ADHERING TO CITATION AND FORMATTING STANDARDS, AND COMMON
PITFALLS TO AVOID. MASTERING THESE ASPECTS ENSURES YOUR PROPOSAL IS NOT ONLY WELL-ORGANIZED BUT ALSO
PROFESSIONALLY PRESENTED, SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCING ITS IMPACT ON ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES AND POTENTIAL ADVISORS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF A GRAD ScHooL ReSearRCH PrRoPOSAL

A RESEARCH PROPOSAL SERVES AS A BLUEPRINT FOR YOUR PROPOSED ACADEMIC JOURNEY. FOR GRADUATE SCHOOL
ADMISSIONS, IT DEMONSTRATES YOUR ABILITY TO THINK CRITICALLY, IDENTIFY A RESEARCHABLE PROBLEM, AND FORMULATE A
PLAN TO ADDRESS IT. |T’S YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SHOWCASE YOUR INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY, YOUR GRASP OF THE EXISTING
LITERATURE, AND YOUR POTENTIAL TO CONTRIBUTE ORIGINAL SCHOLARSHIP TO YOUR CHOSEN FIELD. A WELL-CRAFTED
PROPOSAL ALSO SIGNALS TO FACULTY REVIEWERS THAT YOU HAVE THE NECESSARY SKILLS AND DEDICATION TO SUCCEED IN A
RIGOROUS GRADUATE PROGRAM.

Bevonp ADMISSIONS, A RESEARCH PROPOSAL OFTEN FUNCTIONS AS A FOUNDATIONAL DOCUMENT FOR THESIS OR DISSERTATION
WORK. |T PROVIDES A CLEAR ROADMAP FOR YOUR ADVISOR AND COMMITTEE, ENSURING ALIGNMENT ON THE PROJECTIS SCORPE,
METHODOLOGY, AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES. IN ESSENCE, IT’S A CONTRACT BETWEEN YOU AND THE INSTITUTION, OUTLINING THE
RESEARCH YOU COMMIT TO UNDERT AKING. THEEEFOEE/ METICULOUS ATTENTION TO DETAIL, CLARITY OF THOUGHT, AND
ADHERENCE TO ESTABLISHED ACADEMIC STANDARDS, SUCH AS THOSE OUTLINED IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, ARE
PARAMOUNT.

Core CoMPONENTS OF A CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PROPOSAL

W/HILE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS CAN VARY SLIGHTLY BETWEEN INSTITUTIONS AND DEPARTMENTS, MOST RESEARCH PROPOSALS,
PARTICULARLY THOSE ADHERING TO CHICAGO STYLE, WILL INCLUDE A SET OF FUNDAMENTAL COMPONENTS. THESE ELEMENTS
WORK TOGETHER TO PRESENT A COHERENT AND PERSUASIVE CASE FOR YOUR RESEARCH PROJECT.

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

THE INTRODUCTION SETS THE STAGE FOR YOUR ENTIRE PROPOSAL. |T SHOULD IMMEDIATELY ENGAGE THE READER, CLEARLY
STATE THE PROBLEM OR QUESTION YOUR RESEARCH AIMS TO INVESTIGATE, AND PROVIDE A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE TopIC’s
SIGNIFICANCE. THIS SECTION SHOULD ARTICULATE WHY THIS RESEARCH IS IMPORTANT AND WHAT GAP IN CURRENT KNOWLEDGE
IT SEEKS TO FILL. A STRONG INTRODUCTION WILL CAPTURE THE READER'S INTEREST AND CONVEY THE POTENTIAL IMPACT OF
YOUR WORK.



LITERATURE REVIEW

THE LITERATURE REVIEW IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT THAT DEMONSTRATES YOUR FAMILIARITY WITH EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP
RELEVANT TO YOUR RESEARCH TOPIC. |T INVOLVES SYNTHESIZING AND EVALUATING PREVIOUS STUDIES, IDENTIFYING KEY
DEBATES, THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS, AND METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES. THIS SECTION SHOULD NOT MERELY SUMMARIZE
ARTICLES BUT RATHER CRITICALLY ANALYZE THEM, HIGHLIGHTING HOW YOUR PROPOSED RESEARCH BUILDS UPON, CHALLENGES
OR EXTENDS CURRENT UNDERSTANDING. BY SHOWCASING A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW, YOU PROVE THAT YOUR RESEARCH IS
INFORMED AND CONTRIBUTES MEANINGFULLY TO THE FIELD.
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ReseArRcH QUESTIONS AND OBJECTIVES

CLEARLY ARTICULATED RESEARCH QUESTIONS ARE THE HEART OF YOUR PROPOSAL. THEY SHOULD BE SPECIFIC, MEASURABLE,
ACHIEVABLE, RELEVANT, AND TIME-BOUND (SMART), GUIDING THE DIRECTION OF YOUR INQUIRY. ALONGSIDE THESE QUESTIONS,
YOU SHOULD STATE YOUR RESEARCH OBJECTIVES, WHICH ARE THE BROADER GOALS YOU AIM TO ACCOMPLISH THROUGH YOUR
STUDY. THESE ELEMENTS PROVIDE FOCUS AND DIRECTION, ENSURING YOUR RESEARCH REMAINS ON TRACK AND ADDRESSES THE
CORE ISSUES YOU’VE IDENTIFIED.

METHODOLOGY

THIS SECTION DETAILS THE “HOW" OF YOUR RESEARCH. Y OU MUST EXPLAIN THE METHODS YOU WILL EMPLOY TO ANSWER
YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS. THIS COULD INCLUDE QUALITATIVE APPROACHES (E.G./ INTERVIEWS, ETHNOGRAPHY , CASE
STUDIES) OR QUANTITATIVE APPROACHES (E.G., SURVEYS, STATISTICAL ANALYSIS, EXPERIMENTS), OR A MIXED-METHODS
DESIGN. CRUCIALLY, YOU NEED TO JUSTIFY WHY YOUR CHOSEN METHODOLOGY IS THE MOST APPROPRIATE FOR YOUR RESEARCH
PROBLEM AND HOW IT WILL YIELD RELIABLE AND VALID DATA. ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS SHOULD ALSO BE ADDRESSED HERE IF
APPLICABLE.

SIGNIFICANCE AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES

ARTICULATE THE POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF YOUR RESEARCH. WHAT NEW KNOWLEDGE WILL IT GENERATE? WHO WILL
BENEFIT FROM YOUR FINDINGS? HOW MIGHT IT IMPACT ACADEMIC DISCOURSE, POLICY, OR PRACTICE? THIS SECTION EMPHASIZES
THE VALUE AND RELEVANCE OF YOUR PROPOSED WORK, MAKING A CASE FOR ITS IMPORTANCE AND POTENTIAL IMPACT. EXPECTED
OUTCOMES SHOULD BE REALISTIC AND DIRECTLY LINKED TO YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND METHODOLOGY.

TIMELINE AND BUDGET (IF APPLICABLE)

FOR MANY GRADUATE PROGRAMS, A REALISTIC TIMELINE IS ESSENTIAL. OUTLINE THE KEY STAGES OF YOUR RESEARCH PROJECT
AND ESTIMATE THE TIME REQUIRED FOR EACH. THIS DEMONSTRATES YOUR ABILITY TO MANAGE A PROJECT EFFECTIVELY. IF YOUR
RESEARCH INVOLVES SIGNIFICANT EXPENSES, A DETAILED BUDGET MIGHT ALSO BE REQUIRED, OUTLINING ANTICIPATED COSTS FOR
MATERIALS, TRAVEL, OR OTHER RESOURCES.

STRUCTURING YOUR RESEARCH PROPOSAL

THE ORGANIZATION OF YOUR RESEARCH PROPOSAL IS AS VITAL AS ITS CONTENT. A LOGICAL FLOW ENSURES THAT YOUR
ARGUMENTS ARE EASY TO FOLLOW AND THAT ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION IS PRESENTED IN A COHERENT MANNER. W/HILE
SPECIFIC HEADINGS MAY VARY, A STANDARD STRUCTURE PROVIDES A SOLID FRAMEW ORK.

TiTLE PAGE

THE TITLE PAGE SHOULD INCLUDE THE PROPOSED RESEARCH TITLE, YOUR NAME, THE DEPARTMENT OR PROGRAM TO WHICH YOU
ARE APPLYING, THE NAME OF THE INSTITUTION, AND THE DATE. THE TITLE ITSELF SHOULD BE CONCISE, INFORMATIVE, AND



REFLECTIVE OF THE CORE OF YOUR RESEARCH TOPIC.

AssTRACT (OPTIONAL BUT RECOMMENDED)

AN ABSTRACT IS A BRIEF SUMMARY OF YOUR ENTIRE PROPOSAL, TYPICALLY 150-250 wORDS. |T SHOULD ENCAPSULATE THE
RESEARCH PROBLEM, YOUR APPROACH, AND THE POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANCE. W/HILE NOT ALWAYS MANDATORY FOR INITIAL
PROPOSALS, IT’S GOOD PRACTICE TO INCLUDE ONE AS IT ALLOWS REVIEWERS TO QUICKLY GRASP THE ESSENCE OF YOUR
PROJECT.

TABLE oF CONTENTS

FOLLOWING THE ABSTRACT, A TABLE OF CONTENTS IS CRUCIAL FOR NAVIGATION. [T LISTS ALL THE MAJOR SECTIONS AND SUB-
SECTIONS OF YOUR PROPOSAL WITH CORRESPONDING PAGE NUMBERS. THIS ORGANIZATIONAL TOOL ENHANCES READABILITY AND
ALLOWS READERS TO QUICKLY LOCATE SPECIFIC INFORMATION.

BobY oF THE PRoPOSAL

THIS IS THE MAIN PART OF YOUR PROPOSAL, ENCOMPASSING THE INTRODUCTION, LITERATURE REVIEW , RESEARCH QUESTIONS,
METHODOLOGY, SIGNIFICANCE, AND ANY OTHER CORE COMPONENTS DISCUSSED PREVIOUSLY. EACH SECTION SHOULD FLOW
LOGICALLY INTO THE NEXT, BUILDING A STRONG AND COHERENT CASE FOR YOUR RESEARCH.

BiBLIOGRAPHY /W orks CITED

THIS SECTION LISTS ALL THE SOURCES YOU HAVE CITED WITHIN YOUR PROPOSAL. ADHERING STRICTLY TO CHICAGO STYLE FOR
THIS LIST IS ESSENTIAL. |T DEMONSTRATES YOUR ENGAGEMENT WITH EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP AND PROVIDES READERS WITH THE
REFERENCES THEY NEED TO EXPLORE YOUR SOURCES FURTHER.

FORMATTING AND CITATION IN CHICAGO STYLE

THe CHICAGO MANUAL oF STYLE (CMOS) OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND
AUTHOR-DATE. FOR MOST ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES, ESPECIALLY IN THE HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES, THE NOTES AND
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS PREFERRED FOR RESEARCH PROPOSALS AND THESES. THIS SYSTEM USES FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR
CITATIONS AND A SEPARATE BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END. FOR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, IN-TEXT CITATIONS INCLUDE THE
AUTHOR’S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, WITH A CORRESPONDING REFERENCE LIST.

NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM

W/HEN USING THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, EVERY DIRECT QUOTE, PARAPHRASE, OR BORROWED IDEA MUST BE
FOLLOWED BY A SUPERSCRIPT FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE NUMBER. T HESE NOTES PROVIDE THE CITATION DETAILS FOR THE SOURCE.
THE BIBLIOGRAPHY THEN LISTS ALL CITED WORKS ALPHABETICALLY BY AUTHOR’S LAST NAME. |T°S IMPERATIVE TO CONSULT
THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR PRECISE FORMATTING OF BOOK, JOURNAL ARTICLE, WEBSITE, AND
OTHER SOURCE TYPES. FOR INSTANCE, A BOOK CITATION IN A FOOTNOTE TYPICALLY INCLUDES AUTHOR’S NAME, TITLE
(ITALICIZED), PUBLICATION INFORMATION, AND PAGE NUMBER, WHILE IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, IT'S AUTHOR’S LAST NAME, FIRST
NAME, TITLE (ITALICIZED), AND PUBLICATION INFORMATION.

AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS MORE COMMON IN SCIENCES AND SOME SOCIAL SCIENCES. |T USES IN-TEXT CITATIONS LIKE



(SMiITH 2020, 123). THE CORRESPONDING REFERENCE LIST AT THE END PROVIDES FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS FOR EACH
SOURCE, TYPICALLY ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY BY AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. SIMILAR TO THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY
SYSTEM, THE EXACT FORMATTING OF EACH ENTRY, WHETHER FOR A BOOK, ARTICLE, OR OTHER SOURCE, MUST BE METICULOUSLY
FOLLOWED ACCORDING TO CMOS GUIDELINES.

GENERAL FORMATTING GUIDELINES

Bevonp CITATION, CHICAGO STYLE ALSO DICTATES GENERAL FORMATTING. THIS TYPICALLY INCLUDES:

* DOUBLE-SPACING THE ENTIRE DOCUMENT, INCLUDING BLOCK QUOTATIONS AND FOOTNOTES/ENDNOTES.
e USING A STANDARD, READABLE FONT SUCH AS TIMES NEw ROMAN OR ARIAL, IN 12-POINT SIZE.
e MAINTAINING 1-INCH MARGINS ON ALL SIDES OF THE PAGE.

® |[NDENTING THE FIRST LINE OF EACH PARAGRAPH, EXCEPT FOR BLOCK QUOTATIONS AND THE FIRST PARAGRAPH AFTER A
HEADING.

e NUMBERING ALL PAGES CONSECUTIVELY, USUALLY STARTING WITH THE TITLE PAGE AS PAGE 1 ok ROMAN NUMERALS
FOR PRELIMINARY PAGES.

CoMMoN PITFALLS To AvolD IN YOUR RESEARCH PROPOSAL

MANY WELL-INTENTIONED PROPOSALS FALTER DUE TO COMMON MISTAKES THAT CAN BE EASILY AVOIDED WITH CAREFUL
ATTENTION. RECOGNIZING THESE PITFALLS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY STRENGTHEN YOUR SUBMISSION.

V AGUE RESEARCH QUESTIONS

ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENT ERRORS IS PRESENTING RESEARCH QUESTIONS THAT ARE TOO BROAD OR AMBIGUOUS. V AGUE
QUESTIONS MAKE IT DIFFICULT TO DEFINE A CLEAR RESEARCH SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY, SIGNALING A LACK OF FOCUSED
THINKING. ENSURE YOUR QUESTIONS ARE SPECIFIC AND DIRECTLY ADDRESS A DISCERNIBLE PROBLEM OR GAP IN KNOWLEDGE.

INSUFFICIENT LITERATURE REVIEW

FAILING TO THOROUGHLY ENGAGE WITH EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP IS A MAJOR RED FLAG. A SUPERFICIAL LITERATURE REVIEW
SUGGESTS THAT THE APPLICANT HAS NOT FULLY GRASPED THE CURRENT STATE OF KNOWLEDGE IN THEIR FIELD OR UNDERSTANDS
HOW THEIR WORK WILL CONTRIBUTE. |T IS CRUCIAL TO DEMONSTRATE A DEEP UNDERSTANDING AND CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT WITH
RELEVANT ACADEMIC \WORKS.

UNCLEAR OR INAPPROPRIATE METHODOLOGY

PROPOSING A METHODOLOGY THAT IS NOT WELL-EXPLAINED, LACKS JUSTIFICATION, OR IS INAPPROPRIATE FOR THE RESEARCH
QUESTIONS IS ANOTHER COMMON ISSUE. APPLICANTS MUST CLEARLY ARTICULATE THEIR CHOSEN METHODS AND EXPLAIN
PRECISELY WHY THEY ARE THE MOST SUITABLE FOR ANSWERING THEIR RESEARCH QUESTIONS. AMBIGUITY HERE CAN LEAD
REVIEWERS TO DOUBT THE FEASIBILITY OF THE PROJECT.



LAck ofF ORIGINALITY OR SIGNIFICANCE

PROPOSALS THAT DO NOT CLEARLY ARTICULATE THE ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTION OR SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH MAY BE
OVERLOOKED. REVIEWERS WANT TO SEE THAT YOUR PROJECT WILL ADD SOMETHING NEW AND VALUABLE TO THE FIELD. ENSURE
YOU EXPLICITLY STATE WHAT MAKES YOUR RESEARCH UNIQUE AND WHY IT MATTERS.

Poor FORMATTING AND CITATION ERRORS

INCONSISTENT FORMATTING AND CITATION ERRORS, ESPECIALLY WHEN ADHERING TO A SPECIFIC STYLE LIKE CHICAGOI CAN
SIGNAL A LACK OF ATTENTION TO DETAIL. THIS CAN DETRACT FROM THE OVERALL PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR PROPOSAL.
DOUBLE-CHECK ALL STYLISTIC REQUIREMENTS AND PROOFREAD METICULOUSLY FOR ANY ERRORS IN GRAMMAR, SPELLING, AND
PUNCTUATION.

FINALIZING AND POLISHING YOUR PROPOSAL

ONCE THE CORE CONTENT IS DRAFTED, THE PROCESS OF FINALIZING AND POLISHING IS CRUCIAL. THIS STAGE INVOLVES
METICULOUS REVIEW AND REFINEMENT TO ENSURE YOUR PROPOSAL IS AS STRONG AS IT CAN BE. | AKE THE TIME TO READ
THROUGH YOUR ENTIRE DOCUMENT WITH A CRITICAL EYE, ENSURING CLARITY, CONCISENESS, AND ACCURACY.

PROOFREADING IS NON-NEGOTIABLE. READ YOUR PROPOSAL MULTIPLE TIMES, AND IDEALLY, HAVE A TRUSTED PEER, MENTOR, OR
WRITING CENTER REVIEW IT FOR ANY GRAMMATICAL ERRORS, TYPOS, OR AWKWARD PHRASING. Bevonp PROOFREADING, ENSURE
THAT YOUR ARGUMENTS FLOW LOGICALLY FROM ONE SECTION TO THE NEXT AND THAT YOUR WRITING IS CLEAR AND ENGAGING.
A POLISHED PROPOSAL REFLECTS YOUR SERIOUSNESS ABOUT YOUR RESEARCH AND YOUR ATTENTION TO ACADEMIC
STANDARDS, MAKING A POWERFUL FIRST IMPRESSION ON ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PROPOSAL FOR
GRAD SCHOOL?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PROPOSAL FOR GRAD SCHOOL IS TO CLEARLY ARTICULATE YOUR
PROPOSED RESEARCH PROJECT, DEMONSTRATE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE FIELD, SHOWCASE YOUR RESEARCH CAPABILITIES,
AND CONVINCE THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE AND POTENTIAL ADVISORS THAT YOUR PROJECT IS FEASIBLE, SIGNIFICANT, AND
WORTHY OF THEIR SUPPORT.

Q: ARE THERE SPECIFIC SECTION REQUIREMENTS MANDATED BY CHICAGO STYLE FOR A
RESEARCH PROPOSAL?

A: THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ITSELF DOES NOT MANDATE SPECIFIC SECTION REQUIREMENTS FOR RESEARCH PROPOSALS.
|NSTEAD, IT PROVIDES GUIDELINES ON FORMATTING AND CITATION. HO\X/EVER, ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS AND DEPARTMENTS
TYPICALLY HAVE THEIR OWN PRESCRIBED SECTIONS FOR PROPOSALS, WHICH YOU MUST THEN FORMAT AND CITE ACCORDING TO
CHICAGO STYLE CONVENTIONS.

Q: WHicH CHICAGO CITATION SYSTEM IS MOST COMMONLY USED FOR GRAD SCHOOL
RESEARCH PROPOSALS?

A: THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS MOST COMMONLY USED FOR GRAD SCHOOL RESEARCH PROPOSALS, PARTICULARLY
IN THE HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS MORE PREVALENT IN SCIENTIFIC FIELDS. |T'S CRUCIAL
TO CONFIRM WHICH SYSTEM YOUR TARGET PROGRAM PREFERS.



Q: HOW DETAILED SHOULD THE LITERATURE REVIEW BE IN A CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH
PROPOSAL?

A: THE LITERATURE REVIEW SHOULD BE COMPREHENSIVE ENOUGH TO DEMONSTRATE YOUR FAMILIARITY WITH THE RELEVANT
EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP. |T NEEDS TO SYNTHESIZE, ANALYZE, AND CRITICALLY EVALUATE PREVIOUS WORK, IDENTIFYING GAPS
AND SHOWING HOW YOUR RESEARCH WILL BUILD UPON OR CONTRIBUTE TO CURRENT KNOWLEDGE, RATHER THAN SIMPLY
SUMMARIZING SOURCES.

Q: WHAT ARE THE KEY FORMATTING ELEMENTS | NEED TO ADHERE TO WHEN USING
CHICAGO STYLE FOR MY PROPOSAL?

A: KEY FORMATTING ELEMENTS INCLUDE DOUBLE-SPACING, 12-POINT FONT, 1-INCH MARGINS, PROPER INDENTATION OF
PARAGRAPHS AND BLOCK QUOTES, AND CONSISTENT PAGINATION. For CITATIONS, YOU MUST METICULOUSLY FOLLOW THE
RULES FOR FOOTNOTES/ENDNOTES AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY (FOR NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM) OR IN-TEXT CITATIONS
AND REFERENCE LIST (FOE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM).

Q: How DO | ENSURE MY RESEARCH QUESTIONS ARE WELL-FORMULATED ACCORDING TO
CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES FOR PROPOSALS?

A: WHILE CHICAGO STYLE DOESN'T DICTATE QUESTION FORMULATION, GOOD ACADEMIC PRACTICE REQUIRES RESEARCH
QUESTIONS TO BE SPECIFIC, FOCUSED, RESEARCHABLE, AND RELEVANT TO THE FIELD. THEY SHOULD CLEARLY INDICATE THE
PROBLEM OR PHENOMENON YOU INTEND TO INVESTIGATE.

Q: SHOULD | INCLUDE A BUDGET AND TIMELINE IN MY CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH
PROPOSAL?

A: INCLUSION OF A BUDGET AND TIMELINE OFTEN DEPENDS ON THE SPECIFIC PROGRAM'S REQUIREMENTS. MANY GRADUATE
PROGRAMS EXPECT A REALISTIC TIMELINE TO ASSESS YOUR PROJECT MANAGEMENT SKILLS. IF YOUR RESEARCH INVOLVES
SIGNIFICANT EXPENSES, A BUDGET MAY ALSO BE NECESSARY. ALWAYS CHECK THE PROGRAM’S GUIDELINES.

Q: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A FOOTNOTE/ENDNOTE AND A BIBLIOGRAPHY
ENTRY IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: A FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE PROVIDES IMMEDIATE CITATION INFORMATION FOR A SPECIFIC POINT IN THE TEXT, OFTEN INCLUDING
THE PAGE NUMBER. A BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY PROVIDES MORE COMPLETE BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS FOR ALL SOURCES CONSULTED
AND CITED, PRESENTED IN A LIST AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT.

Q: How MANY PAGES SHOULD A TYPICAL CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PROPOSAL BE FOR
GRAD SCHOOL?

A: THE LENGTH OF A RESEARCH PROPOSAL CAN VARY SIGNIFICANTLY DEPENDING ON THE PROGRAM, DISCIPLINE, AND LEVEL OF
STUDY. SOME MAY REQUEST 2-5 PAGES, WHILE OTHERS MIGHT EXPECT UP TO 10-15 PAGES. ALWAYS CONSULT THE SPECIFIC
GUIDELINES PROVIDED BY THE GRADUATE PROGRAM YOU ARE APPLYING TO.
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