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Mastering Chicago Style: Comprehensive
Research Paper Formatting Examples
chicago style research paper formatting examples are crucial for academic success, providing a
standardized method for presenting research and acknowledging sources. This comprehensive guide
will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style, often referred to as the Turabian style when applied
to student papers, offering detailed examples for various components of a research paper. We will
cover everything from general manuscript preparation and in-text citations to bibliography entries
and specific formatting elements like footnotes and endnotes. Understanding these nuances ensures
clarity, credibility, and adherence to scholarly conventions, making your research papers both
impactful and professional. Whether you are a seasoned academic or a student navigating a new
citation system, this resource will serve as your definitive guide to Chicago style formatting.
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General Manuscript Formatting in Chicago Style

Proper manuscript formatting is the first step in presenting a Chicago style research paper
professionally. This involves consistent application of margins, font, spacing, and page numbering.
Adhering to these fundamental guidelines establishes a clean and readable document, allowing your
research to take center stage. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides the overarching
framework, and for student papers, it often overlaps with The Chicago Manual of Style Online's
"Author-Date" or "Notes and Bibliography" systems.



When preparing your document, it is essential to use a standard, legible font such as Times New
Roman, Arial, or Calibri, typically in 12-point size. Double-spacing is the standard for the entire
manuscript, including quotations, notes, and bibliography entries, though instructors may specify
exceptions. Margins should generally be set to one inch on all sides. Page numbers are usually
placed in the upper right-hand corner, starting from the title page (though some choose to exclude
the title page from numbering).

Title Page Formatting

A Chicago style research paper typically includes a title page, although this is sometimes omitted in
favor of placing the title and author information at the top of the first page of text. If a separate title
page is used, it should include the full title of the paper, centered horizontally and positioned in the
upper half of the page. Below the title, your name should appear, followed by the name of the
course, the instructor's name, and the date. This information should also be centered.

Running Heads and Page Numbers

While not always mandatory for student papers, a running head (a shortened version of the title) can
be included in the upper right-hand corner of each page, preceding the page number. Page numbers
are crucial for navigation and should be consistently placed, usually one inch from the top and right
margins. The title page is often considered page 1 but may not have a visible page number.
Subsequent pages are numbered sequentially.

Understanding Chicago Style Citations: Notes and
Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. For many humanities and history papers, the Notes and Bibliography
system is prevalent. This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text
and compiles all cited sources into a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper. This
method allows for more detailed parenthetical explanations within the notes themselves.

The core principle behind the Notes and Bibliography system is to provide immediate attribution for
borrowed material while also allowing for a clean, uncluttered main text. Each source referenced in
the paper must have a corresponding note and a corresponding bibliography entry. The notes
provide the specific location of the information, while the bibliography offers a full bibliographic
record of every source consulted and cited.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

In the Notes and Bibliography system, citations can be presented as either footnotes or endnotes.



Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page on which the reference is made, while endnotes are
collected at the end of the document, before the bibliography. The choice between footnotes and
endnotes is often a matter of instructor preference or publisher guidelines. Both methods require
sequential numbering within the text and corresponding entries in the notes section.

Chicago Style In-Text Citation Examples (Notes
System)

The in-text citation in the Notes and Bibliography system is achieved through superscript Arabic
numerals placed directly after the relevant quotation, paraphrased idea, or piece of data. These
numbers correspond to sequential notes, either at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of
the paper (endnotes). Each note provides the necessary bibliographic information for the source.
The first time a source is cited, the note typically includes full bibliographic details. Subsequent
citations of the same source can use a shortened form.

First-Time Citation of a Book

When you first cite a book, the corresponding footnote or endnote will include the author's full
name, the title of the book (italicized), the publication information (city, publisher, year), and the
specific page number(s) referenced. For example:

1 Roland Greene, Five Words: Critical Semantics in the Age of Shakespeare and Cervantes (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2013), 45.

Subsequent Citation of a Book

For any subsequent citations of the same book, a shortened format is used. This typically includes
the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if it's a substantial title), and the page
number.

2 Greene, Five Words, 78.

Citation of a Journal Article

Journal articles are cited similarly, with the article title in quotation marks and the journal title
italicized.

3 Janet L. Dolgin, "Family and Law in the Context of Scientific and Medical Advances," Journal of
Family History 36, no. 4 (October 2011): 488.



Citation of a Website or Online Source

Citing online sources requires careful attention to provide enough information for readers to locate
the material. This includes the author (if available), title of the page or article, name of the website,
publication date (if available), and the URL. It's also advisable to include an access date.

4 "The History of Printing," British Library, accessed November 15, 2023,
https://www.bl.uk/history-of-printing.

Chicago Style Bibliography Formatting Examples

The bibliography is a crucial component of the Notes and Bibliography system, offering a
comprehensive list of all sources cited in the paper. It is arranged alphabetically by author's last
name. While the notes provide specific details for individual citations, the bibliography provides a
complete bibliographic record, allowing readers to easily locate and verify the sources. The
formatting within the bibliography is slightly different from the first-time note citation, with some
inversions and omissions.

Bibliography Entry for a Book

In a bibliography entry for a book, the author's last name comes first, followed by their first name.
The title of the book is italicized, and publication information is presented in a specific order.

Greene, Roland. Five Words: Critical Semantics in the Age of Shakespeare and Cervantes. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2013.

Bibliography Entry for a Journal Article

For journal articles, the author's last name is listed first, followed by the article title in quotation
marks. The journal title is italicized, and volume, issue, and page numbers are provided.

Dolgin, Janet L. "Family and Law in the Context of Scientific and Medical Advances." Journal of
Family History 36, no. 4 (October 2011): 485-504.

Bibliography Entry for a Website

Online sources are also listed alphabetically. When an author is not identified, the entry begins with
the title of the page or article.

"The History of Printing." British Library. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.bl.uk/history-of-printing.



Bibliography Entry for a Chapter in an Edited Book

When citing a chapter from a book that has been edited by someone else, you list the chapter author
first, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks. Then, you include "In" followed by the book
title (italicized), the editor(s), and the page range of the chapter.

Foucault, Michel. "What Is an Author?" In The Foucault Effect: Studies in Governmentality, edited by
Graham Burchell, Colin Gordon, and Peter Miller, 197-211. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1991.

Formatting Specific Elements in Chicago Style

Beyond basic text and citations, Chicago style dictates specific formatting for various elements
within a research paper, ensuring consistency and adherence to scholarly standards. These elements
include quotations, tables, figures, and even the presentation of numbers and abbreviations. Paying
close attention to these details demonstrates a thorough understanding of academic conventions.

Handling Quotations

Short quotations (typically fewer than five lines of prose or three lines of poetry) are integrated into
the main text and enclosed in double quotation marks. Longer quotations, known as block
quotations, are set apart from the main text, indented, and do not use quotation marks. These block
quotations should begin on a new line and be double-spaced.

Formatting Tables and Figures

Tables and figures (illustrations, charts, graphs, images) should be clearly labeled with Arabic
numerals (Table 1, Figure 1) and given descriptive titles. Each should be placed as close as possible
to its first mention in the text. A note may appear below the table or figure to provide further
explanation or credit the source.

Numbers and Abbreviations

Chicago style has specific guidelines for when to spell out numbers and when to use numerals.
Generally, numbers one through nine are spelled out, while 10 and above are written as numerals.
However, there are exceptions, such as when referring to measurements or when consistency is
required within a sentence or paragraph. Abbreviations should be used judiciously and typically
defined upon first use, unless they are universally understood.



Common Chicago Style Formatting Pitfalls to Avoid

Despite the detailed guidelines, several common errors can detract from the professionalism of a
Chicago style research paper. Being aware of these pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure your
work meets the highest standards. Inconsistent citation formats, incorrect punctuation in notes, and
improper handling of online sources are frequent issues.

One significant pitfall is the inconsistent application of the shortened note format. Researchers
might either use the full citation repeatedly or omit necessary information in shortened notes.
Another common mistake is incorrect punctuation within notes, such as misplaced commas or
missing periods. For online sources, forgetting to include URLs, access dates, or failing to verify the
stability of the source can make it difficult for readers to locate the information. Ensuring all
necessary bibliographic elements are present and correctly formatted in both notes and the
bibliography is paramount.

Inconsistent Spacing and Margins

As mentioned earlier, maintaining consistent double-spacing and one-inch margins throughout the
entire document is essential. Deviations from this can make the paper appear unprofessional and
harder to read. This includes ensuring that indents for block quotations are uniform and that spacing
before and after headings is consistent.

Incorrectly Formatted Bibliography Entries

The bibliography is a critical part of the Chicago style. Errors in alphabetical order, incorrect
placement of commas and periods, and improper italicization of titles are common. For instance,
forgetting to invert the author's name (last name first) in the bibliography entry or failing to italicize
book and journal titles are frequent mistakes. Each element within a bibliographic entry has a
specific order and punctuation, so meticulous attention to detail is required.

Misunderstanding Footnote/Endnote Numbering

Ensuring that footnote or endnote numbers in the text correspond accurately to their entries in the
notes section is vital. Numbers must be sequential and appear in the order they are referenced in
the text. If a reference is made to the same source multiple times within a paragraph, it's important
to know whether to repeat the note or use a shortened form after the first full citation.

Mastering Chicago style research paper formatting requires diligence and attention to detail. By
understanding the fundamental principles of manuscript preparation, the nuances of the Notes and
Bibliography system, and the specific formatting of various elements, you can produce a polished
and credible academic work. Regular consultation with the Chicago Manual of Style and adherence
to your instructor's specific guidelines will further enhance your ability to present your research



effectively.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in
Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the text and at the end of
the paper. The Notes and Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations
and a bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical author-date citations
in the text, followed by a reference list at the end.

Q: When should I use block quotations in a Chicago style
research paper?

A: Block quotations are generally used for direct quotes that are longer than four lines of prose
or three lines of poetry. They are set off from the main text with a larger indention and do not
use quotation marks.

Q: How do I cite a source that has multiple authors in
Chicago style notes?

A: For two authors, list both names connected by "and" in notes and bibliography. For three or
more authors, list the first author's full name followed by "et al." in notes, but in the
bibliography, list all authors up to ten; for more than ten, list the first author followed by "et
al."

Q: What is the correct way to format the title page for a
Chicago style research paper if one is required?

A: If a separate title page is used, it typically includes the full title of the paper centered,
followed by your name, the course name, instructor's name, and the date, all also centered.
Page numbering usually omits the title page.



Q: Are there any specific rules for italicizing titles in
Chicago style?

A: Yes, in Chicago style, book titles, journal titles, magazine titles, newspaper titles, and names
of major standalone works like films or albums are italicized. Titles of articles within these
larger works, or shorter creative works like poems or short stories, are enclosed in quotation
marks.

Q: How do I cite a webpage with no author or publication
date in Chicago style?

A: If there's no author, begin the citation with the title of the webpage. If there's no
publication date, use "n.d." (no date) after the publisher's name or the website name. Always
include the URL and an access date.

Q: What is the purpose of a bibliography in Chicago style?

A: The bibliography provides a complete alphabetical list of all sources cited in the paper. Its
purpose is to give full bibliographic details for each source, allowing readers to locate and
verify the information.

Q: Can I use abbreviations in Chicago style notes and
bibliographies?

A: Yes, standard abbreviations are permitted, such as "vol." for volume, "no." for number, and
"p." or "pp." for page(s). However, always ensure clarity and consistency. For example, use "et
al." for multiple authors in notes.
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