
chicago style research paper format

The Chicago Style Research Paper Format: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style research paper format is a widely adopted academic citation and formatting style,

particularly prevalent in history, the humanities, and some social sciences. Adhering to the Chicago

Manual of Style (CMOS) ensures clarity, consistency, and academic integrity in your scholarly work.

This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago style, covering everything from

essential formatting requirements to the nuances of its two distinct citation systems: notes-bibliography

and author-date. Understanding these elements is crucial for students and scholars aiming to produce

polished, professional research papers that meet the rigorous standards of academic publishing. We

will explore title page specifications, manuscript preparation, in-text citations, and the creation of a

bibliography or reference list, providing you with the knowledge to confidently navigate the Chicago

style research paper format.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Research Paper Format

The Chicago Style research paper format, governed by the esteemed Chicago Manual of Style,

provides a standardized framework for academic writing. Its primary goal is to facilitate clear

communication and acknowledge the sources that underpin your research. Unlike some other styles

that are discipline-specific, Chicago style offers flexibility, making it a popular choice across various

academic fields. Understanding its core principles is the first step towards mastering its application in

your own research papers.

Core Formatting Principles of the Chicago Style

Regardless of which citation system you employ within the Chicago style, certain core formatting

principles remain constant. These foundational elements contribute to the overall readability and

professional appearance of your paper. Consistency is paramount; once you establish a format,

adhere to it throughout your document.

Manuscript Formatting

Proper manuscript formatting ensures that your research paper is presented in a clear, organized, and

professional manner. This includes guidelines for margins, spacing, font, and pagination. Following



these conventions allows your readers to focus on your content without distraction.

Font: Generally, a standard, readable font such as Times New Roman, 12-point, is

recommended.

Margins: One-inch margins on all sides (top, bottom, left, and right) are standard.

Spacing: Double-spacing is typically required for the entire manuscript, including block quotations

and the bibliography/reference list.

Pagination: Page numbers should appear in the upper right-hand corner of each page, starting

with the first page of the main text (usually page 1). For preliminary pages like the table of

contents, Roman numerals are often used, starting with the title page as 'i'.

Title Page Requirements

A title page in Chicago style research paper format serves as the introductory face of your work. It

should be clear, concise, and contain essential identifying information. While the exact requirements

can vary slightly depending on specific institutional or publication guidelines, the core components

remain consistent.

The title page typically includes the full title of the paper, the author's name, the course name and

number (if applicable), the instructor's name, and the submission date. The title should be centered on

the page, capitalized appropriately (usually title case). Your name should appear below the title,

followed by the course details and date, also generally centered.



Citation Systems in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two distinct systems for citing sources: the notes-bibliography system and the

author-date system. The choice between them often depends on the academic discipline or the

specific requirements of your instructor or publisher. Both systems are robust and designed to provide

comprehensive source attribution.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The notes-bibliography system is the more traditional of the two Chicago style systems and is

frequently used in history and literature. It relies on footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the

text, and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper lists all sources consulted.

In-Text Citations Using Notes

In the notes-bibliography system, brief numbered notes appear at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or

at the end of the document (endnotes). Each note corresponds to a superscript number placed in the

text after the relevant quotation, paraphrase, or piece of information derived from a source. The first

time a source is cited, the note provides full bibliographical details. Subsequent citations of the same

source are shortened.

First Citation: Includes author's full name, title of work (italicized or in quotation marks

depending on the source type), publication details (city, publisher, year), and page number(s).

Subsequent Citations: Uses the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page

number(s).

Repeated Citations: If a note immediately follows the previous one citing the same source, "Ibid."



(Latin for "in the same place") is used, followed by the new page number if different. If it's the

exact same page, just "Ibid." suffices.

Crafting Your Bibliography

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the paper, lists all the sources cited in the notes. It is

arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. The formatting of each entry mirrors the first full

note entry for that source, but without the page number for the specific reference in the text. For

example, a book entry in the bibliography would typically include the author's full name, the title of the

book in italics, the city of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.

The Author-Date System Explained

The author-date system, more common in the social sciences and sciences, uses parenthetical in-text

citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication, along with the page number if

necessary. This system also requires a reference list at the end of the paper, which is similar to a

bibliography but typically includes only the sources that were directly cited in the text.

In-Text Citations Using Author-Date

When using the author-date system for your Chicago style research paper format, parenthetical

citations are placed within the text. These citations are concise, appearing immediately after the

information they support. For instance, if you are referencing a work by John Smith published in 2020,

an in-text citation might look like (Smith 2020, 45) if you are referring to a specific page.

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are needed in the

parentheses. For example: "As Smith argues, the impact was significant (2020, 45)." When multiple

works by the same author in the same year are cited, they are distinguished by adding lowercase



letters after the year (e.g., Smith 2020a, Smith 2020b).

Creating Your Reference List

The reference list for the author-date system is an alphabetized list of all sources that were cited in the

paper. Each entry provides complete publication information, allowing readers to locate the original

sources easily. The formatting of entries in the reference list closely resembles that of the notes-

bibliography system's bibliography, with a few key differences, primarily in how the publication year is

presented (usually immediately after the author's name).

Formatting Specific Elements

Beyond the general structure and citation systems, Chicago style research paper format provides

specific guidelines for various elements within your text to ensure uniformity and clarity. Proper

handling of quotations, paraphrases, numbers, and titles is essential for academic rigor.

Direct Quotations

When incorporating direct quotations, it is crucial to reproduce them accurately and attribute them

correctly according to the chosen Chicago style system. Short quotations (typically fewer than five lines

of prose or three lines of poetry) are integrated into the text, enclosed in quotation marks. Longer

quotations are set off as block quotations, indented from the left margin, and usually presented without

quotation marks.

For block quotations in the notes-bibliography system, the note number typically follows the

punctuation of the preceding sentence. In the author-date system, the parenthetical citation follows the

block quotation's final punctuation.



Paraphrasing and Summarizing

Even when paraphrasing or summarizing information from a source, you must provide attribution. This

acknowledges the origin of the ideas and prevents plagiarism. The method of citation will depend on

whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date system. In both cases, the core principle

is to guide the reader to the original source of the information.

Numbers and Dates

Chicago style offers specific guidance on how to present numbers and dates. Generally, numbers one

through ten are written out as words, while numerals are used for numbers 11 and above. However,

this rule can be superseded when consistency requires the use of numerals (e.g., when dealing with a

series of numbers that include both above and below ten). Dates are usually presented in a standard

format, such as "Month Day, Year" (e.g., January 1, 2023) or "Day Month Year" depending on the

context and audience.

Titles of Works

Titles of books, journals, newspapers, and other standalone works are italicized. Titles of articles,

chapters, essays, and poems, which are parts of larger works, are enclosed in quotation marks. This

distinction is vital for accurate citation within the Chicago style research paper format.

Formatting Tables and Figures

Tables and figures should be clearly labeled with numbers (e.g., Table 1, Figure 2) and provided with

descriptive titles. Each table and figure should be referenced in the text. The placement of tables and



figures can vary; they are often placed as close as possible to their first mention in the text or grouped

together at the end of the manuscript or in an appendix.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style

Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago style research paper format can present challenges. Being

aware of common errors can help you avoid them and ensure your work is polished and professional.

One frequent mistake is inconsistency in formatting or citation. Whether you choose the notes-

bibliography or author-date system, strict adherence to the chosen style guide is essential.

Another common pitfall is incorrect formatting of bibliographical entries or notes. This can include

errors in punctuation, capitalization, italicization, or the order of information. Always double-check your

entries against a reliable Chicago style guide. Over-reliance on direct quotes without sufficient original

analysis or explanation is also something to avoid. Remember that citations are there to support your

arguments, not to replace them.

Failing to cite all sources, including paraphrased ideas and factual information, is a serious academic

offense. Ensure that every piece of information that is not common knowledge or your own original

thought is properly attributed. Finally, neglecting to proofread your paper thoroughly can lead to typos,

grammatical errors, and formatting inconsistencies that detract from the quality of your research.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style Research Paper Format

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and

author-date systems in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography system

uses footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations including

the author's last name and publication year. Both systems conclude with a comprehensive list of

sources, either a bibliography or a reference list, respectively.



Q: Should I italicize titles of articles in Chicago style?

A: No, titles of articles, essays, chapters, and poems are placed in quotation marks in Chicago style.

Titles of books, journals, and other standalone works are italicized.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found within another source in

Chicago style?

A: When citing a source that you found within another source (e.g., quoting a book that is discussed in

a later article), you should aim to consult the original source if possible. If you cannot, cite the source

you consulted, but indicate in your note or parenthetical citation that the information came from a

secondary source. For example, in the notes-bibliography system, you might include "as quoted in..."

or "cited in..." before the information about the secondary source.

Q: What are the requirements for page numbering in Chicago style?

A: Page numbers are typically placed in the upper right-hand corner of each page. The first page of

the main text (introduction) is usually numbered as page 1. Preliminary pages (like the table of

contents) may use Roman numerals, starting with 'i' on the title page or the first page of preliminary

content.

Q: Is it acceptable to use "Ibid." multiple times in a row in Chicago

style notes?

A: Yes, "Ibid." is used to refer to the immediately preceding note. If the citation refers to the exact

same work and page number, just "Ibid." is sufficient. If it refers to the same work but a different page,

you would follow "Ibid." with the new page number. However, excessive use of "Ibid." can sometimes

make notes harder to follow, so it’s best used when the context is very clear.



Q: How do I format the title of my research paper in Chicago style?

A: The title of your research paper in Chicago style is typically centered on the title page. It should be

capitalized using title case (major words capitalized) and should not be underlined or italicized unless it

is part of a larger work being discussed.

Q: Can I use online citation generators for Chicago style?

A: While online citation generators can be helpful tools, they should not be relied upon exclusively.

Always double-check the generated citations against a reputable Chicago style guide to ensure

accuracy in formatting and content. These generators can sometimes make mistakes.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a reference list

in Chicago style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, you create a "Bibliography" that includes all sources consulted,

whether cited or not. In the author-date system, you create a "Reference List" that includes only the

sources that were directly cited in the text of your paper. The content and formatting of entries are

similar, but the scope of inclusion differs.
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